James Perry Dreke, son of the Revolutionary soldier, Albrittein
‘and Ruth Collins ™ eke, was born in Nash Co., N. C. in 1797. He
moved with his parénts to Muhlenberg Co. Kentucky in 1809, where he
lived until he was sbout 30 years old when he located in Indiapolis,
Ind., where for some years he had charge, of sale, of public lands.

At times he would have, as much as $20000 or $30,000, on hand.
He would teke such amounts in currency from Indienapolis to Cincin-
nati to deposit. Later, he came, & rather prominent lawyer in Indi-
ena. He saw active service in conducting cempaigns, azainst the
Indians, a:d also, Commended the Indiana regiment in war with Mexico

in 1848,

Sectional feeling ren so high in the years preceding the out-
break, of the Civil War in 1861, that Drake, being & southern-born
man, moved with his femily to Hunisville, Ala. in the late 1850's,

He died in 1876, end is buried in Huntsville, Alabans,

Eeny of these, old letters were written by Janes Perry Drake to
his Revolutionary-soldier father, Albrittein Drake.

He was my Great-Uncle,
Signed~
Sallie Dreke lsaac

Drekesboro, Kentucky.
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Hr. Benj. Me. Drake
Gresnville, Kentucky

* ¥ % * & ¥ & ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥k % % = k ¥

S8pringfield 2nd, July, 1819

Dear Bejne

I had the pleasure of Receiving your letter of the 25th May by
the lest mail, which I was glad to Receive and slso was plessed with the
contents which Informed that our friend in that County ware injoying
the blessirg of healthe Mathe We Wilscn Esg. has Just comé over and I
expect to send these on by him he could not tell me any late account of
vou I have nothing interesting to write to you more than I am still
driving on ir the cld way my business is flush ever since you left hear as
ruch and probebly more so than what it was when you were hear, my old
frierd Samuel C. Heron who opposed me so strong in my Eleotion has left
his wife and tesken up with the woman that had the suit, in this court
about the pepper pcd, and bouth of them have gone sane where in Kentucky,
€ widow Love was married shortly after you left hear to Aaron Bacon
the sheriff, and last Thursday I was at Mr. Robbs Veading (the man who stayed
with us in Harmone) We are neking grats preparations for Independance
and I expect will have a prety high time, I am n-. writing alome in my
little office where I have been living near ever since you left hear ¥r.
Hinch Request that I should narme to you his best Respects his family is
all well his wife has been mending ever since you ware over, I wish™ you
to state in your next letter where I shall direct letters to go to Hardy
Pitrmen end alse to Dolphin TWhelesse.

Yours with Respect &cta
James P. Drake

(Fram James P. Drake to his brother, Benjamin M. Drelke. 1619. Wonan
has law suit about a pepper-pod.
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Srringficld, la. Iree

Tny 2nd Je. 1 Drele e IS
a-- 15 11273

Dear Fakher

Lour letter doted 10%h lerch cernt to hand oy yecterdajys

~ail, makins near two months it wmust have been on the way, Zvt
c1trouzlk the intilegevce i not verry recent yet I eon say it
effords me ~uch vrleasurc to sze any thing writiiz by your om hand
esrecially when =rittin as all our comruniceticns to ne are, for
vhep I read them I cen elmost ima;in mpyselfl in your corpany
hearing you t2lk. I have recd two letters from uncle Tickeel
Collins COne of them written in Tennesse and the ﬁf’ﬁ#‘t§t*"° v nd

of I'r. Finochel Bouth tvo late for me to he
der-rture es I only recd them the 17th Csllins snd ke exrected to
* s

lecve sour cuntry on the 20tk I werry ruch
receive them sooncr Y last letter {ro-

he ?CIS rapers sive
e}

vEs &
and Svain elso an incertein zecount of ¢ smr Zetween Frence
Zreat Britein From the Best accountc affaire are verry much
n 1 1 th _merieca continuc To

unsettled in .lexico.. The
be suveecessivll in 2
Prescot my resp

Tu Do 1ire  LCem====- 11 is really dead.

