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DETACHMEHTlSllth SERVICE UNIT
Medical Examination and Induction Board No

Armory, 6th & V/alnut Sts.,
Louisville, Kentucky.

8

SPECIAL ORDERS
December 19, 1942>

NO. 221 EXTRACT

4. Each of the following enlisted men, inducted into the Army
ot tha United States this date, is released from active
transferred to the Enlisted Reserve Corps, and will proceed to Local Board
Hot 79^ Louisville, Jefferson bo., Kentucky:

U ...

1. Lish, Hugh M. 35691238
2h Bealinear, Del 35G91239
3. Hicks, Paul J. 35691240
4. Sharp, Raymond F. 35691241

Bovjllns, ilartin R. 35691242 .
•i r Cei/ian, [-ovarth 1^- 35691243

-TT'Wm6^ai69rt-:r."35CTT2«- 37.'.Asttiey,
8. Hol?.o.ndftr, Ed-^mrd R' 35691245
5- Chisia, r.'icliael D. 35691246

10. Bonn, .leorge H- 35S91247
1_. Tandy, Charles G. 3569X248
12. Schmetier, Urban 35691249
13„ Jchnson^ Claybour!\e I. 35691250
14. Ho.rrell, Robert L 35691251
15, Bruner. Samuel 3oi>91252
13. Harbison, George R. .35691253 ,
17.; ':Jamp-jell, George E. 35691254,
18- Ferriell, Thomas C. 35691255
19. Triplet-'c, Coleman R. 35691256
20. T-Jomack, Sanford D. 35691257
21. Johnston, i^hilip C. 35691258
Z2^ Leach, Carl M. 36691259

Kapper, Leon 35691260 ,
Hilij Vmiiam C. 35691261
Patterson, Leslie 0- 35691262
Green, Calvin R. 35691263
Harrington, Thomas G. 35691264

28. Drane, Keat B. 35691265
29 Hook, Edward J. 35691266
30, pajton, Kenneth^R. 35691267 '

6o/Edmondson^ >3ugeiie J. 35691296, limited service.

Effective December 28, 1942, each of the above-named enlisted men of the
Enlisted Reserve Cor ;5 is called to active duty and will proceed from Louisville,
Kentucky, to Reception Center, Fort Benjamin Harrison.Indiana, reporting to the
Commanding Officer t lereat for duty.

The quartermasGcr will issue the necessary transportation and meal
Travel directed is necessary in the military service and is chargeable toJT3 34
p 434-02 A 0425-23. • ^

DISTRIBUTION A

23.

?4,

So.

26 V

27.

31. Hack, Oliver 0. 35691268
32. Smith, Howard 35691269
33. Carter, Cecil E. 35691270
34. Hfenneberger, Frank D. 35691271
55. Dew^ Roderick B* 35691272
36. Meridith, Hubert 35691273
37»' Aahley-i Claud 35691274
38. Grimmer, Elmer E. 35691275
39. Woosley, Lester A. 35691276
40. Rietl, Earl J. 35691277
41. Allgeier, George F.Jr. 35691278
42. McCord, Joseph M. 35691279
43. Beck, Louis B. 35691280
44. Matherly, Henry D. 35691281.
45. Clark,. Camillus L. 35691282
46. Daniel, Gerald B. 35691283
47. Lucas, Leo B. 35691284
48. Hildebrand, Herman H. 35691285
49. Heinz, Frank C.Jr. 35691286
50. Hornback, Crover 35691287
51. Martin, Clarence 0- 35691288
52. Sharp, Johnn;'e L. 35691289
53. Sanders, mlker B. 35G91290
54. Flowers, Sli>h D. 35691291
55. Viieppler, Charles H.Jr. 35691292
56. Kalley, James N.Jr. 35691293
57. Ferriell, Jolm H.-35691294
58. Sprinkle, Floyd M. 35691295
59. Gore, Eugene S. 35691312

JOE B. ORR,
Captain, Infantry,
Commanding.
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In GRATEFUL MEMORY OF

IriUatf IFirBt (EUbb fioluarb gmtti?, A.§.No. 35691269,

WHO DIED IN THE SERVICE OF HIS COUNTRY /ff

in tl|p filebttprranean Ar^a, Ortobpr 29, 1944.

he stands IN THE UNBROKEN LINE OF PATRIOTS WHO HAVE DARED TO DIE

THAT FREEDOM MIGHT LIVE, AND GROW, AND INCREASE ITS BLESSINGS.

