
Janes Perry Drake, son of the Revolutionary soldier, Albrittain
"and Ruth Collins T> ake, was bom in Nash Co», K. C. in 1797. He
moved vdth his parents to Muhlenberg Co. Kentucky in 1809, where he
lived until he was about 30 years old Tvhen he located in Indiapolis,
Ind., vdiere for some years he had charge, of sale, of public lands#

At tiiiies he would have, as much as $2QP00 or $30,000, on hand.
He would take such amounts in currency from Indianapolis to Cincin
nati to deposit* Later, he came, a rather prominent lawyer in Indi
ana* He saw active service In conducting cempaigns, against the
Indians, and also. Commanded the Indiana regiment in war with liexico
in 1848.

Sectional feeling ran so high in the years preceding the out
break, of the Civil War in 1861, that Drake, being a southern-bom
man, moved with his f®iily to Huntsville, Ala. in the late 1850*8.

He died in 1876, and is buried in Huntsville, Alabana.

^eny of these, old letters were writt^ by Janes Perry Drake to
his Revolutionary-soldier father, Albrittain Drake.

He was my Great-Uncle.

Signed-

Sallie Drake ^saac

Drakesboro, Kentucl^y.



Mr* Bonj* M* Drake
Greonrille, Kentucky

Springfield 2nd, July, 1819

Dear Bejn*
I had the pleasure of Receiving your letter of the 26th Iday by

the last nail, which I was glad to Receive and also was pleased with "tiie
contents v^ioh Informed that our friend in that County ware injoying
the blesairg of health. Mathe W. Wilscn Esq. has Just oome over and I
expect to send these on by him he oould not tell me any late account of
you I have nothing interesting to write to you more than I aa still
driving on ir the old way my business ia flush ever since you left hear as
nuch and probebly more so than what it was when you were hear, ny old
friend Sanuel C. Heron who opposed r.e so stron^ in ny Election has left
his wife and taken up with the woroan that had the suit, in this court
abcut the pepper pod, and bouth of them have gene s<ne where in Kentucky,
xnc iilidow Lov© wac married shortly after you left hear to Aaron Bacon
the sheriff, and last Thursday I was at }6r* Eobbs Tieadin^ (the man who stayed
with us in Harmone) T/e are makin^^ grate preparations for Independance
and I expect will have a prety high time, I am n-. writing alone in ny
little officc where I have been living near ever since you left hear Mr*
Hinch Request that I sho-jld none to you his best Respects his family is
all well his wife has been nendin^ over since you war© over, I wish' you
to state in your next letter v-^here I shall direct letters to go to Hardy
Piirian and also to Dolphin "SVheless*

Yours wiiih Respect &ot*
Jaifies P. Drake

(Fran Jaraes P. Drake to his brother, Benjanin M. Drake. 1619* Wocan
has law suit about a pepper-pod*



: r. .'.l.ritt'-

r r' r- y - ''

^.'-jntucl'y

Per

i:r* L. E. rrinc^^-vloC-.

Dear isther - * otTcer

cpringfitlc 2nd 1C23.

Al:Gut t-o or ti-ree v;cg]-p Lince I v.rctr: to yor. ani n.-rhrn^
vcrr;,' }*'cr:-"clciilar h2.s tr^^.rsnired siiicc -'-:i still in ^co'I hec.lt?" • .-ir.
I'v.-is :"iiic;;clo£, of this Tcr-n Icavcc he^.r on to-.orrav /or your
cvintr*^ TO'is-- to cr.ll on yen for r.y horse arc ^rin;^ hi.r. cvc.-r
to "C 1 hBve yjr-t cold r/y horse end have nary one her.r. In ry
l?ct letter tc yor I thc.t I e::;.ectsd J'ohn VSr'r/-"iro'-ned
in the ^ter-nv Lcrt lerii-.eccce Lut h:.TC .^i^ce that it is a John
yir'jy cz this cts.uc I have no ncv;s crth v.vltinj Bucintcc is vcrry
'V-iTl"
"ev; Crlv^nG* ami "zv: tc s<

Tc-o'-le fro:,, this cvntry have ^^encr'^.lly ;:ot t; ' ir rt-z-T'T fro.-n

cc.r.c -^CiuC ana see vou

- rOiT. V. -• -^riihe to father

.'.Ibrittr.in -riy.hc
(r:cvol'''ti'_nar; l^^lcicr)
lJ2o

I r^. ctill the z'-.-.Q

^vjiiCF: 1. -rf 'C

X



:.T:rin[-fic].c3., la. ?rec
1 a-; 2nd J* 1'. rrc.)-e : . !'♦

ray 15 l:.2S

• r- ..Ibrittn.in Dr'-Vc

Greenville

J'.^ntuCi'.y

^TrriJ^ftrield ".ay 2nd 1G23

Dear Taiher

^our letter dr;ted 10th l.arch ce!;.t to ban- by --crtcrdavs
~ail, n&l'in,*: near tv.'o inonths it r.'iust have been on the r.ut
althou::h tlie intils-cncc ii not verry res'^nt yet I op.r: say it
afford;; .Te -uch r-leasurc to see ar.y thin^, rrrittin by your cvti han-?.,
esrccially Trhen "Tittin as all , our coCTimicaticnc to r.ie are> lor
T.'hcn I refi-cl thor. I can alr-;ost iFa\;in rr.ycelf in yo'.^r eorpany
he®rin£; you tall:. I have reed f-vo letters from uncle : ichael
Collins One of tr.eiri T.Titten in Tennesce and the the j^T-q
of :"r. I'inohel South t^o late for 3-e to have ccr.c over "b-Lj-ore Ms
der.^rture as I only rood then the 17th C^^llins B.nd he c::rected to
leave your cuntr;/ on the 20th I verry r.ueh re;];ret ti'at I I'.ia not
receive thern sooner y last letter fro- i.on'ailn vra;' v.'ritter.
threc v/caks aft"r h.e had arivin r?t his ^'icuit he T/ac then rn .-'ood
] ealth and fron tr.e general rerrort of his letter - havi.- dr"5\.n the
conclusion thrt he iz midlin v;ell rleaccn ':~t\ the o^ntry. The
fourth ' '•nday of this Month ic our tir(;uit 'Joxirt and ofter that
is over 1 e::'r oct to cot^c over ni cer. yci; 1 in ^oo'- r.calth
I "ot r--<- horse cv '"r. r'nci olcr. ^ have not:.in- ne^;, ti^'O.^ vc rry

LJ "'*/ •

dull

T};e nev.'s raperc ^:ives an account declorr-tion of .ar Bcti'.een irancc
and ain also an incertain account of r v.Tir ^0t\'.een T^rp.nce -•
"^reat nritB.in Fron the Best accounts affairs are verry Tnuch
unsettled in ..eTcico.* The '^atriotc in ; outh --rr.erica continue to
be sucoessfr.ll in all tl^eir -.^attics.

rresont ny resnccts to all the frjr.ily

I still reiTiain your affectic.-ate

Sone

J. 7. Drake

1". G. •>. C 11 is really dead.

1823

From r. Irahe

to his father

Albrittain "ra2:e
~:evcl\".ticnarv '^'oldier

3



:t. .'ilbrittain Dral-e

uMcnber;.: Co.

I'er

'i j*. oT.Ticn

Dear ratl.er other

Srrir.r-ificld lOt^ 1323.

. r. l-OT.nen t:Iio rail be tro ccc^rbT of thic j.as nnv ct^rt'-A
for that ci?ntr; iMid ic v;ei[;h:tin2 a --inuit lor me to write a fev:
loins. I an in ~ood health otA have nothi"";; else berry rerticular
to coriT'unico.tfc I shal loch for "villiarr. ^ ^drnuna ever l";ear iz^ one
v/eal: frc.-ri this time, till thcjr. to not rut it off than t^^e
£2nd Inst as then ic our Court I v.-rotc by the last - ail to Lilac and
Collins rj;it expect they have r^ot yet reed };y letters tl ey vdll inform
you all the ycrtlculars

In r^ro-ts haste I :un ev^:r your
affecti--nate scnc untill death

JarTiCs 1. L>ral:G

Pron Jair.es I'. Dra):e

to Ms father

li323.



