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RAFTING IN TAYLOR COUNTY

o ""Rafting'" means little to-us now éxéept..foy hazy pictures

in our minds kindled by such men as Mark Twain. However,
to my surprise, right here in Taylor County logging and rafting
were suécessfully undertaken by many farmers who profited by
selling thelr surplus timber to the Wood Mosiac Company of
Louisville until 191l.t

Two of their main agents in this area, Alley and Clarance
Whitney, bought timber. extensively in the surrounding: counties
bordériﬁngreeﬁ River and Taylor County. Everyone contacted
remembered something about the Whitney brothers.Z

The rafts. that were constructed to transport the. logs to
Bluff Boom (two miles north of Greensburg)fwere shaped by
young enthﬁsiastic men who enjoyed the adﬁenture of their work.
‘Their livelihood, struggles, expverlences, and memories comprise
the basls of this collection, aided by th; recolléctions of

their surviving f

el

lies and neighbors.

Rafts were &ggéized as a means by which farmers, the first
actual timbermen of this area of Cen{E;LI Kentucky bordering
Green River, could transport their logs to market. The area
surrounding Lemon's Bend, Tampeco, Neatsville, Rominé, and
the Sullivan's Dump area included some of the finest Virgin
fOrest‘inﬁthéﬁstate of Kentucky. Because of the magnitude of

supply of unteuched timber in thls area, it is only natural

1 _
James Phillips, Personal observations of Folk Culture

class project in Summer Sesslon of 1967 at Campbellsville College.

2The single exception was Carmen Spears Cavps, a native

of Cumberland County. : FOLKLIFE ARCHIVES
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that this area would be logged commerically when knowledge
of the rrelatix_re abunda‘nce of Grade A lumber was known té the
larger 1umbering interests.

The first énd only cbmpany to extensively log in the
Lemon's Bend area of Taylor County, which is located near
the Green River Dam Project, was the Wood Mésiac Company of
Louisvilie, Kem tucky.3 Alley an;l Clarance Whitney, who
worked for themymoved to Taylor County in 1907 and ~began
logging operations the next ye;r. | They worked in this area
until 191k.4 |

Clarance and Alley Whitney were well séauainted with their

proféssion, Having logged ];rev: ously in All County, evén_
to the extent € being able to judge the worm-eaten condition
of a tree as it stood” or\tke amount of timber a tree would yield.
Shrewd, but honest Bussihess experience, kef)t_Allej' and
ClarancesWumbering interests al,s'q';@efyma solid finém’:;@d‘ foundation.
They had fine relations with the farmers. aé' well as with their
employees, because they paid high nrices for'goéd timber and
a de:geif wageto the young rf.i:f‘telr's.5 |

The men who worked for Alley and Calrance were arcund
twenty years old. Like youth everywhere they worked hard and
nlayed hard, but they were responsible young men, never shirking
responsiblility,even in -the' face of danger. Most of the in-

formants remembered the:following men who worked for the Whitneys.

3Maggie McCubbin Whitney, Daughter of Clarance Whitney,
Tzylor County, July 12, 1967.
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~John Gabe Young was a surley mule driver who several

people mentioned. Arther Rucker was a huge fellow, strong as

an o;;who wrestled with anyone. He was very even-pémpered

but when provoked he proved to be mofe than any man could
control..Arther and his brother, Omar, two of Whitneys!

orimary raftmen "didn't turn nothin down" as Rufas Stubbs said.6
T.R. Edrington worked on the rafts with the Rucker bowys. He

said regarding thelr attitude toward the River "They}d asooned
get their feet wet as any whale."7Thomas Kartin, who worked
with his uncle recalled how an overturned wagon 1oatd.'_c.rfl,ogsalﬂ'\.ﬁ"s'L
fell into the river on top of Wélter Martin. Howeven'he mariaged
to pole vault out of the way saving himself and his boat.

Thomas Martin and Bud Blevins broke an oar pin one day at
'ﬂBig Rock" near Lemon's Bend in Green River, during high Water.

