SUPERSTIONS ASSOCTATED WITH PREGANANCY(

Libby Berryman
~ May. 3, 1972




The superctlons are.very numerous and kept allVe'
>today. Larve famllmes are -among the old tlmers and
hilfolk vand Some belleve that a flrl w111have the

-
- same number- of ohlldren that. her monther hed,;;f-she‘.
.allows"nature to‘take 1ts ooursea When a wOmen ?ﬁas

her flrat b%by 1umps or enlwrgements in the umb1110191 N
'voord are. 1ooked for very carefully, SLnoe the number of
Allumbe iq qupnose to 1nd102te the number of ohlldren the

vwomqn 'w111 hqve,.there 1s a generql notlon among some

‘".peoolel that more: bablee ATe. born than. in many other

month;,.'whenl'a.woman foret ohlld is born 1n August 1t

T is the sign thqt ‘she will have many more._::

It is said that 1f a ohwld 1s conoelvedln the W1nter
”tbe mother will be Subgeoted to chllled, and 1f 1t is’

ooncelveA in the summer she Nlll have hot flaqhs and fever.

Some mountalners w1ves belleve that if a boby ‘ dlaper,

is 1eft in her house by some. v181t1ng mother, she herself

',‘w111,ehort1y beoome pregnent .

Pregnant bqth very seldom -and never 1n oold Watera-
LN —_—

‘In SOme oleoe81t is belleved that death 1s a pentaly for an

Iexoeotant mother who crosses a runnlng 9treqm.




A ~regnant mother may 20 about her household tasks

.as usual, but.sne shonld-never try to (put up) with .

fruit, the fruit WiilAsnoil every time. A pregnant
woman must_never'jump over the end gat e of a wagon or

stoop under a horse8s neck ~ if ghe goes shelis certain

to miscarry.'

The parents ma.y conceive a bOJ by stloklng A knlfe

~in’ the mqtress, whlle a woman who a 1rl can get results

by blac1ny a sklllet under the bed

There is rether a comon 1dea that the sex of a child
\__,'

'1s somehow determlneﬂ by whloh Darent is a" more Dow?rful

sexually, 1f the father is. most pqsslon the children Wlll

be mostly glrls, while if. the mother is more senual then the
. . - . . —— .

'father‘there Will‘be‘meny boys?in'tné family.

Some beoole believe tna'if‘a hushénd sits en his roof
For seven hours, hiS<neXtvch11d w111 ‘be’ a boy._

=Some people ‘bélieve that when a prepnant woman: carries

a baby high, then it W111 be'a.female, but if it is carries

1ew then it 'is a bOJ. A woman who is blg 1n the front

has a boy, whlle a-woman who carries her babJ in the back

_wopld vlve hlrth to a girl.

When 2 pregnant woman has a er ving for some p=» rticular
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'1afticlel of. food eVery effort is made to satlsfy it,

:because otherwwD the: chlld mark of that food.

:‘ Chlldren are 'said to m-rked by somé sudden‘
'felght ‘or unpleagant eXnerlenre of the mother. A.
 ﬂrepnqnt mother muct not "Look at a dead . body, or thls
.'mlght mork the baby or cause. it Eo he born dead.
qus 1s tales given to_ me’by'several peopleﬁ

«At*leastjthey mgke 1ntereét1ng reqdlng, féiéé“df‘true;
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. Miss Edie Mudd, February 19?9
909 . 014 ﬂarrods Rd.

Ancorage, Ky. - '

Catholic

'Class:VB" text

SUPRRSTITION

"Tf ?ou eat strawberries your.child will have ~red
h°1r : L T

R

Mlss lebj B%rryman
304" East 215% Street
Owensboro, Ky.—Dav1s County




- Leqlle Kyle,_Marnq, 1@72,

.. 1318 Braudview R4, C

: ;}Bowlwng ureen Ky;-Warren County
"_Methodlst o

‘_: . A:“ . ' | cla‘SS an text ‘

SRR 'If you. eet 1ot°fof carrots, yqur kld w111 have good
' _eyesight S o

‘7M1ss leby Berrymﬂn
304 Bast 2180 Street:
Owensboro,xmy»-Dav1s County

o



Miss Cindy Mann, March 1972
Louisvill, Ky. -Jef“erson County
Episcopal ‘ .

