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Prologﬁe

These are dangerous times .
And if I take some chances
Put my heart on the line

What would you do to me
If T give myself up

To these circumstances
In these dangerous times1
Would you keep me safely

One Friday night, Philip and Brad took the

- subway uptown to Columbia, where the Gay Student
Union was sponsoring a dance, and there they

danced wildly, exuberantly, until sweat showed on’
their faces and their clothes smelled like tar. .
Afterwards, they ate cheeseburgers at an all-night
~diner on Broadway, and at six in the morning hiked
the length of Manhattan to its very tip, marching
through sleepy-eyed, hung-over Harlem, heedless of
the -dangers, until dawn found them at the fortlike
Cloisters, triumphant as mountain.climbers. Then
they went separately home. As a matter of principle,
as well as fear, they never slept with anyone, not
even each other. They had never known.that time
when sex existed without the threat of disease yoked
to it, and the fear of sickness was at the root of
their consciousness ~ something of which they were
seemingly unaware, and yet which ruled them, formed
their attitudes and determined their behavior.2



- RANDY :

JIM:

AITT

Lel e

The Interviewees
(411 Names Pseudonymous)

Gay white male; age, 32; occupation, florist;

college-educated; currently practicing
abstinence from Sexual relatlonshlps has not
taken HTTV-IIT test:.

”It's not our fault. It's not a gay disease.™"

'Gay white male} age, 25; occupation, hairdresser;

high-school graduate; currently practicing a
monogamous sexual relationship; has taken
HTLV-IIT test twice with negative results.

"AIDS is a disease that is inflamed only by
ignorance in every social degree there is. It
infuriates me for somebody to say that this

was going to happen, a punishment from God,

and there was nothlng we could do. 5001ety has
become so perverse in their sexual habits, it

.~ had to happen. It infuriates me to see a

prostitute, or a homosexual, or an IV drug °
abuser to go on national TV, and say 'I've tested
negative, I'm o.k., I can work, I can go on.'
People can't continue to take chances.ﬁ

-Gay white male; age, 33; occupation, artist;

college-educated; currently practicing sexual
relationships w1th multiple partners; has not
taken HTLV-IIT test.

”Use.all safe sex precautions.v Be careful
about who you have sex with and what you do

with them. If the person refuses to have

safe sex, say 'Forget it.'"

Gay white male; age, 28; occupation, retail
sales; college-educated; currently practicing
abstinence from sexual relationships; has
taken HTLV-III test once with negative results.



TANNY :

MICKEY :

"ATDS is just a virus. It's not a defect

or an indictment of the person who has 1it.
It's not a punishment. It's a clinical
thing, not a retribution. It's transmitted
by sex, not caused by it. Sex is its way of
infecting people. It's not a result of
homosexual contact. It's a virus, nothing
more. It's a virus induced condition, not
sex induced. Theére is no judgment innerent
in having the disease."

Bisexual white male; age, 23; occupation,

accountant/student; college -educated; currently
. practicing sexual relationshins with multiple

partners; has taken HTTV-III test three times

with negative results. -

T don't know anyone personally who has AIDS,
but I don't think it will be long before I do."

‘Hlomosexuals are notoriously promiscuous, but
they are not-accountable.” : .

Gay white male; age, 27; occupation, student;
college-educated; currently practicing sexual
relationships with multiple paritners; has
taken HTLV-III test three times With negative
results.

"Not just gay people get AIDS., We don't know
where it started.. Why should we have to take
the rap? I'm gay. AIDS is a threat to me,
but no more than it is to you."

