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Roy Houchin/Bob Ford . - March 23, 1980

Roy Houchin: Okay, there we go, That should get us all in here. Just by normal

conversation it ought to do it. L
Bob Ford: All right, Whenever youlre ready.
RHE: We are doing it,

BF

We are doing it right now, Easy there, boy, easy there. Your normal World
War I uniform aé you are looking at are button-type, button-up collar up around
the neck completély. Originally, they are the same as your Army uniform. There's
no difference. Officers of course = mostly are officers, there isan _m]_’sm—p_

p:i:lot which I'11 show you = are tailer made uniforms,

They had them special made. They had them made overseas,  This one I'm showing you
was - I dbn't know the society brand, but a lot of them were made in England, a"lot
of - them were made in France, a lot of them were made in San Antonio, Texas. Cost
these guys a hundred dollars for a uniform. Very, very high priced considering.
The wing on this one = this fellow here flew the II"EI'IIUEy-Page Night Bomber, It's
main job was to fly from England to Berlin to bomb, but before they ever got the '
planes -over there, the war was over - a week before. So he never got to bomb. I
just got his other uniform which is right beside.you this week, Last Sunday after-
noon I went down and got it. His name is John Connelly = a great gentleman. But
you notice in this uniform that he had over here, he has US on both sides and Sighal_
Corp flags, okay, which the World War I Air Service was comnected with the Signal
Corp, un‘b:l.l June 6, 1918, then it was made the Air Service, Now the date may be

a day oruvo off. Now if you look on his other - before we go to that other un:Lform,

on this uniform there are embroidered wings, but they're not sewn on. They!re metal
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backing with pin on, which is a different type of wing. If you can see, they're
metal backing with an embroidered black covering with fancy embroider with the US
in the center, As you know, they'ire making many fakes of this today., Now Ilve

never seen one exactly like this, but they are making fakes, because there are poor

people who get stuck in buying them thinking they are original. And it's a shame,
Okay, 1 got this guy's picture, I got his trunk, I got all the notes 'bhat he had
from Princeton Ground School, from Ellington Bombing Field, all his notes, and all
_" a lot of stuff. A lot of good paper work with 54. There's a lot of stuff in thal
trunk there = I got his hat and all his different things and some othér pictures.
And here's something kind of pretty that he give me. One of his girl friends
stitched a handkerchief, and you can see they made a wing, &, US nng, up in the
almost “the “size
B right, left=hand corner, whatever, of that handkerchief,\of the US wing. Now they
put a star above it. Now that star signifies that he was a Senior pilot, which
there was very, in my estimation there was oniy twenty=-seven US men in World War I
qualified to be student, or Senior pilots, Senior Command pilots. So there wasn't
many of them really around. Now there was more wings, but she just done that to
make it look good. This is some of his stuff - his-pictures again. I like to
keep everything in frames, Now this uniform here = now, this is the one he flew
overseas. This is the one he had over here. Th.e one he flew overseas, if you

notice the wings are different. You need to 'look . they're fat.

They were made in Englend, I think [Byberry - was the name of

the tailor, was the one who did a11 the King of Engla.nd's clothing. In other words,

real high class. This cost, he told me, a hundred dollars just for the wiform. .

Now see, they said, "I'm a pilot, i want my uniform," Well, the wings came with

Al LT

it. In other words, they probably contracted the wings from somebody OveEX there,

they had them done, but as I'1l show you a little later, these wings are z little

bit heavy, and they're fat. Theytire funny.
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RH: They're a lot different from =

BF: Right here are the US wings embroidered, sewn on, Now what I'm showing you
is embroidered English style wing, and that!s an embroidered US wing. Now they
don't all look like that, but they are more flat, if you can see, They have black
backing with the embroider with a gold kind of thread through jthem with the silver,

and they've got the US shield in the center with the stars above.
RH: Yeah, there's a noticeable difference as to the texture.

BF: That's right. You can see they're quite different, -~And.up here instead of"

the US on the collar = button=-up collar again = you can see the Signal Corp flag.

Not the Signal Corp, not there, but the propeller.

RH: Right, with the wings,

BF: Yeah, the wing and propeller is up there, which they were allowed to wear after
June, 1918, 4And of course they were prettier, These are very desireable as col=
lector}s items. The pair.of them are very expensive. I:mean, you know, if you go
to buy them, they really hit you good, I've seen them as high as $75.,00 just for
that pair. So, but that!s another story. We ain't here to try to = I've got a

dog tag, his overseas hat, and a lot of stuff. And it's good because itts got his

name on it and all the stuff., He got his dog tags probably in Ground School.
RH: And these dog tags are not like today's“tags in the sense that theytre round,

BF: No. Allsyour World War I ones are round like that, Infantry - I do have

something to show you later, They are smaller. If you notice, these = most of
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them on this picture = I won't show you ;them wings. 'I111 tell you about them
later, but see this dog tag here? TYou notice the size is smaller, Now why I
don't know, Why fhat he had a smaller dog tag. They're all round, I yould say

-they are roughly the size of a big quarter, wouldn't you?

RH: Um<hmm.

BF: ( And this is the size of a good-sized half a dollar. And that?s = your Infantry
men had them. Everybody had them, and they wore them, Of course, it was thesame

as World War II. You put them around your neck, you wore them, and if you get

killed, you kncrw, the old story, "Was that the ope was lei‘t with jhg pgdx and

one went to ; e Captam or Lieutenant.
RH: Right, right.

BF: .. - and that's theway they worked ;I.t mostly, is what I understand,

Now dontt =~ Heré's one here., This pilott!s uniform I do mot kmow. Out of my nine-
teen pilot uniforms, there's only three that I don't know who they belong to. This
guy found this in a junk bag in New York City, and it's the First Army. He was

a member-of the First Army with a éockade that was red, white, and blue,

The white - America always had tle white, British had the red, French had the blue
center, And there's a long story thi goes with that, but you can see, and it's

got the, you know, propeller on it again with the wings, And that's another type

of your embroidered wing. Here's another one, Now this guy just had the si@.a.l
T

corp. - . Now this guy, you see, has thefancy button=-up type collar.

L

Just the regular type brown officer's type uniform, two gold overseas stripes =

which means he was overseas at least twelve months and longer: He would have been
there seventeen months and twenty-nine days, he would have only gotten two stripes.

If he would have been there eighteen months, then he would have got = exactly -
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then he would have got three stripes., TYou had to be there longer. You can see
the fancy - now, there's another type of a beautiful, beautiful embroidered wing, .
but it's got a gold texture with a black = it's bordered,

RH: It's like that silver one we looked at.

BF: Yeah, This is an embroidered, '-. .

RH: Flus the US stands out in a brighter gold.

BF: Right, it's very - You see what they did, there was a lot of contractors

that made these wings back in that period. We had roughly almost 17,000 pilots,

give or take, There was 2,000 that got to the front line, _and : ‘.

Yyou probably have better figures thean I gdid, but very = When

you get down to it, how many really got in combat is another story. A lot of

guys like John Connelly never got in combat., A lot of guys got to the front lines
their planes didn't arrive, or their planes got bombed, and they never got into
combat., So there!s not very many guys like your buddy, Douglas Campbell, that you
were very fortunate enough to talk to really get into the blood and guts of it.
There are very few men that did, I guess thank goodness for that, Also if you
looked on John Connelly's uniform, therets-a blue overseas stripe which means tht
if you were overseas less than six months, you wore a blue stripe., So he went
over, I think he went over in August, and when the war was over, he said they sent
him home -in December or January, which made less than six months. Now most guys
stayed over 'til like April. If he would have stayed 'til April, it didn't matter
if the war was over or not, he would have still got his gold stripe. But he wore
a blue stripe. In my other uniforms ~ no} aviation = I have a lot, three or four

or five, of the blue ones. Now here's.a uniform from a guy that was from Altuna,
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Pennsylvania, was not overseas, but he has fancy, really wierd wings. They're the
metal wings.‘ Now everybody bought the metal wings mos"bly. A lot of pilots I have
interviewed didn't. Now these are the most desireable ones today, Because every-
one who went overseas had the embroidered wings, sewed them onbecause you never
lost them, they were there, you never had to worry gbout them, But you can see,
these are jewelery made, and they're faking these today t00, which I'm very sad to
say. But you can see, the ones = anything I'm showing you is not fake, I hope.

Tuckily, when you get them from the veterans you don't have the problem with that

situnation.
RH: That's right.

BF: Of course, they're all mostly gterling silver, and you can see the jewelers)
itts all hand jewelry work, It's not junk. They went to San Antonio, This is

embroidered on a:metal backing, like the ones you've seen, but the backing's off,
RH: Ch, yeah.

BF: See? If you can see what it is. See the backing? They kind of glued them
on there, and they had a backing, and it's jusi some fancy embroidered wings. This
guy = a lot of guys would have two wings maybe, you know, Have two uniforms and
they would wear one on each, and then they wouldn't have to change them zll the
‘time., Of course, they didn!t wear the uniforms as much unless they were getting

dressed « « o

$

RH: What was the red tag on his __this upiform for ?

