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HISTORY OF CURWENT RVENTS CLUB

lrse Jo Forter Hines

Gnoo upon & time there lived in a beautiful colonial home typleal
of the old South & women who was of herself a fitting oharnoter of the
old South; geniel, charitable, hospitable, and ane who loved her meighbors.
This love was so intense that she never tired of the company of those she
most admired, and in order thet she might draw them the oloser to herself
she advooated thelr forming themselves into & soclal olube. That the vulgar
type of soeial gossip might be crushed first, last and always she plamned
that the currsnt events of the day might be discussed during the hours of
mooting., Bhe told her dream to her desrest frionds and neizhbors who ware
oager for membership and so it is to the memory of Jenania MeClure Simms
that the Current Events Club owes its birth,

The oclub has passed its sixtesnth mileotons, ten of these ymars I have
had the extreme pleagure of having my nsme upon the roll of membdrshipe

(ne membor has bsen chosen each succossive ywar to sit at the hoad of
and to presida over thia intelligent bodye According to by-léweenumbor twentye=
officors elocted must serve for entire tern bul are not eligitle for the
same office for a second termes The hour glass has more than half run its
course and 80 by some miraculous chancs I waz elacted to proside while this
elub is passing its seventeenth mileatone.

I havo not the time to dwell upon the membership of this elud, yot I
sh to throw a flash light, my own flsah 1light, upon its presidents that
have NONles—we

i

enly
Of the olub's history she might tell you much
In ninoteen fif'teen Krs. Moredi
Of her splendid dignity you can
Mrs. Love had her tyoublos, the study was Americn old and new
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HISTONY OF CUR'ENT EVENTS CLUB continuode—w«e

Nations woreo at war and Amerioa must got in wo all knew

¥rs. Denhardt our cnly shirker five months was all she served

But sho presided when a liberty bond was purchased so sore oredit she deservea
Mre, MoBlroy whe to Mrs. Denhardts unexpired term fell heir

May be small but she is mightyeeher motto is do we dare

Last you all kmow her she has stepped down but not out

Impossible to fill Mrs. Helms place but to try it is the task I am about,

¥ambors of the Current Events Club I ask your hearty cocperation. In
wnion there is strengthe 5o lot those Do unitye-unity in our work and unity
in our léve for one ancther. Ths program committee has prepared a strong
work for us this year. Lets make it & banner year. A year to live long in
the hearts of each and every one of us and whon I have pasced my eleventh
milestone may I hear from you the wordseewell done=--it is finished and
nover morde
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CURRERT EVEZRTA CLUE URGANIZED 1 JANGARY 1503
Perk ity Dsily lews WFebruary 2, 1531

Cn Janusry-1, 1502, = neizhboshood olub wes organized av
the home of Mre. Jennie ¥oClure fims, on Park streset. This
olub wes celied The Park Street Literery Cluk, the object
being "united eifort vowsrd intellectual growth,"”

The following were charter members: Jirs. Jennie HeClure
8ims, president; lirs. wettis Middleton loGshes, vice president;
Mrs. Memie Cook Smeil, sscretary; lrs. Lelia Xiller Drake,
treasurer; Mrs. Neely Wilkins Dickerscnm, rs. Belle Vick Sanll,
¥rs. Te=ple Adems Mercer, lirs. Jornnie Ksssey Clay, ira. Stella
Cox Gilbert, ¥rs, Nona Joknson 8ims, Eiss Lena doGshes, Ars.
Eattis Masoey Goodrum.

While this olub has primerily been literary, the socid
festure hes not been neglected and it has always responded o
bensvolent causes. & few monthes after the orgenizstion of the
club it was decided to change the name to Current Eventa Club.
The club motto is "Thoughts shut up went ake, and spoll 1like
bales unopened te the sum," the olub flower, the pensy, snd the
golers ere purple snd gold.

lirg. Sars Elizsbeth Duncen wss president for the saoond
year, beginning Jemusary, 1303, In 1904, kra, Hesly Wilkins
Dickerson wes olub president. During these years the clud
atudied Lurrent Topicz, subjects essigned by = comaittee, a
month in sévence. In 1905 krs. Stella Cox Giloert served ss
precident, This year the elub had its first year toock.

Beginning with 1808, with lUrs. Elizsbeth Yerbrough as
president, & changs wes made {n the club study. Tie club
took up Sherespsersan plays, gltematine with current Topics
end mazazine subjects. In 1507, with re. Johnnis lassey Clay
sz presidexnt, the clut satersd the Federetion., “The Life of
Bhakespears® and "The History of Englend," was studied, 2l-
ternsting with current evenis snd magezine subjects. In 15U
the club took up the study of "Brglish Literaturs,” "OQur Ie-
lend Possessions,” and "Ihe Consideration of the Haweiien Is-
lends es Americsan Territory"; sleso the "innexation &nd Natural
Resources of Alssks,” was studied, ending the year with the
MIsle o Pines,™ Mrs, Leslie omall wss the president. In
180¢, the olub tock "A Trip to Peris,” studied its "Lights exc
Sounds," the "Strong Men of Modern Frece,” slong with the
%11lustrious Women of the Bmpire,” and "Iapolecn as the Mm
end Soldier," es well s meny other equelly intersating sub-
geote. At the end of this year e change w=s made in the be=-
ginning of The club year. Instesd of Jenuary, thes club chose
the firat Tussday in September end his continued this cuaton
ever sines, &rs. lensfisid Kirby wes presldent of the club
iz 1905.