- Both 'men were kneec deen in water because the. raft was runnlng
heavy, being ccmnoeed mostly of oak 1ogs.4They did manage,
however, to replace the oarpin and save the raft. Arther-
Rucker was ﬁot so lucky though, one time he broke his leg’
While_aitempting'the same thing.8 Surprisingly though ,
accidents were rare; the only serious dangefﬁbeing wet feet during‘
the colder mounths.

o These men were professionals; they knew what they were
:{deing in all phases of their work. They lost little time

6Ibid .

7Thomas Martin, Taylor County, June 25, 1967.

80p.Cit. Maggle McCubbin.
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because of carelessness, underpay, or overwork. Everyone
respected theg,and they showed mutial respect to the people
who boarded them at night on the river. These young:men
were remembered-as sfrong,firile, personable, fun-loving,
and responsible citizens to all who had met them.

Virgin timber was primarily removeﬁ from Neatsville -
near Knifly, Romine.- near Lembn's Bend in Taylor County,
and the Tampeco Area in Southern Taylor Couhfy; The logs
were vushed into the river at places calléd ;dumpﬁéf)

Romine and Sullivaﬂs Dump wefe two of the main raft building
1ocatioﬁs around Lemon's Bend. Logs were cut, Snaked? of

y carried on wagons to the rivers’ edge and dumped in to awailt
high water. The rafts were constructed_uéually in a daf%”
time Drov1aing water ard weather vpermitted.

The rafts were constructed by alternating heavy and 1ight
logs of oak and ropular, the principle trees of commercial
importahce in thié area. The logs were held next to each
otheff by chain dogs driven down :auross 1ong strlos of
green wood laid down parallel to the.length of thse raf?,
Everyfhing on the raft - was held together with the ind;spensable

chain dog, which was the most complicated part of the raft%o

900. Cit Maggie McCubbin.

10C..rmen bDears Caobs. In the Cumberland County area
the ehain’ dog was not used extensively.- Hickory pins: were
driven through the parallel strips that ran the length of the
rafts _injplace of the dogs thus showing a marked recional
trait of unis area of Kentucky.
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Simple cooking was done on the rafts during calm water
or while the rafts were tied up. TheAusual run from fHomine
o Bluff Bogm'1asted one day, but many fimas ah overnigﬁt‘stop
‘was r;ec;eSSi',ﬁ’a_'l'"eJ by bad weather or bad water conditions.
When rafts were taken down the river farther than'Blufqyﬁéém,
it was not uncommon to see shanties or crude shelters jefgcted
-on the rafts, but around this area usually such was not
neccessary.,

The 6ther vital equipment Included an assortment of ropeé,
cheains, 16ng poles (some with spikes on the énd),‘ali purpose
boats, "canit hooks"€(which move the logs bg:lénd), ﬁinches,

draft animals, hammers, axes, crosscut saws, and sharp knives.

The men who rafted this area of Taylor and Green Counties -

loved their work - although it was demanding on their personal
lives as,weil as their loved onés; VTfeir character was .
impec&ébié»as~wés'their work. -Althoéz 11ttie has been
.recordedﬁrégarding_their work, it has ?rovided much economic
aid td this.community. In the truly Americaﬂ‘trgéitibﬁ,
the "raft§men" of this area around Lemon'szehd, enjoyed
their'wgrk; they had a'job“to do, and they were determined
to do 1t well for the benéfit of themselves and their

community.
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A Tynical Green River Raft

Plate 1.

The rafts Iincluded from fifty to one-hundred logs
usually ten or ﬁWel_ye feet in length., The heavier logs
(oak etc.) were alternated with popular logs. _Vt'<') _inéure :
floatation and maneuverability. Four men wére neccessary -

to run a typical raft, two.wen on each oar.
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Chain Dog

Plate 2.

The chain dog was indispinsable in’ the
construction of the Green River rafts. They held

together the entire raft. They.were usvally 15" long-
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Pilke

Plate 3.

The pike or spike was an all purpose tool used
both in raft construction and pulling up sunken logs.