BF: The red tag is your honorable discharge stripe.
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RH: Ahh; okay.

BF: Okay? Very few officers, you ever see it on there, They were not supposed

{7

to put it on. In World War I, if you look up on My, _your naw A7

looking at my divisions = the first division up to -thc; ninety-third, I have every
one there., That was in World War I, TYou'll see every one of them has got a red
discharge stripe almost. Now that means they were honorable discharge. The day
that they put that stripe on, they could wear that uniform, in complete uniform,
for the rest of their life. Every day of their 1ife if they wanted to. Now in
World War II, I think forty-eight hours after you got out of the service, you weren't
allowed to wear a uniform up and down the street, . Now, once you put that stripe
on, it entitled you to wear it, Now iitfs called an honorable discharge stripe.

So that's what this is, but very few officers put it on. They wel;en't. supposed to.
Put this is what's so fascinating ebout Alr Service or World‘War I: every day

you learn something different. Every day I find sometfing that is not regulatiohs,
that is not true they say, the government says, WThis never was.," I get it from
the veteran, I have proof, and it's - really what you're’doing and what I'm doing
right now, we're writing history really, There!s no doubt aboutiit, because youlre
young, and I wish I was = I wish T1d have started when I was your age. 1 really

do, I've only been in it really about eight to ten years. And this is quite a

collection for eight to ten years.
RH: TYesh. It's a fantastic collection.

BF: And of course, this is the first Ajr of Congress, you know, they had air .

shows right after the war, and the military really got heavy into this., This guy

WASe o o



RH: Persistent.

BF: Perpis = Yeah, I can't even say it. But he was in it anyhow, And this of

course is his victory model,

And then what'!s the one on the left?

g .

BF:: I believe, if I'm right, I think that's a JR Mourning Badge, but I might be
wrong = or a VFW Mourning Bé,dge. Somebody died, and I da't know whether = but when
they prayed for every guy = that's what I think it is., It's not a - any rare metal
of any knid., It's a Mourning Badge, froma VFW, I believe. In other words, if

one of your veterans died, you would go and they all would wear this metal.

e
Wore that metal.

&

BF

Yesh, Here's another pilot!s uniform. Now this here is the guy's uniform
for Princeton. He went to Princeton Ground School. As you can see, it's just your

summer - but look, you see all officers had this stripe on here once they got to

o ,
be second _ Lientepants .

RH: Was it an olive = it's a green stripe.

BF: Yeah. Your enlisted man didn't hwe any stripe onshis uniform. Now he could
have a tailor-made uniform., This is a tailor=-made uniform. But you see there's
no. - thatls a tailor-made, In other words, he lmd it special made. Even today,

if you want to spend the meney, you can go get your uniform specially made. In

other words, a lot of these pilots, you realize, were from very wealthy families.




5 41

Princeton, Yale, Harvard, you know, You were supposed to have two years of college

at least to get in. And I talked to John Connelly. He said that they flunked

out, ]ike:':i‘lies_in. Ground School because a lot of these guys he said didn't know

anything about motors and engineering, and a lojt of guys in engineering went to

be pilots. Sometimes very well.

RH: For what it's worth, Doug went to MIT.

BF: Did he?

RH: Yeah, he went to Ground School at MIT.

BF: A lot of them went to I-HT.‘ I talked to a lot of guys. The Navy went to MiT.
A lot of Navy - _ . very - he graduvated from where?

Do you remember?

2

BF:

Im think:;Lng. He told me; it?!s on the tape., Im thinking that it was Harvard.

Harvard? It was an Eastern school, One of the S Tvy League

I'm positive.

RH:

Yeah, And he was telling me that he, of course, went into the service after

several, a couple years end, and then he came back.

He wasn't real, real - What is he now? Eighty-four? Eighty=-five?

I think so,.
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BF: Yeah, Something like that., A great géntleman. Now here is another =

this guy here I didn't get his = he lost his World War I uniform or he couldnt't
find it, I have hs dog tags, and I have a lot of his letters and literatrue. ‘But
here is a beautiful = and if you look at it closely - sterling wing, done by a
jeweler, metal, metal wing. For the poof ole tape, he can't see this, But you
can see, and it's got US in it, But you see how the different variations? Mag=-

nificent piecel
RH: 7Yeah, the delicate 1little work in it.

BF: Have you ever read anything = Duncan Campbell, the guy that did a lot-on World

War I aviation., He wrote a book on it.
RH: No, I have not.

BF: That's a book that you ought to get a hold of, There's & lot in it. I'1l1l
show it to you. I got one scattered around here somewhere, - ' Before I leave, remind
me to show you that book., You can pick them up for $7.00, and I think it would
be worth your while, because he has a picture of all the wings, and he's got a lot

of history of the wings, and of the aviation.
RH: Okay, that would be good. <Ihat'd be good.

BF: And he was a = he was here at my placé one time, He's‘one of the greatest
guys to help people. He was curator of the Pennsylvania Historical Museum, He
just retired. He's a great gentleman., I tell ya, that guy is a great help to
the collector,

Here's your three-piece wing, This in other words, is bolted, screwed on the

back, You see the metal with the black, but each piece is put on separate and bolted

A
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on, stuck through the back. This is kind of a rare wing.

RH: Yesh, you've got the left wing, right wing, and then the shield.

BF: TYeah, and then you've got the shield, Of course, Itve got“:mo -this-belongs to”~
but its been .y : ]
4 so long o6 now I forget, I'11l just do some digging. But there's all the papers

I got trom the guy. And of course, at this stage, my main thing is to try to get

the variations of the different ones from - _gveryone- -~

I think - yeah, here it is., If you remember, out in the living room I showed

you a picture of the 99th Observation Squadron. The

whole piece took' of £’ from f_ L “r the buffalo. Well, this is the

guy = his name was Paul - he's from Danville, Pennsylvania. Now what's different

about that uniform to you?

RH: Well, the collar is the first obvious thing. It's like the Air Corps = Air

Service collars that we now see.

.

BF: That's right, or the British at that time. See, the British had this. Now

who else that you know very well wore one of these?
RH: Campbell?

BF: GSure.

RH: TYeah, that's right.

BF: Douglas Campbell never wore anyghing but an open collar., Just hold on to

that a second. I have a picture. I've got it right here., I hang them on my wall,
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RH: Yeah, that!s right, now that I think about it. I don't ever remember see<-

ing himin . « «

BFf Now he was a = Rickenbacker ~ usually, now I'm sure
AR ' - -
Rickenbacker wore open collars too, bul you'll see almost all -

«w. iin a button collar. Now if you look at the two fellows with him there in that
picture, one of them is very familiar on the other side. This guy here you prob-

ably. « &

i ; .
RH: Yeah, Rickenbacker, —

-

BF: Eddie Rickenbacker ' , and this is Captain Moore. Captain Moore was a

commander of the %4th, and he was also a member of the Lafayette Escadrille .c

Drills. Now a lot of people, I think, get the wrong idea about them canes. They

think they!re all crippled, N'ow e 4 if you look at

Douglas Campbell, he looked bad., This is not too long after he had been shot, I
don't think, because you can see that he is really thin, and Ifll show you some
other pictures I have in my book that are = he looks a lot = he's a lot better
looking * -guy than that. He looks 1like a Clark Gable, I mean, rea]ly, I121 show
you, and maybe he showed you some pictures of himself. I doa't know whether he

did \ghe"n .he L{va:s \young - .

1]
A

RH: no, no, he didntt.

BF

But he was really a = he locked like an ace from all the way around, you

know. That guy was probably quite a hero, but you see, the open collar, and I

asked him why, and he wrote and told me why he wore the open collar, Well he said,
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"Well, they chafed you neck" and all this stuff, "But why we did it," he said,
"They looked snappier and we did what we thought we wanted to do anyhoﬁ." In
other words, "We were the pilots, and we did what we wanted to." Now this guy
here = it's a fumny s‘t;ory = I got this uniform form a collector that had picked
it up years and years ago. He bought it at an auctic.)n, and bought that piece,
And he was kind of foolish at the time, and he kept the button collar, and when
he had this, he thought that he had a 1920's uniform, and he tried to slide it on
me, Weli, I played very dumb, as you mighit say, becuase I knew that they had -

& few of them had = 'cause I went through, and I could tell that it was a World

War I wing.
RH: Yeah, I could tell the .. .

BF: And I could tell = I went through the pocket and it's dated injthere and
named, So, well that gives it away. You know if you ever looked in the pockets.

Have you ever went in jthrough . . .

RH: No, no.

BF: You can tell by officers. Enlisted men 3s hard. They're dated too, but yodl!ll

find that mfist of you enlisted _ - uniforms it's in French.

See the date there? 10=9~1918, and there's the guy's name.

RH: Yep. There you are. It's dated.