FREEDOM LIVES, AND THROUGH IT HE LIVES-

IN A WAY THAT HUMBLES THE UNDERTAKINGS OF MOST MEN

PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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Td Urs. Uattie R. Fletcher, Frloevllle^ Ky*

Prom.Washington D. 0.

|1q Reference tc your letter of the^16 of N#v*
Only information available In this Ofrfa& is that
Your sonI Ffc* Howard Smithibecame Kissing in

-,Aotion in Italy^ Ootober 29» 1^44. \
Assure you ererthing possible being done to

^ Ascertain his whereabouts,' you will be notified
^ of' future reports as received. /

Regret, due to Military Security Regulations
his Ej£lte^LoQatlon.

V signed the Adjutant (3-eneral, J
Witisill, \ \ /I '

telegram Taken over the thiephohe bv MmP.A

1
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WAR DEPARTMENT

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

WASHINGTON 25, D. 0.

HE PURPLE HEART AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY

The Purple Heart was originally established by General George Washington
at Newburgh, 7 August 1762, during the War of the Revolution. The decoration
was revived by the War Department on 22 February 1932, the two-hundredth an
niversary of General Washington's birth, thus paying respect to his memory and
recognizing his military achievements. It is awarded to persons who, while
serving in any capacity with the Army of the United States, are wounded in ac
tion against an enemy of the United States, or who since 6 December 1941 are
killed in action, or who die as a direct result of wounds received in action.

The following is a brief description of the Purple Heart: The decoration
consists of a purple enameled heart within a bronze border on which is mounted
In relief a profile head of General Washington in military uniform. Above the
enameled heart is the shield of Washington's coat of arms between two sprays
of leaves in green enamel. On the reverse, below the shield and leaves with
out enamel, is a raised bronze heart with the inscription "For Military Merit,"
under which is engraved the name of the recipient. The medal is suspended by
a rectangular-shaped metal loop with comers rounded from a silk moire ribbon
of purple center with vhite edges.

In posthumous awaids of the Furple Heart the Commanding General, Phila
delphia Quartermaster I'epot, is directed to engrave and ship the decoration
direct to the proper next of kin. Usually fifteen days time is required after
receipt of notice of award, for the engraving, packaging, and shipping of the
decoration.

Recipients of posthumous awards of the Purple Heart may display the
decoration in any manner desired, except that decoration is not authorized to
be worn by them.

J. A. ULIO

Major General
The Adjutant General

31 January 1945.

29-23990-7611



CrOKY

ARMY SERVICE FORCES
Headquarters^ Fifth Service Command

Fort HayeSt Columbus 18, Ohio

7 February 1945•

Mrs; Mattie R. Fletcher
Priceville, KentucJcy

Dear Mrs. Fletcher;

The Adjutant General of the Array has notified me that your
8on^ Pvt. Ist-Class Howard Smithy was killed in action in the
service of our country. While I know that nothing I can say Hi
lessen your loss, I do desire to octend n^r- heartfelt sympathy to
you.

In accordance with War Department policy, detailed information
concerning your son should be sent to you direct by his
Commanding Officer or the Chaplain of his organization. You will
understand, I am sure, that battle or other conditions incident to
active service often make it impossible to know the circumstances
of a soldier's injury or death. Such information as is obtainable,
will be sent to you direct as soon as practicable by the officers
indicated above.

