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'“;ly mean uneventful 1t Was 31mple in that everythlng at home .was

'Ithsame tlme,.got.up at the same t1me,'and had thelr meals together.,f

- w1th wood has always been one of hlS "favorlte passtlmes.-'-He;T;’

;_{as very good at carv1ng 1tems out of wood Much of hls handl—

Arthur Hatfleld descr1bes h1mself as a bluegrass mu51c1anr:?5”
jArthur 1s thlrty seven years old and 1s currently 11v1ng Ant Glasf »
igow, Kentucky.v Arthur was born on Aprll 17 1946 in Glasgow Ken—”i

.‘?tucky.; Presently Arthur is: 31ngle, but he has been marrled and 4.

is now_ dlvorced lhere Were no chlldren from thlS marrlage._'fat;f

";Arthur attended elementary and Junlor hlgh school and completed 3

hlS sophomore year., He was a very good student whlle he was in

‘school Arthur wasuralsed by ‘a strlct aunt and uncle in a rural

f;settlng where llfe ‘was somewhat 81mpledj Slmple does not necessarl—.
‘done w1th a purpose, almost reglmental Everyone has hlS own spe-

cial eatlng uten51ls, spec1al chalrs, everyone went to bed at the

'~Wh11e hlS uncle was not totally agalnst formal educatlon, he d1d'
'glve Arthur the ultlmatum that 1f ‘he was to contlnue g01ng to

’flschool he wmust make stralght As.

Arthur s occupatlonal hlstory 1s rather sporad1c.~'Whateyer¢"

‘lthe JOb hlS mus1cal 1nc11nat1ons always took precedence.:>W0rking;

*work has an aesthetlc as well as a functlonal value., I asked'f;

";Arthur why d1d he not keep any=of‘hls carv1ngs and he answered

'"I spend ‘a lot of tlmela travelln around“
' I Just llke to make m and sell m or Just

glve m away. I can always make more”

LfHe went on to conf1de that the money from these carv1ngs often
¥$helped to keep h1m in "brew._ He is’ an accompllshed beer drlnker.w
'VHe went on to say that thls Vfault"'has done much toward lessenlng:
" his playlng ab111t1es._ He helps a fr1end 1n a- cablnet maklng bus—f»
llness« on and off } Arthur has also g1ven mus1c lessons,»he playsf
ffiddle, banJo,jmandolln, gultar, and can "bang out a tune on.a . _
fpiano@_ Slnce travellng plays so'much a part 1n hlS llfe, he feels
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‘that it is somewhat impractical to spend much time with the piano.

Arthur has held. numerous factdry jobs, all of which were much to
~static and stolid. I asked Arthur what were his religious con-

victions and he said:

"I really don't have any. i don't care
much about talking about it or hearing it."

Arthur once traveled around a lot, mostly in the South and
the Southeast, playing with different bluegrass bands. "I start-
ed out a playing mostly the mandolin which made me happy because
it was my faﬁorite instrument. It was what I first learned to°

play. He said that the first time that he played for an audi-
ence he was seventeen and he was paid something like tem or fif-
teen dollars. I asked him what influenced him to want to play

and he said:

"I remember the first-time I heard Bill
Monroe piay on the Grand Ole Opry. ‘They
was singing "Blue Moon of Kentucky." I
knew I wanted to piay that kind of music.

He was playin' with the Blue Grass Boys.'

.Arthur said his uﬁcle played the mandolin and banjo' but he (Arthur)
did not care anything about it until he Heard them being played

“on the radio. I&ike many people, one of the big eﬁents was to listen
to the Grand!Olé'Opry'on Saturday night. Although Arthur states
that he has not any real religiousScoﬁﬁiction, he does have sever-
al sacred songs he likes-tb play. ASomé‘of the sacred songs he

" ”Dayfof Decision," (which

plays include'"Wayfaring=Strangér,
is probably my favorite), and "This World Is Not My H6me,""a

song he first heard éung by Bill Monroe.