1823
Trom <« . _rake

to kis fﬁﬁ;e
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Springficld Ina ITree Jo Co rele . e
Let. 2th

ire illjam Drake
Creenville

-

1/ 1~
Kentucly

Cprin-field Otk Cet. 1023
Denr Lilliem
Your letier of the 1941 Ultimo came to hend the 2nd Incsan
end I felt myself much ﬁrﬁtified Lo reccgnise your verry muech improved
kand vr.ilr. and lesrn at the seime time +tat "’ur el tegother with

;7 relrticns (wittr 2 Tew oxccrtiﬁns} were in the injoyment of rocd
healtl, aut ftlt ~‘“61“ somewhat Zlsencinted on lcﬁrnln; in it that
you had declined comeing over hear

whether or not I shal ro to zee yo
from RBrother John which informed mc

Cuntry the Tirst of this month ‘nd

£211 1 lhave recd & letter
ould start to thet
11 verry disireour to see

=
U}

him. On vhich sccount I shal vro LfDl] decline visitin_: the lower
eurtry this winter. I hawe ing tolereble 1. nlth cver tirce I

left that cuntry tho
gt this time, there
raste In hocte

of +his conhty
of deaths within o month

)
(4]
wm
e
(o]
e
e

A

bl

reeting
Jemes . Tpale

Trom Jores 2. Dralle to brother

Adlliem Ureke

em vet undetermined



Corydon, Ind. Tree
Teec. € . Je Te Lreke Tost 'aster
Springfield le.
Ire L1lbrittein Drske
Grecrville
Ientuely

Corydon Ind. 5tk Dee. 1522.

Dear father « nother

Ty reason for addressing you from this rlace; is that the
La3l from hear to Greenville is muck more direct, than Irem frring-

“ce the 18tk of -overber, znd lave
rs but exrect tc leave hzar on

field, I have been from home, =i

been at this nlace for 8 or 10 g
temorrow, for wrrinziield again, .y buciness rrineirally wes to
it money changed, which I hove effected on tolerable advantazus

oL
termcs 1 stoped severnl dagys in louisville Yy. - here I heéd the
~lezsure of seaing & heering rreach your oald Iriend & Zrotler

1 e b
le rreasent year.

John Johncton who is staticoned at that rlace o
sus to my leavin. home, I recd a letter from
e A

Al
o

.illiem informinz me of your return lrom Tennessce tut did not

inform me whether or rot feiler had again visited the llatera, and

wrether he rad deteriined on moving to that section of the country
8§ ‘ 2 t

or nobs; thket i something

s
of the verticuler Ty s8lso on =he oon=
temrlated visit to thet section of i last
letter to you I informed you of he ins
informing m 3 rculd |

%]
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Sﬁrin"”ielﬁ la iree

July Ti- 1824 Je f. lirake p o
rs. authe —rake
Grecville

Yentuelky

Lear Lother

Your leotier of tke 23rd %oy came to hend the 23rd - 1ltimo ~nd
1 ean truly sey the contents thorool gave me provler pleasure, £8
vell because it gove me the pleasing news of the henlth ol my reletions,
as it heving been vritten by 2 heend which zave me existance-- ~that
effecticn vhich you inctilled in my brecst from ry infarey and
tanght me to E"rﬂ :crards 3 £r ¢8n nor ﬂﬁTPr wilW te for;eotien

but on this su 1
ncre int e"'?tir +o vou end whiel you have’

of as wou have o- f; affictions for jou.

realth this summer with ar ¥
cenfTined to my Lead rith in tolerahle
ksaltk =t rrosemb. I in - kad it
not be } ¥ enc 1 ot

L ou
g not
T hie es
t of

T3E pcwer to coac ur » hag

sum notion of coming o ive it

uts and come vith khim your self if you can ecomsistantly itk interes

1 ;must elose sc the :nail Lac arrived alter presconting my -.coirects

to old Iriends




5 Gi 2 s -~ r
:recnyville
4 F&L;"Cdr:r-
re inetelor =211 leave

this letter ot Jes. Teirs.

Ath & I ariv home the next

tiat I am 1% injeywind of [ o0d ]

day efter leawving there and found my effadr in o tolerstls
econdition. Iotrin; rertleunler has occurd in this pard, excert
tret iy oald friend T.i11ianx Iriace is dead, he died the day

L e 2T - T 9
-433. VOO - "?".1 -

that Edvond and . -21F 4o

r I liwe =old my
= N E S O Y
hiose since my retorn S el havs
trade vith French ok o
“roresitio, ond we
cf- I Yave reed, =
L o F 5 > 3l & a -
aant Jughs ke vacs
. 1in hazte
[ :- —rile

I resveets to el
7 ;
T Lendiys e I3

: Tan YA 3 .