They were usually twelve to fourteen feet long.

Raisé Boat

Plate l.

The raise boat, skiff, or John boat was often
~used during raft construction. They were large enough

to carry a full grown cow if the need arose. '
, EQLKLIFE ARCHIVES
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GLOSSARY

Big Rock- A large boulder in the center of Green River
near Lemon's Bend.

Blueskin, Blackjack Whalen- Long notched poles, usually
usually a sapling that ran the lingth « the raft
. on both sided on which pegs or dogs were fastened

to each log thereby holding the raft together.

Bluff Boom- Located two miles north of Greensburg near
Whitewood where the railroad picked up timber
for this area.

Boom, Boom Pole- A hickory pole that was twisted around
a log chain and tied down to keep the chain taunt.

Branding-~ The method of marking logs for identification.

Can't Hook- Instrument used for moving logs around outside
' of water.,

Cross Lift- The most drastic action taken by the raft
prilot to avoid collision. The rear oar turned
hard right and the front oar hard left.

Dog, Chain Dog- Two metal spikes joined by small length
of chain twelve to fifteen inches in length
used to hold the raft together.

Log Hammer- Tool used to mark thelogs for identification.

Neetsville- Virgin timberland near Knifley

Oar Pin- Hickory pin covered with axel greece, placed through

the oar into a hole in the padé planks.

Pad Planks- The boards doged or pinned down at the ends
of tle. raft used for stending on and as a
foundation for the oars.

Pick, FPike, Spike- Small spearhead with protruding hook set

on ten to twelve foot pole used extensively in
putting rafts together and taking them apart.

Raise Boaty, Skiff, John Boat- All purpose boat used in
making and dismantling rafts.

Romine- One of the principle dumps of the Limon's Bend Area.

Snaking- The use of oxen in pulling logs qencrately or one

behind the other out of the woods to the river edge.

Steerman, Pilot, Mam'ager- The boss of the rafst. FOLKLIFE An'CHWEs
KENTUCKY BU!LDING
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Sullivans Dump- Located at the western end of Seven Springs
Hole in Green River.

Tampeco- Virgin timberland in southern Taylor Cournty
) two miles southwest of the Gonfederate lonument.
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Thomas Rhcodum Edrington
1109 Lebenon Ave., Talor Co.
June 11, 1967
Thomas R. Edrington: Well, they dumped the logs at Romine
a 1o£; it was one of the main dumps. They threw them iﬂto
the river to walt for high water, then loaded them at Bluff
Bbom on railroad cars.
Jemes Phillips: What did the rafts look like, sir?
Thomas R. Edringtoné They lined up the logs like this
(gesture) as they put the raft together. Then they got a
sapling or blueskin, svlit it, and laid it iéngthwayg;like
this. Then they took chain dogs and nailed two on each log
holding half of the sapiing on each side of the raft.
They'd get a popular log every four or five logs apart.
A oak log would not float. Maybe Tifty or sixty logs;
there was logs from here to that mail 'box smmetiméS-
( about 150 ft.). Those logs were about twelve feet long.
The Pilot would yell "full left" and whip that raft right
out of the way of the bank or & rock or what ever was in
front of them.
There was two men up front and two men on the back.
Only four men rode them rafts, never more,but they never
got hurt.
Me and my dad had contract with the Whitney boys to
get logs to the Wood Mosiac Company of Louisville. They
bought a lot of timber around Neatsville or anywhere

they bought timber, me and Dad would take it to Bluff Boom

FOLKUFE ARCHIVES
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Four men rode. the rafts, two on the front, two on

~ the back. Alley and Clarance Whitney worked for the

Wood lipsiac Company, they were buyers and operators.
James Phillipsf Mr. Edrington, who do you remember most
from those days? 7
Thomas R: Edrington: dmar and Arther Rucker did most :iof
the building,of the rafts. They were:cousins, I believe,
Omar was a heavy built man, strong as an ox. They just
asooned be in the water as any whale. ~They.built the rafts
and tied them uﬁ in. the pools to wait for the tide to come‘
because of tle sandbars snd riffels. Just any time the
river was up they'd rud some rafts, maybe three or four,
maybe seven in oné day, one after another. Sometimes
they had rafts tied up ﬁt Romine and Néetsville, ther¢
ain't no Romine no more.

