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Bob and Marty York

'EbblYofk is "afdown—hdme traditional country music-
‘ian;" aécording %o his soﬁ;*Marty} Marty York, on the
ofher haﬁd, ”1s a kind of Dop,country mu31cwan,‘ according
to his fathér,_Bob; ,Th¢5e<twoﬂKentucky musicians -have
léarnéd,'over.the yeafs,fo accepf eééh'othérs st?lesfaf
mu81c,‘whlch on paper are strl 1ng1y s1m11ax,‘but in real-
1ty.are;margedly dliferent.: Thelr reDé%OWres con81st of

lméﬁyfof'fﬁeisame spngs,'butlthe different ways in which
they play tﬁésevsohgs'produces‘a completely.different
atmosphefe'aﬁd feéiing.abbﬁ£;tﬁe(ﬁuéiizf?' |

Bob York appears>tb béffypical Qf traditional Kentucky
musicians;i At the ace-df Tél'iﬁ ﬁ939 he wds‘taught to
play the gu1tar by hls mother, Nora York. '”I can‘femember

:.my motker playlng the gultar ever 31nce I was a.small
Achlld.:,We~wou1a come lﬂ from chores, we llVPd on a farm,
‘énd éfter’sﬁpper Mother would play nice soft music, on
hér'guifartﬁo:try tg calm:me'ddwnffor-bed." AHe.latér
learned tﬁﬁglay ﬁhe.ggitaf.from_hi§lmother, and he séys
-the'muSiégcfeétéd-a-bond_betweéﬁ them‘becauséfthey'could
.fhen}§ommunicate withbeach bthér Witﬁout ever‘saying a

.Bob”ﬁés}theioﬁly dne in his immediate. family ™who

- o ‘ tobk afshihe #é music,ﬂ as’ﬁé;puts it. ”Mothér.didn't
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sing much, she: ]ust played her music, so I decided 1t was -

time .to put some words\gg/her music. It was mostly silly

,11ttle songs about school and the farm, ‘but I guess that's

when I really sbarted enJoylng mu31c, when I hed a part in

oreatlnv it.

‘He played off and on untll he got marrled -to hlS w1fe5

,Helen, and hao chwloren of hlS own, and then he increased

“his playing in the hopes that one of his children would

also be interested in music. It was - at this time that he

was ﬂost deeply 1nvolved in mu31c. ”I began to write -

‘more songs and T learned to- play some new instruments-

the bapjo and the fiddle._ I 1isteﬁed to the Grand 014

Opry everj chanoe I ﬁot because I loved their style of

‘real country music and it vave me the lnsplratlon to keep

‘on playing right here 1n;Sa&1ev1lle, Lentucky."

Bob 'was so impressed_with the popularity of those
mﬁsicians %hat he thought héfwoﬁia givé it a try himself,
and record some of his own mus1c. He paidr%o have two
of his songs pressed 1nto a 31ng1e gif You Ain't a Pussycat
and‘chains of Love?)_ "That's the. total of»my professional
music career. The recordiﬂg Wasn't:?ery good, and I gave
most of the copies to my friends aﬁo'ﬁeighbors." »

It was aroundethis tiﬁe thet Bob taught his son,
Mafty, tovplay thelguitar;’ Mar£y reﬁembefs, "when I
wasvabout eight y@afs‘old.my‘ded started teaching me how
to play.A'I was fhe o@ly one of fhe five kids who was
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”.interested‘iﬁ music,u In'fact I loved music, any kind ‘

of mu31c,‘and I was ready to learn everytnlng I could
about it.n Marty kept on playing. hlS fathers mu81c,

but‘alsoflearned about,other musics. He joined the

-;Jr.'High ba@d andylearned how_to play the “trumpet and .

how fo-read uuSic, "and as the. yeare went on I kébt-on

N learnlng how to olay new- 1nstruments - trombone, plano,

drums, french horn, bango, and flddle
Durlng hlgh school and rlght after “igh school