BF: That's right, It was'made be a French tailor. Is that French? I can't read \

jt. I'm reading upside down. Read it; itfs French.
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RH: Carter, yeah. On the Avenue of the Opera.

BF: Yeah, so itfs definitely French, Well, in my estimation, this is a very

valuable uniform to a collector, Because. « «

RH: It's dated and everything else.

BF: That's right. And I got the guy's name and I got all the stuff with it,
where .it came-fyom, Everything else that goes with it. It!s gquite a uniform with
an open collar, It sure, I have seen a lot of pilotfs uniforms, you know, other
peoplels, books, but I have never had one in my hands. that had an open collay ,
Now, where Douglas Campbellts is it's probably out at Dayton Air Force Museum or,
I asked himj what he was going to do with his stuff, I even asked him for his

hat, but he said his family and Dayton wanted it, so you know you dontte o

RH: You don't question,

BF: That!s right, I just.go as far as I can, Before we get into the enlisted pilots
uniforms, there behind you up on that is the uniform of Henry Lindsey. Henry

Iindsey was = the only thing that is his is the uniform, Now, he was with the 20th
bomber squad, this beautiful patch he got transferred to the ninety-third air

squadron, and noy, it's a shame, because the ninety-fourth flew with the ninety-

fifth and not the ninety-third., {kay, which you knew that. But look at them

[ 4 R
beautiful wings, them _embroidered __- wings that he had. Now, he was

a commander and he probably bought the best looking wijng that he could buy. He
was from Texas, again probably from money people as most of your pilots were.

This coat here is a leather jacket like they wore, the long leather flying jacket,
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World War I, got it from a iret‘e;'ém. and fits me completely,

I'm six foot, three and it fi_t.s me so you know how big the guy was, Fur collar,
beautiful inside, everybody said fha‘b ain't right, it didn't have military buttons,
But they didn't have military buttons on ;bheﬁ leather jackets, If you go

through any of the catalogues, you'll see these brown buttons is what they wore.
It's a beantiful piece really., It's in very good shape. The collar is a litile
frayed, bt I put some of that museum 6il on it and it really did soften it up and

'
it really _.'came out _ nice, And I just kind of hang it on there, it

kind of looks half sexy, it looks like it belongs there. This hat is a fiying hat

Y r
that belonged to my Navy pal Vincent __ Duchihe . - , which I111

talk about Navy aviation a little later, It?s fur-=lined. That guy's kind of bald
headed, I have them up here not fur lined, - I just received that, Let's put some
of these back. While we're talkihg about wing, do you have any questions you want
to ask me, while I'm trying to get these back on the rack, because Itve got to get

underneath here to get . « »
RH: No, I don't think.

BF: I just want to put these back out of the way because Itve got this stuff
underneath. There behind you, right behind you is another pilot!s umiform, There!s
nothing super rare about it except on the right arm is a little wing, this belongs
to a flight instructor. It's the lonly uniform that, except in Duncan Campbell's
collection, that I've ever seén thiat belonged to a flight instructor., And so

that?s kind of a nice piece too, you know.
RH: If you could get Campbell's youn would =

BF: It was identified . Well, I'm sure there

are mojre around., I never try, well I have one and you know. Duncan Campbell is
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one of the greatest guys, I said ever. Now, in aviation this is an observer?’s
uniform, You see the half wing. Now they were observers., A lot of these guys
weren%t qualified to fly., They went up. They were the gunners or.some' of them
were pilots flunked out. But that'!s not true of this guy. This guy was a balloon

1
.

. N . . .
observer, which was very rare, Balloon corp drives me- nuts.

e« I just can't get enough balloon

-

corp, This guy was at Omaha, I think he was at Camp John Wise.-. .

He never went overseas. He was a balloon observer lieutenant I think, from up-
state New York, Again now you say, he went overseas., The overseas guys are gold.

Tne ones who stayed in the United States were entitled to wear silver.
RH: Okay, as opposed to the blue who were only over there for six months,

BF: Thatt's right. Now, there are a lojt of people who will argue this, I talked
with a guy who was supposed to the head of one of the largest museums in the
country who told me I didn't know what I was talking about., But later he apolo=-
gized, He said, "By God, I've done some research and you're right."™ and it's the
truth, you know, I have an old book that says this, It's an old military book .
written in 1919, a.r.1d that's where I found out about it years ago. The blue, the

guys told me, were thi of different veberans., Of course, your veberans aren't

: . 7 ” ,
always true. They get things just a little bit confused. You've got to be careful’,
{r5 ¢ i

You told me this uﬁaf;t‘irmed, I think on the phone . fféu've got to be a

little careful of taking at God's truth on everything. But you follow the course
vhere being a pilot was quite something. Well, the enlisted ,PiJLO'tB I don't know
vhether you've heard about enlisted Pilo't_sout « o a

RH: Let me check before we go on to the officers. There we go, Now I've got it,
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BF: I'm going to show you a'couple of wings here, These belong to the enlisted
pilots, I'1l told you I'd bring you the enlisted pilot later, But I just wanted,
while we were talking about wings, this is what you call the Dallas wing. Now
you remember the wing I showed you on the uniform, there's your large - this here
you .can®fee it. But in the back of the black color, thié is your metal wing. '
Now in back of that is like a stud where that goes in and this is covered up and
it's three-pieced wing too. You see how it¥s put together, ym; pin=back. They
didn't have clutbh~back in those days like they did later. This guy brought it
back from Texas when he came back, HNow he wasn't entitled tv;;%}fat yet, but I'm

sure, as an enllsted pilot, he wore that thing man. When he went in jtown with

h
i

the girls, you know. When you had that wing on man, that was just about it

. Now this is kind of delicate., This is a piece of

;_rour " wing., See how they were made., And

that's very delicate and they sewed that on. Now there was more to that _you
can see a 1ittle bit shaky, But, you can

see how your embroider wing was. And then, a lot of people call miniature wings,
Dﬁhqan'[}amp'bell, we were talking about the greatest authority on wings, liked to
call them sweetheart wings., That sterling gilver is beautiful, Well, you can

see how here it's you little minia'ﬁure wing that he had made. Do you see it there?
He had it made and pinned on. I never see one pinned on a hat. Now, I don't know,
you just don't see many pictures with these little wings onjthem, I don't know
what they did withjthem, I guess a few guys pinned them on.

RH: That's what it locked like it was for.

BF: Yeah, in World War I1 't.héy wore them heavy, Duncan Campbell ¢laims he never

saw one pimned on a hat either. He has done a lot of research down at Carlisle

I don't know why they didn't wear them, but
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yould think they would. Now, I've seen the propeller, I have hats with the
propeller pinned on, but I don't have any of the othef. I don't know why, Whether
they just bought them, Well, of course, it's like World War II, if it was a

true sweetheart they would have bought them and sent them home to their girl friend
or méther. That's what the original:idea was., Now, this enlisted pilot's

uniform - now theret's an enlisted, See that one, he has on his hat. We did some
research on enlisted pilots. Now see where the wing is. It's an embroider wing.
They were all flying sergeants, The US government said they never had any enlisted

pilots in World War I.
RH: That's right, I read that,

BF: But they got fifty of them. That's what we estimated. We've got pictures

to prove it, Both of these are identified. The other one I'm;going to show you
in a minute. I interviewed him; I taped him. I got all his affects, I know
that he flew, because I even read his log books. He flew almost twelve hundred
hours in the air. This guy, I don't know much about him other than his name, You
see they did it on the right arm, right above the éergeant stripes, they put the
embroidered, sewed=on wing. The four bladed prop is in the center. Very large

wing, what would you say, four - five inches almost, right.
RH: It goes &11 the way around =
BF: Yeah, it wraps around the arm and its got like a wing on each“side, very big,

made out of black material with a white stitching over the top. Now, they wore

the Air Force, they wore the regular enlisted man's discs .

Of course they were enlisted men. A lot of these guys were __gUnnery -

sergeants, They were old-timers that really were somebody, They come out a



19 ‘{ -19

1little forward, The only reason I say that is because this guy here is from

“Lucas Gap__ o Pennsylvanis, near Mount Carmal, This is one of the

best finds, this is probably the best find in my collection, This thing was
hanging in the garage. The woman told me on the phone that she had her brother!'s
Air Service uniform and he wasn't overseas. I just figured he was an enlisted

-

man, probably a mechanic or . something and - didn't have much.

A two and a half hour drive one way just to pick it up., But she was going to
give it to me. A lot of times you don't find that much, but when I walked in,
on the way up, I was just dreaming that it would be an enlisted pilot, TYou
always dream you know, Everybody dreams, And since then, me and this ;Lady, the

sister give it to me, have = now this guy's embroider wing isn't quite as big.
RH: No, no. It's different too, in the sense the way it looks like it comes over.