-



Slxty ~five percent (65/) of those individuals who
contract Acqulred Immune Def1c1ency Syndrome,‘or AIDS
are»gay or blsexual men.3 Inasmuch as scientific
med1c1ne has yet to dlscover a cure for or a vacc1ne
agalnst this allm”nt, preventlon remains the surest source
of protectlon agalnst contractlng'or communlcatlng this

disease; The preventatlve measures Wthh gay and blsexual

men can employ to. protect themselves and others aoalnst
-1nfectlon w1th the ATIDS virus can be lelded 1nto four

areas of concern: sexual practices; drug practices;

donation of blood organs, sperm, or'tissue"and education.4

The s1x 1n—depth 1nterv1ews Wthh follow were conducted 1n

november, 1987 in Bowllng Green, kentucky. ‘The 1nterv1ewees;

all gay or. blsexual men, respond to questions about the'

prevention of a deadly dlsease from which they, as a
discrete folk group, are ‘at dangerous high risk and of which

they have been labeled‘scapegoats, with candor and concern,

‘humor and horror, and hope and despair.‘

SEXUAL PRACTICES
Since he is not -employed in an occupation which would
put him at high risk of exposure to AIDS, RANDY believes
that "sexual activity'is the only way L could come into
contact with AIDS, since ‘it isn't airborne.ﬁ For the past
18 months, Randy has practiced abstinence from sexual
relationships with others as "the only absolute method.to

keep from contracting or spreading AIDS.Y Randy describes



ébStaining from sex as "the éésiest method of prevention.
There are. no questions about safe or unsafe sex,_ I trustl
what I ha&e been tpi& about unsafe sex, buf there are so
many_graylgreas. I trust myself.énbﬁgh to knOW'i can'f

.draw 1iﬁes. If T wére'involved_in a relationéhip; it would
bé_hard for me to.say"wé can do this-and wé can't do that.'!
ﬁefore choosing abstinenée, Randy "drew no iines about safe
or unsafelsexual pfaétices.” He often made resolutions to

discontinue certain kinds of sexual behavior, but he did not

follow those resolves: "It's real hard when it's staring you

in the face," he said, pun intended.

Randy lightheartedly defines a sexusl relationship as

(-l

"anything that causces increased heartbheat." Under the category

of *safe sexuval practices,' he includes "making out.and
cuddling, but no‘fufther” with'sexuél partners, including
those parfners.who'may have AIDS,'those'partners who méy

have tested HTLV-III positive, and'those’partners who may be
carrie:$ of AIDS; Under thé category of 'questionably,safe
sexual practices,'! he includes opén-mouthed'kissing ("It's a
risk I would take. I'm not aware of ahy proven cases of
contracting AIDS through the exchange 6f.saiiva.") and oral
'sex'and analjintercourse'aécompanied by the.use of a condom
("Céndomsibreak, eSﬁecially when teeth are involved! I'd

rather not risk it.”).-'Under the category of 'unsafe sexual

practices,! he includes any sexual act involving the exchange -

between partners of blood, urine, semen, or feces. Randy

resolves not to indulge in any unsafe sexual practices until
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"the shot'I'get-proves I'm safe from contracting AIDSiﬂ

Yhile his abstinence outiaws sexual.activity ("I'm not
out thefe cruising:”) with others, "if Mr. Right}comes along
I won't tell him to come back in 10 years." Randy does not
believe that casual sex causes AIDS: '"Because AIDS is spread

by sexual contact, it (casual sex) increases your chances of

contracting AiDS. Gay society doesn‘f stigmatize open

relationshipns. It accépts casual sex bécause gay people
have been forced to hide. When an occasion arose, they
didn't want to miss out." Randy had decided not enough

information is available in the area of how many exposures

- —-one eXxposure or multiple exposures--are required for AIDS-

to be transmitted: "We don't know, but casual sex is still

unsafe." He concludes: "'"There's a lot more to heing gay

than having sex."

While LANNY, a bisexual ("Why do you have to be gay or
straight when you can be available?"), remains sexually
actiVe.with multiplé partners, both male and female, he
évers: ”AIDS_haS altered my lifestyle significanfly;ﬁ-

After attemptihg abstinence from éexual felationships with
others for a period of time, Tanny concluded: %It's not

fdir to deprive yourself of sex. Sex is natural. You can't .
turn it oﬁvand'dff. 1f I-could give up sex I Woﬁld, but 1
can't.™" Lanny remains selective éboﬁt his sexual parﬁnefs:

"T am very picky ‘about partners and about what I will and

- will not do. I wouldn't have unsafe sex with anyone. I'm

not a promiscuous person. I want a (one) lover." 411 of the

lonz-term relationships in which Tanny has been involved have



beén with womenAth Were aware ofAhis'bisexuality: "I'm
really‘picky about.the women I go out with. I've nevér

_ had a one—night:stand wifh'a womanlﬁ

_ Under the categorj of 'safe sexual practlces,' Lanny
1ncludeo kissing (”It would take 11 buckets of splt to
catch anything!" I would kiss an -ATDS patlent on the mouth

and have no questions about it!"), masturbatlon ("It s fun’")

and receiving oral sex ("I don't always 1n81st on a condom,").