Barty was 1nfluenced by the surge in rock mu31c and he
and

© formed a rock ‘band™>played lead electrlc gultar and sang

lead vocals.‘ After playlng for a few years 1n the clubs

in Lex1ngton,Marty lound his heart wasn't really 1nto

: olaylnm rock music. Hls father says of thls period,

"Marty was an excellent mu3101an and I was - thrllled at-

- the thought ofznls devotlon to mu81c, but I hated that

loud junk music he was playlng

| Marty soon returned to.-his country roots of mus1c.
He began olaylng some of hlS fatners orlglnal songs,
after he olsbanded hle rock band. "I really ldked_the

words and the meanings of the'songs,'but I just couldn't

-handle the real twanéﬁ.country sound, so I keptothe:words

and)changed'the.music. ,WeedleSS to say, Dadfwasnﬂt real
happy about me chanvlng aroun@:his eongs."
~ "Bob descrlbed thls perlod ln‘his'sons nusical‘career
in the following way,"It WanBetter.thaﬁ?playing rochn
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music,. but I hated the thought of him changing the music
to my songs. He got rid of the real country feel of the
music and gave it an upbeat pop-country feel. We had
many diségreements about the changes and it tcok me a long
time‘to accept the fact that he wasn't going to play

music my'way. T fimally accepted it when I realized that
his style of music meant as much to him as my style of
mﬁsic meant to me,"

Marty bought a synthésizer and used. it for a per-

cussion and chord background for his guitar, banjo, and
fiddle playing. This time hé played the country music
tiewit in Lexington. Of his fathers attitude at this time
he said, "I thought Dad would be thrilled at the thought
of his songs being played eVery night for audiences, but
he wasn't. I guess he thought the music wasn't really
his any more after I changed the music. We didn't get
along well for guite some time because of the music.
It was really hard because it was music that made us so
close, and now it was that same music thét was tearing
us aparf. He came arouhd after a while, though, after
he realized I was going to play the way I wanted to."

Bobh then began to suppbrt his sons career by helping
him get local press coverage and by helping him enter
contests. His biggest push came when he helped Marty

get a recording contract with Epic Records to do a single,
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‘with two of the songs Bob had wrltten(?ven Though and

Bllly ate, a. spoof on Billy Carter ) Bob sald "I was
absolutely thrllled the flrst»ulme_I heard mJ.son‘and my
»sohg on the rad10.~‘It sort of made up for fhe sdcoessh |
‘i.dreamed,of in the"Opry‘Days;"‘- |

“The record wa.s not a success, but Warty tho ght it
was a good start.He kept p]ugglng away Nlth the hopes
that he would. soon get his break He entered many taleht
shows hoplng for exposure, the most recent and 1mDortant
belnv the "You can Be a Star" show organlzed by 8111
~ Anderson, and shown on ﬁubllc Telev1s1on. He dld not
win , however he was hotlced by Peellee King who set WMarty
, up for a recordwng contraot w1th Bill Walker in Nashvwlle.
In‘his contract he recorded two of his fathers songs—
°Eveh'Though¢ahdfForever Xoursf'ahd several of his'ohn
songs including“Hills of Kehthckyf“Be Thahkfult and” hove
e ¥ | | |

4Marty isvcurrently-plaYing at Sigee's Bar at the
Harley.Hofeivih Lexington, where he'has been for the past.
o six Jears. - A typlcal show 1ncludes his songs, hlS father s
songs, ff"popular artlsts songs(llke Tee Greehwood and
Alabama) and the old standards llke“Rocky Top" and "Salty a

Dog". He_alterﬁages from- h’

to bango and fiddle’ throughout the annt

Bob goes to see hlS son perform regularly and o:ten

EOLKLIFE ARCHIVES

. KEMTUCKY BUILDING
WESTERN KENTUCKY UNive.l”
BOWLING GREEN, KY 42101 -




ends up playing a few songs with his.gon during the night.

Bob says of the experience, "Tt's a lot of fun to be up
there on étage and it feels good to get the encouragement
that the audience'gives you, but, to telllyou the fruth
I'd rather be sitting in my'living room playing for myself
and my wife." | |

| Both men appear to have accepted each_others musics.,
Bob.sometimes plays Martys st%}e at the club, and dufing
family get-togethefs Marty plays Bob's style. Though éach
has his-own way of playing bdsically fhe same songs, e€each
is comfortable with the others style.

It will be interesting to see what the next York

generation will do[With music. ¥ill Bobs songs then take

'on a punk flair?
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