Yhe club hed its first Bay View courss in 1:10, ccovering
Balgium, Cerusny ead Donmark. A5 I opunsd the 1510 Year Book
the first subject thet mst my eyes wes "Soms Grect len in
Gormany," tien "Germean Nilitery Herces," and into my esrs came
the mcho of cewssteted Delghum, =ud I felt how diffsrent wottld
be our reasonses and leelicgs teday il we wers ceilad upon o
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study the same subjects, Ers. T. T, Gardusr wes president that yser.
1611 and 1612 found the ciud still 4n Cermany studying 1ts politiesl,
gsocial and hols lifs. Tahis year's work wes slternstsd with current
toping, and the last pert of theysar zpent in further study of
Belgium and Dénmark, Urs. J, C, Perkins was president, In 1912-13
we took & "Hoilidey Trip Up the Nile," gazing et the Pyramids and
Sphinx end almost lost ourselv:s in the "Buried Cities of Anecisnt
Egypts" ¥ra, &. A. ¥%ecCGinnis wes president at thet time., The year
1913-14 found the club bound for the "Never Wowsr Land® in Australis,
whera it viewsd ths Aboriginss, studied their homs 1ife, thex crossed
the Desert of Sshara into Africe. Thers they velued "The World's
Supply of Diamonds," and oonsidersd the "Past and Present of Morcecco."
Mirs, Alex Duvall was president. z

During vecetions we traveled rapidly sod 1914-15 found us in
Mexiso finding out all about their "Ancisnt Races and Ruing,” Then
on t0 South America lsarning all we cculd of tha "Geography of the
Country,” 1%s home life, smusement and industries. Our work that
yoear wes made more plessant by studying ths lives of Jamas Whitcomb
Riley, Eugene Fields, Jemes Adsxs and others. Hrs. J. We Goodrum
wes the president. In the yeer 1915-16 the club began its work in
Japen and by the first of the year we had lesrnad ths physiography
of the country, saw tke people in their homesz, discussed their
education, food, dress, mauners end even the "New Women of Japan,”
Tired of traveling abroad with foreigners we finished ths ysar with
American writsra, beginaing with the "Enickerbockers of Hew York,"
Irving, Cooper and Bryant. Then froam ths Wast we chose Brat Hort
snd Jack Londoni frem the Middlewest, YNark Twain and Booth Tarkingtod,
ans from the Scuth, Father Zyan and our own Mrs. Chenchains, . lrs. Ja
B. Eeridsth was prosident theb year.

I really think we all loved ‘cur next year's work, with Mrad
George Love &s president, very much, s8s we choss_this tize our native
land--Amsrica. Begiuning with the "Indimns in E etory and Literaturs,”
revering our own flag aad netional eirs, admiring our own ertists,
sculpters end musiocisns, helping "Clara Barton ané the Red Cross
Bocisty," end in our hsarts thenking our great inventors, Edisox:,

Bell, end Wright, or the wonders they have sccomplished. Then wa
paused to leugh over our cwn popular superatitions.

Huslo, iz wsll said, to bs the spesch of sngels, mud the yesr
1917«18, with krs. E. H, Denhardt as prosident, wes given to a
study of scme of our best cperas. '

I pass gently over the next yesr, 1818-19, with its study of
"Wemun's Pert in the World Wer, from Royalty to Fesssatry," and its
msmories of a& Blood-sosksd, broksn worlds, Hrs. We Dd MoElroy wns
president that yoar,

1819-20 was & wonderful yesr with e literary study of the Bible,
boginning with the "Hietory.of the Chosen Nstion,? =nd their mlgration
to the Land of Promise, reading enew the sweet stories of Ruth and
" Bather, wondsring ower the Hooks of the Frophsts, lowing the life of
Jesus from birth to cruciiizetion, symbathising with the aff1liotion of
Job, Then on to § . Joln's Revelstions, even considering the Fingdon
of-Cod, lMrs. T. O Help was presiden$ thet veesr.