£ e¥xe to l.isg

mother
o B 5 2 Tiad r' : T
florittain & Ruth Collins TDrale

‘o



Teniamin L. Urake

!

“uhl=nbury Co

_.jc

rer
I're Faterson
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Uountvernon tus 11tk 1826

her 2rd Zimam?2 end in concequence

i ecarmot write

S Y T L S Gt h tha ceoth
and Zdamc. The eirecumctance of

ily is sunthin- verry extreordina
diately on recelivin; the news h

are on the left arm Tor 30 days. The
of_;r. {wens Teclaoration of Tndi-

4th of July-- .hich 1 conceive to
« wocd vil) be buried ir a few
2 oclock F 17

of Presidents

From Ierry Drale to brother Eenjemin

1/
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S0 ) . < i .
Hw  VSPHOI Goe 11tk. 1720--

hed the rlezsure of

léetter, and on ..r.
g t would be more inteore

*ile lmowing thet you woull

would te

AT %
\_,1-1" -]- e

oy,

lev left lere
Shovrmased hle to nerform
distance rZpearanceiag nu rCONVenence. Lre

of busimess in this ploce vhieh e

scld ond

: £ Trev
of woouit
8e e HAE CLulee s3ich veEen o 12l ‘uri'teo
Te .cGees t£he 28tk Cet.
£ e you have reed later
ke s v} tec

kich feurees me
gl my relativ
a2

Trom Jde« 1. Drole
o *is brother

13



~illiam Trale
. thlenberg County

Fentucky

t i
a
-

. Vernon 1eby 21lst 1827

only ebout two m

ke
31
<
(4]
L

{
!

to write to you " .r. dovnmen

o*
a
ck
3
[4:]
W -

vho wi zrer hereof 1 on the verze of rtnrting and
cannot weit I om indebetcd teo vou a long arclo;y lor «y
i to nale it (thouzl: & word to the wise

~0oo0d heslth. rote to foathor and motr-er =z few

rorr J. Te orake to trother
T411izm Drele
1227
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Tast
} S Cross
1d rave hesn ¢
igh, it has b
est setters, I
cm 2and lost &
ver inedistel

Vernon 14th Tebry 1228
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Lre 2lurittnin Treke
-uhlenberp County
Hentuely

i re Inderson
it. Vernon Ilareh 29tk 122¢

.y Year rather end ..other

Ir. Jemes ‘ndercon vho vE1l be the besrer rerof will stort

over on next Thursday and promises to ec2ll on vou end deliver this
letter, I have but little tc cormunicate as I exrecet to see

you-face to face in o few days efter the rescrmtisr of this letter.
I have fust recd & letter from Zenjomin sitetirz thet he would leave

latchez on the 25th Inst. end if he does he will be here by the
first or 2nd day of next month snd efter his srending a few deys
here e shall come over, £11 iz well Ty reszpects to all =y

friends

Yours Tuly

Trom J. f. Orele
to father

31 R -1 T 1
flurittain Srake

1828
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Indissnu-. Iis Get. 18tk 1E29

ce lon
. ~eet Y
ion | T ‘ to imd kel
) ¥ plens e e L% entisi ccrjecturcds
The ecitizens of +this rlace, though opposed have
treoted me with unusesl Coridslity eand Lev
te thelir cvstome, made tro or three parties eve
@t. weversl ef them for my crecizl temmefil,
have vublished verry h"and-ome comulomentary re
o) ntisip2
ice and 1 heve already
ks :

confided to ry eore,
cr the meney inm & large
loec) ry doore and
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William Drake Indienapolis Sep. 16th, 1830.
Greenville, Kentucky

Dear VWilliam

I have a great many things to write more than I cen put on cne
sheat and all of such miner importance that I am much at a loss what to
write, I got hane on the 20th of August and found all my business had
been ocnducted prety well to my satisfaction and my triends generally
well, the health of this sectimm of the cuntry is telerable good at this
time and this is the Season of the year that sickness is most booked for
my own health has continued intirely good Since my return which makes me
almost ready to conclude that I can have my heslth unblemished here. It
is now one year Since I commenced business at this place and I have just
made an estimate of my commission end salary it emoupjss to upwards of
$1700. I think thst I have perhaps saved cut of that Sum $1000. I shall
start on tomorrow morning to Cincinnati to mnke a Deposit I have on hand
ebout $20000s Boon after my return I am going to Sogans port, a tom in
the upper most Settlement on the Wabash to attend the Sele of the land
for the consiruction of the Canal to comnect the Viebash and Leke Erie,