-rrir.^^'if.lc Ina iree C. ..rake
Let. Pth

:j*. ..illiajT; Tvrahe

"reenv?11c

I'^ntuclry

M-crin-field rth Cct. 1023

Dear "..'11112.-

"iour letter of the 19tli Ulti'.no cann to hJ?nd the 2nd In':"^int
and I felt nr-self r-.uch grf^tified to rcccrnise your Terry r.uch iT;Proved
hard v.Titin. ler^rn at the r.^TiQ tir.e t" at yourrelf tc^rct.'.er v.ith
u-j rel^-t;lcns (v.it> a fev; exceptions) v.ore 5.n "he injoyr.cnt of .;ocd
iiealtj-.. But felt r.yself romeviat d:ss::cinted on Icnrninr in It that
you had declined co^ein:; over hear t?:s f^ll. 1 aTf yet undrieiriined
Tvhctl'.er cr not i chal f-;o to see you this f*^!! 1 .if^.ve reed a letter
froT". T^rother ^^ohn ".vliich infc-rnec rnc that he •.oulc. strirt to tr.pt
Cuntry the first of this F.onth ^nd I fell verry disireo-.r to cee
hin. ' On vrhich account I shal rrooably decline visit:'n,_ the lo'ver
cuntrv this v:ir-ter. I hp.ve in^oyed tolurpcle ]. ^.Ith aver :.irce -
left that cuntry thou-h the irJar.hitsnn- of -^hir oonity r.-e
at this tirio, there hec been a r-U:7ihcr of deaths rithin a r.onth
•nast. In h'-cte

Creetinj:

From Janes - . '^rake to "brother

'-.'illiarr. JvB'ke

Jaines I-. 3y.alre



Cory--onj Ind. Tree
"ec. 6 . J« r. -TEwlie Tost

Springfield

'.T» /-Ibrittain brs-l:©

Greenville

I^entucky

Dear father ^ nother

Corydon Ind. 5th --cc. 1l2Z»

V reason for nddrecsing you from this piacej is that the
l-.ail fror. hear to Greenville is nuch more direct, than frc^t ; rring-
field, I have been from hone, cince the Icth cf -^overber, and have
bccQ at this 'T'lace Icr 8 or 10 days du"' exT.ect tc Ic^-ve .'-. ar on
tcTAorrov.', for '^r.rinijfield a^ain* -y bucineco rriTicirally yra:: to
git roney chan^^ed, which I have effected on tcl.r-vble a^xvai'-ta^us
terr.G, * rtoped ceverr.l days in loi'.isvillc Ky* "here I had the
^l^amre of seain^^ (fe hearing rrcach your oald friend c: 3rot2;fer
John Johncton who is stationed at that -lace ^^or the r.roacr.nt year.
J. fev,* dp.ys rrevious to "iy leavin^. hone, reed a letter i'ror;.
; illian jnfomfn,;;; me of your ret\irn Pror: Tennessee Iv.t did not
iiifcm ne v.-hether or not fp.thcr had a^ain visited the ..labe-a, and
•v/rether he had c?eter-,'iined on novin^^ to that section of the country
or r.ot, that is a subject that I an verry ?.n>:icus to ]e':-.rn r-onet'iing
of the perticular^ oU ^.Igo on e subject cf ?rct' er John'r con-
tcririlated visit tc t'T-.t section of t^'c Cuntry, Probably in :-y last
letter to 7/0U I informed you of hrvin~ reed a letter from him;
inferring me thst he %;culd rtart rbout t/?: Ist of ^nt. nex"*., 1
have ^ot hes.r"' an'-'thin" furt" er from^ him on ":^?t cvr;-'?ctt '.ince
the "icneral DBsembly of t; if- state met at this place on the 1st
Instant an- arc slovly prcidecd".n~ on the -c^ir.lstlv-; IricircGs;
there is a -r^-te ctur h.e;:ir at rrecent ov.ein;; tc the meetin*: of the
he rriclriton. Ity hsa.lth has been ordjnari^dly ^roc^ durin., the
last fall, I have r-.caGiireably declined '?escn;'jn'. tie iRsiscirp-
."-.iver this rinter v:ith an expertaticn of coirieinp ever tc meet
Jchn there d-'irir- the -.inter. I shc.l inclos:: in '"his letter an
account cr rr.t-or a strt^mcnt ...ade by .General h. - . hvans v.ith rc;.ard
tc the mont extracriirjr.ry :'hen::nc:.y that has ever oc-ur: In-or-ern
times (and 1 thinh 1 rd;^ht even cay in ancient ti;,-cc) The

thrcu -h the -"iry •-j.rri.c is not much more s-jctrcrdi-i-^r;., thoie factc
•..h5.ch 3enl« .'vans l.as stated can be also testified by a nurr.ber of
rece-cctahrc citizens of the nei-hbourhood v.hers the '-irl is living
"fhe- ''irl is e. ^ter ^au^h-.or of L^-ld hr. Ja::ec aa-pbc.ll and f ^r-erp-ll^--
recrded in cprin^-'icld. I have seen -yself a number of the tones
T.hich v.-as tsVcn frorr. his fasc as lar^^e an a rrc^in of Indian •-;orn.
I ]-mo-v that you are v;c.ll a T.ar of ny incr-dualit:;, thcrefcrr- v.ill be
mr-ch f5stor'^ished at : L-nrinr :uch an unfeasi le ;^hen3nc..,:y ri-latec cy
me, >'"ur t^.at is a irar ••.vit] co on 3''nce; C'nd in c;^o:-'ition to cvcry-
thinl- that is

I Eesrectfuly
Your chei ^nt - one

J. . r^rahe

.'-Itrittain hral^e "uthy ^rake
(1trance Thenomona of ••'irl sv.'oatin^; olooS^ 1G23



. r

tj» r • 'T"" - • •

lir. -Albrittain Irake

jreenville

Kentuciry

Grrin:^field 3rci I.c.tch 1024

Lear .ather J: llother

I have -procrastinated r.-ritin^ you for sc-ver&l T.x&lrs.
Tartly for t'.c 7.-ar.t of sor.ethin- irterestin^ to v.Tito ancl po.rtl;-
vxitir.- to receivc -insvrer tc ry la-t Corj-iunicaticr., "but finally
?'.D.ve 'j'^terriiiiied to "v.'ate no lon^sr fcr either-—
:.--en I lar:t v,-rctc I had it in ncr.ter.plntion to coir.e over there f-i:*
:^rir.£, but have iju-i.-u -^-..-^lined ani concluded to'go dov.n tl-^ ^ivcr;
A -r* \ A

^ ^ - - - - - — — ^

I do -o dov.-n the rivnrj I shsl F-t":.rt about the 25th anstant and
shal not calculate on ctn.yiii^ verry long, jSen;"ci.T.in it strtioncd ?.t
:.b.tch6Z r.hich I rsrc-jr.e yon have ler.rnei before thic tine, "rhould
I go '"ov.T. the rivor, I v;ill in a Ctee-. boat and take no ^-rcduce Y.it'
ii.e though ycu chal her.r fror;; :r.e c.gr.in x-revivur to :.y ctr"-t:"--::
I hr^vc reed. I'vo letters frcr; Berjar.in winc" 'Jcnforciice ..'.e ir-jcyc
verrv "cr.d hev-lth better he sDy? ••^erhars thr.n v;e evor hin* I
hnve ir.-^cyed v^rry ^ince - lc.st -..Tote. I v:ant.
to ooe you verry riucl'i* -:?.nd alco c.ll of ry relationF in that section
cf the iuntr.v, v.-r:-tr to rne and let ne >.e!?.r fror. y-! r-.t Icist. I
rcr-ain as ever youc affecticr.atc but ;m crthy sone