BF: A little bit different now . This pguy here, he wasn't

overseas., He flew Kelly Field = he was a gunnery sergeant, And I said, well
why didn't you want to become a second lieutenant? And then you could have got
your regular wings, He said, "Well, I was making $165 a month as a gunnery
s-ergeant. and myv flying timeP: 3:md. the second lieutenant was getting $125." He

' said, "what would I want to be a second lievtenant for? And he said, "I was in

better click with the officers = the captains, the first Lieuténante™ .

that were in charge of Kelly Field and Dover,

. T'11 have to look it up, in Florida. He did a

lot of solo flighfs. In his book he had 680 hours in the air, That's a lot of
hours. But he told me that was only half the hours he had, What he did, he

wotld lozn his hours to you, say you were second _f.ieu‘l:enaijts

and didn't get up. You had to have so many hours a month to get your pay -
your flight ‘pay. So, as long as the machine was up, I could give you my hours,

Say me and you went up together, we could give it to our buddy the flying hours=
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just one of us. - As long as we had our hours in we could give hours away,

He told me he give away as many as he had in the book. So this guy here, if you
look, agéin, what I told you it's on this arm = no on the other uniform (I have
two uniforms = but no other wings) he has three silver overseas stripes, So )

that means - he was in about two years he told me, But this guy was - _gl_l._le_'b;

. And he said, he was a sergeant that had more pull than

-

7
probably all the second lieutenants in the whole Kelly Fieldor Arcade.

-

. A great guy, Peterson - didn't.he fly in the 9hth?

RH: Yeah, he sure did.

BF: Sure. Peterson came back to Arcade =~ . Field when
Won - the distinquished service cross . _  , This gentleman flew with

Peterson - .

END OF TAPE ONE, SIDE ONE
BF: We running?

RH: Yeah.

BF: Okay. Well, this glfy was = I'm going to give you a paper on Peterson I think.
Let me see if I can find it. 7Yes, right there. See, I've never seen this . 1
would 1ike. to have this back, but you can take it along and study it. This is
E‘__rgrlc_:h and Camp paper, and this is him getting his Distinguished Service Cross
pinned on him. BHis girl friend, Peterson's fiancee was in the crowd that day, his
faiher-in-law, and everybody. In other words, they were putting on a show, Here's

Peterson in it. This guy claims that he did a short turn roll, and shouldn't.
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He tried something a little fancy and he had a civilian in the-plaﬁe with him,
" The civilian didn't get killéd and ‘he did, The eivilian got beat up. It tells

you this in here somewhere, T don't know where it talks aboﬁt it, He has a scrap=-

book, which I haven't been able to get. __Caristrum -__ Field, )
Carlstrum Field, and __ Arecade __ Field, He flew

S e et SAL " e M

back and forth, This guy!s job was to = I'm trying to find where it has = I
think I have the paper here about Peterson's =~ Peterson getting killed. But he
was flying in the same formation. They sent up like fourteen or fifteen planes.

They were just doing it for -

RH

Exhibition.

BF: Yeah, for after the war. Peterson was from Pemnsylvania, I don't know

whether you knew that or not. \ A X - N e - , B
: NN N A AN AN ;’ﬁ\\
N, ! LT e < Ly . - .
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RH: No, I didn't know that,

BF: T don't know whatever happened to 2ll that stuff. Right there's the article

-

about Major Peterson getting killed, It's the true = There's the story about

Billy Sunday.

RH: Tiis will be good., I'11l get these rascals copied. And then Ifll just mail

them back to you.

BF: Yesh, please 'do. This guy also had an airplane ceash himself. That is a

prop cut of a Jemny. He broke his leg and I think he broke something else, He

took the saw and cut the prop right off the plane and he crashed.
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RH: He was gonna take back a piece of it himself,

BF: Yeah, You know, these guys were great souvenir hunters, He flew a Jenhy.
He told me what he flew as an enlisted pilot, he flew a lot of solos, Now, he

didn't always fly this way, He said he flew from like _Arcade

Field to __ Carlstrum - Field to __ _ Dover

Field, back and forth. He would fly civilians, ministers or whoever, he would

fly them, He was only a sergeant and I've got this on tape. And I've

__.got_ . so many different pictures of him,

*

RH: .

. Lo LR e PR e D

BF: And even on lis discha‘rge,- they say that he is a sergeant; they dontt
rate him a pilot. ‘It rates him and you can see it right there, Where does it
s8y7? Knowiedge of any vocational mechanlic and machine gun instructor, and it

don't ever say he was ever a pilot.

RH: No, it doesn't.

BF: And therels‘his discharge, - It's just unbelievable. Just look at all the
fields he was at. Kelly Field, ".'I.‘elaforia - 7 (I don't know
where that's at), iCérlstrum Field,

Field, there!'s Cardstruni: again, Now he was at .ﬁ{;‘cade

Field, I know he was there. That's the one he talked about so much, but I don't

see it,

RH: What they did on that was, they didn't 1ist them all.

L ks

— e
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BF: -That's right, and the thing of it is of course = there he is standing beside
his plane, It aln't like he was some dumb=dumb, you know, I didn't get hls fly=-
ing jacket but I got a.lot of his other = I got his goggles., And he said, "No,

I wasn't official, I was not supposed to fly.," He said officially the government
didn't say that I could, but he said, "I did." He said, how many others? In

his scrapbook, which I couldn't get, was an article on his friend that got killed

that was an enlisted pilot, And he said he was enlisted. It said Sergeant so-

4

and=so was._sglg.mggmd_got_ka.lm__ AN in the article.

I _goinmm_gmph .Plﬂ.tllrﬁ...qto‘._,. Bob Ford, you know., This is the
kind of stuff that is unbelievable, you know,

RH: This is good, S

BF: And I, of course, have got a tape. It's a pretty goed tape. Here is.__ ..

& picture of Arcade Field .. _ . ... . .-

RH: Oh, this is great.
BF: Do you see the picture of all the planes sitting there?

RH: T wonder how hard it would be to get a duplicate of this rascal made?

BF: It would be quite ekpensive probably. I'm afraid it would be awfully expen=
sive because what they charge today for a little one., I don't know. Unless you
know somebody professionally. If you know somebody can paint one, Because,

what is that, an eight by =

RH: Eight by six,

213



BF: Eight by five.

RH: Five, yeah.

BF: Eight b.y four anyhow. Eight inches by four feet. -
RH: Boy I'd like to have one of these though.,

EF: I've got a couple of other pic;c.ures here too. Kelly's Field., I've got a

Jot of stuff on aviation. Kelly Field, December 10th, 1918. Look how wide open

the country and the town i . .

r R

RH: That's a beautiful area, I've ‘peen to KeliliprEiedd,

BF

Have you? Is Kelly Field still in operation? Or what is it now?

RH: T think it's part of - I want to say Lackland, but I'm not sure.

I

_BF: This vatd comtry boy-has never beem muéh’ -~ ook at. the

L T+ o2 Y 3 s s IO

planes lined up . These pictures show up every once

A e AR e el B T =

in a while. .They're around. There is a lot~of picture stuff around, Like

.......... —— e . —

Ri: Oh yeah, this is great.

BF: Theylve got something spelled on it, It looks like S=0= I can't understand

vhat that is.

RH: Squadron, S=Q-
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BF: 0Oh, 5 = Q, right.

RH: Sguadron 11, it looks like ST there,

w
t=)

¢ That's what that is, right.

RH: TYeah, that's great, That's great. Cause you see Kelly Field is Lot
égn,ﬁtoniq ;_'_M_ , . Look at the ground.

BF: And rough too, Them puys used to hit them holes and break them planes and

mash fem up.

RH: This is great. And thatts why I say that Kelly Field is part of Lackland,
because Kelly Field was at San Antonio. And the major base at San Antonio now is

Lackland Air Force base'where they train their recruits, "Everyone walks through

those j‘ga*te's,_"to":,“ as they say.
BF: Is that right. That's great., Well this gggt,e This_enlisted pilot
gt e 31 unbelievable stuff, I got all this stuff with him

T P L v e -

o It's history in itself. You know, like ppdern .- -

Aireraft machine gun model, It's just that . . «

RH: Manual there.

BF: Yeah, manualz _ ' . around

-y

. But, ___ __annual._lances.

You know, there's so much stuff,

RH: Memorabilia that was really good,
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BF: That's what I like. Try to really get into heavy. But, I forget what the
tape = it's been a year and a half ago that I taped that guy. But the enlisted

pilots, whether anybody agreed though about it. 0Oh, this is your copy.
RH: Oh yeah, this is the one I wanted to keep.

BF: I was going to put that = if T don't put things back I get things confused.
Okay, enlisted pilots, in my estimation, it's unbelievable that I have two

uniforms when there were only fifty guys. But, I don't know.
RH: Iike the French, well of course . . .

BF: We had a lot of sergeants .too,

i

RH: Right. As American, there was a lot, like Lafayette, ;_E.scadril]g

was a sergeant, And he flew as a sergeant, We made him

an officer,
BF: He was 2 major or something. -

RH: Yeah, he was major. Of course, he flew with the ShLth,

BF: But Rauol Iufbery— - ’

T *

doesn't he sound like some Frenchman? I always thought, when I first started, well

.gﬁgiglgjﬂggﬁggj[___‘_ some Frenchman and he even looked like a

-

Frenchman.