No body but the Whitneys ever did any logging around

here sept the farmers for thelr needs. Thats about all

I know.

At Bluff Boom back before the railroad, they pushed
the logs into a shoot at the mill. The log driver was the

one who did it. That was before my time tho.

James Phillips

107 Cedar, Campbellsville
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Rufas Homer Stubbs
Bertha Xerr Stubbs

Lemons Bend, Taylor Co.

June 15, 1967

James Phillipns: Tell me about the rafts that used to run

down the river.

Bertha Kerr Stubbs: I've been livin here since '99. He

(her husband) been déad twenty-three year. They had a log f

raisen here when this house was built. They had two men

- ier

on the end of every log. People used.to help each other out
a lot then. Women ud have a quiltin,:men get together an
cut tobacco.. When I ..;

Rufas Stubbs: You know, they dumped the logs at the bluff
and dogged:%m.together to make the raff. They had on each
end an oar and two men to row 1t.an' steer. Water had to
rise before they could float the rafté to Greensburg or ]

Bluff Boom where they opened up the rafts and ran em in

the shoot or loaded them into railroad cars. But I never ...

Berthe Kerr Stubbs: They'd stay out all night, Pa lost his

cap, finally he got holt 6f it tho , away down the river.
Rufas Stubbs: Ha! old Jim and &oe were used to pulling a
slide and hallen fodder an corn, and when a wagon came along
they wouldn'd pull it.
Bertha Kerr Stubbs: Everything was hauled on wagon, maybe
four or six oxen pulled’ém and if they (logs) didn't move,
something broke. MNost everybody had oxen. PThey had a yoke
| | FOLKLIFE ARGHIVES
\ KENTUCKY BUILD'N®
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and gathered corn that way with a chain right down the middle.
Rufas Stubbs: Used a dog =you know what' a dog is Jimmie?
They used a dog to hold the oars an such on them. But the
-handle was 1iké a big oar and dropped in the slot. They
used poleS to move the raft along in slow water. The manager
gave the orders, gulded it By the poles and oars. fhese
logs had planks across them in pnlaces. There was not no
danger except getting your feet wet. But one time the fellow
said *Jumpback so you wont get your feet wetl" and he
didn'% get a speck of water on him, Thét ﬁaé at Big Rock.
One blace a big rock on the river ﬁo doubt bigger than this
room maybe larger. 1t caused the water to swerl real bad.
Bertha Kerr Stubbs: Bringing those 1ogs to the river
caused a lot of rheumatism in the_mehfolk. Ma didn't see
much of it, girls just didn't see much of those things.
Rufas Stubbs: They used a érosscut saw to cut the timber.
It was what you call "Virgin" timber. Popular had to be
sandwitched between hard wood such as beech or hickory so
it wouldn't get too deep in water. Before they rafted any
they justAturned those logs loose and brought them to the
Boom. They(Clarance and Alley Whitney) bought a crop of
timber off our oplace. They were ruff and hadt be to take
it on those trivs. I've heard him say they'd be one fellow
along who was ruff enough to keep everybody awake. He lost
his cap and he found it down at Bluff Boom. Men were honest
but ruff and stout. ' _

Omar and Arther Rucker was like that. One of them said

FOLKLIFE ARCHIVES
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!3ohn Willie get on my back, I'1l not let you get your feet

wet 1! He weighed a whole lot,Big and strong but not too tall.
He rasseled with anybody, a common verson couldn't even
throw him down; Good natured, but you couldn't éress him
far. They was stubborn but sincere. Real he-men, they
didn't turn nothin down,,thats all I'11 say about them.
They was 100% for each other. | :
' June.ZOth 1967

Rufgs Sfubbs: They built those rafts right on the river.
Sometimes they used Sullivans Dump near here. They had to
watch em when they dumped ‘um in, sometimes they wouldn'd
come up. Down at Bluff Boom they'd load the logs on wagons
or railroad cars,well, sometimes aouble boomed. A Boom
was made of hickory fwisted around the chain and tied

down to hold the -chain tighter sos thelogs will not slip.
Bertha Kerr Stubbs: Our house is been here since 199.