Please be ass^ired that when ai^y new information is received by
the Casualty Branca, Office of The Adjutant General, Washington, D.C.,
th^ will forward jarae to you immediately without any request on
your part.

I also mnt to let you know about the various benefits which a
grateful nation has established for the dependents of deceased
members of our Armed Forces. In the near future, you will receive
forma from certain government agencies which will indicate to you
what these benefits are, and who is eligible to receive them.

If you need assistance in filling out these forms, please do
not hesitate to communicate with the Army Personal Affairs Office
nearest your home, A list of these offices is inclosed. Should you
prefer, you may address your Inquiries to the Personal Affairs
Officer, Headquarters, Fifth Service Command, Fort Hayes, Columbus 18,
Ohio.

1 Inclosure,

Sincerely yours.

(Ma^or General, Us Array,
Commanding.

3<c>

AVE



February I9, 1945.

My dear Mrs. Fletcher:

Inform you that the Purple Heart ^
moualy to your son, Private S posthu-
fantry, „ho sacrificed his iSs i 1°"hls life In defense of his country.

the death^ofyou '̂̂ oved ^e y°"
the greatnesa of your lose for in appreciate
loss suffered by any of u^m ^hlfbatt^"^/" '̂
ia a lose shared by all of our country
will shortly receive reaches r which you'
with It goes my slncerest sympS to Imow that
and the victory of our cause will fin^ii ?
den of your grief. finally lighten the bur-

>frs, Mattie R. Fletcher,

Priceville^ Kentucky,

Sincerely yours^

31



ICTORY

Veterans Administration

WASHINGTON 25. D. C.

March 6, 1945

Mrs. Mattie R, Fletcher

Priceville, Kentuclcy

YOUR FILE REFERENCE}

IN REPUY REFER TOi M6AB

SMITH, Howard
XC-5,824,338

ONUS

-a

Dear Madam:

The Veterans Administration has learned with regret of the
death of the above-named veteran.

Existing laws provide for the payment of pension to the depen
dent mother or father, or both, of a veteran v/ho dies as a result of a
disease or injury incurred in service in line of duty. Dependency
may not be held to exist, however, if the mother or father, or both,
have an income sufficient to provide for their reasonable support and
maintenance, including clothing and necessary medical treatment for them
selves and members of the family under legal age, or of any age if mentally
or physically incapacitated. The fact that the mother or father or other
member of the family has been granted, under any of the laws administered
by the Veterans Administration, insurance, pension, compensation, or other
benefits will be disregarded in determining dependency.

If you desire to file a claim, the enclosed form should be care
fully filled out in accordance with the instructions printed thereon and
returned to the Veterans Administration, Washington 25, D. C. Should you
feel the need of assistance in the preparation.of your claim, you may write
to the Veterans Administration, Washington 25, D. C., or contact any Veter
ans Administration Facility.

You may be assured that upon receipt of the claim it will be
given careful consideration and you will be informed of any additional
evidence which may be required.

Ail correspondence relative to this case should be addressed
to this office, and should show the veteran's name and XC-number given
above, to permit prompt identification.

Respectfully,

Enc. Fo rm 535

" " 1099

Adjudication Form 605d

K/JJ. HINTON,
•irector.

Dependents Claims Service



fiei&r

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25. D. C.

March 10, 19A5

lira, Uatile Russle Fletcher,
PriceTllle, Kentucky,

Uadaai

YOUR FILE REFERENCE:

cromf

ONCS
»D

ffUMM

IN REPLY REFER TO: FCAD

xc- 3, Q2U, 338
S^IITH, Howard

ilk /iuii
You were named beneficiary for $ 10^000 #00®^ National Service Life Insurance issued to the

above captioned insured which is payable monthly in an amount based on your age on the date of the

insured's death. It is desired to settle this insurance as soon as possible. Your prompt submission
of the following evidence is requested:

1. Your claim In duplicate on enclosed Form 355. (Par. II need not be executed if death

occurred in active .service.)