Claés~“b“ text

" SUPERSTTION

T gy have a 1ot vf freckles you will have N
2 1ot of kldS :

, MlSS leby Berryman
304 Bast 215% Street
- Owensboro, Ky. .

/4"?2. Z{K‘




Fran Shuffett - March, 1972
Cardinal Heights

Greensburg, Ky.-Green County'

Methodist

Class "B" text

- SUPERSTITION

"Carry a baby low, it is a boy-- carry s baby high,

‘aits a girl." .

Miss Libby Berrymsn
304 Fast 215% Street

Owensboro, Ky. - Gr=en County -




. Miss Kim Bright, April 1972
922 Bast Riverside Dr.- Jefferson Co.
Evangelical ’

"Class. 'BY text

~ . SUPERSITION.:

"y you conceive on thé‘hight,of a full moon
your baby will be a werewolf,"

-.Misvaibby»B rryman‘ .
304 East 21°% Street-
Owensboro, Ky. - Davis County.
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Mary Jane Cleveland, March 1972

3070 Hill Dale Rd.- Jefferson county
Louisville, Ky. . :
Catholic ’

Clags "B" text

SU?ERSTITION

"How many bows you break at a shower, is how many
kids you will have,"

Miss Libby Berrymah
304 East 2150 Street
Owensboro, Ky. Davis County




'“_5M1sé Péula'Vance; Mafohg

360 Marigold Lane
'Orlando Fla.
'"‘Proteqtant ’

";101és$ npH ﬁéit

’ fLSﬁPERSTiTION'

.-;.‘

1972,

"If you are ‘scarred. by an an1ma1 theﬂdﬁild:will'have a

J}Tblthm%r{ of that an1ma1.4

Mlgs leby Berryman'
304 ‘Bast 215V Street

Owensbero. &yv—DaV1s Cbunty

1472 200




.XSCarolvn Kuhn February,,1972 ‘
.305 Walker Strpet S
’ Greenv1lle,Ay.\
;fBaptlst o :

Cla ss "B“'text :

AaéuggﬁsTiTIQN_'“

your bqby

. : Mlss leby Berryman ."
: 304 East 215% Street K
,AOwensboro, Ky.- Davis: County




Pat Tinsley- June 1972
2311 Donna Rd.
Louisville, Ky
Catholic

Class "BY

SUPERSITITION

wIf you rub your syomach with grease while you
are pregnant you won't have any stretgh marks after

birth."

Mige Libby Berryman
304 East 2180 Street
Owensboro, Ky. - Davis County

. FOLKLORE AND Fops
UTTRN B "mc.fgglgﬁﬁ COLLECTION

R’EHSI‘I‘Y LIBR A D
470 200




Miss Debbie Ball, March, 1972
20 Shakertown ﬁd._ ¥

. Burying, Ky.
Baptist,

Class "B" text

gt SUPERSTITION

‘?‘_:',

MIf you sleep on the left iside it will be A bOV, if
Vou qleeo ‘on the rlght sldP 1t Wlll be a glrl.

Miss leby Berrvman o
. 304 East.21St Street
.NOWensboro, Ky.—DqV1s :ounty




Miss Lois Eigelbach -

+ 3820 Sunrise Way o _
“Louisville, Ky, Jefferson County
- Lutherian o

Class "B" text

 SUPEXSTITION

?Ifgyou-eat a lot offéalﬁ[Fydﬁr‘baby will be anemic."