Ji'.ries r. T;rah€

Fron: Ja'.-ss J. hra>-e to his father
—Ihrittain i-/rahe. 1C.24



Cprin-ric?.d, la.
I..ay 27ti

-".iDribtnin "^rake

^reonviir.e

Ileixtuc )':y

'Jear Father - . other

i-rec

1• Lrahe

Sr.rinr-rield 27th : ay 1^24

It har 1107-' "beon several -ontLc; ^ince I hfi the rle"'-ure
of hearin;^ f'rox ycu; cor.nicueiitly> feel ar^^iour on t^at cr"l;1t*ct. I
have ncthi?i3 verry nev;, or intcrfccti:i_, to cornHiU'-ifatcj oicer.t a coriiin-
yation of good l-ealth, Eince jriy last letter, I have juct returned
honc> frcr. an —lezicncaring corr.iiai;?!'!* of several d^^.ysj T.hich is riv
furst trip or, that Biisinecs (r.lthou-h I have been -^looted to several
offices In the state.) ihe Hectiin for Clerl' and riocoriieG of this :
Co^j.nty coi-es on, in --ug. next; and Z have several v.arrL or^or.antc; and
Gurr. violent enoL;ys; v:ho are trying "by calir.rriy rnd intrea-o.e, to
defee.t T.y Election, thons>i the prcasant arT^ecra-ce of .-ry -rcs-
nects, l'have nothin- to fear. I should 'lave visited '•eiv-a-'iin st
Tatcrris this Lr.ring had I not found it neoessarr;-, to ctay at hone for
the r'jrrose of ?e-featin^ evory ijr.pror.-er rcrort that r.i^ht he circu-
Irted a-ainst r.e.by :r.y er^oiny::, Tl-.e ns]-otors are exosssivcly had in
this section of the cuntry at this tir.e> and '^eor^le a.-e si-n Trhat
unl-ealthy. The Chlo and V.avash Tiivcrs have been e;;cesdin^ hi-rh.
This srrin.-;;, our nie?h.bours the ar-.ciits are removing to Tei.nylv-^r.is;
about ioC of the ^-ociety have already ^on? and the .-alance is
expected -.vill vo next fall. It is rerortcd that f cy have con
ditionally cold their "ossecsions ir. this County to e c;o:;.;;:any of
enrlich -anufacturers, this I rersu.-ne v;ill -ahc sori.c change in
decree in this :o-mt, , but v.hethcr for the better or the "orse
I ani not able tc zoy, I should he vsrry jrlad to see you hut thinl:
it not advineable to untill
r.ert:ectfully your affectionate

J. Drahe

to father

1524

tfte-r the -Icction— I ar. "'erry
:one.

J, hra]-?



Snrin-rield la >ree

.^uly IV:. ie24 J' '̂ 'raVe p y..

.-TG. ^'^uthc -rake

Crrce iville

ll'-ntuc]<y

Srrir--I'icld, July 7th 1324

Jear --other

""-i-'our Icittcr oi the 23rd ivlay come to h-Ti'-' the 23rd Itl lO ''no
- can truly coy the contcntc thorooT i^s-vs r.e pr-'-ulr^r pleasure, -c
v;ell becs-nre It -c.rc :^e the pleacir.^; nev.s of the herlt:: ci' r:,: relations,
as it hp.vin~ been T.Titten by a hernd v/hlci; gSTC jiic e;:iGtanoc»—thr.t
cffeeticn v.hich you inctillc^ in ny bri-ct fron ry infancy p.na
taii^'it mc to bare tc'.vardc you, never can nor nf^ver v.'ill be; forgotten
hut '̂on tMc E^jbject 1 v:ill stoi"^ and eoiri-enee conethin- thr.t il be
r.crc ir.ter'Ttin^ to you and v-hic?. you have'not a good a }mc-;led.c
of as you have of V.y" affictions for ' cu. I have i;\-;cycd tolerable
r.cfilth'this ::urimcr -.vith the escc-tion of 6 or 7 days that ^ v;as
ccnfined to r.y bead v;ith my o:.ld hind cf cie'-.csi. but ar.i in tolcr^>'lc
health at -rcccnt. I .•"•hculi have couo over t}.e lact 3rrin_, had it
not been tl'at :y.y -Icction cones en in -u^jt 7ie::t fcr UlcrL and ^ot
3. v-'rry early and -..arm opociticn ?nd it bocar.e necesc-r;, that I
should not Iccve hor^.e "fter the dection ir ever; rnd our 'Jircuit
Court vJdeh cor;os on three v;eai:r after I conterrlate to "vrLsit ou
again# --y nro&pect os sro'̂ er;c- iE ver^y flateri.i^.,* and -i. ja'^e no>^
-any fotirs;' 1 reed 2 letter:: fro:;, "enjn v.ritten in .ay last he was
in .-ood h'lP.ith, and in hiz last thought that it vjould be out of
hir DC.ver to 00.10 u"^ this cu.^jiier» -ou niintioned tliat father ^'ad
G-.a2L notion of cordn^ over hear this sumn-.er do net let hir [.'ive it
cut, and co-;e vith hiir. your :;elf if you can consictantly -.;ith interest
I :WGt close as the :-ail has arrived after T^reECcntin^ ry ..orrects
to old friends

I e.T. your affectionate sone

1C24

J. 1. D-alze to /.ir -.other

r.uth Collins "rahe

(". ife of -1 ritt^in "^^i-ahe
hCTircli^.tionary Loldier)

^ • -rahe



.r. t'.jr .~.r"]'C

'Trecnvil? r

T* rino' :.lor' ".1?.!!. lc?.vc

thi.~ letter rt J?g. ' cirs

ip-ther J; ^.other

L^rrln-.-riclJ, ic.. Cot. lo'X.

U'. ::inc?rlor i? tict; rn-li'lein- his horse to rt'^.rt to
•jrec-r.Tillc -'ho I c:*-'-•ct '-ill >•: t>:e 'h-r.'-.r'̂ r c.f thic !!e-t?r> I
hr.rc t'-rrerc-rc no --rr tire to r-rito t:-':-. irSona irov
t' C."*" 2 'i.m L?*i the inJo;,T;.--nt of .,ood !:crJ th :: I ariv horiC
da" fr.

«/
ftor ler•vin^ there; and .•C'ound jr-s' ;

•-»» affair i:ii " tclern'':

oordi tion. ::'ctMn^ ftrticulF.r hc.c 00 vUr:) i t'dbs part#
J-V-- J.

. LA O rs. Id friend V.illia::. Jri.ice - desd. "U ; died the
that Edmnd a;.:. "V:' I : rcZd .r.y
hoce cince ir^y ret^jrn for and Dacon £.nd niyself }iavc ccltr;:. Lhe
tra-^e vat!": rro'-^nh the Ls.:-.d, ITdiTi-j-nd ill rccollect the
^•rc-rositio .» rnd -.ve cold on ahca^l the z'-.r^e that -.vorT spohcr.

I hc-.YC recdj r. l&tt'. r Trc.*:. Icn^i. ?irice :i— r:t*:rn T'sitec
he v:a:: then in ^,ocd he'.It?.

r- ^

22-^'' -"j.-j't.

ror'^eot^ to c.ll

.r. I'cndryc to r"'5:r.::r.d

Z-y-.z-'. ~re.ke to Ms

Ic.t^-'^r 1: jT.other

lo24

-'Ibritt-vin Huth Collins T/rPlie

In haste

J. :. -r.-iVe

/o



?«cn,iar.in 1. .• 'Jrslre

• uhl'^nturf, Co

}-;y.

per

•..r» Interson

rovintvernoii —11th 1826

^car -cv.n.

