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Dear Mr. Forsythe,

My secretary has sent on to me your very
interesting letter which I much appreciated. You had
real good fortune in coming under the influence of
Bill Ebenstein. Apart from his remarkable width
of cultivation, he has an integrity of mind which
has always won from me immense respect. And I
think he has the gift of communicating his high
seriousness of purpose to others.

I was, of course, deeply interested in your
remarks upon that article of mine, and, with
your connections, you are more likely to be
right than I am, But I think it is worth remem-
bering that, despite all that was at stake from
the British declaration of war on September 3, 1939,
it took nothing less than the Japanese aggression
at Pearl Harbour to enable President Roosevelt
to take a united American people into that
struggle. My own visits to Russia since 1945
have convinced me that, with all their obstin
-acy and stubborn arrogance and bully,
the members of the Politbureau would not
venture to risk a full-scale war for the
next ten years. Without direct aggression
on their part, I doubt whether the American
pecple would endorse a preventive war
in a spirit of united determination. The cost




to you would not only be the need to send millions of
men to Europe during the struggle, but to police
it afterwards; and when you had announced your
victory, I think you would find that the White
House had become a minor annexe of the N. A. M.*
with the need to destroy all trade union rights.
Once the labour leaders think, not of the little
fish abroad, but the big fish overseas, I think
they would prefer peace with minor obstructions
to war with their own reduction to comatose
symbols of a dead freedom. But, of course, I
may be making a completely mistaken diagnosis

of their power to analyse their situation.

With good wishes,
Yours sincerely,

Harold J. Laski

* National Association of Manufacturers
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PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Department of Politics .. |

YJear Uspht. Forsythe:

“hank you for your letter of ~eptember 2

st the TLaskl corrsspondence which I am
enclosing, -1 shovld have writiten to you
esarlier, but we had a baby {boy) on September
2, and I am & 1ittle behind in my corres=~
pondences. . ]

It Iscrather unfortunate that Laski was
prevented: from speaking in several places
during his-recent visit to this country.

In 1946, he ~Nfote for The Labour Furty an’
official pamphlet, U D SECHEL BaTUALTONE
which is ons ol the most incisive indictments
Of Communism and Communists I know of,

you may obtd*n ¢t lﬂ this country I'rom th@
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If you ure unable to get o copy, I shall be
slad Lowvouw one., It was parti SUR
alnfl torhia to be portreved as
or L@llOW“ aveller’ part of hig pa

Uﬂéted-&tate» and of aAmericang., His 1&u%5t
axperlence here made him feel rather bitter,

and probably, ss vou rightly suggesbt. teos
bitier and vessimistic., OF course, I Telt
f-fteen years ago, ~hen I athended his
seminar in London, that he —as a littls
too pessimistic about the prospects of
democracy In Sritain :nd the United 5tates,
sl told him so at the tire. Sowever; *Om@
of my friends thin¥ that I am congenits {
end morbidly optimistie, 30 who knows whebhex
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he iz Tight or mets I often feel that his
somewhat undue pessimism with regard to
the strength of snti-democratic forces in
his own country and the USA 1s the resul? of
his passionate concern for the cause of
freedom. Also, most of Laski's experience
in this country was around 1920, when he
spent five or six years here; I have the
feeling that he not quite completely grasped
the change of public sentiment in the US
since the early and middle thirties.

Your job with the Marines sounds most
interesting, and I hope you will continue
enjoying i . L . :

Thanks for your encouraging remarks about
fian. and the Stete.” - You undoubtedly notice

a good-deal of what we did in the seminar

in 1946 at Wisd nsin went into. the book.

- 0f all the seminars I gave, that seminar

stands out in my memory as one of the mosi
impressive experiences on account of the
maturity and unusual backgrounds of the

. participants. = Teaching 1s becoming again
0y -

"normal, " and I begin to miss the veterans.

- They made teaching different for a few

FTeal'8,

With best wishes to you, and hoping that

everything goes well with you and your

- femily, Iam
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