ITZMlqs leby B%rryman ffﬁ?
o 30h4 Bast 215" Street
Q.Owensboro, &y,_Dav134County‘

Jarz Zo0
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Migs Eve Lawson, February, 1972
816 Ashland Ave.

Shelbyville, Ky.

Methodist -

Class "B" text

 SUPEZSTITION

\ "If you exceed Q,OOOﬁfeeﬁ_in the air:while pregnant
you will have more than one child.”

., Mis§ Libby Befryman
304 ‘East 215V Street ..,
Owensboro, Ky.-Davis County




-9,(7 |

‘Mlsq Mld Boot1er— March 197?
362 Hilltop Dr. : '
“.-North Aurora, I11.
”Lutherlan

‘Class "B" teXt 

- SUPEHSTITION.

: "1f you you.: Sth{ out ‘a 1ot tho baby 1s a boy‘
If -you. are wide" you w111 have a Glrl.".}ﬂ

,;;Mlss lebv Berryman B
© 1304 East 91’ Street ,
*"OwenQboro, Ky. _ Uavls Countv




Ginger Humprey, April, 1972
1289 Longhollow Pike
Goodlettsville, Ky.

Church of Crist

Class_"B" text

SUPEHSTITION

"If you get A perminent while pregnant, it won®t ...
take.” : C o~ '

Miss Libby Berryman
304 East 21SPStreet
Owensboro, Ky.-Davis County




"d/’lq

... Lynn Goode,, March 1079
Lo L6l Henley ‘Ave,

. » Columbus, Ohio .

"~ Southern Baptist.

' Class "B text . -

SUPERSTITIONL

' "If you got your teeth fllled Whlle pregnant the fllllng

’Vwon t stay.-

“f'Mlqs leby B%rryman"‘
304 East 21%% Street -
wawensboro, Ky.—DaV1s Countv




'les V1ck1e Van derveer, Aprll 1979 :

Apt. 23 Hillsbury Rd R s

. c NashV111e, Tenn,
Tt deLutherian

. Class"B" text

P

| SUPEBSTITION“

"Aftach a nall to a strlng and hold over the stomach

thlle nregnant--lf it sw1ngs to the left’ 1t is a boy, to the

right’ 1t is a. glrl."'f-“

" Miss leby Berryman
304 East 215T Stréet’
Owensboro, Ky,— Dav1s,QOunty




. Pam Cantrell aprll ‘19?2
1286 Lucus Street " :
'LoulsV1lle, &yg—Jefferson County
~Baptlst '

‘? “"y . 'Class "B fext

 SﬁPERSTITIdN'

o “If a dog bltes Fou thlﬁ you re pregnant your~ohild1will
‘Tbe aer1d of dovs . : : . . e

A D
ks

- N“lss leby Bgrryman %
<304 East 21" Street
Owensboroy, Ky-:D%V1S County




Nancy Rossman, February, 1972
107 Elizascth

Battle Creek, Mich,
Congregational

Cla=s "B" text

SUPERSTITION

"Tf you listen o classical music the child will enjoy

classics when he srows up.”

Miss Libby Berryman
304 East 215U Street
Owensboro, Ky.- Davis County




Mldge dos "February, 1372

124 Wyoming Street”

Warsaw, New York
“~;ﬁPr¢stterian“y

Class "B" text

 SUPERSTITION

_ wip yﬁu eat blue ch@ese you w111 have a healtny
'Chlld."A : -

wlqs L1bby B%rryman
. 304 Bast 215" Street .
Owensboro, Ky.—Dav1s County




Miss Laura Tilipko, February, 1972
5550 Fieldston 24,
_Bronx, New York

Lutherian ’

Class B" . text

SUPERSTITION

"If you have intercoﬁrsefdurinx'the eightth or ninth
month of pregnancy, the baby will feed on the sperm and
tend to be =2 homnsexusal."

