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FoIkiore W|th Dennis the Menace

and Beetle Bailey

: Comic‘strips are a well-known part of the typical newspaper. They

- are inserted amongst all the seriousness of the world’s news to make

. light of life. Dennis the Menace and Beetle Baiiey are just a couple of

{'prime examples of comic strrps created to make light whiie most

‘ commonly using folk beliefs speech and children’s folklore.

7 My comic strlp collection consnsting of ten comics from Beetle -
Bailey and Dennis the Menace was obtained from the comic section of the
_Lexington Herald Leader during a five week span (January 21stto

" February 26th).: The comics selected consisted of different types of folk-
lore, this included fo}lk’belief, folk speech, and children’s folklore, such. |
as games. "

Out of the ten com_ics collected, the majority, seven, were from the
Dennis the Menace comic strip. 'Dennis the Menace is a one framed, black
and white (except on Sundays), comic strip illustrated hy two writers
that portrays a witty child that is notorious for making grcwn-ups appear
silly, especially Mr. Wilson. This comic strip is unique because it basi-

. cally deals with a child, on a comical level, who takes in everything
that's said and done around him and reuses it with his own interpreta-
tions.

| In analyzing the types of folklore found within the collection of
Dennis the Menace comics, 86% contained certain folk speech, while 14%
~used children’s folklore. Of all the ones containing folk speech, it was
interesting to note that Dennis the Menace was the only one speaking. He
was using ciassic phrases that a child wouldn’t normally use, but that
-had probably been overheard. The one containing children’s folkiore
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| played on an interaction between Mr. Wilson an.d Dennis,‘vthe_re Dennis,'-.
oh-ce again, makes ftm, unknowningh} of Mr. Wilson. |
" To make my collection complete, three comics were used from the
’ vcomic stripBeetIe Baily which is a common one to three framed, black

“and white (except on Sundays), comic strip produced by Mort Walker.

o This series of comics is deals with a older grcup of individuals who are

in the m|I|tary Beetle Bailey is the main character but unllke Denms
the Menace, he is not present nor does he have to be the subject of con-
“'versation in the series. The Sarge or his assistant are commonplace |
" within the comical story. This comic series often deals with the Sarge
because he is often strif’e with the basic‘problemsl of life. In fact,
Beetle Bailey was not used in any of the examples within this collection.
Folk s’peech’ was most prevalent in the samples collected, it was
present in 66% of the examples. Folk belief was found in the remaining
comic (33%). In deal'ing with the folk speech within the Beetle'Betley
series, it is interesting to note that when it is used, it is more of an
action and reaction. The speech is the reaction or it causes the action.
This was not the case in the Dennis the Menace series probably»ibecause
they only use the one frame and there is not a lot of room for a continu-

ous dialcgue, unless or course it is in the Sunday edition, which is full

colored. The Dennis the Menace more of a catch all lesson that is taught

from just looking at the one frame. It does not appear to unfold the
small plot that Beetle Balley uses.’ '

In collecting and analyzing these two comic strips, the folk idea
was prevalent just as it is in today’s day to day world. they are used to
make light of life, and considering that is its pUrpose,-they are

successful.
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PEOPLE MAKE JOKES DON'T.LETIT
ABOUT MY WEIGHT, "GET TO You
CHAPLAIN. IT HURTS

\
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BEETLE BAILEY .

January 28, 1994 o
“Keep your chin’s up” is an example of folk speech. It is used to try

and lift ones spirits.

THATS RIDICULOUS! \ YOU JUST HAVE TO

DARN! MY BALL 15 BE PATIENT, SIR.
OUT OF BOUNDS! / SOMETIMES A BALL HOW COULD THAT TURN YOUR BACK,
WILL MYSTERIOUSLY POSSIBLY CLOSE YOUR EYES,
ROLL BACK:'IN : AND BELIEVE IT

HAPPEN?

CAN
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BEETLE BAILEY. .~ " -

PRI\ Vsyp——

'

. January 29, 1994
“You just have to turn your back, close your eyes, and believe it can happen”
This is an clear example of one person’s folk belief. ~



PSS TIUIWY romow b
PUAS EFIMY WHoN R D

“Maybe Mr. Wllson is gonna give me a house,
for my birthday! He keeps askln if | have
a home of my own.”

DENNIS THE MENACE
DENNIS THE MENACE

“This is where Mr. Wilson parks it.”

—- -

January 25, 1994

“Parks it”is an example of folk
speech. It is used to help describe
where someone sits. (e.g. Park your"
butt right there)

January 21, 1994
- “Home of my ‘own”is an example of

folk speech
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g “If our house gets covered with snow, will
- we all be under the weather?”
—

“January 24, 1994

“Under the weather” is an example of
folk speech. It is used to help
describe someone who is not feeling

well.




ENNIS THE IMIENACE

“Of course I'm fidgety! The boy hasn't been over
all day and the suspense is killing me!”
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ENNIS THE MENACE B

« never thought I'd s€€ the day when it

[

took riches to buy rags!”

February 8, 1994
“Syspense is killing me” is an
example of folk speech. It is used in .

“to help describe someone who is on

edge _waiting tor something 10 happen.

February 25, 1994
«Riches to buy rags” is an example of
folk speech. This is a play on the

~ common phrase from rags to riches.

DENNIS THE MENACE -

“He's one of & kind, thank

goodness."

S

January 27, 1994

«One of a kind” 8 an example of folk
speech. Itis used in to help describe
someone/something that is unlike

anything else.




| BEETLE BAILEY . .- .-

PON'T GIVE ME
THAT OLD EXCUSE!

=

|
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February 15, 1994

-~ “My dog ate it” is an example of-folk speech.

This is an example of

DENNIS THE MENACE

to play a game call

I.'/. (s
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That'll keep
him busy for

PR PR o

January 30, 1994

Gee? He's alveady found
the rabbit and the duck.

Hmmm...would you like .
“TREASURE HUNT"2 o]

BY HANK KETCHAM
Find a baby rabbit,an ugly

duckling and an old goat
br and you'll win 3 DOLLAR!

BOOM! He got

you,George!

s

This larger comic has examples of folk speech and folk game‘s within.
The Treasure Hunt is a classic example of a children’s game while the
ugly duckling is a term used to describe something that is weird looking.
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