RH: He sure did, but he was a , « «



BF: Did Douglas Campbell see him get killed?
RH: No, he was flying at the time,

BF: He didn't see him get killed? Rickenbacker seen him get killed and was

there right after, I read in his book, I talked to an enlisted man that seen

him get killed, And I can't remember where it was at, you know, I talked to a

\

guy that said he was __ _an infantry man . : on the ground

end he claimed to see him jump, He didn't see him land; he seen him jump. At

the time, he had no idea of who it was, But, this is the different -

Let's talk a 1ittle bit about Navy, about _: _the pilots,

=z

Yegh, definitely.
BF: This is = let's talk about the pilots, Letts stay in the pilots category.
Ckay, you noticed that the Navy was the only uniform that had itts own special ¢

color for pilots, for aviation. You know, the Navy green. The greenish = see the

the Havy green,

RH: Uh=huh. And lock at those like the lapel - what are they called?

BF

The e,paletés‘ T Y

Tve _Epale tés —— , e.4h v RN . .

.
b

:

BF: Yeah, everything is Navy. They're all Navy. But they had their own special -

you know, you had your __ EnSi.glfl_ _______ s, You had your Iieutenant J G.
This is Iieutenant JG and this is _ Ensign - - . This

guy's _Ensign ... -~ and this guy is Lieutenant JG, Of
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, . course, it was 2 11t1:1e bit difi‘erent. Like theﬁ_EnSign ‘was 1like 'our 2nd‘Lieuten-’

ant and “the'- ,
Lieutenant JG was our f::.rst Lieutenant and so on, And you had

your first lieutenant, which would be like our captain, and so forth. But, this

guy here, both n.’ these guys flew _in Italy . . . Now, this guy

named Edward Tarune C ~, he had the Italian wing sewed on

i i Ul gl A W i

-

over the right pocket, of his right pocket. And .the crown above, I was told by
this other Navy pilot, yon had to go up over 10,000 feet for over an hour to be
entitled to wear the crowm, I 'seen‘ another pilot that I interviewed. He has
his Italian wings, but he doesn't have the crown, So, that makes sense. I

1
thought that was just a bunch of ' __-bunk.

I really believe that's true,

And of course, 'bhié is your embroidered fancy Navy wings.

RH: With .the anchor,

BF: Yesh, with your anchor and 'course like it's a little different. The thing
about the Navy wings, they didn't change that terrible much from World War I on
up, Now, the styles changed, That'!s what kind of hurt, But any more, Navy

aviation really got involved, You know, Navy had the first men over 't.here, and

they were really in combat quite a bit, more than the people realized. Now,

-
- ! ~

this is my good buddy - - Benson Duchune. . . - ___ » Navy pilot number

—

400, which I'm so proud of this gentleman, 1 have all his stuff. Iftve got his
flying swit, I've got his flying leather jacket, I've got 2ll his stuff and all
his trinkets. He has his Ttalian metal wings. He has his US metal wings, but he
can't find them, Wetre still hunting., . We keep hunting and hunting, but we can't
find them, He has ﬁis trunk, What's so great about this guy is that he flew the

NC = L right after it came back from across te ocean, He flew it up and down the




coast as a recruiting thing in 1919, went over in May I think. So,he's quite a
famous guy, The other thihmg about the NC=l was, his co=pilot in Italy - this
guy flew in Italy. He bombed German sub=bases is what his job was, He flew the

_Caproni =~ bomber. It was a big monster, Tri-winged, 10k feet

long, He crashed about three of them. He flew over the Alps and he told me he

crashed one and he was in the hospital I think for two months. And they reported

back to his mother, I think, that he was dead,
RH: Oh, good Lord.

‘ BF: Some girl that was a writer over there happened to run into him from

Baltimore = He was from Baltimore = and knew of the family and heard about him

‘ being killed. And she's the one that wrote the story that he was still.alive.
And it came bavk and his msther read about it in the paper or some crazy story.

So I guess it was some very bad rumor,

This Navy pilot here is number 21, I don't know very much about him yet.

T haven't done hardly any research., I just acquired this uniform about a week ago.

But you notice it has a World War I metal wings.

RH: Gold.

-

BF: Yesh, very gold. ____ Nade 'in Philddelpbia :
Now, how you can tell your World War II Navy wings from World War I = in the 26's

they don't have this = but they have the little berries up around both sides above
the shield., They have the berriés, and your World War I wings don't have the berries.
This uwhiform, you can see where the moths have eaten on it a little bit, It's

still = Navy pilot 2hl is quite a low number when you start thinking abrnh it..

Today their number'!s probably 50,000 or something like that. I have no}d&a what




it'd be.

RH: It's quite a few,

BF: I'm going to put this, if everything works out right, I'm going to put this
on one of these things up here and get it all straightened out. But, I was very

ansdous to get this uniform pecause it had the metal wing. The other two, you

!

- i
rFE I
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know have the embroidered wing. _@ieﬂg.&n _.Ilgc_hﬁm #4300 - ¢ L -

has the Italian metal wings but he can't find them,

RH: If you can ever . find them .

S A

BF: It's a tough story. We Keep digeging, we keep digg:mg. He flew 1;1 Italﬁfou

know, the Army had guys that flew in Iﬂ;alLat Fo,ggia. e s e

In fact, last night in the _a__ -Plli_.‘ladélgl.l_j.a , I Enqmre, the’ Sommander

of the field at__ o iFoggla.' - just died. He was eighty-eight

o s Sy

s

years oldL RX._‘.._‘.,- o . 191L grsiuate of West Point. He was commander

of the flying school there, at Fbg’gi'é" e . They taught him to

fly after they got over there, 1 was fortunate enough to acquire from the . -,

&

paper I know. I have a magnificent scrapbook in there of ’c.hls
fellow, whose name is ___ Wynagule : and

that's just him., Now, this here is what's nice, His ID card, and this = made over

-

fifty years later, 1970 or.2 or '73 or whenever it was. This was the ...C.apz"oni_

they flew. The Italian government had & big thing for the

veterans that were still living and gave them a little gold wing. This wing was

given to him in 1972 or '73. This guy has since died, He died in the mid 170's.

RH: That's nice. Thatts nice.
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BF: But, the scrapbook is unbelievable about this guy. We won't get into this

guy because it goes on and on and on, the story does., You know, Mayor o

LaGuardia_ L was the head man of this squadron of four hundred
- [ 4

men thai went to. ITtaly. Now he went to __-Foggig » His father was

Bl ’ .

born in _ Foggia - _ . _i: Mayor LaGuardia _

-

was a senator of New York state before he became mayor

of New York. Now, he was a pilot. One of the early, early pilots.

RH

Right, I knew that ILaGuardia -~ - - was,

BF: And I lad gone upand interviewed a guy that was in Italy and he flew . . .

RH: Testing one, two. « .«
.'f .
BF: Now ,Mayor LaGuardia , he had a lot of influence in

Italy. Now, the ‘f[talians were thinking about going over wirth the Germans,

Mayor LaGuardia - : ._got over there, and of course he could speak fluent

Italian; and he kind of did some telking to get them back, And I think, the way

tthege_ m10$sm_ tell me, the Italians thought we were bringing over half
the US Army. We took four hundred men. The Navy had six hundred men there he told
me. When T talked to him the other day. This is the old gentleman here, a very
good looking guy, that is a picture of him = my Navy pilot number LoD, which always
get him to autograph it. Now, this is an original picture and I got these copied.

And what he says is, "To Bob Ford. Many thanks for your," something =

RH: Interest.

BF: "Interest and helps You see, I'm trying to get information from him and he

what a great gentleman, what a great gentleman he is., On the back is the originat
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picture that he loaned me. Everything I have of his, I got it on loan. But,

I take anything on loan, borrow, beg, or steal, as long as I can preserve it.

The family dontt seem to show any kind of interest at all and it's kind of a shame =
You know, it's true of a lot of things. I'm sure me and you aren't interested in

a lot of things that other people say they can't understand why we're not.

RH:

That's right, that's right.

BF: That's what it amounts to. Here's all the letters that he wrote his family
. r ,- ! .

from = he just 1oaned them to me to get ;'f_:h]_:‘_@;gg__ ‘f.Qi'C-_iDi%I‘,ejﬁ.t IR

.. There's a lot of history. He crashed over there and he

was in the hospital and it goes right up to that date and stuff,

RH

You ought to get that microfilmed,

BF: I should, What I'm trying to do is = You see, I'm supposed to be doing an

article for Cross and Cockade on him, on this guy. I have a lot = I'm a terrible

writer. I've been doggin'!, and putting off, and goofing off, and everythiﬂg, and
so I have got to get on that, I have done some = I've got it on tape., Me and

two guys are doing it together, The other guy = hets a writer, so I don*t know
why he can't take my tape and use that with my other:notes Itm giving him. I think
that's what I'm going to con him into doing. If he wants to. If he wants to do

it bad enough = I did all the research and all the work, all he has to do is take

it from there and finish it.