"Miss Libby B%rryman
304 East 215" Stzeet
. Owensboro, Ky.-D vis County

)772. 200
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Susan Check-June 1972 .
401 West Cambell Street
Frankfork, Ky

Baptist

Class "B" Text

SUPERSTITION

"Tf you don't eat 3 eggs a day your kid will be
born premature.” '

Miss Libby Berryman
30l East 215U Street
Owensboro, Ky-Davis County

25

FOLKLORE AND FOLKLIFE GOLLECTION
WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY MBRARY

1977 260




Pat O0'Hair- June 1972
400 Commanchc Streest
Radeliff, Ky

Baptist

Class "BY Text

SUPERSTITION

"If you smoke while you are pregnant your child
will be a =low thinker."

Miss Libby Berryman
304 East 21°% Street
Owensboro, Ky-Davis County

FOLKLORE AND FOLKLIFE COLLECTFGF%

TTOTHR S—
S TRRN EENTIowy UINFraEn gy ¢

TRty

1972 200




. Miss Jacquie McGrath

‘No, 8 Cillia Rd. ) . .
Louisville, Ky-Jefferson County
Catholic o o -

-~ "Class "BYF text'

. SUPEASTITION
"If you swim in the ocean will’ pregnant, your child
will have water on the hrain.-" — F e o

"

4
?

Migs Libby Berryman -
304 East 2180 Street . =
Owensboro, Ky.- Davis County




' Miss Vickie Ochelle,
- 3610 Sorrento Street:
_#Louisville Kv.
 Methodist

.. Class "B".
Superstitons .

v If you abn'tv eétﬁseasqﬁedffoédLXQQ?rbhild won't have any
taste buds.™ . , S A o

E g ~ : "MiéS_Libby‘Berr¥mén“
: “ : U 204 Taet 24 S0
T i \ s Owgns%bronagv. Davis County

=
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. need aiasses.

Miss Debby Armqtrongr
" 6811 Dartmouth Drive
_— Louiqvillg Kv.
- Baptist - a

[IEER
3

: -Supérétiﬁions

" If. a woma.n wears gla,sses whlle pregnant the baby will also

Mlqs leby Be{ryman .
:.304 East 21. .
Owen-aboro, Kv. I)avm Count;y




Jo Ellen Tumbrick- May 1972
425 East 5th. Street

Carrollton, Kv
Catholic

Cla=s "B:

SUP ERSTITION

"If you don't eat axigt of protein your hair will fall out"

Upeski v Regpman

- .Owensboro, ky Davis County




2%

- Mr. Bobby qmit)ﬁ April 1972 .
" 760 Burkley Rd. - .
T Gary-Indiana

Catholic ™~ .

class "B".

. Superstition -

" If‘you don't drn.nk a 1ot of water vour flnger nallq will
fall off " j;' L T o

S S T ;‘; ' \' M:Lss L:L%)by Bergman
SR R i 304,21 g
e ‘ C Owenqboro, Kv. Daw«; County




Mias Tog%.Martin April 1972
340 36

~Louigville Kv,

Baptist

Superstitions

" If you get an electric shock While pregnant your child will
have frizze hair ".

Miss legy Berryman
%04 21.
Owensboro Kv, Davis County

/L/‘E‘L




Miss Linda Rueff March 1972
1134 Kanz Ave.

Louisvyille ¥v,
Baptist

Superatitions

" If a woman pluck@ her eyebqu during pregnancy the baby will

have no eyebrows,"

Miqs lePv Bergman
. %04 21 '
"Owenhsboro Ky. Davis County




y .

x Ml-;s Dlane ‘Veqtrlck April 1972
305 61;h qxtreet'-'

, If\ whlle pregnant you ta]k about other_‘ peoples" chlldren
yours w:l.ll be: deformed -

"Mi:'-%‘a'.".'LiBbyg rrym-ha.n _
304 East 21 . Street
Ovrensboro ’ Kv. - Dav:.s County

Lo