I have a notion to venture sumthing on law spsculation there, the Sale
conrences the first mopday in Octe if I make & purchase it will be on

the line of the comtemplated canaly end I wish to visit that part of the
State at all events, The weathere here is growing quite cool already,

Ve wore vislited by a frost a few mornings eago, the serson has been rather
unfavourable for crops of corn the dr-wth secms to have prevailed in all
parts of the union as fair as I cen hear frame The yesterdays easterm
mail brought us the irtilagence of a late ==—--—-= — ——
Frence, King Charles had to maske his escape from the King dom and Lafavetts
is now Comnmander in Goneral the Natiomal guard, there Viar chief of

Blood Shed in th Strugrle considerably say ebout 500 6000s principal
acoount Kings troops, we here are all og at the result. IT is thought that

oiceing form their new goverment and they will monerchy —-——==ee--- -
have notting =-—=—eeve- =-mistekege—e—m
My love to father
Your truly

J. P. Dreke to bro. William Droke Revolution in France. King Charles es=-
capes Gene

Lafayétte, camminder. 1830

J« P. Drake expects to attend sale of lends for construction of Canal to
comeat Wabash and Lake Eriee.
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Greenville

Ientucky

™ o
lere in Indian=rolis, not ~st started. I vish we vere there, we
4

-riseillss

ion we vere debails
.

:\:f'J

&

S
cturn home, and eltho the &

r

thin¥ it would bs rrudent fer ler to start a ‘ovrney so socn aiter
ker indispositidn. ..e Lave thereforc deferred our trij there untill
next month at which time we hope <o har- the lezncure of agein
cceing you. winee we last wrcte nothing of much ‘mrortence lac
tronsrired, the elcetions in ti:is ctete have resulted in o reat
Lriwavh of the Jackson perty, Cur vhole delegation To Ucnzress

with one execrtion are Jackson men and & cecided majority in the
Logislatures 1t vill Dbe Lke figt Jdeckson Legizieture tlat In’izne
neE cver heod, in your :1 surposé the cene is rEVﬂr”“?, that the

iticn heve triumpl

Ja
b e [
= R T % 5 TR SO i N T 5 g
LEatiE A et Buts bt 1% 48 very cgroel LLat Laclhun ] il

Leiitus

sy k! ~ s 3 ELL, - — Ay ' i L3

aueh porulerity in the last and will not Le in the mincrity
5 " G s L

next Con.ress, the conselnenc e that the United

co
St+etes Lan) connot be recliarted

c . iticiens are begining syze=
viete on the next rresideacy, it it now thought that —r. (ley 2111
nol be brought foruard again for that office and that the racc wall
P

be bvetweer _artir Van ~uron of e Yorl and John ¢clane of Chi
Col. Johnson of Iy. and lewis Car Secretzry 2t Uar are alsc sr
i |

= T ot =
4 .
B Ruol v o
0L CUY latt 1
4L
nev e

u

g Choelar ol
liore to escepc exntirely, ers it is now
subsidiny in the .estern country, your
“ke last three months than any zart of = 1 v
vieit vour roirkbourkeods The +recent Ccascn ras been morz fevovreble
fer the farmers in tlis ceeticr of +he country then any T have tefore
witressed, our ero t£ oi ~hest and Cats vmre uvrurually poed end the
corr ic better tlar I ver saw, 2nd we shall rave &n abundance of

fur scle of land i
will rrobetly cwount to
amouns of the last —rrc

contimed stout as usvel i
year vhich was 1
t recd 2 lettes

&?L"Tlﬁ but

gnin ke had recently ha J
i zach bwice o day

»’f‘f@
Gl
)

H
o
i

i* ty ¢t

n atiack of:
1d ~us=sn Paf Juch rccovcred of an &
41

C r k]
cf the Bilicus fever, thre tallance of his fomily vere well, o
adviced him fo lesve the ity ‘uring thre siell; ceason ef tha jear

20




- 2

. but he w conse
reliszious duty to stand firm to
for hiz hreslthe The improvement
thoush it ic steady and conmtinue:
one of the linest state “ouses
add groatly to the tome e kove heop
time ennsecuently we erec very anxicus

il

probebly heove tvime to receive an

ent to do so. e +hinks that it
end truvct
teril 35 ot

they are nov nuthting

rom ou or 4 long

to bear from yen, we mizht

srcvided you vrite imedistely snd I hope “m. will do it. TFriseil’a

Jeins me
for jour

fAbrittain Sreke ©
"uth Dralke

From Jde TPe U_ake to father
£lorittain T.ake. Tresidential
e vill probebly be betvecen
tin Van E-ren of L. Y,

: 7

hio.

in presenting our love to =1l our relations and eccewnt
selvzs cssurance of our warrest ettachment.