Most of Authur'’s ﬁlaying now has been in nighfclubs and
lounges. He sald that he done not really like to play in "fhose
kinds of places," because they (the audience) are usually drunk
or drinking too much to know what they are hearing. He atdo
said that sometimes he was '"glad that they were drinking because

he would not have to play "them awful songs like "Almost Per-




'~suaded“ and other honky tonk songs,ithen T can pmay what T want.

d;pArthur went on to say that he” d1d not l1ke country mu51c all that-

xmuch He~ knew that most people Wanted to lump bluegrass mu31c 1n'

‘7w1th country.H He sa1d that he also drlnks when . he plays wh1ch hejnf.f

'iwfeels really affects hlS playlng, I asked who he enJoyed llstenlng

to and he sa1d as far as enJoylng and be1ng 1nfluenced by any par—
:ftlcular people, there Were a few people he 11ked . He llkes Doc '

hWatson,anrl Scruggs, Blll Monroe, Rlcky Skaggs and Emmylou Harrls_

(he sald as well as’ llklng her mu51c and v01ce she was n1ce to'<f,~"

flook at),'and the Dlllards., He met Blll Monroe once 1n North
'Carollna ‘and - thls was,.he sa1d one of the greatest experlences

. of. h1s 11fe.airY7L

Arthur does not l1sten to the radlo much almost never watch—h

.es - telev131on, unless somethlng in. the way of a bluegrass band 1s

" -lom.. He sa1d that a couple of the programs He has watched are'"L1vey

-from Wolftrap and "Austln C1ty L1m1ts.c‘ Slnce he does not stay

:in one place for very long at a tlme, he does not ma1nta1n any

*klnd of record collectlon He has bought several records but

1qhas let. people borrow them or Just glves them away.. (He has'

‘ bllstened to some of my records and has enJoyed them, he really

5 mllkes Phll Ochs stuff partlcularly'"There But For Fortune ?

'and some of Jon1 Mltchell s: older mu31c ) . ‘ PR
Arthur can s1ng but does not do 1t very much .;I;asked_himfh-

lziwhy th1s was and he sa1d

‘"I 11ke the hlgh way of 51ng1ng, but‘~ » N
I can t get that hlgh my v01ce breaks;"'f"

AfHe went on to say that he d1d not care“that much for 31ng1ng h1m—h"

- self he does not care to hear other people 31ng all that much

Mostly Arthur now plays at famlly gatherlngs. He was mar—.ﬂ.

L§r1ed to my aunt for about four years and he ‘has become really

I

7;close to the entlre famlly and even though he and my aunt -are ’

fno longer marrled he feels comfortable around everyone.; He_;_ﬁh
':has played very 1nformally, when a few of ‘us get together

Because of h1s very easy g01ng personallty, he gets along
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quite well with audienceé. I have béen at a couple of events where
he hasiplayed and he would play cértaiﬁ songs that were requested.
He says that he does not like showiness or flashiness in a perform-
er; he hates it When.an audience expects him to wear a cowboy hat

. or wear boots. E&en though he says he cannot read music, he says
he "does recognize a few notes here and there."” He said he learns
most of his songs by just listening to records or other people
playing. He knows enough about chording that he has given guitar,

mandolin, and banjo lessons. He has also managed a music store.

Some of the songs in his repertoire include "Uncle Pen,"
"Across the Waﬁes," "Down Yonder," "Salty Dog," and "01' Slew-
Foot." Arthur classifies his music as bluegrassi however, when
he plays a song from another catégory, he is quick to categorize

it according to the type it is.-

Arthur has made a‘féW«albums with several unknown bands, none
of which ever really made any beflg sales; he haslplayed at blue-
grass festivals and confests where he has won first prize for fid-
dling. Music is an iﬁtegral part of Arthur's life. It is so im-
portant to him that it was primary.in the disolving of his and my
aunt's marriage. Arthur had rather play his music than hold a
public job and ﬁhen his job conflicted with his_playing, the
job went. It is ﬁery moving to see him diligently at work on
an instrument.‘ He has made banjoss and fiddles. One of his
favorite hobbies is to take old instruments and try to éalvage 1

them into reusuable instruments.