2. Your election of mode of payment on the enclosed Form 1501. Complete information as to
mode of payment will be obtained by a careful reading of the form.

3. Certified copy of public record of birth or church record of baptism of the insured.
(Record must show names of both parents.)

4. Certified copy of public record of your birth or church record of your baptism. (Church
record must show date of birth of claimant.) (Certified copies of public or church

records must bear the signature and seal of the legal custodian of such records.)

5. Your signature on enclosed signature oar/d. Standard Form 1099.

If public or church record of your birth or baptism or the insured's birth or baptism cannot
• be furnished, the following may be submitted:

(a) An affidavit by physician or midwife in attendance at birth; or

(b) Affidavits by two persons, preferably disinterested, who should state their ages and
—»ddr©se®«,-. the nsune. cats. and.4ilace of birth of the person concerning whom the affidavit

Is made, th^ names of the parents of suoh person, and the source of their information.

If evidence to prove relationship and age requested in Pars. 3 and 4, or any of the alterna
tives in (a) and (b), is not readily available, your own statements as to relationship and age on
properly executed claim. Form 355, will be accepted tentatively sub.lect to later submission on the
further required evidence as soon as practicable, but it is to be understood that unless the
necessary supporting evidence is furnished within a reasonable period, payments may be suspended
until the receipt of such confirmatory evidence. Although Complete report of premiuin status
has not been received the forms are forwarded to avoid delay and to exoedite settle*
ment on the assumption that all oreraiums truly yours.
^ye been paid*
Form 355 (2)
Form 1501

Stand. Form 1099

Insurance Form 1500

Rev. Oct. 1944 L. McCOY,
Director of Insurance.

ik.'tn
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ARMY SERVICE FORCES

KANSAS CITY QUARTERMASTER DEPOT

ARMY EFFECTS BUREAU

eo. HARDE8TY AVENUE RTB:R:V:ijn
KANSAS CITY I, MISSOURI

292365 July 24, 1945
IN REPLY REFER TO

Urs. Uattle H. Fletcher

Pricevlllej Keatucky

Dear iirs. Fletcher:

The Army Effects Bureau has received from overseas
some personal effects of your son, Private First Class
Howard Smith.

These effects are being forwarded to you in one
package.

If, by any chance, the property has not reached you
at the expiration of thirty days frooi this date, please notify
me and tracer will be instituted.

The action of this Bureau in transmitting personal
effects does not, of itself, vest title in the recipient.
Such property is forwarded for distribution acjording to the
laws of the state of the soldier's legal residence,

I regret the circumstances prompting this letter,
and wish to express iqy sympathy in the loss of your son.

Yours very truly,

(7-^
P. L. KOOB

1st Lt,,
Officer-in-Charge
SJ Unit

MCTORT

VAR
UONSS

stwra



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

11 September 19^<^

Mrs. Mattie R. Fletcher
Pricevllle, Kentucky

Dear Mrs. Fletcher;

The War Depaj'tment is most desirous that you be fiimished infor-
nation regardlne ''he -burial location of your son, the late Private
First Class Hovard- Smith, A. S. N, 35 ^91 269,

The rocorO.s of bhie office disclose that his reinains are interred
1p tVn IT. S. ViMXtPiT'j C-•nit tcT'y PlotrGmlL"'., Italy, plot 0, row iG,
grave 1933. You lio acsiirpd that the jdoptifico.tion. ".nd Jn-I.nrnent
h»-ro boon acoompllahed vl'bh Uiid uolci'in 1tv.

This cemetery is located near Mt. Beni approximately tventy-three
railes south of Bolofjna, Italy, and is under the constant care and
Euporvialon Of United States military personnel.

The War De^oarbment has now heen authorized to comply, at Govern
ment e:^^el'lse, with the feaoilDle wishes of the next of kin recording
final interment, here or abroad, of tlie remains of your loved one. At
a later date, this office will, without any action on your part, pro
vide the next of kin with full information and solicit his detailed
-desires.