RH: That's what I did with Dave. T did some research on, what was that guy's

name, he did Up and At Them, the book. Hartney, Harold Hartney. I went through
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~cveral boglis and pmiled ocut some facts on Hartn-~v's night squadron which was the

185th, which was with first pursuit.

BF

185th, 185kh. I've seen a uniform from the 185th. I know a pilet, my friend

had a pilot from the 185th. Has his uniform with the - bat

RH: Yeah, thatts it, that's it, That was, of course, the squadron that came in
with the first pursuit which was a portion of -~ the 9lith was a squadron in the first

pursuit, So any way, Dave was going to do an article on Hartney.

BF: Boy, Dave __ __‘is up_:_a“t_;wl_gy_t_z.ggm;-: y

4 maw

He wants me to get about three or four of these arti cles together. I guess he

needs to do it to keep his doctor'!s does he or something.

RH: Yeah, yeah,

BF: He's always begging me. I said you come down and I'11 give vou the informa=-
tion and you write it. And then he's worried about vhether I'm going to get encourh
publicity = I said I'1l be happy as long as it's publiched, as long as jit's right.

Thai's all I'm concerned about,

RH4: Thatt!s the main thing.

BF: Also on the Navv nilets _there was only one.

B e eamid & ET — o

A World War I ace that was a Navy pilot, I dent't know whether you knaw that or

not.

RH: No, I didn't even realize that there -
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BF: There was one acej he flew with the British = 213th British squadron., His

name was Ingles, was it Dave Ingles?

Yezh, it looks like __ D,S.1,:

gty X,

" RH

BF: Dave Ingles, he's nineteen years old, Can you believe that? A nineteen year
old pilot. You ought to « he's in a lotof books., They've done a lot on him, Of
course, the Navy's quite proud of him because of what he did and what he didn't

do and guite a famous guy. I wrote him and I asked him for anything. I ain't afraid
to ask anybody, I asked him = I glways ask them if they have any uniforms later.
First I ask them for auntographed pictures, I try to get what they have and I tell

them what I am doing.
RH: That's really nice,

BF: I have a lot of guys like that. I have a lot of fellows'! autographs like

that., I'11 show you my books, Well, I've got a couple other pilots., + °

Since we're into Aviation, I think that's what we're talking about.

RH: Ri ghto
i - t

! -
BF: Behind you is all the enlisted uniforms but before we go into - - |

A b e e R CARE didedbewm b e EARA sk

_. that Now, the emlisted - the patches, of course,

211 of them have a patch on the left arm, I heven't ever seen this patch befora,

- " 1t's overseas . 212th squadrojn, Of

e w e

eovrse, this is what we wore over here, We didn't wear it overseas, You knovw,

its got the star, you know “ﬁedh_w_atﬂﬂllte ‘border., 1

B cr— =

These are artillary squadrons, This guy here was in the balloon squadron, second

balloon company, This is a rare guy. I™m going to do an article in that booklet




o RH: Oh, that 1ooks n:l.ce. i

ELNY

"stuff, hn.s patch. I dcm't know what that balloon patch is. ;
‘_Pa'toh thé 7lst.». Dkl RS e

_he-was,over:seas. Beautlful flrst a.rmy cockade. Ser:geant.

a couple of guys who 1-rere in the‘_ _phot.o section of the 19th. . This is your -

l. 'y el
Rt

Cockade - . This guy was in the 18th Balloon Corp a.nd I hae all'hisa T

A r",-’.'w

- 3 = .-_
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BF: . Oh, ' there ‘is 8 ba T A A D Just another bea.ut:lful 'a'i.r_ .
ssrvice uniform. I believe it's ggt.’ Ry educationa.l patch." What. :

they did, they went to school. A 1ot of these guys went to school after the war,.-
and they just wore this patch. This guy here, yeah, this guy was in the 155th

air souadron. Just a reg'ular mechanic I beheve he told me, You see, he's got ST

ey
455 F

¥

the 1551;}1 wro‘be on 'hhere i‘i:g_gpt _'_'E.ll....PIQPEl" or- e on 'bhere. Qver here _ ' T

he's got his i‘:u.rst a:c'my patch mthwthe cockade. But, T would Jike - fortunat.ely,‘

-l G e
N - Ll ad ; "« b T N

I went to a lot of houses over ’the years': I talked to t.hem and got very dJ_fferent . I

news....In the d:.strlct offarls, 1n the i tion headquar'ber:aﬂwhat he d1d this .
guy fllEd”so become a p:.lot and he d:l.dn't have the qualiflcat.:l.ons so tha‘b he stayed < EG

swda L .

in the air service as that. But he wors his clclcade, wh:.ch these guys were proud

“':"3.; 4;:\ .

to be in the air service, you know. 'I‘his gw's got the cockade that's anl

& A S, ™ 2

eng:neer's, in other words they built 't.he air i‘:.elds. . I th:.nk thatts i E
T, o8 , )

14 iHe 1st Army— : : e too, 1691-,11. .u:L of these

-

!

s .q! - \J,k <

squadrons were repa:.r,squ,adrons, instruct:.on Equadrons, a.ncl I ain't gonna 'bake all

r*--q

t.hese out but I'11 Just show you ia couple qu:l.ck. This guy here was in the 2_13th,

.,»L Fraror .
- . ry ,_‘,,.“

" L TEe \
very, very well known squadron.

Y L
2 K - _;_i

Eab P - P . Y

P
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got his name, and bag and stuff, That's what I like, I like things identified,
Now, some of these, This patch is numbered the third army. This is the second

army, T,ese were never really officigl. Here!s you most -

third instructional center. I think that!s where the 9hth was at, the third.or

second instructional center, The fésoudon ol .

RH: .Yeah, th= s sn:f;ﬂ on: ¢

BF: 1Is that where they were at, at Tours. One or the other. Here's your second,

RH: Well, in fact Doug helped do a lot of the work at the field: ',

t

BF: Did he really?
RH: Yesh, he did, He helped get that together,

BF: Here's _ _ the enlisted .man. i - « There'!s a rare Navy uniform.

that I just got from a véterah, the guy just sent me that two weeks ago. Now,

T w

what that guy was a _-friend_sent ‘__j_“-;" : > the guy, the veteran's dead,

you know, but that guyvwas iﬁ the air -service, look at that, Air service thing

on there. It's an enlisted man. ' L

RH: Tye enlisted Air Corp. .

‘ r .t J
BF: Yezh, you see what'!s so funny, s that's a yoeman .
and that's not supposed to be a right patch, And that guy's supposed to be a chief

Petty Officer, and thatt!s a jumper. Chief Petty Officers didn't wear jumpers, théy
wore coats,

Y
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RH: That!s kind of odd.

BF: But see, this is what's different about World Warl. And‘here's another

guy who was in the second aviation school, this guy was in 56th search light com=-
pany, which was artillary, but they were connected with the Air Service. Now
this oﬁe here is another one of them. Weird, you run into so many different kinds
-of guys. Here, I brought this book out to show you some of’ my other pilots and

people I run into, That's another guy, His name is Teddy Roosevelt, Jr, Colonel

wasn't he? During World War I,

RH: I believe s0.

BF: He was killed on the beach of Omgha, or he died on the beach of Omaha, won
the Congressional Medal of Honor. His son sent me that. Cornelia sent me that.
1 already met Teddy, I wrote Teddy, the third., Surprisingly, the biggest people
in this country are the people who do the most for you, Surprisingly. Here's

George Lewis. George Lewis flew - this guy was a personal friend of _ . _ —
: !

Jayor.laGuardia. _.- He went over there with LaGuardia . __.
: . =
. trained over there with __ LaGuardia _ . _ _ . _ o

T 3pst went up two months ago, in a snowstorm almost and interviewed him in
J ! E0,

_ﬁc_:_r_z-;pton - 4, Permsylvanid. This is his wiforms. He has a son.

This guv's eighty-nine years old am still drives a car and is in good shape, Lives
in a house by himself, His scn's big in the historical society and there is no

hope of getting any of his stuff, Thatts a shame, because there's two pilaotts

uniforms = three pilott!s uniforms, two hats with wings on them, I just __&€ave .

- them my patch _ .~ _ . , but when I win, I win, Yov know. This here

js probably not too interesting. That!s an original picture of Wilson when he went

nver there. See that. Who is that guy? I forget =3
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RH: Clemenceau

BF: Yeah, you're right.