Yodern Plotion snd History wes studied in 1820-71; with 4
rogren &5 varied s the title sounda, Ers. J. Porter Elnss wan tha
esident.

ar
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192142 found us ir our own denr Henvuoky end our hearts
throbled and ayws prew <im es we reviewed bhe prisvtions of our
piogeer msn Rl Humen whom by their o)l f-ssorilice und efidursees,
heve mede it possible for us Lo take pride in acying we £re
fentuokians. dra. F. Ho Cherry was the president thel yecr,

In 1922-23 we gtudied Asta--"Ro Lotnger the Changeless Zagh,
tut the Continent of Ceamselecs Chenge,” "Indis's New Hiationalism,"
niindu Menners, Superstitions, Religlon end Bducation," ware soms of
the subjects. We also viewsd "Jspan &s & iorld Fowey," wnd sven
tried to enter 7Si.eris," lirs, R. C. Bledgett was the prasident,
Fot setisfied with foreign countries, we chose South America for
1625-24, with Ers. J. L. HBarmen es president, end spent some Tive in
Poru, with ite people; sow ILime, the "City of Iings," then %o Bolivie,
ths Esrmit Republic; spent some time in Veneguels, the land where it
is slways sunshine, lestly going o Fanems, the "country of the grest
ditch.® Somewhat worn with sightseeing we found ourselves back in
Arerica in 1924-25. This yesr our subjects were &s big %o handls as
they were varied in charactar-- Esary Ford end his firat auto;
Yloman's Flace in Politics; Cenada's Futurs, end The &ir Servics., H¥rs.
Birdie Reed Ellis was president,

1926-26 finds us raady to travel egain, with Mrs. Je Hott Williams
as president, so back to Indis, Afriecs, Chins, Jspsn, Germany and
Ttely we went, but s we journeyed from cne country to enctuer we
had goms wenderful booke read To us,sDoOng them "The White lozXkey,"
Wpessurrection,” "The Rovsr," "So Big." We =lso had w Migkor Trip
from Cosst to Coaet," and osme home izady to study American AXT and
Ar-tists in 1826-27, That yeer we had soets, historisus, sovelists,
cnartooniste snd even movie starss ¥ra, We S. Ashoy wea the przsidents

1927-28 brought "Modern Tendencies in Liternturs.' We bagsn

Wiefore Breskrsst," "Spresding the News", of "Ths Irish Kovament,"
gnd "The Riders of the Sea," found "The Lamd of Eeart's Desire,”
while the others zew ®Ihs Six Who Pegsed Thile the Idn®ilss Boilsd,”
Lrse. Be Le Eendrick wmg the progident that ysar. The cell of pature
pads ug tele up birds wand bird 1ife in 1028-20, with lrs. Ts A DoVors
gs presidents, Audibon ard our own Kentucky Cardinel coms in for their
full ghsrs of scémirstion while we listensd to warblers, watched virds
of prey, and cug into thepast ©o find cut sbout prenisterie birda,

g < ané grieved over the disappesrance of so many of our nstive birds,

Septexzber 1§28, found our elub %A1} en Boerd® bound for "A Trip
to Burope,” with lrs. Ferter ¥, Ewing, president. Landing &t Antwalip
we visited Notre Dame, sew the wondarful carringe and Flezish Arb.

i In Hellend we watohed the Wind Mills and wigited ths Isle of Narken,
Te wandered through the castles of The Rhinelend zng were "On %o
Barlin.” We wandered for & shory tims in ths "By-ways of Switzerlend"
vefore golng on %o Roms, whers The Coliseum, The getaconts, end Tbe
Art Galleries kept us longer then we expecteds But April found us

in Parise

Yo went to Spain, sawy the besutiful gardens of the Shalkegpearian
Country, Bdinburg, Ireland, seceing Belfast, Dubliz ané Cork. By the
migale of Juns we Wero On our WAY to Amsrict.

1630-81 pives us the study of “Famous Women end Modern Fiotica,"
with Ers. Ge ¥. Williemsony presidents The following ars the present
serberss Hesdemss Bomusn Davex) ort, George M. fliiamgon Frod flogangil,
Ehillip Slover, Will Cralig, Je gort%r Einss, We Se Lshby, Re Ce Blodgets,

SC 669 | Manuscripts & Folklife archives — Library Special Collections — Western Kentucky University



vi1) Dgvenport, He H, Donhords, Alex Duwvell, B. R. Eilios, P, Y. Bwirg,
T. T. Gartnor, J. % Goodrum, J. Le Heren, S. L, Hondrick, We D.
VoElroy, £. £ Kobinnis, de E. Leredith, J. kott Willisumz end G, B
Townsende The honsry members sre Mrs. Be E. Backwith snd Mrse Le £

Tosters

3

Ths 29 gummers and winters which hsve megsurad their trased over
our club life have brought us past the bloom of sweet sixtesn fo
whare we ere no longsr meidenly younge But 2t 20 ws are not metronly
old, As the yesrs have come end gore only & few have remsined with
us nplways. Far more hsve dwolt with us swhile, end Shen heve gons
to otner climes. Bome, sles, have crossed the Greast Divide. But in
evdry case it might be said, 1 believe, thst our members have ra=
pmeined with us long emcugh for the forming of friendships sweel snd
werm. This has indeed besn one of the grogtest and most sbiding joys
of our club 1life, aaé, I en sure, 1 express the wise of every member
when I say I hope it shell alweys ba s0, for what is To De mors desired
then & friend, for--

Mihen ws have lived our lives and wandered
A1l théir bywsys through,

When we have seen sil that we shall ses
And finished il thet we shzll do.

Ynen we shall teke our backward look off
Yonder where our Jourcey ends,

Itn sure thet you shell be gled as I
Shell be glsd that we were friencs."

Signed, ¥ra. J. Ve Gocdruma
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