I have Tust v.-rittcn to i-ather and ZdirAmo Pin<^ in concenuciice
oT the f:]':crtnesE of time rj.: so much conf^jEed thac ~ cT.nnot '..Tite
ar^^hin^ ^ here i7icloGe yov. a nn-.vs rr^rer T.hicl- annc-jnnc-c the ^^e^-th
of our oald rresidcntf ^efferson and Adar.c. "he cirririrtri^.ce of
thsir dyin^ "u.oi*th on i-hG <lth o- ^iily su.""ithiiir verry extraordinary*
the inhabitGnts of this rle.ce iiT.ediatel;; on rece:vir,2 the nev.-s '.eld^
a meeting and recclu-ed to ware crape on the left ann. for 30 dnyv.. The
T^apsr vill also ^;ive yoT,^ a part of :"r. Cv.-O'as 'declaration of Indi-
rendi'nce a£ he eallc it. on the 4th of July— .'hich I conceive to
"bf an outra-eous ^orhvir.ent. *..ocd T.ill be "buried in a fev:

hours '-he died cn yecterdoy at 2 oclocl: T I'

1826

I.efsrrin;^ to death of Fresidentc
Jefferson Adarrs

Sajje day.

5ror I'errv I>ra3:e to brother EonjaiTiin

1 erry

//



. uhlenbvir" Count"
O I'

Kont^icl'y

Per

Ix S, r^tterson

I.'ountve rnon -ust 1£2 C--

Dec.r r?thcr and l..oii"cr

I h?.v2 cvt r. fer; -OT.-ntc to T.ritc- a.i the bearrr hi-recf

Ir* letcr^-n ".."ill str.rt v;it''''in 20 or 40 :iiir,v.its ani 1 to •vri"'"e
2 or throe Hetterc in thPt tinic. I'ot--in^ of ir.]?ortr.r^e hac trr.r.c-ir-: d
Einoe 1 left ther" I errived hero or. ^atvireday at oi'ic o'-lcci; I 1..
f'o'jnd c.ll r.v bucincs^ tclcrc-ulc v'611 attondcC to« T }iC.ve hs.- verry

health .:he iOT.n r.n'J country :.rov.r>A is rma vhat ::icMy, the
river >r.£ ^-ot c\;ite Ic.-:—

I "it}: jnuch rer**ect your sone

iJt r • Dralie

"rssont rcc-ects to all .'r:' rclp.tio.-'E.

lC2e

Frcn: J. T. L'rr.l.e to f::.t] er Alhrittc-.ir^ I^rr"];'^
(r tTTlv.tion^xry ~oluier)



•rurc

'Jrecnvillc

yriituc}'-*

12.7

V'-.rr.cn -co. 11th. 17;£C--

Dcar . illi^'"".

3y the "-andc of ' r. Vtley I hc-A the plc?.cure of rcccivAin- ,
fror you fev. Icinc v.Tittc;! in r.othnr:: letter, and on -.r. 'tl3y
rcti*r:i ar'-v.erei: ..ot'crc and thought it -vould be more intcrestln;;^ to you
to defur p.nsv.'erin^ your for a ivhile Iniov.-in^ t^s.t yoi' vroul- I.r.ve an
o:^3i-tunity of a rcrrusial of hei-p. -.vhich y/ould to e'-uall-- s^-tirfr-ctory
p.c if it :"ic.d been v.'rlttcn to ycu, ^ince thr-t j-'"-i*iod J ] ave irrcycu
verry ;;^oc'' health

In a cry or t^"© after l-i*. -tlcv left ! ere toch a tri'" "tD
rh'.'v.":'3'r-to-..":-i ''.nd fr-r.id -.•-.ysttlf ir.tirel;- a>.le to perforif: a trip of that
distr-'.nce vithout oz"^'"'ar&rcei"-i[r r.uc]i ineonvonance. The ~rate bu?le
of biJEinesc in '.ys r- :o fr- t?"C

i;n;r.ancc ciiantity of rc.rh nold -nr chiped off for : arVet is ncv OTor*
nothing unv.^e?.! ir: nov:
-^f ry rfficc. 1 thinl is crr;.vhat incroacin^. r. "attsll has ieter-

on scttlin.3 hi-celf att-.ir: ;rl".ce, and inr;rc-v...-cntc are ^cin-;,
on ! crc. "brishlvj the T.ivcr is no*»v in a ,';ood "taje for -tea.- 2
navij:. tier, rn:"' th.cy arc -layin- nr ond :'̂ .ov;n :V-ily this Cc\:int;; ;;;r:*ern.l ]y

nov; £uffcrin~ ccricic'e^'ahly v ith
01 v.-hic-'- - i-Vi t-h'jn .r^

oinr on, all is cal:r. and c-^re-.ej the cvriness

"rcvoiTin" inf'lvanza rr bad '^-"ald

cjiite rn:^i-':r to hear fro-/. Dcllins

as he. -.va? cuitc sich vh.en ;;cv. lar,t -.-Tite. - "have j.cod a letter fror:
I-en.in dated at Judje . c^eos the 2Cth Cot. he rar: f c— i". jood hc?lt?,
thn'i;-V it is rrohable you haTc r-^cd later acccunt^-i the -..ail leaves
hero in a fev: r.lnvits vhich .f'cnrces no tc s close. -y best res'-ects
is j.crc'.it); tendered tc all ny relatives, -'-ccort •'ear Drother
for our rjclf assurance of r.;- r.ost tender rer'^i'f^--

J. r. Drahe

j'Torp. d. -'roire

to '-iG brother

1026



County

Kentucky

rer

L'r. J. -^oToien

\'t, Vernon re'.-jy 2lEt 1S27

Doar

I have only Fi"bout t'.vo r.inuits to v.rite to you *r. -Jov.Tien
who v.ill be the Ler.ror hereof ic no'.v on the ver-c; of -t^rti-n^ and
connot v-'C-it. I c^rri indebetccl to you a lon^ c^olo,*: Tor ^y
ne^rti'̂ f^nce but have not time to r. c-Ve it (thou:.:h a '.vord to ^h'- v:ise

cv.cv.zh) T in ;ood herltli. -rote to fc.thor and r.ot'-er a fev/
d?y£ a£0 frcr; '^^ndercon Ky. but vcn vlll rrobr^bly rccnlTe th2£.
bcfSre they receive theirs. Our Circuit Court corcc on nert -vv.al:
CLnd after that is over and r.y business rejjjloted J r.h'.ll vir;it ycu.

•e.ve ectabliched a little .;;rcccry an^J

i ror; V • J • to brother

••'illi:

1827

la L)r?2l;c

j.clc-r. in it, h^.vc iuct

co-:-:.icnced r^nd cannot toll v.-hat ry rros ectc are.
fror. renjui. re is v/ell and ic stationed in "..a:../in^:tcn

J. ^ . ~ra-he

♦cod a let-

iss.



C:nithf! /illc T;
l-lth rcbry

'r. A. B. Dr'^lrc

•.jrccr.ville

1

It Vorn:-n 14th . cbrv 132^

. I^ear father - nothcr

I have cnly one .-•.In^iit to •.-.ritt this 2'oct I'idcr ic ncv.
v.-a:tin^: on r.ej tJ-ic c?in2 tho cnly :-.o±l t}>nt hfic crossed t^e river .'or
t'..-c or thrse ::,onthc - v,:2 ..ell "i.d should h&v:: heo:: ever to see yr^v. •
L-efc-re :iov; if the " r.tor h"d not beer:, ."^o high, it h^is been —uoh hi~} er
that it v.r.s ever l-nov.ri to be by the caldcct Setters, I had a -reat
f^cpl of trouble- '"it?; ry oattle to save thci;L ?.nd lost 3 heD.d at !??.•"t
?11 30 or 40 cord of v.'ood, I shall cojaS over i-;:ediately after court.