Its built of sycamore logs. There wasn'f né ceiling when
we came. It was needen plastering SJS we cbVered it with
weather boarden. We donjt know when these wallboards.was

sawed.

James Phillips

107 Cedar, Campbellsville
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Thomas Martin
Merchantys Hotel |

‘June 25; 1967

James Phillips: You used to raft logs around Lenon's
Bend didn't you, Mr., Martin ? I'd sure appreciate it if
you would tell me a 1little about those days.

on the rafts around

Thomas Martin: Yeah, I used1nﬁworﬁ
here; never been further than Suﬂﬁerset my whole 1life.
They'd take these popular logs and put them between
oak, ﬁhey;d usually sink, oak is a heavy wood. Maybe
two or fhfeé popular was put between. Then they split a
blackjack or.blueskin to-hold>the logs together. They
notched m sos to hold the logs more steady. |
They used a hickory pin to hold the oars. They had:
two oars on front and rear of the raft; The man on the
end of 1t would holler "full left" and the other oreman
up front’would ﬁork with him to keep the raft off the bank.

When they hit a sand bar, SOmétimes or hit the bank

‘and stuck there ,they had to be broken up and rafted ageain,
That was around 1900. They rafted the best section of
timber in that section was the Tampeco section.of south-
west Taylor County, just southwest of the Confeaerate
Monument about two miles.
James Phillips: What about accidents on the rafts sir?
Thomas lMartin: The only accident I ever saw and it wasn't
serious to anyone, was when 1 saw some logs break loose _
and spill from a wagon commen right down on’Ung}e Walter
FOLKLIFE ARCHIVES
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Martin. He stuck fhat log pick into the river from his

raise boat and jumped as harcd as he could. He fell into

the water and ﬁnaloés fumbled in just-barely missing him

splashing water 2ll over him, but he wasn t hurt. That

pick pushed the boat out of the way and the logs never

got him or the boat, S

James Phillips: What is a raise boat?

Thomas Martin: Igg six or eight feet wide and twelve.

foot, ma&bQSixteen foot long. It could carry a cow easy.

They used é pole with a steel pick on it to raise logs

ﬁp. They had a wheel and chain‘pn'thgidag they'd take

those pick poles and push them 1ogs.an§where.%héj wanted

to. Then nail chain dogs in thﬂﬂogs and wind them up.
I've seen em with prety neén:a hunéred logs, Sixty

- or sévénty average number. They was governed by the number

of popular or oak; they didn't put many heavy logs on the

raft.. Me and Bud Blevens rode one down that was too

heavy., We was knee deep and the oar peﬁ7brbké when we come

to“Big Rock? Wé:always keot an extra. Oar pins were

made of hickory and covered with axle greece. Two hen on

each end Of‘tha raft workedtthe oars. The best way in the

world to’keep a raft from hitting something ' was a cross-

1lift. The steerman would call the order aﬁd he would

stoer hard right and the front man hard left.

James Phillips: How did they pull those chain dogs out?

Thoﬁas Martin: They pulled them out with a long plece

of steel five or six feet long which split in the end
_ _ ; FOLKLIFE ARCHIVES
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like a ¢law hammer. They loaded the logs onto the
railroad cars then right next to the river. 014 John

Gabe started his mules. They had & chain with a hook into

_ both ends of a ten foot log, then they started the team

up to pull 2 pulley and 1lifted the logs up out of the water.

They sold timber to the Wood Mosiac Company from
Louisville, I think. C.B. and Alley Whitney bought the
timber and rafted it down to Bluff Boom till they ran out
of timber. |

I've seen logs six foot high that L could bareiy
see over. If they had plenty of water fhey'd take those
big logs. Those boys knew what’they could'ao and they lost
very few logs. |

- Bluff Boom is about two miles north of Greensburg.