Ryg: .Clemeneau " - . He was the French

minister. _ . Clemeneay. . - - or something like that,

BF: And now, this girl here was = you see, I write everybodv., This girl was

one of the telephone operators during World War I that just got their veterans -
rights about two months ago. And she sent me a pictﬁe of herself and a nice
letter and I kept it, This guy's a Navy‘ pilot, He's something like 2,000. Still
living, in State College. Maybe someday, I don't know., You know, you don't
have - His son=in=law's a very good friend of mine. 'He said we're not interested
in whatever he has, He said, you know, maybe some day you can probably have it.
So T tell them what I'm doing and they're very good. That!s a copy of & guy. you

might know who he is. __ A A~ - I
g ="  w———

i

RH: Oh, yesh, okay, okay. That!s Mitchell, I had to look twice there,

i

BF: T.is was taken off an original., A friend of mine' gave ‘me, - - . -

%

Yeah, that's old Billy.
BF: Yeah, old Billy Mitchell himself. And this guy here flew with the ~ This

is the first air squadron. This guy has told me thet his plane and wrote on that

plane is Nellié and after he came home - Is Nellie wrote on there?

RH: TYezh.
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BF: When he came home - that was his girl friend and of course he married her =-
when he come home here, was this plane with Nellie wrote on it on one of these
posters - .recrui‘bing poesters, I wish I could have gotien that poster. I don't

know whatever happened to it. But this guy __ . is —'élead

the only th:.ng I got from him, but. I'm happy to get all the good plctures from him,

You know., This guy's just a second dlvismn pilot. from WEstchester e

3

. This guy was a marine from Westchester S

A local guy that I saw pictures of, this guy was in the Marine Corp. That guy

was in the air service. I was trying to 'bhink of somethlng _there v was a___

~black guy 1n the 92nd Division . : . I write everybody. That

fellow won the Congressional Medal of Honor. Thatts just a picture of him I took.

A World War II general = two starred __One

I think, Foustan = - . I think he was., He

was quite - you can see he was a very famous guy. .I write these guys. I'm lucky
enough to know how to get the addresses and I just write them and ask them for
avtographed pictures and if any of them have any old junk pkeces, like uniforms

or =
RH: Anything is better than nothing.

BF: These guys are proud and happy that somebody is interested in them,

You'd be surprised, Test pilot, flew in Italy., This guy will taik. I have a
tape on him, This guy will talk until he's blue. And he will tell you that he was
the best pilot in this war. He said that he was probably the fifth best pilot

there was. low I don't know how true that 48" But he is an: 0ld "guy" .

., He is a cocky old guy. He!ll tell you he was the

greatest, He flew every plane there was, He went to the English plants and took
them up and flew them. He flew for eight __of_them. __ as a test pilot.

He went from Italy to England, That's when he added his Italian wings to his
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American uniform years ago and I have a good tape on him, What a character.

What a talker,

This guy's named Peterson. Navy pilot 3163, Lives c“]}pse o _me

g Lol

Wouldn*t do anything but glVe me an au‘bogranhed picture, He won the Navy Cross.

’and or 3 others '; arine pilots did not keep the uniform. I talked to

+ ot of st madi e @ R

shout ten of them and not one of them has a uniform, T don't have a marine uni=
form, 1I'd love to have a marine pilot's uniform. T,.at!s what I need. I only
1ike to have one of each item, that's what T'm a®%<r, Bubt, I didn't do so well

on that. Tuis guy flew with the 18tn, ___Elliott SMngs' -

squadv'on. T don't know if you've done any rerearch on Elllot‘l: Spring

rm—— S -

. He W aq an ace that shot thl*"baen planes down, trained

e

with the British first. Unknown diary = v e , Warbirds, have you

ever read the book ) .-, NOW e

Crem—t——rin.

He wrote that about his budd;'y that got killed, A guy named, I forget, the name

Calshan was in there. Well this guy here knew them all well, because he was in

a C squad. There was A, B, and § squad. You should see his serapbook, This is

an origi;'nal-picture he-pulled out of his secrapbook, He's holding his wings. Be

don't have his uniform. He's been here for dinner a couple of times, a great guy,

but I cantt talk him out of those wings for nothing. He says its going to his .
nephew that lives way out, that lives by himself, plays golf, took me to Arong_mic 2

Country Club and man was I out of class in that place.

But thatts the kind of gentleman he is, And a true gentleman. See, any letter
I get from ény pal I keep. I have letters - Now here, here's your guye Th:LS.
gu‘Y was a World War I Navy pilot. T got this from a daughter.He flewthw_

the Lafaye'bte Esca-, See his wings?
_drﬂ.le

RH: Yeah,
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BF: _Reno was his name. I forget what number he was, I'll have

- —

to0 look up what number of pilot he was. I wrote this guy and he answered me too.
' G, Forest Warner, he was a VWorld War I ace, These guys are all World War I aces

in these pictures I'm showing you, This is Reed Chambers., Reed Chambers was in

the 9Lth wasn't he?

RH: Yep, he sure was.

BF: Now, thére!s an original autograph for him, It's not an original picture,

it's a copy that was made and autographed, . .

END OF TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO

BF: I just write them znd tell them _and he _ga;j.ghv;g;gg‘gé__ this small- size y 1 ask

for _An. autograph . And'I wrike back and say , "George, I'm sure everbody's

- picture
bugged you crazy, and if yon have anything, even a hat but I dldn"t here from

! 1

... him

A vl ———— L R b £

vour grandkids won't appreciate i-somethlg_g_ and

.mine I hope we have this stuff and I hope it gets taken care of the

wvay I want it. THis guy that lives right over here in Chester GCounty, Russ Smith,

very _famous - , very famous pilot . He really got famous

aftor Lhe wae, He was e shunt pilot and he flew for the-Bellancahe great
builder, he built airplanes in the *20's. This guy was his test pilot. This guy

owns an airfield vet, THis guy was his ace test pilot, THat's what he did and he

stayed in aviation the rest of his life., You ought to see the pictures of the

-

Bellancas, I thln}c it's the Bellanca or something like _that .
— Haobie. Baker... _» the great _.HDblB- Bakexr._. -
You probably ¢idn't hear of HobJ.e BaKeT.. .. I unless you really

was

Qnm"%nungk_gi_LJ, R Hobz,y__-’agker. e —

the commander of the 1LBth sguadron end had __a _tiger _ on the
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~

side and from Princetbn- . He was the greatest amateur hockey

player th{s country's probably ever had,

-

RH: That's.where the name rings a bell. . ..~

BF: And he got killed crazy. The war was over December 13th, He wasn't supposed =~
to take the plane up o I think he was probably drunk. He was commander, And the
guy said, "It ain't runnint right, don't take it up commander." And he took it

up and crashed and killed himself. They said he was getling old and fat anihaving

trouble adjusting to life, He was ‘up in h:.s thlrties and wasn't e Fla

.married.,

Here!s the guy with the wings. Now, he lives in West Chester‘. §Eé there . -

A —p— + p——

he _1s an_observer and this is his pflot.

- T

(T N e

But there's them kbombgdlg_g;_ fao ___wings, Only about twenty=-six guys

B e . A e T

; /
have that-t: __in Texas . They have them specially made. I

—

!

‘can't talk his son out: t;\:_[_‘__l}_i_g_j}_ngs.

: 4 . s N
We keep trying. ind this Easterbrooks . . .

E:

:+ Yeah, then you have a P=7 in the background.

BF: Yeash, right,yeah. This is one of the German pilots. He was either shot . .
down or = I dentt kngw what the story is = Easterbrook flew with another guy

_that started with a B . . What was his name? Tere was another

guy, I can't remember,

RH: I can't either, but I remember Easterbrook,

BF: TYeah. well he was an ace, And he was an observer, See that half of a wing?
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Tbere a:ant 'boo much here. .Thi.e guy's name was 'Ro'oer'b Hartz. He was a _;:J enk""l.m. .

: ™

e .

. . . . .;»
: - .i"-,'.

= - * LN ~ ° - T .

. R oA M

RH: “-."_‘Sfe‘ah,' ‘that rings a bell, -.

r . : '
. . - . o

S P . ST B
L . h P h B
BF: Douglas Campobell knew Hartz. 5

RH: Yesh:he did, FHe mentioned him,

? A

i BN

J e
g ‘;” R

B THa'h's how I got’ hlS address, Douglas Campbell's address. There he 1s -*ﬁhat'

4 LTy ¢

4.8 con v ~

.;iThere is his complete history. o:[‘ Robert Her‘t;z - where

Lio, T - < e
o

'he was at.. He was a Gorporal. His unlform is gone. It's t.he saddest thing that

Y
ir

T have ever seen. happen. I looked i‘orward for six mon'bhs to jt.

.".‘ sy "q :._ =

‘World

1."‘"- -

ap-

T2

:..,.

:.u’ * ‘t

x .

Wa_r I helme‘b w:Lth 'the Ha‘t-i

r-_

tha'b was

.'J'

his. She gife 1t to the grandchildren. I hope - now you oan look'k .

L.-,

now these are a]l 9lith- or:.glnal pictures. Now some of these gws mlght ring 3 bell

"Ju,dl don"b know. 'kaa:é\i-e\ e

RH.. I..oo

T o‘.‘

. . . K

K at 't.he airplane here at Issoudon*

!’nl r{:.,_ N

-

BF: These are all 'l'.he Offl er # Some of ‘bhese dli‘ferent ; : ! By
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fact, I got the list of the 9hth officers in there soméwhere, that were still

living, -Look at that guy standing there. Original pietures.