1 r:

ru--! ^Tr.]:c

to father

-•J-britts.in -rc.he

J. 1". -re l:c



l-r< .-.1 britt'^-ir

- uhlenberc Coimty

I'entucl:y

Tr. i.nderson

lit. Vcrnon larch 29th 132G

;,y Je&r i-ather and ^other

r!r. Jaries -ndcrv^on v.t.c •••ill be the becrer }'erof v.'ill strrt

over on next ihursday and rrcrises to call on yon r-nd deliver this
letter* I have but little to corminicate as I cxpect to see
you' facc to facc in c. fe\,' dcyc rfter the rercrti-^r oT this letter.
I have ;*uEt reed a letter from ?.enjari.in £t?-tir.£; that he vvculd leave
ilatchez on the 25th ^nst. and if he does he --.ill be here by the
first or 2nd day of next r.onth and after his srcnding a fev; df:-ys
here we shall come ovcrj r.,11 i2 t.'oII ".'y re'iT:ects to all ny
fraends

^ours Tulj;

J, r. "rcJ^e

Fron J. Jrc;J:e

to father

-•'iLrittain "ral^e

lc2G



l^riLlair. Dralx 10/51

Grcorr^-dllc

- v •

I!y J ear fr.-'o' er ^ "othrr

Inf.i-na.- liw Crt. ir-th 1C2D

I hc.Tc nor.- recided at thin ; luce lor.z to "b^-ir. to
foiTi c. rp.ore Oefiriat*". cpinicn T:ith recoct to the ;;-ro; rict;/ cf :-y
location )iCre» It i.s ylp'cv.rc tc infcrr.i ycu r.h2.t _ ...v.tcI'.
"better •.Llen.j:cd thc:.t • 'j '•:Ost srin^Mirif* mtisi'^atioiic rci\icr't''ji-cd«
The citizcnn ol' this rlaccj thou^;:h opposci to rr.e in politieVc# have
trcc-t^d T.e "vith ur.uccr.l C/orid'.'litv and Levility they h-iive (co:itr''.ry
to t}:eir CAT£t:i7..'y r.o.c'c tv;o or t?'ires parties every v;ee>: r.nd invited
iTi'J. ^cvcrc-l cf then for rr.v ccenir:! "benneiit* ^.n' the i-ev.-r rci.perc
have -:u>.lishcd v-orry ''-a.nd'-cjric; coir.\l::.:'ientar;,- rercvrhs and -.vit.-rill hy
hv-cinecc is .v.Dro T.rof i •r.xle thr.n I h?.d antisi-'at: it i.'^ ^'-:3t chC
;..ont}: since tooh T:ocj:.csGion of" the office and I have already
rec:l 13700'^ out cf •.:hich iry o'rm or.clv.i'ontr are 17B-.;.:. J board at a
::ood tavern and have a coinfortrtl''.- offico and enjoy .ooc- health
should I havo no r-in;:ortune I '.-.'ill have not^in: to fear, lut you
v.-ill see fror; the large su]?.c of r.cney that ir confided to ny co.rc,
the rervjnr:a,.ility is verry r^reat indeed I :;cep the racncy in a lar^e
Iron Chect at the head of :.iy bod ond at ni^ht loci; rry doore and
1-eep -.veil ?-r.ved. The citizcnc= c-i thic r.l.. ce are cxcecdin Jy r crral
and reli^io"'^' there is rcarccly r. ni;:ht in the vrcal; th^t t^ere 13
not •^-•rcachin,- there arc tl".rcc churches in tov.'nj •' itj C'. lar;_;c
r.rie:.- : ethci'.ist -hurch and alr.o a .artist anc larr^e frori Iricpatarian
Churc}- and all of ther: hrve lar^c con^re£;ationG. it ..ill not he
in -Tiy "^OT/cr to cone over t'-ere '..rforr. rxr-rt ci^rj'cr* ^ I'ope you T.ill
••ATitc to me r.ore frecuently* I c!.all return tc . t. ''-Lriion aocut the
12 of hov* for the -^urroce of cettlc^in^ cuti of ny husineE?. tl:ere. I
e:>:t;cct "that hcmund v.lll ncet in':, there, I shall he f ere acc'-t three
Treats. 'i.ive ry rcrjiectc to all : y friends threr and accept ascurT-ce

•f.arr.cst attac'jf-ien*!

. rahe

r_-';thy Drake

1G29 J- h. Drahe to father ir.other
Albrittain ^ ->-uth I-rahe. -escribes

his rocepticn to Indiapolis, Ind.

y, Lra]^e
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William Drake Indianapolis Sep. 16th, 1830«
Greenville, Kentucky

Dear William

I hare a great nany things to write more than I can put on one
sheet and all of such nirer importance that I an xauoh at a loss what to
write, I got hone on the 20th of August and foimd all my business had
been conducted prety well to my satisfaction and friends generally
wellf the health of this secticn of the cuntry is tolerable good at this
tirae and this is the Season of the year that sickness is most bocked for
my own health has continued intiroly good Since my return ^vhich makes me
almost ready to conclude that I can have lay health unblemished here. It
is now one year Since I cornnenced business at this place and I have just
made an estimate of my otMnmissioi and salary it anou^-^js to upwards of
$1700. I think that I have perhaps saved cut of that Sum flOOO* I shall
start on tomorrow morning to Cincinnati to moke a Deposit I have on hand
about |20000« Soon after my return I am going to Sogans port, a torm in
the upper most Settlement en the Wabash to attend the Sale of the land
for the construction of the Canal to connect the Tjabash and LpJce Erie,
I have a notion to venture sumthing on law speculation there, the Sale
cccirencos the first monday in Oct» if I make a purchase it v/ill be on
the line of the ccsntcmplatod canal| ©nd I ^viah to visit that part of the
State at all events. The weathere here is growing quite cool already.
We wore visited by a frost a few mornings ago, the season has been rather
unfavourable for crops of com the dr'.wth seams to have prevailed in all
parts of the unicai as fair as I can hear fraa» The yesterdays eastern
mail brought us the intilagcri-ie of a late —

Frexico, King Ch^irles had to mfike his escape fVora the King dan and Lafavetto
is ncwi* Comrandar in General the Hational guard, there War chief of
Blood Shed in th 3tru(r^le considerably say about 500 6000# principal
account Kings troops, wo here ere all og at the result. IT is iJiought that
oiceing form their new govement and thoy will monarchy ——-
have nottime ———nistakes——

Ity love to father
Your truly

J. P. Drake to bro» Mlliam Droke Fevolution in France# King Charles es
capes Gen*
Lafayette, ccamnxnder. 1830
J« P. Drake expects to attend sale of lands for consta^uotion of Canal to
ccmeat Wabash and Lake Erie*



Indiana'"olis* -nt3. Ic 3/4
: cr £

r. '-IV.rittain Drr Ve

•IreeriTille

Indianc-j-oli- 2d llJSS

. - "rrc.r rather -• I.'othcr

^ suT:rose that ^.-ou c.rc nov: locld.n~ ."-'or us there f?.nd v.c are
hore in Indianarolic, "n-ot yet ctn.rted. I T.'ish 'V'" vere tficre# . '̂e
v.cnt to •^incina'E.ti in the bc^ inin;, of l€.zt i: onth r.fter v:.'ic3i "I'.c
intended to ?iavt; ctr'.rted to vicit yo" lut c"."in^ 'cc -rircilias
iniisrosition v:o v.'cre dctaLred ::o-nr tiTTiC s.t . apolis c;n our
return hcrr.o, and altho I'hc has .--.eaEuroably recovered Tie did net
thir.!' it vrould b:. prudsnt for 1cr to ctart a .'ovrncy co. cocn after
her indispociticn* ..e liav^- therefore deferred our triij there anfci.ll
n-^rit rr.onth at T.hich t,:ne v;c here- to ha-7e the leaeure of a^_ain
Ecciu" you* '-"incf Vi'e last v.'r-tc nothj-ii^ cf rr.uch _i!iportance .:ar
transr.ired, the elections in this ctate have renu?,ted in ;Teat
tri^':'."-h cf the JacJrson party. Cur "vhole celeg;ation to Ccn^ress
v;ith one exception are Jackson r.en and a decided v-ajority in the
Lc-iclature. 'it v.lll be the fi^it dack:3on Lej^i^^lature t2.at Indiana
':B.s over had, in your Gtate 1 sur-roco the cenc i- reverce::, that the
r^re: iticn have triuoDphed there, v.jiat riC.z bt-cr. i:he rcLuit in the
olher -tat-;c i Izio-.; n.t, but it is very eertai- that Jaehctm h- s
gai^iod 'iivch pcTTV.larit'/' in ..act and v.lII not be in who r..—nori' ^
in the next Con recs, the eoncecucnccc vill be that the ^-nited
Statec TJanh cannot be recliarted. Tolitieian? are bu^ininj to spee-
utate on the ne::t rresideney, it i£ n^.-v/ thouglit that -~r. --lay ""..ill
not be brou~ht Xcr..-ard avain for that office and that the race -.vill
be bet'/.'sen . artir. Van .uron of . e-. "^orh ar.d Jol^Ji - Ciane of Chio
Col. Johncon of hy. and Lsvas Cap Secretary at "'.ar are also srohen
of but 1 ar: inclin.-d to thirJ; tJ.at the latter nar.ed perrons -ill
not be run for the office#