Thatk ‘where the& took ‘em out. Sullivank Dﬁmp is where they
dumped the logs in. Thats out on the west end of Seven

Springs Hole. Water boils up at seven places there.

James Phillips

107 Cedar, Campbellsville

FOLKLIFE ARCHIVES

KENTUCKY BUILD..

WESTERN KENTUCKY Ui ....3 ..
BOWIING GRrzIM, KK 42101

18




Jake Lemons

Sally Grant
Lemon's Bend

July 2 1967

Sally Grant: What do you want to know all this for?
James Fhillips: As I said before, anything you can
help me with regarding logging and rafting around here
will help me get a better grade in my history class
oroject. Everybody tells me that I should talk to you
and Jeke if I wanted to learn about the rafting.
Sally Grant: Well, our older brother Ned could help
you out a lot more, he worked for Claraﬁce Whitney when
they were logging around here. ¥ou know, there was ten
of us kids and all of us were born right here in this
room. This is a real old house.
James Phillips: It sure looks nice mam.:*
Jake Lemons: Those rafts had fifty or more.logs in %m,
maybe from here to the barn maybe longer. Sometimes they
hit a shallow nlace, you know a sand bar and sometimes
they'd cut the raft in two and start out over again.

They dumpred them logs into the river and would rut
them together with chain dogs; you know what they are?
Well, They'd take fem to Bluff Boom. A chain Dog looked
something like this(gesture). Anyway, they'd raft those
logs all year but mainly in the spring when the river was
at high tide . Theyd load 'om on the railroad cars at
Bluff Boom and ship ‘em off. |

FOLKLIFE ARCHIVES
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They, Whitney and them, would buy up timber and haul
it up to the bluff on wagons and teams till they cut up
all the timber. They could dﬁmp it in the river easier
than they could pay someone to haul it to the railroad
croésing down the road. ”

Jemes Phillipss Well Jake, how much moﬂéy did those men
make rafting those 1oés? | |

Jake Lemons: I don't kﬁow how muclh: money they got;
three or four dollafs maybe for hauling them logs down
the river, wharn't much. It wouldn't take a whole day.
Back then things.was cheep;not like it is now. - If a man
got a dollar a day he thought he was a getten big money.

Maybe four or five rafts_Would go down when the tide
come. They didn't lose many logs. Sold fem to the Mosiac
Company in Louisville, st111_in business today, I think.
James Phillips: Jake, what did those rafts look like ;
just so I can keep my facts straight.

Jalke Lemons: The crossvieces were split, about as big as
your leg, usually a sapling. They were nailed down with
the dogs. The rafts were mostly oak and povular, mostly
no beech as_far as I know. They put them rafts together
with these poles maybe twelve foot long; haa a hook on

the ‘end: like this(gesture). They'd dog ‘em together one at
a time using those éross nieces on each side of the raft,
‘“hen they get the logs to Bluff Boom they knock out the
dogs with sledge hammers, you couldn't prise them out with

no crow bar. They'd alternate them logs, one big‘un an
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one small one, a lot of times, 1 guess to keep from dragging
the bottom too much. Well, thats about all I know.

They'd hire another crew to break uv those rafts and
load them on tﬁe railroad cars. Those boys that rode

the rafts Wouldn't do it.

James Phillips

107°Cedar Campbellsville
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Henry Eubanks
Houchen's Parking Lot

July 9, 1967

James Phillips: Do you 1live around here sir?
Henry Eubanké; Yeah, I live over at Roachville on lMeadow
Creek pretty close to Green River; lived there all my
“1life same as my folks, |
James Phillips: 'I'll bet you've seen those rafts oh the
Green River a lot when you weré a boy. o
Henry Eubanks: Let me tell you something. I even rode
those rafts down the river to Bluff’Boom from our farm. My
daddy cut down logs and dumped’em into. the rivgr'from
land that belonged to the‘Eubanks long before fhe Whitney
boyskcgme around here buying timber an rafting it. I
think it was around 1920,