RH: Um-hmm, .

|

BF: MAmd-his pPlang, maybe not his, but ©Nne plane., Now that's an albatross

there isntt it? -

‘ ' !
RH: Yeah, that's an albatross observer, This is = I don't know - it's a Roland . .

" I believe.

BF: That's not his plan?,__qe‘rmgulan:eﬁ__“_”_w; - o T,is here would probably

be very valuable to some people. They would probably al;preciate that,
RH: Valuable to me, I like. ., o

BF: Tou like_ old

RH: TYeah, yeah, yeah.

BF: How about that piece of paper there? Original brought back, proba‘bly nog

supposed to be, but that'!s an original.order, Look whose -
RH: William Mitchell,
BF: It's _congradulating  __ ___ the 94th air squadron,

<

RH: TYeah, I have a copy of this,
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I'm sure there's a lot of copilesz made and *they brought them home, but =

. RH: THis is really nice,

BF: THere's the original picture,

: ?
RH: Yeah, that's . Rickenbacker's plane,
1

BF: THere's the original one he shot down. That'!s his squad and that!s his

worker, I put that in there, Ijhave my scrapbook that I got Eig_@dié's

frorn. This is a letter Douglas Campbell wrote. There's a letier from Eddie

Rlnkenbacker _ , which it wasn't for me it was for someone else = .. ¢

e e e B 4 B T Tt 4430 M

RH; Schwarisz,

BF: I don't know where I got that one from, ;Eut I'm llke._§ ‘lot of guys: it

e —

don't get me excited because he's so well-known, but there J.‘s Doug_]_.as Campbell

« You know, I keep every‘bhing. I wrote and.asked = I got

—

these conies made,
RH: Yegh, therets Doug too.

BF: Yeah, there's Doug there, there!s Doug sitting on the motorcycle, He told me

»

to write in who the four guys were, Green was one of them, and Sherry

e .1"1—— —

is it, I forget; _ S_he!::ry andﬂtell who

those four guys are sitting on that motorcycle. Did he talk much about the wild

times? Or were they crazy or did he ever say much? Or did he talk pretty digni-

fied?
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RH: Yeah, he told me pretty much about everything.

BF: A pretty loose bunch of guys,

RH: Yedh, And the comradery amithe type of stuff they did. They were pretty

tight. They did. a lot.of things together,

At

BF: _Elllgt;tws,prings -you:should here the stories about him you -

-

MHOJ.lldn i_bellgye PR R _-_‘“'" . They eaid he was crazy _ _”_F__;__-.;.“'_,', o
!

RH: T#alr's ) fbg“y Fo . o

BF: Yes it is, Sure it is, Right there_ is Lufbez:y_:_____ . It've got

something better than that. Look at that good lookin guy. Doesn!t he look 1% ké

2 movie star?
RH; 7Yeah he does,

BF: You can get this in Washington, Thls eopy . e

el

"
— 1 . e
P —— e

I should have, I didn't think gbout it when I was there.

RH

Bﬁ‘: You've gotta think about it. TYou've gotta get them autogré.phs. You ain't

got many days left,

RH: Yeah, I know it. I've g‘ot a letter by him, S0 =
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BF

' Nothings better than autographs,. -

RH: That's true,

BF: I like autographed pictures, If've got three autographed pictures, I've gat

that one and this one and another one in there ‘
G-L"Ckﬁ:f} . « There he is again, I't's'autogréphed.

Therels one you cm-t!zll he wore the open collar, Wh:l.ch s hiStory in my

estimation. Thatts history. That piece of paper is history. That turns me on.l'

That turns me on as much as getting-the uniform. You know, Just. a fact, this is

Y LT T

a copy I made, This is to Bob Hartz from Eddie Rickenbacker
I just got a copy. She had it made for me, run it off, There's some officers,

_Just ever_xbody around - ground ofﬁcers, if they were I don't know,

e e

Those guys were .officers s:.ttmg there ’ pllots_. _

B SL T T Mttt i T A i a0

There's "Win_s“];q!{“_ha‘g‘q__Campbell. (. wewr, T got that from « I sent

that out and got him to autograph that. I dan't know, I guess he gotv tired of

autographing stuff,

I%H: You know what this picture is riéht Here? You've heard of the EQ&E?EP_
Lange O photos?

BF: Yeah,

RH: This is what this is.

BF: 1Is that right? That's not of tl'xem.,

RH: No, that's not of them, This is & S_E"_,5 N and that's

probably 1917 by the style of the cross .
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| BF: That'!s the thing I'm not up on=~ planes,

RH: TYeah, that's ___ ok _g0pdnesBe_.........

BF: Anderson, whoever he was. Isn't that Anderson?

L e
-

RH: Yeah. '_Goleila;i:tx;.' A ):

BF: Therets the original, The guy that wrote the article in Cockade said that

he had never seen them photos. Because I got them from a guy who brought them back.
RH:: These are valuable photographs,
BF: Look at that one right there.
RH: Oh yeah.
BF: That's a copy, but read the letter. Just look at the letter,
‘ RH: ‘James Hall, well I'11 be darned.

BF: Such a famous American, I take that ﬁb'bk every time I go out and get my

Pt Ak

aviation talks and ask if. they know_who e wasfou know, a lot of them guys

~

};g'q'g?{vjm 1’1_13_1_ . . I wouldn't have knew. He was such

a great writer and everything., Wouldn't you like to have that wooden._.....wi——

~
Blgn ?

o T m, W e
i

RH: Onr, I'd love it.

BF: No more than I would.
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RH:

19
/\\q
That's true, u\

Oh, my.

Now T have on the tape T believe, Douglas talking about Ithink it was James Hall .

who went to Tahiti.

BF:

RH:

BF:

James Hall? That's where that letberts from - Tahiti.
Oh, I didn't notice.

Did he talk about James Hall much?

Yezh, hé talked abovt « nol a

Did they get together much?

1t Seéms to me that they did. They got together.

i

I think Guynemur, a french ace,

R T ¥ i 5, BT ¢ e - —— - = -

Some guy got Eddie _ﬁ,i‘ElEéQ‘R@?'lf&E!S . autograph. I wasnll.sure. .

F . a

__E_g_@_ingickenbackef" wag‘ - . o - - dead before I get involved.
Thatts another cgpy."This is an originai, iﬁ;i ;ggy_ is in here, - - .
right here . THis is _ Titman, U, Se

. . . R
Ambassador, retired butrTitman

———— ——— T e TR L T e T el

- b A - .

e e e P—t

L
flew with the 9hth if I remember, I think, And __ Titman - __ was the most

wounded American aviator to be injured and live. 5 dontt know if you've seen
- - . L ~ ._‘__.’__ﬂq._‘: ——

something 1ike that or not?

e e rraem e AR e T AR i AR X BTE £  mrms W
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RH: No, no. I wrote to = T still have to go up and interview him or I would
like to = Royal Frye at ARight Patterson., He gave me the addresses of the three

living members of the %hth,
BF: Okay. But the other two didn't answer you yet?
RH: No, Green didn't answer me ; Green is still alive,

BF: Green - I told you what Green said. Let me tell you. There 's the answers.

Okay, do you want to see What Mr. Green said to me? Let!s see what he wrote there.

!

"T have your letter regarding .Juar_pllo:tpg::aph_,,_ e Due to my age I have dis-

continued selling _my: ;phﬁographs of_ Ha.::tz.uand._'ﬁhe__‘?_‘}th, Xo.u_ e, T

should write_ washmgton,__etg i L . _ .

I didn't ask him for a note, I asked him for an autographed photo = of himself,
I thought that was very cold, At least he answered noj vhy bother? They don't
have any of the photographs that he .would have, They wouldn't have one of him,
A11 I agsked for was would you please send me an autographed picture of yourself.

A1l T wanted was a copy and I offered to pay any expenses,
RH: Yeah,

BF: See, he just threw yours away in the waste paper can., For some reason =
Bee, what upsets me = him and the Hartzes were the best of friends for years, ' They

lived right near‘each other.
RH: Yeah, thatts why I said the Hartzes would have a photograph of him.

BF: They don't, they didn't have one. 'v:tl e Sl e 56y ey 200

SO Lkt viw o
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RH: TYou can just go on aboup it and hope someone else is fortunate enough to

collect w

BF: Now, this here is a nice article . Look here's a nice article about ;S;g;gy;!

~

L}

2

Oh, yeah, "Significance of Air Supremacy" Well son of a gun;

BF: ‘\ A A A, he kind of got a little mouthy. Did

Yyou ever did into that any? Have you ever done any =

RH: 1I'm coming across it. now,

BF

What did he really say that got him into hot water?

RH: From what I understand, it was his whole attitude , the combination. I

guess we're basically finished,

END OF INTERVIEW