ThiE Cection of the cuntry 11 thought to be r.ore -icVly than ug-
usual, thou;^h xre l.ave no disease cf a nf lignant charactor, e:icc-t
the ::.clare-, v;:,ich has not i.ct reached this ^lac-i, and T.-e very y.-.uch
ho'^c to CwceL'DC tntirelj, it is nov. thou^nt th^t, t"a^ ai-eas" is
subGiiiin~ ir. the e::tcrn country, your itate '̂ •as suffered r.'ore vithin
the last three .~:onthc than any part of the h'nicn 1 ho;; - it -rill not
virit vour r-oirhbourhccd. The rre~*cnt 'iSRcn ras been -ore favc.rrcble
for the far:-ierc in f; is Eecti'.r: of •'"he country t^an any •" h^ve before
v.itr.cssed, our cro r ol' '..heo-t Cati v.^are vnuiuall;: ;;ocd and "^^hc
corn ic better than - \'er car:, ?nd v;e shall '/ave an abundance of
:7ia:;t«

>'ur cale of land in this office continued about ac usn.al it
-.vill rrobebly a,.-unt to .200000 the present year T;hich v.as the
a?ncunc of the lact yr.rc ::alo. c hnve just reed a letter froT.
Beniariin he had recentl'* had an atiach ofJispep-iia out v.as then
able to rrc^ach tivice a day, and ^usan hav ju-"^ recovered of an attact
cf the Bilicuc fever, the bal^ance of hir- far.ily v.ere vroll, ;"ad
adviced hi-; to leave the -ity 'urin-j the siclJ.y ceacon cf th-? :.ear



"but he v.ill not consent bo 'lo co. l.r. thinkr that it iz his
reliriou? duty to stand ^irx to Jiis post =nd tri^rt the -'-lrLi_;hty
for hie hcr'.lth# '-"he ?r.provencnt in t}.ic tc.n is nrl very
though it i:. ster^.cy and continue: raduil the;, ore nov -rattin;; vp
one of the finect state ' ouses in the ••ectern countr;-, v.hach rill
add greatly to the tovn. .-.e have h^rrcc' nothin- :7ror. you ' c-r r. lon^
tir.e conseouently "vc r.rc very anxious to her.r frc-; you, vic -rl frt

r;rcvidcd you v/rite inediately and I hope vrill do it. !^ri3<^il'a
;'cinn ne in presenting our love to ttII our relriticns and p-ccept
for your celvsc asr-^irance of our v.T>.r":er:t e.ttaehvent.

-i'-ffectj onix'cil;,' your oone

u • re kc

Alhrittain Drake «

?.uth Drake

rron J. F» ftke to father

Al'.->ritt2.in "-^ake. I-residential
race v.-ill rrofcably l>e het-i-een
r'artiin Van T:--ron of Y,

Jokn "elanc of Ohio.
Indio.rA j'clitics

1633



Vinccr:-ic3 I. ICo/l
-)'GC» 19

"r. '--illi^-n Tral-e

lirecnTillc

I/'ritucL~-

Vinccnn?;: loc, 17t}- 1ZZ4.

C'n -•ectcr'^.";;- I return"-.: i'ro;u in-iiana-clic v.licrr I V.rJ .cc*^
for notir three v.-e^E^nd cn tMc i.iornir.- :;cv.r ] ir.c letter rf
i:}-© 3d InGts-j.t -r orrico# '.iviii; •••';• roccu^it Oj" the
r.ffliction of our dec-.r brother wilar, ric c.rflicticn ic lacct horible,
£:nd finally if he rhould not ri.r*. ivr v:c rj '̂oul:! 'carce?^ "ncv, to
"b^-.rc iti :;crcto/'ore c^^r far-il^' '"•"s "been J!'ortv.n".tej ~.'o '.avc lor •t-tc
e:-Jo;'ed t>c of ;• oeti::- :viti r-.t t:ie .I'slor.:- t^'cu-ht of a"
nin^lr treT^.c'- '':,y tLc h'̂ n'̂ cf I '^v.-fully foar thr.t, t^-:G.t
•-tate of thir-ga is atcut to pass av.'ay anc'. that herc^'.fter v;hin v.'C
r.oot, -::ft .^hall have to mourn the lore cf a I'ln- affcrtl^na^e "brcf^^.cr
or • -r^-ntj I -rill not "-;ffcr Liyrzlf to thirJ' for a -o-.'-.-r.t
t) at '.-.c vill £ict rc;ccver, I r:ill console myself - . v rsmarlc

he w'u." ens iiii'tg "totter^ I T.-ill hope that he hac reccvercdj

vor^v -rate pin an- that iz the or.
..of^er :-urt cnii'iini":- v ry cnrfcfull 6f their ho-^.Zt'":
Ic-t th?y rhoul-:- r:1^7c. I ar. rhure that other 7 oul-J net tc able
to stand a nothor attach of ecual violence. ( I "ight *:a-- cf !.:lf
the voi]e:ice)j cho ir.-jiGt "be on her ^uart all the tl:iie, untill her
health ic :;ntirc?- ror.tor'?:, "he cnxict ho t-.-o oarrfvll; 1 thiin..
I'd-vn-'errt-nti hi- con-liitv :ii.r-: -..111 not '^:-in orzosc hi..!-
zqI: -.ore chan ic :blc to JztL-nd. .Vit ":7ch'r c:::riinati-_:-. of '-.ic

to,-, brfor-;. the aijcv.:'„.cnt cf the ::rerent l^on-resc v.. ir.;. :..u2t ttV.e
[[-laoc the -Ith -.arch no:-:tj v.Tite :.-iC to v.hoinc the rorcrc v ill be cent,
r.rjd -.'here they -..ill be S'-nt* and -hcihcr the intcnti-n ir to ::r.l'o
t!.c a;;r.lication to 3or;£ross cr to the ' ar io-'rt:: •.nt zo t'-at I ,i,Zj
be abi'- to \.rite to :.ay fricrdr in •"Gn,-_rosL to assist in obtaining
th-O cloira# J thinl I -..Tote to you.'fro;.: Indiar:a};cli2 and told you

,re hce;:in;;; housoj v.'O are •leacantly ritimted have a fine
lot of ground cn the banh cf -^h- :*iver and a i.nty

for a -o-.vnt
^ • t ^

J remark

10 reccvercdj but

. -loo-. over L-.y

:luch'j'-'' ort by* the
hie - ... or oavon

be reloaved.

AT
w>..at e Txre hoc;:in

house a Ir'.i'^f lot 0
cf fill it trctz and

-}• ' Cy ^ nc. It Ic no-

ar c;:r ;/ n fir:-

li "uth Tho has

^ ^:oo'J. health,
' ^ v ^ '- C ilia —in:- :.;c

w

i'
ere

Y-^ • Tral:c

jcin^ to •-.a:-oi:-._^ onr c—n ri~z and
o?'^c^ 1 in th*? --0 are citt*"'^''"'

-•^o .riroill-'. An'"'i arc •'"-a".'"" • -"ith

:th Tho has jro"..n iijioly r.inco you C£<\: hor> " c '-av? r-11

^rahe

Iron: J. r« L-rahe to l.is brother
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GrccnvillTy.

Vincennec .'ov. 14th, 1C3G.