I got my eye pert nar put out afooling around while
I was riding down the river one time. Been bothered with
that eye ever since. I've seen men ride those rafts,
sometimes when they was too heavy, cum down the river in
water up to.their knees. See, when they rafted they put
a popular log between each heavy oak or hickory; they would
sink, see if they was all‘put together. Them Whitney boys
vere smart, they knowed how to raft them lbgs all right.
No one ever got hurt.
James Phillips: Who were the Whitney Boys?
Henfy Eubanks: They worked for the Wood Mdsiac Company

out of Louisville. Their names were Alley and Clarance
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brotheré, I think, or maybe cousins. AnyWay they's the

the ones who bought up the timber around here. They loaded
it up and carted'it on wagon to the edge of the river and
dumped fum into-the river. Then they'd teke chains, short

chains with spikes on the end and split a qapling putting

it lingthwise on the logs on each side and dog it down.
They put the oars on like this (gesture) on both ends.

- I don't know too much tenical stuff. I just rode them a
counle of times I never worked timber much.

Jeames Phillips: hen did you say all this took place?
Henry Eubanks: Well, best I remember Alley and Clarance
- Whitney worked around here several years bﬁt the timber

finally gavekout about 1920, I'd guess.

James Phillips

107 Cedar, Campbellsvilie
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Maggie Whitney McCubbin

Telephone
July 12, 1967

Mrs. Maggie McCubbin: Dad did his logging around Lemon's
Bend in 1908 until 1912 or 1, I'm not exactly sure.

I can't say BHr certain. Ve 1ived originally iﬁ!@lﬂen
County where we had'a farm. We moved to Téylor County in .
1907 but we didn't buy our farm until 1012. I don't

remember too much about their business, just what was told

to me. I was pretty small at that time.

~ We came to Taylor County in 1907 to move timber.
In the spring‘when the tidés came inAphey'd be gone for
days at a time to Bluff Boom near th%ewoéd.f Dad and
Tnecle A}ley were undef contract to tﬁfwgod.mosiac Company
of Louisville. Father could tell wérm eaten trees, the
number of logs a tree would make, how,many”boardé"it
would make, even before a tree wds cut.

Omar and Auther Rucker were two:good boys that
worked for Dad on the rafts regularly; They never got
hurt. There wasn'f much danger with rafts. The biggest
danger was.being thrown from the raft.. The water was so
cold, sometires, it had ice in 1.

liy father said they even :did some cooking on the rafts
~while they were tied un. Nothing fancy Just coffee and
the 1like. ;

Arther Ruckér broke his leg one time while rafting

but no one got hurt very often. Iy father'alwéys enjoyed
: : FOLKLIFE ARCHIVES
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the work. Dad knew the river from Neatsville down %0

[}

Bluff Boom around Greensburg. He knew every shoal;"Big
Rock" they had to avoid that., They couldn't get a raft
down in a days time. Yoﬁ know how high wafer is.

| lMostaf the men were fond of Dad and he paid tkem
well. They-enjoyéd’theit work:: He'd bring ‘em.and-some <
the men would'spena the night withlus and sometimes for
a meal.
James Fhillips: How did they tell whose logs were whose?
Mrs. Maggie McCubbin: They brandgd_the logs with a
hammer called the log hammer. It made a mark so you o uld
tell who owned what logs. The mark was put in the end of
the logs. ‘john Gabe Young hauled logs all of his life.
They also used a big blue octigon shaped piece o chalk
in marking the logs. I forgot its purpose. .Its funny
how those common everyday things slip your mind after a
few years. .

Dad didn't raft any after World War I. He worked for
a company that wanted gun stodt timber. He'weht far and
wide buying trees. |

Thas why we came to Taylor County, because no one
was rafting around here. He got%plenty of virgin timber
around knifly, Neatsville, and Tampeco. They had friends
all along the river where they'd eat and sleep at night.
Everyone was friendly with Dad. |

Uncle Alley was several years older than Dad so he

didn't raft much. He just wasn't as égile. Dad loved it
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even with all the hard work. Most of what T know is what
I heard, not what I remember Just like a dream,.so I don't
know. '

Dad had ran (rafté)'down in Allen County before we came

to Taylor County. When he came to Taylor County he was about
thirty. You had to be younger, agile to ride rafts. The
ones who ran the rafts were younger than Dad. He almost
wore himself out buylng gunstocks for the war effort.