'ffectionatily rour Lone
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vincennes

returnsd Irom indisnorc
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il o

nourn

ar Leach T vl sek ey

t! not recover, I v S Bl 1T - 1 o o
=5 ons mite bebber, reccvercd, -but
b= gle witk £ll my VG T

el Collins he must ha gnef. put by the
reéts 1t gdl tndovbicdl; e is Jow or eaven
e o] e relesved.

o chtefull & theiy eali¥rs

ule rilere. T o Sket
of ecuzl violexnce
gn her guari sl
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ITe .'ne Urualc 183
Geeenville, iy.
Vincennes .ov. 14thk, 1836.

1

Decr other & Viilliam

I have no doudbt you think Lirsnpge that I have not written

to you for such & length of time, but when I tell you that eerly

the month of lugust Iriscilla wes talen dengercucly ill and at
the time she tecome convelesant I wac talen with the fever and
that Ruth wars sicl tre whele swuoser end in feet zll my farmily, bothk
clerls, and Zerv.ntc were cick and nct mmtill within a fewr doys
have I been able to attend to husiness within grect fear of bringing

n a relaps, and that in the mear time (to wit, on the 1%th of
Cetoter Iriceilla was delivered of a daugz!ter you wlll not thirl it
very chrenge that I have not vritten. 1 now have the pleasure to
anounce to you that we are ezain restorcd to our ueenal hea*t“, and
we w2ll Ilmow how o appr¢c1ate it. The business of the Uffice
centinues verry leavy, the sales of the precasant yeor have amounted
to mere that 60C,C00. which reguires much of ry sttention. ILdmund
left here zbout a month since he oaly svent tro nishts with vus he
wes in telerable good sperrits and inn was as wuch so as pou could
surpose, they were nll in good health we have heard nothing from
the: since they left 1 feel very arxiocuc indeed to keor frorm them.
Aunt [ itian feld in auite low srerrits, and was rather vnharny, I
o

fesr thet she will nsver be very harpy. I Jdnund should malke a
good location I hope that you together with 3ilas, Collirs & mrself
+ill soon Jeoin him 2t his next ebode.
rom ..illis=m, last letter ocnd from what Jdmund told
that Cupid has withdrawn Lis guever and tha
erc disrenced with for the present. I hope
better, the osld addare that there is luelkr iz
veryfied, and I hepe it will be in this cas
7illZem injoy as much hayrriness as nmost of
onsequently you should

Q

ROV feel lonescme in your

sou should tske more time to visit your frie:
cppertunity to vicit my relatives T & h

not hap without your seeing me. Thil

X

sh 1 2 ﬁonuhu should
I cm on the svbjeet of
“he

visiting, let me sey to you, that ne: rring as soon &35

westher will =errit you usy look for Iriscille, Twths fl=sris end

mycelf at your guarters; Thet conmtrr-loted vleacure tiich hec been

s0 long defured connet be much lonzer procrastinated and, I now

Tfeel that the rrocractination vould have a tendanc; to imerease the

felicity do meets for I zm confident thet I never felt wore

anxicus to } “hen we do come we shall come rrevarsd to bring

other fo us exd I do hope whe will come.

el told Lely hed sowz notion of mar;ianz, tell her that I

wou rat viould not; unill I come ovcr 1rn the srrin: snd then
t

ould a i .
f the young mans master 1ill let me kawve him I vill duyr hin &




Iriscilla jooins me in love

rom J. Fa Drake to
: Diother
Cu~id withdrows culver--

to --‘i'io !‘-‘.arriﬂ" Ce
€ business.



dMirse -tth Drake 130
Greenville

Fentuclky
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betzn pecovering 63¢r novwr able to £i
the roows Suth o Jlmeris kove Irzmoved se muhed
re that you viould seoreely

cehol end v hore lonrning
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