Dear I-oth<?r 6: V.illisjn

I have no doubt you thinl' ^trsrijre that I have not Y>rittcn
to you for cuch a length of tine, Lut v.-her I toll you th'^t errly
in the month of -'-uruct 2~riscilla v-es tDJ'cr. d^.ngeroucly ill end at
the tine she becor.e convelesaiit I v.-nc tahen v;ith the fever and
that }tuth Y.-ar Bid: the "ivlicle Eiu-i.-er and in fsnt all r-^y far.ily, both
clsr:'s, and -c;rv.nt£ T;ere cicJ: r.nd net '•'Jitlll vithin a fcr: d: yc
have I been able to attend to bu-inecs r.'itrin ~rcct fear o:" briri^^ing,
on a relaps, and that in the itiear. time (to 7:it, on the l.'th of
Of.tobsr rri:;cilla -qas delivered of a dau^'ter you "•ill not thinh it
very i-rrrrge that I have not v.Titton* I nov; have the T^leasure to

V O ^

anounce to you that "v.'e arc a^ain restor.d to our iisei-al healtl:# and
Y/e T.-ell !!:r>ov: hov: to appriciate it. The burinecs of the Office
cont'lnuoG vorry heav;/, the salec of the procacant ycrr have a^nounted
to :-crs that GOC,COCv v/hich requires much of r-y r.ttpnti-n. r.dr^imd
left >:ere about a rionth j:ince he only crc;nt tv.o ni^ht:.' '--ith us he
v,an in tolerable good cnsrritc and j.xm '.vac ar. nuch co as you could
Gurrose# they v.ere ?^.ll in good hes-lth vre have heard nothing froir;
then sinee they left I feel very arJ^:ic^;G indeed to hear fror then.
Aunt • it.";an fclc in qnitc- Iof G^-errits, and Y.-as rather vn2;a;;;ny, I
fcr=r th?t she v;ill nc-ver be very harry. If isiund rhouid malre a
o-ood location I hone that you to.^ether v:ith Dilas, Collins '• TT-.--sclf
O » •/ o

v"ill soon ^^oin hiin f^t his next abode.
Troiri ..iiria-i, last letter "nd fror. v^rat =d'-'und told ir.e I !>u;^r':^e
that Cu'Did hac -vithdraY.-n his quaver and that the servisec of : ;—icn
arc disTienced v/ith for the present. - hop'" that It :• s all .'or the
better, the o^?!:* ac'-ki^c that thert is luc}r in leacure ip frcuue:».tly
veryfied, and I it -•.•ill be in this case, I ?mo7t that you

il^larr inioy as r.uch hap-inecc as most of rricn lo, (either
/TiarrieQ or single) consequently you shculd net be tr.-o ea^er to ir.-'il'e
a change, I ^-zriov: you feel ]on?;so^-,c in your present situation but
you shoulc tal:e r':ore time to virit your frifin-is. If I had ;-our
cpnertunity to visit rty relatives I am shurc that 12 rionths Bhould
not har v.ithout your secinv ne. '..>.ilc I am on the cub.iect of
visiting, let rne scy to you, t}^at next sr-rinf: as soor; ac '-he
iveather v;ill ^crr.it ycu ^.ay lool" for J-riscilla, ".uthj .-Mia and
r.yself at your quartersj That contrn-^l^^^ted pleasure -.v" ich has been
30 lonj;; defurea cannot be nuch longer rrocrastinatod and, I nov/
feel that t}'.e -procrastination Y;ould have a ten':'ancy to ir-"crease the
feli'city v.'hen r.-e do r<cct, for I :-m r:onfident that I never felt -.r.ore
ar^ricur to rec yo''» '••hen y.-c- do come Y;e shall cone rreparrd to brin^
other } omc v:ith us :.nd I do hope she Y.'ill ^cne.

Did' >,old r.c that ..cl*,' had eo.,-c notiion of rtaryiii', tell her that I
v.'ould rather she vould not; unill I come over in the s: rin;:, and then
if the young, nans
fair rrice.

;ter v'ill let r^c I'ave hin I vill buy •"i at a

Focey is ;^o.*np to rchoold, hie principal study at present is
J-reth.tatIc I thirj. he ic Icnrninj; cuite fast, he is i.Tirrovcin^ in
every respect.
The ITecticn for Iresident as fare ss beared fro-: is in favor of

:-enl '"arrisor., ho :;.?s :ot thi? rta be •'.-ithrut :

thirlr thet van 1^.ron 'v:ill be the ^resident.
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Iriscilla jooins me in love

Jiuth Jral'c a

V.m. Drake

1036

From J. r« E'rake to

: other " brother

Clurid Y.'ithdrr.v.'c cij'.ver-

as to "..n. narria;,e.
I'ine "business.

Your Zone ^rother

J • I. Dfalre



-'^th -rail*? lC-0

GrfctiiTille

r.entuciiy

I..j Icn.r r..other

Vinceimcs "ov. 22 l?r

On the ICty. IriGtPiit at C O^lcr-'/ r, Trir^illc. ^rcr^ntc^

••j-w'" - VI'' rf.vj. r.cr.'-< hie con"?-^'?tii^T'i the. "i."!'.cr* dT ''ir 0"0'-j v.r'^
"'•-C.ir r^:: -•'•'t''', "11 oJ"' hi:'^""""re' ..•.•"tch 1''l"*-j-."-;'

v;-;-::.: rr^'c-ihilt'^o.^7rrc ^.it^^nt intj ^.ith
tl.t rir.crt c'^.zl 'rcr. I >rivo av'-r ceon. rriccilla corrtinued in ^ood
elth to th'? d'-j of hie tirth, rhs tl.on T--:ry :::icl; '.ut Ycz

ho:;!". recov-Tir^ 0T':r cinco r'.e is riov; Dulfc to rit ur D.n'i -..'C-lh 07<^r
the rooiT., r.vth .i-, --Lr.cri." / cvj i.-r.roved sc r;.'::+c}^ "ir.ce vr- ?.'ft
there thit yci t.cuIc^ -crrcel;,' ? r.cr.* 'either oC ther;* P-.Xith ic _3f.n~
to ccfeol ve hr-^-c Ic-r.rriT).- I ?in ctill inho^c t'^'^.t vil"'. ?:e£r
ut. thn fh-r'^-ctcr of Liy favo'irite nar'C -^jt""* V'o r.Da'ic rc"-n''c ^le:.o-
r.ntl" --"-r:; for thi" re "o.".:: tl'-^t I I'ssv? 'Ir": -;' :-i':ij,ir-ded c-r
:o ::c?.rt re ..:-r..o,

fc.thor Ti"'." ro r;.rr^ hv;'": o.:;\;p-11y .^o.ve I.ir t)"S n^r.^o.

?rc:. r.rittrir. om. t'".ll --oi; v.hr.t 1 tycv-.-^t of Ilissouri
! tc "ill. '..iZ': tr'Tclin- tl.rov. t'?.t

W —

•Id not detcrr.lnc - hcther or not - vculc ri".:;rjvc to
rfrtv.r:: I d: ily thi._l letter c2 itj Tn.^ trv.i.cle

•ini'-ii thrt I vil?. .:.'v-'- I have ..ritt^r. tc

••Zovc-'̂ .c" lo'"^c or" CcCC'j'T'- OT: Cit;, Tor the riirtocc o.' clorein^; a
• ontractj - ith hir;. Icr c. truct cf land aljcinin- th^^t Cit;,'.
I h"V' r. rtroii" rrci'tliction for ^"'"tclr on the Crr.^c- '.Ivcr cr.d
tl'inh thr,t c rhr:.ll localo there. I arr: v::,l? r-cr.vii;aed thr.t t}..c
Countrv ir. l^e'.lth;,' :.n' thr;t it --ill "be "bory easy Tor ir.r to l.e a
fir.r- t: ere, t'.o ci the ';ci:r.'f-ry is '?^ rt'ir.I./ a': lint. as
I ^v-rr La*' tl ou.h the- -rcfuctG are not ~coe. I'cxt v:ee3: I vill
30 to Indi'-r-E""- bli' and if I con e.in-osr of ecnie c:^" :.\y rroj-erty there

vrill C'O CQ. Iriscilla ser^dr: love. ...ay the lord srare you :aany
year:: ac a l:vin„ ii.0iv.v:r:crit (tc your family ^nd to the 7.\-rld) of
"oc'rcse i h""ility

I rj^-. your affectionato -one

- a ry

"nth Jrah.e

irorr. J. - i'a. c xe his -.other . uth Drah*^

Ic cc

I crrv loved t'*'; r-.a"e of 7-uth (his r.ether'^ nare^

Of- CO

or ]: 1 ctt

covr.
.•Uv.