‘They used a "cantt hook" to move the logs around on
the banks. Then1 they'd "snake" the logs around to tha river
before they "branded" them. . |

- Oh, they notched the poles thaﬁbran%the length of

the raft so the-logs world‘stay together better.

James Phillips
107 Cedar, Campbellsville
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Carmen Spears Capps
Telephone

July 12, 1967

Carmen Spears: Back around 1881 Bali Spears used to log
around thé Obey River in Cumberland Couﬁty near.Tennéssee.
They put those rafts toghther with woééen pins an inch
and a quarter across into holes that were bored out with
an auger. They cut notches in the whalen to help hold the
logs together. They worked for forty cents a day many
times, I've heard tell.

ihey hauled, thq}gﬁfted the logs from where we lived to
Selina Tennesse or to Nashville Which'ever brought the
highest orice.

I can remember my daddy whittling out those wooden pins .,
He had us kids put-them around the fire place to season st
when they put int the rafts they would swell tight.

| Those rafts were around a hundred feet long sometimes

and would run even at night if the moon was out and the
water calm,

The pins were driven through the whalen on top of the
logs. |

I'11 tell you how they measured how much good timber was
in a log. They measured tle length of the little end of
the log to tell how much good timber waé in it.

They had big wide timber on each side to walk on
called "pad planks". They also used a lot of grass cable

~
ropes to tie um uo with. : i
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Jmnes_Phillips: What about the other equipment besides
the wooden pins and ropes?

Carmen Spears Capps: Well, they used axes, skiffs or
"John boats", long spike poles to move the logs around,
can't hooks, and long poles to push off the’ banks with. |
Thgfmarked the 1logs in the end with a hammer with their
initials in it to keep them straight. That was called °
branding. I've seen lem haul logs four orqfive feet
through on those rafts sometimes - goiﬁg down theffiver

double, side by.side.

James Phillips
107 Cedar, Campbellsville
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APPENDIX

Carmen Spears Capvs is a native of Cumberland -County where
ske grew up. She did not-see-any rafting around Taylor
County, but .she rérembered much she had seen around the
Obey River amd Cumberland River mnear her home.

'Henry Eubanks grew up on Meadow Creek near Roachville in Green
County. He did not work for the Whitney brotheri)but he
had on occasion nJJQn their rafts. _

Thomas R. Edrington is a retired Western: Kentucky Gas Comoany :
employee ,who worked for Alley and Clarance Whitney when .
they raffed in Taylor County between the years of 1907~ : ‘.

191ly.

Sally Grant is the sister of Jake Lemons;both of which live
in Lemon's Bend in the same house their parents lived in
all their married lives. She recalled much herself and
asked her brother to speak to me. : .

Thomas Martin now works at the Merchants Hotel where he was
kind enough to contribute his knowledge of the rafts
he had helped to construct and run down the river. He
said he has never left Kerpucky.:: '’ in his life.

Jake Lemons of Taylor County did not work on the rafts, but he
did observe his brother who worked for the Whitneys.

Bertha Kerr Stubbs is the sister ®f Rufas Stubbs. She did not b
remember to much about the rafts, but she was willing to .
contribute anything of folk interest she could. ‘ :

hé

Rufas Stubbs (from Lemon's Bendz althoughhedid not see much -
of the actual rafting in ﬁis area, . worked dilligently i
tracing down people who could be good informants:

Margret Edith Harding Tucker informed me of Mrs. John MecCubbin
who 1s the daughter of Clarance Whitney. ,

Mrs. Maggle Whitney McCubbin recalled much about the rafts,
her fathers attitude: toward them and the river, and the
men who worked for her family.
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