Please accept my sincere sympathy in your gi'oat loss.

Sincerely yours.

T. B. LAPJCB^

Mfjor General
The ^.uertennaeter Gonei'al
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Veterans administration
BRANCH OFFICE No. 6

52 S. STARLING STREET

Columbus 8, Ohio

January 5i 19^9

YOUR FILE REFERENCE:

REPLY REFER TO: CC7A3 H

"rs. Mattie Hucsie Fletcher
?riceville, Kentucky

DeP.r Mrs» ^letcher^

f=tre in receipt of your letter dated Jp.nuary 3» v;hich you
seek inforr.?'tion rel?^tive to ths return and final burial of yc\ir son,
Hov;s».rd.

"^he Q.uarterTi3ster G'ener^'l's Office of the ^'^ar ^eT>?»rtnent has "been
authorized "by Congress to •crovide final "burial for our war dead# '̂ he
'far department will seeV:: to deterTnlne from its records the person
authorised to decide the question of fir^l 'oiirial. A letter of inquiry
vfill then he sent with a questionnaire to "be filled out, accompanied
"by a pamphlet descri'bin^ the progrs-m. 3y filling out and returning
the a,uestionnaire to the ^si.r department the relative 'vho has the right
to make such decision may desi^^nate the place of "btorial of the deceased.
•^11 relatives vill not receive the letter of inquiry; ?.nd questionnaire
at the sane tine. It will "be sent only when the tine ap-oroaches to
return the regains, "^he return of our war dead fron cemeteries over
seas has "been planned "by the "'"'ar department to take Tjlnce in an
orderly, logical operational manner. ,

^e are this date referring your letter to the Commanding Officer,
American -raves Hegistrs.tion distribution Center, Colii-nbus G-eneral
depot, Col'jjnhus, Ohio, in order that they may give you com-olete infor
mation regarding the reburial of jmur son. "^ou may expect to hear
from their office tvithin the very near future.

Sincerely yours,
/

OLIIT 3. SMITH

Contact Officer

An ixiquiry by oxconcerning cm ex'service man or womcin should, i£ possible, give veteran's name and file numbat. whether
C, XC, K, N, ox V. If such file number is unknown, service or seriol number should be given.



COLUMBUS GENERAL DISTRIBUTION DEPOT
UNITED STATES ARMY

COLUMBUS 15. OHIO

Mrs. Mattie Russie Fletcher
Priceville, Kentucky

12 January 1949

Dear Mrs. Fletcher:

Your letter dated 5 January 1949 directed to the
Yetorana Administration Office in Columbus, Ohio was
referred to this office for proper action.

Please "be advised that The Quartermaster Creneral's
Office, (Memorial Division, Repatriation Records Branch,
Washington 25, D.C.) has informed this office that the
necessary papers for the return of your beloved son, the
late PFC Howard Smith, will be mailed to you as quickly
as possible.

you,

son.

Trusting that this information is of service to
I extend ray deepest sympathy in the loss of your

Sincerely yours.

n AL3SRT bardh:n
Lt Colonel, QlJiC
Chief, AGR Division

4^/
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PRlCEViaE KY=

"F'INAL IMTERMEMTS ARE NOW BEING MADE IN PERMANENT UNI. • ^
STATES MILITARY CEMETERfES OVERSEAS!? THE REMAINS OF YOUR LATE

SON PRIVATE FIRST CLASS HOWARD SMITH 55691269 ARE BEING HELD

IN ABOVE GROUND STORAGE PENDTNG DfSPOSlTlON INSTRUCTIONS FROM

YOUy IN ORDER THAT WE MAY COMPLY WITH YOUR WISHES COMMA ^

URGENT YOU ADVISE THIS OFFICE WITHIN FIFTEEN DAYS BY COLLECT

^TELEGRAM IF YOU DESIRE PERMANENT OVERSEAS BURIAL OR RETURN OF
REMAINS TO UNtTED STATES FOR BURIAL IN A NATIONAL OR PRIVATE

CEMETERYy IF NATION_AL CEMETERY COMMA ADVISE NAMEf? IF "RIVATE

CEMETERY COivJMA FURNISH NAME AND ADDRESS OF FUNERAL DIRECT^ U
TO RECEIVE REMAINS ON ARRIVAL FROM OVERSEAS^ ADDRESS REPLY TO

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL COMMA WASHINGTON COMmO^OMMA
ATTENTION CAPT VOGC END= .