Undér.the’catégory of 'questionably safe sexual practices,
he lists péssivé anal intercourse, wi%h or without a ‘condom

("I've never enjoyed getting fucked up the ass!® Féigning‘

a shocked responSe,_”You want to put what where?"). Under the

category of. 'unsafe sexual practlces ' he includes sexual
acts such as "rlmmlng ﬂnd golden showerq Never; never
exchange body fluids.™ uanny con81deps.condoms first and
foremost on his list of prevéntati&re measures against':
-contracting.or_transmitting‘AIDSf "Gondoms prevent the
eXchange of:body fluids._ They ére a turn-on, and they lend
an aura of'hetérQSexuality"to homosexuélity;" Lanny attempts
to ”discriminate égainsf poténtiél ?értners whqsé histories
are unknéwn or those who have reputatiéhs as sleep-arounds."
Zanny hopes to establish a "safe sex relationshi? with one
partner (so'far with only 1imited.résuits)," because “é
.monogamouS'relatioﬁship is desirable,for reasons other than
~sexual bnes.V He'édvises: _"Don’t treat sex lightly."Find

one person and stay with them." -

{®



Since learning of his negative test results to the

HTiV—III.exam in June of this yeér, MEL has chosen to
practice.abstinence from sexual relations with others:
”It'é best not to jeopvardize my sfatﬁs.“ Mel intends to
continue abstaining from sexual relationships with others
"until there's a curé,Aor a treatment, or it (AIDS) becomes
a.non—life%thfeateningvéituation.”_ Mel believes . that even
in the ieqst infimate seiual.coﬁtact the danger of transmission
of AIDS is inherent. He believes "deep kissing" to be a safe
sexuai practice, "unless there aré breaks'in,the mouth, which
dan.occur when-we just eat, talk, or bite oﬁr tbngueé." He
believes oral/genitél contact and anél/genital contact to be
safe, "as long as the condom is good and'the lubricant is
water based and doesn't disintegrate the condom." Mel
considers any oral/genital contact or anal/genital contact
without condoms_entirely.unsafe: "Without a condom, the
person perfbrming fellatio is'taking-a greater risk unless
the person whb,is the Subject has a‘ébre or a tear. ;The
passive partner in anal intercourée is in more danger than
the active partner." Iel would never consider having sexual
relations with someone who.has ATDS, somebne whom he suspected
of having‘AIDS, or someone who has had»sexual relations with
multiple partﬁers. fchoing the admonition oleancy Reagan's
ahti—drﬁg abuse campaign, Vel ad#ises: "Just say‘no; .Don't
nave sex. It's not worth it." |

Jhile ¥ILT engages in sexual relationships with multiple
vartners ("but not as much as T used to"), he would question

having sexual contact with "borderline" persons, such as
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those who have “ques%ionable medical histories" or those

who currently have "numerous partners." He would also

. question having sexual relations with someone suspected of

having AIDS: MIf ﬁhere's‘a guestion, it's best to say no."

He would not consider having sexual relations with someone

who has ATIDS of‘With Someone who has tested HTLV-IIT positive.'

("I wouldn't have sex with Whoopi Goldberg, either;" he

" joked, "I might catch her hair!") Will.conéiders'ﬁdeep

_kissing“'and oral/génital contact and anal/genital contact

with a condom as safe sexual practices, "as long as the

condom doesnff break. " Aﬁy orél/genitallcontaét'or énal/ '

genital contact without a condom or any exchaﬁge of blood, .

 semen, urine, or feces would be unsafe sexual contact; he

adds: UIf you don't get AIDSé“God kﬁows what you'd getzﬁ
JIM héslrgcently énded:a twb;yeér, monégamous.(atlleast,
on his part),'samé—sex'relationéhip. He intends fd abstain
from sexual relations with others "until I have avgood start
on a good basic reiatioﬁship - then safe séi oniy. The beét

way ‘to be safe is to believe that-no one is safe. I'm

'already in'a high-risk group. ‘I may have exposed myself (to

ATDS). Why keep on doing it?" Jim asserts: "A condomAis
the best alternative for my lifestyle. I will never have sex
without one.* In addition to‘condoms, with any anal/genital

sexual contact Jim insists on the use of Honoxodal-9, an

'over—the—éounter spray foam. spermicide, . that "kills the AIDS

virus. I heard about it on Nightline, and then I read
magazine articles about it. There are condomns lubricated

with it." Jim would not knowingly -have sex with someone

|-o



who testeleTLV—III positive: "It's 1ike walking oﬁt in
front of_d truck to see if the braﬁes work." Ile adds:
"Any-pefson you are. susplcilous about is unsafe;“ |

| Under the category of 'safe_sexual practices,' Jim
includes'"fanfasy, flirting, and visual stimulation, or
masfurbation in the presence of_another." .Jim’considers
oral/genitalicontapt and.anal/geﬁital éohfact with a
éondom (and, in the later caée, a spermicide) as séfe sexual
contact, also, uniess the condom ‘tears or bursts." He
:considefs “intimate:kissing” an unsafe ngual_practice,
because '"blood, not just saliva, can be exchanged." Jim

believes that any exchange of blood, semen, urine, or feces:

.

between partners is an unsafe sexual practice. He concludes:

"I wouldn't base a relationship on sex. I have in the past,

but not anyﬁore."

| While MICKEY chooses to continue-havinglsexual relation—
ships with_multiple:partners,-he descfibes himself as "pretty
choosy. I donft gollookiﬁg for it: When the time is fighf
and the person is thefe. . . ;_ If 1 meet someOne‘I-want to

be with, somewhere in the course of the evening I ask, 'Have.

you been tested?- Havé you been checked?'" .Nickey would not

-have sexual felations, "in any way, " with someone who has
_ATDS or with someone who has tested HTLV-III positive: "I
wouldn't take +the chance. " Mickey would mnot have.sekuéi
relations with someone suspected of having AIDS, unless "I
got to kﬁow_the‘perSOHIgnd found out it was all talk. Then

I might."  Mickey'bé1ieves it would be unsafe to have sexual
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relationsrwith someone who has had multiple partners:
"You can tell if someoﬁe's pretty promiscuous. Yoﬁ learn
teople.™ _ o

Under fhe category of tsafe eexual practice,.’ Mickey
includes masturbation and mutual masturbation: "It's
absolutely safe,'fun;'exciting, and priVatev- sometimes."

Under the category of 'questionably safe sexual praotice,'

he includes deep Rissing-(“l don't know if it's safe, but

I do it.%) and orai/genifai contact and anal/genital contact

with a condom (”You're‘teking a chanoe. I worry about it

when it's happening aao when 1t's over, but I don t dwell

con it."). Under the category of unsafe sexual prectlce,

he includes 'any exchange of body fluids."

DRUG PRACTICES

‘vRANbY has nevef,used»iilegal.intraVenous drugs, - and
he *never will." ﬁHelwouid‘neVer "knowingly have sex with
someone who uses IV drugs." 'Randy has used inhélant nitrates
in the past;.but he would not‘ose them now;. "T don't know
if they're'harmfui in genefai; but I donft want:to_put
more'étress'onlmy:ood& when I'm dealing with a disease that
can be brooght on by stress." -Randy smokes cigarettes,
although he wishee to stop, bdf he has stopped smoking
marijuana, in part because of its pOSSlble debllltatlng
effect on the body s immune system. ("1 flnd myself craving
a joint & lot more than I crave.sex.”) Randyvbelleves that

abstaining from tobacco, alcchol, -and other recreational



Adrﬁgs is'valuable.ohly‘to someone who has not yet beeh
expoeednfb:AIDS'of to semeoneliﬁ'whom the virus is inaetive:
"If the &irue is there,'I want te do<asA1ittle as possible
that could'ceuse me to deVelop-the disease, Stress weakens
the body's immune system. A person can be exposed te AIES,A
but what he does can‘bringeit into action.' | |

LANNY has never used illegal intravenous drugs,. and he

-has no intention of doing so. He considers a sexual."

relationship with someone who uses illegal intravenous drugs
as unsafe. Janny does not use inhalant nitrates: "I hate

poppers it . Inasmuch as he smokes cigarettes and marijuana

"~ and drinks alcohollc beveraﬁes ZLanny does not believe his

oonsumntlon of such recreatlonaT dfugs greatly increases
his chances of contracting_AIDS_outSide their effect'on his

gzneral health: "The better shape you're in the more you can

combat'the'AIDi virus."

HLM has never uoeﬂ 111ega1 1ntravenouo druQS' "I never

have, and- I never w1ll fie would never have sexual‘

relations with someone who. uses illega1 1ntravenous druvs.

vuel believes the use of inhalant nltrates may ”depress the

immune system. Also, they're nasty! They stink, and they
make you sick!® |

WILTL has never used 1llega1 1ntravenous drugs, and he

would use them only Hif Drescrlbed e would_never know1nglyl

have sexual relations with someone who uses illegal intra-

‘venous drugs. Will has experimented WLth 1nhalant nltrates

”to see what they were like," but he prefers to_experience

”massive coronary on my own.,"  He would not use inhalant
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nitrates again. Will doeén't smoke tobacco at all, doesn't
drink aicoholic~beverages very often, and doesn't use other
recreational drugs, such as marijuana, either. Cpncerning '
-'the relationship between AIDS and the use of recreationél
drugs, Will remafks:.-ﬂlfm not sure abbut ofher preventatife
measures. If you've got it (AIDS); you'Vevgét it. They
(recreational drugs) won't make you catch it any quicker."

JIM-dqes ndt use illegal intravenous drugs, and he
:wquid not have sexual relations With.someone who does. He
‘does not uséiinhalant niffaﬁeé;'he believes»théy may bé
related-to,thé dévelobmenﬁ.of AIDS. Jim smokes bigafettes,
:and he uses marijuana oécasioﬁally{ He hés_”cut‘bagk" on
his consumpfiohvof alcoholic'beﬁerégeé. He-would use other
~drugs, such as préScriptiqn’tranquilizérs, but only "to cut
" back on stfess;ﬁ He adds} "Some drugs make you think
differently, They could cause problems in déciding about
'the-safety of a sex act." |

"I'm a drug addict and an alcoholic," MICKEY confesses,
hbut I wouldn'f use-iV drugs, that's one ground I étand
'f%rm on." In principlé; Mickey would not considér.having---
sexual relafions_with someoﬁé‘who uses iilégal iﬁtravenous

drugs, especially a “"low-type dopehead who shares needlés;"

he isn't sure about having sexual relations with the "professional™

illegal intravenous drug user who practices "sterile
technique: T can't say. If I start having feelings deeper

‘than the physical, I'm not sure. If I did get involved, I'd

try to persuade him to have a complete AIDS work-ug, not just

Athe test you gef at the'Health»bepdrtment;“ Mickéy has not
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' used 1nha1ant nltrates w1th1n the 1ast three: months

“although, he reveals, “I ]1ke nopgeru.” 1ckey oolleves

inhalant nltrates may ”1nf1ame«the ndsal tissue. It's an
absorbent area suscentlble to any kind of dlsease."

¥ickey has used, or_currently_uses, the following drugs:
fobacco5and.alcohdln(“ﬂbou£'allnI do anymore.”)- marijnana;
ac:d ("Not in a year or so.”), cocaine (”I've been cWean A

since June."); crack (”Nevervagaln ovcr, perlod'”) and

_crank (”I couldn t turn it down if it was available.").

1ckey belleves that. hlS use of recreatlonal drugs may
“oredk down my lmmune system, make me more susceptible to

disease, including AIDS.®

DONATION. OF BLOOD, ORGANS, SPERM, OR TISSUR

In 1980, before he knew about AIDS, RANDY sold blood.

Since learning about the disease, he hasn't sold or donated

blood. If ?andv S. ony31ca1 health were to require that he
receive a blood transfu81on, such a2s. in a planned surglcal
procedure, he would prefer to stockpile his own blood
beforehand;

Because'bf having contracted Hepatitis A as a child,
anFY has never donated blood: YNo one will take my blood.™ .
If the questlon of the transmission of disease were. set
as;de, Lanny would be wllllng to donate his organs in the
event of his death. ﬁqr Treasons out51de the domain of
disease, Zanny is unwilling fo donate sperm.

Until 1980, ¥, then a member .of the United States Army,

donated blood on a regular basis. e has now discontinued



12

that practicef "Theré's no wéy I can be'sure,-100% positive."
If theuthréat of the transmission of disease were not a
factor, lel Woﬁld continue fb aonate blood as a "civic-

minded thing to do.”‘-Because of the threat of the transmission
.of diseaSéL'Mél will not donate orgaﬁs,'sperm,.or tissue.

WILL has never donated blbod, and he ”wouldn!% now, "
3ecause of,the;possibility of transmitfing_AIDS, he woﬁld
not donate organs, sperm, Qf tissue.

JIM'has néveridonated'blood; and;“at tﬁis’point, wou1d
not: fI woﬁld'have doubts'even if alcufe (for AIbS)‘could'
be found." Tor the same feasoning, Jim would nof'doﬁafé
- organs, ép'erm9 or tiSsue: ”Gay'people'have a responsibility
tb people they don't know.' . | | »

Up uﬁtil two years ago,'MICKﬁY doﬁated bldbd on a
’reguldffbasis;__At ﬁrgéent, he has discontinued that_practice:
"I can't handie the rgspbﬁsibilify.- I'm gay,,ahd.l'm_a'drug"A_
user." Mickey believes that if his health wéré to require
major surgery, he would "stock up" with his own blood.
ilickey would consider donating organs or tissue iny in a
"family emergency;" outside such a situafioﬁ, he wouldvdeéline
organ-br'tissue donation fof_ﬁérsonal reésons outside.the'
'ﬁhreat of the tyaﬁsmission of disease, Mickey would consider
dbnating sperm under éértain conditibns: .”If it were_used
to produge‘a human being, no. -if it were used for exveriments,
for study, maybe. I couldn't be responsible for.a child |

being born contaminated." -
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. BDUCATICN AS PREVENTION
Most of,wﬂét_RANDY_knows about'Aberhe has learned
"through éll media SSurces, eﬁerything i've fead or heard."
Randy attempts to educaté others,dﬁ'a_“one—tofone:1e§el.
ﬁhen I heér incofreqt‘assumptions, I correét them, "
In addition'to theSe:small; daily crusades, Randy suppdrts
th-e.Natioﬁal. Géy”and Lesbian Task Fofce with financial
'doﬁéﬁions: "Theyfre'ndt'doing research, but tﬁey?re pushing
to get things done." | . | -
KEL believes that thé popular media haveAdone g
miserable job repofting bﬁ AiDS. Théj show concern only
-when.it's poised to stike heterosexuals." Most of what he ,
- knows' about AIDS, Mel‘haSgiearhed from,ﬁrééding gay |

'publicatioﬁs_and scientific journals." (Mel has high hopes

that'fhe publication-of-Randy,Shilts' And the Band Playved COn
will pfofe,an informéd referénce work about AIDS for the -
general public;)'-ﬁei believes fhat theigeneral public‘needs
%0 be better educéted about AIbS, and. he would iike:td7seé
fhe>ﬂd Couﬁéil,@roduce'television sppfs "telling exacfly what
kinds.of;sex to avdid_and what the prognosis is." Once
given the most informed informétion; ”pebple in doubt can
then refrain from sex and donating blood." | |
Mbsf-bffWhét ﬁILE knows ‘about AIDS'he'has.learhedﬂthrough
-”all-the.media; in genera1; frqﬁﬂréading and'WQtChing‘
tele?isién,”'_He believes the media is "doing a prétty'good

jbb of keepingApeople informed." - Will would like to see more



information about AIDS in the televised media: '"Feople are
more apt to watch TV than buy a book." He believes_fhe-

- public needs "more information on the how's, why's, and
whérefoforefé about ATDS. They need to keep up on the reseérch.
We need to eradicate all the’myths that have arisen about
AIDS and stop-blaming the gay community. We didn't start it."
Will helieves eduéating children in school about AIDS should
be encouraged, "as long as 1t is done in the proper way, as
long as it's not offensive to someoneg."

Tn his Proféssion as a hairdresser, JIM,_on a daily
basis, deals mainly with women: 'They're verj naivé,
espécially about éondoms. Their partners feel like ﬁhey
(cbndoms) aren't necessary, and the women don't want to hurt
the male egd.“ "If necessary, Jim explains to his customers
tﬁat he 1is hbmosexual; he expléins what he kﬁows_abOut ATDS;
he explains. that the chances are "minimal" that they couid
contract AIDS from his services. “They're ignorant. They
don't'kndw anything._ They think théy can catch AIDS by
'bfeathing the air." He adds: "I've never lost a customer
because they think they might get AIDS from me, but.I have
1oét customers because I'm gay."

'VJust as‘his grandparents fear that a cure for cancer
has been withheld from the public, because of the 'big
business' of medicine, Jim wonders if the public has been
told all that is known about AIDS: "You see policemen

with plastic gloves, and you wonder. +What has the government
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not been telling ﬁsﬁv Hot enough money is being puf towards:
ATIDS research Too mucn research is belng done on drugs to
prolong life, st0p the symptomo, and not enough on finding
causes." . |

MICKEY has 1earned ‘about 4IDS from "all sources of the
mediag” from_ﬁschool, work, medlcal Journals,” from the
“respectsble media and the educaticnal media," ("I don't
believe what I read in the rag‘sheets.”) Mickey believes
the-public'could profit from more informahion about AIDS in

newspapers'and on television, and he applauds the latest

: telcv181on efforts produced by the Amerlcan Red Cross. He

would 11ke to see &IDo dlscussed frank]y and openly Yin

everv school” and "in every church no mattcr what thelr

.belleS are. We're all human. _someone may 511p up.

ulckey belleves that if ALIDS were openlj dlscussed in every

home, chlldren and parents would reap the best benefit:

"If I were growing up, a-teenager,-I would pay more

" attentlon rf it (hIDD) came. up. openly from my parents.

. ﬂlckev always reonnds to the AIDS lssue whenever the
opcortunlty arlses “JuSu about every day you hear someone
t37k1ng about AIDS I Jump at the chance to get in the

conversatloh. ‘If 1t‘s_going bad, I may kncW'more. It makes

me feel good." Mickey concludes: "It (4IDS) will get a
lot worse befcre_it gets befter., If we do what we can now,

~if it does get worse, it won't be as hard on us."
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As their responses 1ndlcate, the preventatlve measures
that the six 1nterv1ewe & employ to avoid contractlng or

trensmlttlno AIDS hdve effected their. llves in numerous

and significant ways. In relatlon to - seyual practlces, two

of the interviewees have chosen to abstain from sexual

‘relationshiﬁs with others entirely; the remaining foﬁr

interviewees have become much more wary of individuals with

"whom'they‘might engage in a seXUal relationship. In felation

to drug practices, all of the interviewees who use

recreational. drugs have become more concerned about the

. adverse effects of such drug usage on their general'health;

byvimnlication their cdncerﬂ with their overall well-being
reflects a concern wlth thelir’ cusceotablllty to disease,
espec;ally-their suseeptablllty “to AIDD. While three ot the
six’interviewees had nevef practiced donating blood, those
three interview €3 who did practice donéting_bloodAhave
discentinued doing so because of the fear of the trénsmiSsion
of disease. Finally, all of the interviewees encoﬁrage_
increased awareness about AIDS, on a personal'ievel and on a
public 1evei.- As:members of a folk grouz at high ris& Qf-
contractlnv_AIﬁS the'resbonses of'the interviewees edncerning
the Dreventahlve measures they emploJ to avoid centracting |
or transmitting AIDS reveal how pervasively thaf'disease

dominates their thoughts and actions.
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