I asked Arthur about how many hours a week he played. I
was surpfised when he said that if he was holding a public job
and worked forty hours a week he would play twenty to thirty
hours a week. He said that he never tired of playiﬁg. Arthur
likes nothing better than someone's showing interest'in what
he plays. When I asked Arthur if he ever ran out of'patience
with anyone taking lessons from him and he said:

‘"No, because you have to realize that




_”We both laughed when he sa1dx“lﬁh;
'l.-he would gladly teach anyone whether th@y pald or. not.

l:scrlbed thlS notebook as beln’

gto or.. take away from.;

it;lf p0531ble, plays the recordlng

fhwrltten down. He sa1d that;

'gndoes 1mprov1s

““m[grandmother a so;
’_occas1on, 1n a worklng contextlﬁ.

'"ffhave hlS mus1c.,ﬁ' _
hJJust as pr1v1leged to. play forﬂfr1ends and famlly as- he would

i;be nlaylng fo

"?lThere have been people,_Arthu'
”“,:not thlnk they llked bluegrass}

:5~played llve at a mus1cal:even

fﬁfAll klnds of people have showef

’:{traveled around A

7:along a couple of 1nstruments

‘not’ everybody s gonna"
pace You have to be ";'H

bes1des, they pay me

Arthur does Beep a note book of favorlte songs.a He de—"

"b1nder that I can add pages ?f;i"

>;What7he does ;s, when he hears a song

"that he partlcularly llkes, he wrltesvthe words to that song and

.ver untll he has the chords.ﬂrﬁﬁ-'

f he llked a song well enough ‘to:

}wrlte 1t down he generally would playwlt llke he hear 1t.~@Hef3}ﬂﬂ?”

he does th1s A
: ZFor example, he has learned

:and "Knoxv1lle

« €5G1rl '. ‘ »ned ‘as’a performance on spec1al

'h1s mu31c s, mostly a part of

'ﬂhls everyday llfe. He does not have a place of hlS own, other

';than hlS aunt and uncles house,,so helstays w1th frlends who

are generallyl mus1c1ans also'

;Wherever he 1s_ he 1s g01ng to

N

."unpretentlous.c He would;feel

. a. huge audlence or for someone famous.; There

is somethlng electrlfylng about hear1ng someone play llve mu81c

‘told me, who sald that they d1d

fslc, but when they heard it

they enJoyed 1t thoroughly.pzlﬁ”-

’xiArthur says that everyone llkes bluegrass a llttle, "they have to.

"up at hlS performances when he Q;F;~'

Anytlme Arthur comes for.a'v151t he Just happens-.f"

flMy brother, wh“*“”

"fmy cou51n,“who plays a lot and'Arthur all get together and play




for hours at a time. It is 1nterest1ng because I have noticed that
there is a lot more talking. and - 1nteract10n among “the family during

these se851ons, otherw1se very llttle is sald.

I told Arthur that I was d01ng this. prOJect for a class and
I asked him what he thought about What I was d01ng He was pleased
when I told him that one of the main concerns of the course was
to understand the s1gn1f1cance of preserving all kinds of music.
He feels that it is wery important to keep all kinds of music
"alive" byAtraditional methods 6f passing it along from persont
to person. He says that there are not all that many true blue-
_grass musicians in comparison with other types of musicians. He
_saidethat it took a lot of dedication to play well whether you
.played professional.or not. "He wént on to say that he has given
up a lot in life just for the privilege of playing. He said that

he would not change his decision about playing-it was his life.