•UEPOG 56c/V0GL MEMORIAL DIVISION 0QP,1G WAASHfNGtON DC 091945z
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
• SUPPLY SERVICE

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

NOTICE OF INFORMATION RELATIVE TO ISSUANCE OF FLAGS
TO NEAREST RELATIVES OF PERSONS WHO DIE OUTSIDE THE
CONTINENTAL T.TUfflTS CF.THE UNITED STATES WHILE IN THE

-MILITARY OR NAVAL FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES.

The Veterans Administration is authorized ,to issue a flag to
the nearest relative of a person who dies in the military or naval
service mitg-irlp tha continental "limits of the United States in the event
the Army or Navy has not issued a flag. "Nearest relative" is defined
as follows, with preference to .entitlement in the order named:

fa) Widow or widower. .

- (b) Children, according to age, the sons-having preference
over the-daughters.

(c). Father, including adopted, step, andifoster father.

•(d) .Mother, including"adopted, step, and foster mother.

(e)' Brothers or sisters, including brothers or sisters of
the half blood. . - ^

• (fy- Uncles or aunts.

(g) Nephews or nieces.

For information as to how and where a flag may be procured,
write to, or contact personally, the nearest Regional Office of the Vet
erans Administration in the state in which you reside. A complete list
of Veterans Administration Regional Offices is shown on the other side
of this notice.

SEE OTHER SIDE)

^7'/



ALABAMA

ARIZONA

ARKANSAS

CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA

COLORADO

CONNECTICUT

DELAWARE

DIST. OF COL. -

FLORIDA

GEORGIA

IDAHO

ILLINOIS

INDIANA

IOWA

KANSAS

KENTUCKY

LOUISIANA .

MAINE —

MYLAND

MASSACHUSETTS -

MICHIGAN

MINNESOTA

MISSISSIPPI

MISSOURI

MISSOURI

Montgomery 10, Ala.
Tucson, Ariz.

Little Rock. Ark.

Los Angeles 25. Calif.
San Francisco 21, Calif.

Denver 2, Ccio.

Newington 2. Conn.
New Custom House

Philadelphia 6, Pa.

300 Indiana Avenue, N. W
Washington 25, D. C.

Bay Pines, Fla.
Atlanta, Ga.

Bcise, Idaho

Hines, 111.
Indianapolis 44, Ind.

Des Moines 10, Iowa

Wichita 2. Kansas

Lexington. Ky.
New Orleans 12, La.

Togus, Me.
1315 St. Paul Street

Baltimore 2, Md.

Post Office Building
Boston 9, Mass.

Dearborn, Mich.

Minneapolis 6, Minn.
Jackson 107. Miss.

Kansas City 6, Mo.
707 Market Street

St. Louis 1, Mo.

MONTANA

NEBRASKA

NEVADA

NEW HAMPSHIRE

NEW JERSEY

NEW MEXICO

NEW YORK

NEW YORK

NORTH CAROLINA

NORTH DAKOTA

OHIO

OHIO

OKLAHOMA

OREGON

PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA

RHODE ISLAND

SOUTH CAROLINA

SOUTH DAKOTA

TENNESSEE

TEXAS

UTAH

VERMONT

VIRGINIA

WASHINGTON

WEST VIRGINIA

WISCONSIN

WYOMING

- Fort Harrison, Mont.

- Lincoln 1. Nebr.

- Reno, Nev.

- Manchester, N. H.
- Lyons, N. J.
- Albuquerque, N. M.
- