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Besr Silivs,

itve planmed on writing you soms of our story sa I remember 1%, soncersing the
georman abieck that bezam Dee. 18%h., 1% ssem as Shough I've boen busy wost af the tine
gnd heve beon delayed. I am in Frauce now and auh of sonbest with the Enemy.

Por -‘%@%}rég or four plzhis before Dee. l8th. we hesrd songidersble movement of neter

yahieles over behind the Jeipfrsid Line %o ocur fronte A fow weeks kelore,tusrs

similer nolpes whioh proved e be & chenge of trosps in ?:’#;ém-ir @%iﬁiwﬁw %&i@*’ w%}i'

.%ﬁ& alse 3%% Hhout cansed to fire on us. &11 this lad we %o balisve thed %%3@;‘ w&fﬁ

on Linge I wes mz@m@; gonoush fremy fovr o E@gim@m with b @ﬁﬁmﬁiﬁﬁ % *% ﬁ,@ Lizw §?§,‘gﬁ L . S

part of the third. Pari of the third ome wos to the

rear heking ag&%&a&_ ..*?a;fg-mig;ﬁg:@ - ’i&;‘h@

1 situstion on our sids for an abieck, buk we sertainly ﬁﬁﬁ“k

ik

 Just befors sy on the movning of Des. 10%h, %ﬁﬁwﬁ%@gy wa gok & ren w‘% ,&? 5 ]

that & sirong W Patrel wes in rear of ths Batlalion on our ri@%&% &, 11%.@%;1@ lﬁ%‘ﬁ’

goms of Wy mg%s.’% f;zamwmg's movksrs shot up some [larss f allowed by @m@ ﬁﬁgﬁ &:ﬁgl@am@
zhells. 48 day %ﬁg@:& %o brselk we foupd the derriss all sround uay %@@@mu@ e m@ E@zzga

sloping BA1l in the senber of my Bn. Ares. 5@' gtall and I were in the roay of *ﬁm 4

wald by wy right S@mgamg. ¥

gone came from e ald zbotieon s esked far % w%&mi& w0 kale 4

ail ermeg Dire hed bapus bolwsen =y m@mm%&& Jerries.

5

oy, - 3oadnb uy éﬂsm sud driver, snly o %m% nim sheb wp { m@“& ’?zti}}w_
gun abouk. ﬁﬁi@%@ Wﬁ& ju rear of my housss This gum shot inte my house and .Ewa a
wman oud bmeks By the bims I spovbed the gun, sne of ouwr ewn maohing Cuns wae %rkix&g ik

Vel a

one of my Sergssats also put in e fww eaed shots. 1 plaged my sequrity men.

eround pnd direetsd their fire on sows Gormens slong the hedze o our rear. Soon

of my men wers oalling in some Gemen ¥adice and a zan or twe avound thelr meehlng gun

whish was oul of sstion. ¥e steppsd owr firisg and tenly-ons cmme in -

{¥ids and older men}
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The dey moved fasd, bub seemsd slow, %‘i@ f;‘im;ﬁi &b them e hey camy over the hill
Bo owr left front at sbeul eighi '%‘z%x;ﬁéxa& yarde, apé dizcouragsd wmmy of tham, hik o
few. We got sn intense ariiliery berrsge, bub very fow cssualiles. These Wwick waod
‘shone houses are good shelter. I had a Y0 Opliber Maehine Gun by ene of our jubi-Tenk
gume Tire om sume dJerrise lying in & él%eh along & vosd zolog over the Bip sloping hill
bo oy lel® resy in the ganter of my Bu. Arep. Wheo thelr ssmunitiem ras gub sbous thiryy

gy Torty cwme owk, waving white flege, moved to owr resr end were bsken in by the vight

‘Gompewy's lsft platoony alony wiEhk others. A% the sems %ime, belure m

ent buek tver twe Mundred priseners

RIS kilé%@%ﬁﬁ%bﬁ the hupdredse W muet heves &

wnd killed s seny sore in the Bl. thet day, we'll never kuow how maiye. That afternoon,

paven tanks osme wuy in the senter ol our positien, ene hit & mine @il the sthers wenk -

baek when our Anti-Tank gese fired ou them. Lats thab sfbernoon Tanks attacked part of

sur lsft Compeny with flese throwers, bud Ybe men hed chenped their pesitisn slightly.

The tauks wers hooeked oub Wy the Tank Destropers Lo swr lefb, In ‘tlﬁa gftarooon the

smadl %maﬁ greupe trylsg %o work bask to their linss would group er % Medie with

& Red Qress flag to kesp Trom being ilmf& oo B had sboub twenly a@mw@ Ax o surrender
&t ong-bime when the Germsms threw sridillery in frost of thsm and foresd them besk. The
Jerrios ws éa@*ﬁ;ﬁrﬁﬁ ;@;@1_& ng thet we eould-expeet s Repbeent sgelngt ve next morning. e
spent the night laying new wire and brigging wp ssmuaiblen snd gupriiss gaﬁ%mg ready for
Yhgms

e %%w&mgé}m {-wazﬁwl};lg wxd there they wers, big tanks =nd lols of Infeairy rollimg
Ehrough the senter of the Bu. positiom. They coplived most of the 1eft szd support
platosns of =y right fompany. Thelir Dnfentyy hed sttsoked our morier posiilons babind
Ahe iz hill end my boys hed piled thew high before belup foreed wubi  Ous wille syguad
svd B pestion of machine guns on top of big hill hed piled them up that dsy and the day
kefora, Ons meohine zun seetlon op my right had slso dome 2 goed jobs The lafl ﬁ_m@ﬁm@%

prebebly kilied more thes any otbhers.
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The Tenks pesssed cur bown wp sxsept for firiang thelr ssynon diredt inko 1% when
we fired on the Infentry slong side Tthem. They bursed Yhe houss uy Command Toszd was in
nd-we bed e pui oub e fire ln the one we moved o, gebt e Dire aller we woved in. I
was drilled full of helss by dirset Jire. Thelr srtiliery same on us wil threugh the
doy, inbermitbently. I was plad % came ag 1 kmew Shey wouldn®t fry do meve in with
their c}m@:ﬁ*’%ﬁ;ig_iﬁfy woming in. They even wsed our Zadlc Shennels snd ess%? lad For omep
- wﬁ:—i}},my% m:r positieon, whish thay 4idn®% get. Ouwr commmivetion wires west oud

enrly dus Be erfillery. Ouwr radios didnts hive the ronpe we nesded for -gﬁ@ﬁ*

o thie ﬁa,_mi;wﬁa CHy Telt Go

beek and join Hhe right of the Replwent o owr left. I ssked for L g&’%r%@“%;mﬁﬁ frem

-«r@ s ¥A% Gompany, mggr Fight Gompaiy,

hegiment whiek T didu't geb unkil mif:%ﬁ@r%;f
fought off two atbacks belove deri, In the mesnbine, from Thirty du ﬁf&y arilen hed
gom through var peslities and b0 our reers Thiz bad bess ooe of the ledgest ﬁ%&gﬂ ia wur
iiyes, yeb 1% wes ops of Bhe shordest of the year, 1T Deceabar.

e deys, sy wen had kilied hupdreds of then bssides those we eaptured

Buringe thoss
the Dirgh daye  We logt oo, but Jerry pald desrly for sll he geined by ma@wﬁg whirowgh,
cour bhinly held linss. We got vur insgtrustiows te pull beek, dus do gﬁm‘*‘- mﬁim regepiion
it @idntt get fhrsugh watil midnidit, By 1:50 AJbe, Dec. 18k, wy 3teff, soms arbillsry
vheervers, part of twe of sy Cuepenyz, my debi-Tesk Flaboon, sod suws few obhars, yﬁ@@m@ﬁiy
lese- then B hanfred wes, and I were moving bask, kesping oil the erent ef %he hills eamd
aveiding '?3&3%5‘._%& far baek s possible, Te had do Slight Bhrourk o Sérmar yoad bhlsslk neay
s ligile Sown by the river, whers wost of ocur men orossed & bridge. I worked baok behind
vhe ros i’ziﬁz&%i‘m pick up some of wy men 1 thought wmers cub offs I Jound one. e awd I
weded the viver %o get oul. Tez, IV wes ice waber, thers was snow on the grousd, and 1%
came zhove sy walst. ¥e warmed wp soca though when we steried walking sgaln. We gob
baek ‘-@fu%_ sur gther wmen znd meved oweurh posillons sooupdsd by ome sl ocur Fstitelions M
thet time, By radic we got srders itofmove e 8 town & Fow miles baek and joln Reziments

Yeu agn Leagiee bow owr Peathers fell whan w8 sew 2 batiles in pregresz babwsen our Tank
ad
pestrovers, snd Germen Iamks bebween us t_ﬁwm.-
e

b

yowns aeverly atbacksd and ehelled, I 1ot then nave St
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e gn;aa’m& an by %e%a%a mmmhaﬁ the _*‘;c;s:@m_a They were all glad %o see us. .The @olonel
hed previously reported te Division thet ;h@ %h;‘%w}ﬁx he'd leost his First Pattallion. ¥e
weren't g1l thers buk bad m@ﬁ%&ﬁ@ forther fight whe Germane pelore we got bask Whrowh
strong Awsricsn lings, milss from thewe on the moreing befors dey on Christmes Eve. The
time wntil we pot owt was spent merebing, digging in, and fighiing., We were toe Wired
e express in words but peneged %o eeb enough to keep gelng those aight days and hed mede
derry pay and %msﬁ definitely deleyed his pregress on what I believe was one gl his
j_f"big@aa% m#&ﬁwﬁa

I 11 wi@e y% a@ﬁ:&ﬁ g m Buil yw Mmaﬁ o abbenk oy ﬁﬁ;e - seiw &. _

aind mz&t&md & from 170 o IB0 priscuevs, in abowb thirty simwtes ms*@ iggmmgg

snd had ':m&g;if' Y. af’ $0r mOn slighiiy mmﬁaﬁ:

S '_ | Your brethar,

- Williem L. fllem

!SJ’%&S g@l@ﬁ* me

st Bns 11E%h Int.

m &5 ?;"rszlé Pollay _&-é-.-"g-, .
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. Boawemed tgwerd gur £h0

eutve aut of the woods Fer & dlabmme Bee, pade-

T wera wovh

%

Gme wn 0% wes

iz & homn woare

ur

wham wy werdy el 1 pod bk Yehind

gl we onbered weed

soartad wp spein

my dwrber Pisteon %o gess an Jerwerd

wp agiln sud v we ouee oub of

rail eramast wednz Fived an

Bit ene, stherde »and Dop agrer o woods, one el 5 upe o Grazoed beek yalekiye
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