X CO'

S.tj ce
'•'v

r"_ c ~ he

\ -5 c.ffectI^-"atc c. brother £.nd also of a

Z3



I-ear I'dr^und

I v.'ish you tc asscr"b:;i7i v.hat ccnditi'^n th' se nc -roer are
in "bolon^ir.^; tc the ect2.tc G-roves •»v}.ethcr )-'irz '^.rp «"11 cf a'-e
end vhere t' ey live, .-rite to ve t c rartlcul^rs qg fE.r ac vou
can accertJ-.in hov nv ne^roec nre there'/ .r.r^t arc •'•.heir a-:eG ':.nd
Y;hat are the;/ v.orth in cacht M.at are tl.e nar^ec o/' t}:v beirc
irittain r?ve tolu you that v;e vir..i ed t':e <;;rcure of your
-ear little • illiari '..e found that . unt -etry r.c,.l rlo.ritcd CaT.c. ile
over his jravc a^d r/e rlanted Tour r.oce bushes aroun:. et. The
F.crc I thin" of lsco\?ri th? better I "n vit> ct altho
the corii did not look i.oll ti.e coil die! and it arrcar:; to tj^at
et rust rrcOi5ce ond at nil events 1 t'-irJ that i can r.a^ r r.or_c: be
i'T.rrovein^; and rentir^ land an:: cccacirnally sellin-. Jt ic rc-'crtcd
t^-at a nuTiber of the :.or;:anc hcvc- been kilec hy the trccr..*: v.'-ich -^c>de
no rcsirtancc. I ho-oc for t}:e credit cf '"i:so'-ri that the re-;ort
is felse. The Ter; Yor3- clecti-rnc hcve . cne a;;;airGt the Adn. that
rill countervallanne for Qjic end Tenn. Irisci?.]?. cendc love

Yours -^ruly

J. ^. -rake



Indcfon^'Crcej o» Jul# 22. ^25
r- '..illi'"-'. .-TP-iie

Greenville

I'tntuclry

Hives County " o. July 14, ICdO

:.y "uctT :.other a: T-rother

You see tx.et J'lly is ."icre and I an rtill in . c. ^;ave not yet
r.A le ry virit to Indiana r;or -one .r.yself qpc c: the ;;rt».r.'-:-st of
cart! ly ^leacircp; vlrit^i you. It is ncvr Ticre thc.n a ycc.r cir.ce
v.-e located here and I have not been GO riler;frc:n home .^irin- the
-.vholc tiire for ne this is quite a nev. cti^tc of hov. lon^
it v.'ill continue I ^-tiot; not, out tl.inl: it vill not last lonr, for
v;e t^ i", of Gtartln^, to the Ilattc Country rn the day aj'ter
tonxrrov.' Cur rersidcnce ]'-&re has "been :>ut s rene of ':up-"once 7;:.ich
v;ould sca.:n-tc indicc-te r.ny thinh but oonfort?:, uut it lias not been
\T.c.vi'fGrtr-ul '̂» T.'e have had i^ood health a-d L-eritc the la:ter v:ill^
^ivo ccnforo any v.herc, C-ur cituaticn is one on v: ich 7:e -i^ht ^a'-e
c. livin- "'ith CvC little lahc-ur ac cny place in the ::tate but; it is
rcnote :'ror Eocicty and the country can ncv r be .encely ror-:lrted
OY:ci-,- to '.Vr ccarceity of tin^ber •or thr.t rcc-cn v:e l ave c.-e to
the conclu^iorx tl:at if re c-n": ind a country v.'ill 'lea.-s uc
bettor ".vc -.vill '?hani_.e our location ..e had a t^'O'j.ht of vas:.«in;:
hissicsippi before 7,e finally citlcdj per^.ar,£: re rnay ctil!!. ao sc.
but if v.". r.re vrill leaned '.vith rlatte ve v.-ill probably locate there.
The lands there are not yet brou-V.t into ir.arh^t, ^ird ';here is no
certainty -.hsn it v.-ill, V.ut if the country ±l llrct rate, t'.at v.-ill
note .ieter ne frcr. locating there- The idea Eur,^estc:: b% your i-eli
and b" I in.jpnin of endevourin-; to find a situation that vrould plea.-e
uc ?-'li and'vh.re all of "c r.oulr. acGer.blc ^leas^.s re ^.^ll '.r.d for
one -..il"! na?:e alroct any -^ecv.ripry sacrefice to cffc-t ;;:ir object
GO ncr.r by : art I at cne tLiie r,irr:ost conie tc the conclusicr. bo
locate on' the Chic I-'iver -.vhere d -inn ic net vary r -••-.otc fr-r. any
r.art cf the "estern Country I c-ould there v.'':it yov. in 2 or "
daye and Ben '̂n cr Corjier alnost as coon that •-•.ovld place re in a
-utc]-. .-ore cleeirablc eitu^ticn-vith rcsrcct tr- r-.y rrie!.dc, v;}.en
I co::tc:.. lace a st^.te of thin^^iu ec decirable it locj;E to ~g 3ihe a
vicjon I cannot realise it. for I pi; a]r;-.ost rca.";, tc co--cl:-ie^t: at
J ar. -ated to crend :.-y dc.yc remote £ro^: r.ll ry rei'^tive::, "'or it
nov. -icar 2 ye-.r3 sincc I have haf the •lea^uro tc Iv.Jcylr- .r.utch of
the society" of any of r:j relat ives and nov; find r.^relf r.cro rer.ote
than I have over been- I thin', by the ne:^t z^j^.er v.-e rill be
•"crr.c-ntlv located sorr-C vrherc and in a cituaticn t.iri ".iill rlcase
rnanv or all cf ny brothers The p?:s?r.ent year ha- been unuoually
bard fsf r.ll nev: cci.-.ers in thit r^rt of the iZtr.te, Ircad .•5t"ff c?-rjiot
be , i-!rcha5;ed at aiiy 7-ricc nearer than 40 or 50 .-.ilec and then v.e ;:ay
fror.-. 2; to 2^1 pe/bbl for corn, heat not to be had on any ter-s,^
Tn.g r.inter here v.ar raic to be very herd but v-^s not harder than the
v;:ntorc ab;>v.t Vincer^ec, the syrin^ 1: G'ormer hae been very fine
tf-io farj.'.ere thin)-, that corn v;iil b«? r.lenty and r-her- nozt fall.
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I hav put 20 cr 30 acrc^ in cultivation, n.z r.ost of it is v/hat v;e
celII EO'i it fjiv^c uc but little 1 ] to rer.''i't' the tr^th
of the V1.SCC rlich other cent us c.n'-l in.'r.. c c.t oo;:r;in-- r.
'̂ .nv an etcrml h:-'-inesE v.-hcn 7"? r.oct to yart r.o - ore. vo './rite-
oftc:r! V>pt r.-^- ' nov, hciv r-cthrjrs hc^Ttl- it

Euth and AL.icria t"'ll: I'rcc.icr.tly of you the;; reccllect you
Yz-ell v.'O thii:]' Lhcr? c-?.rt. Jar.er 11 lar^e of hie ir bc^rinin-
to talh. Jriscilla acccripany: i.ic to I latte we le-'"^vc the
childrozi and nc^rocc alon^ rriroill'- zi,-":. tj e viG-.-ec to ^ou
very ...utch rrie Joins ir.e ir 1-ovc tc ?.ll o\xr relatives

^our affectionate cone and brother

J. ]'♦ i.ralre

r*-uth i^rahc i: V.. I.ra!:e

I-rc~i J» !• Lrahe Jr.l;/ 17th 1S4C
y.ivcc Co. l.'o*

to crother


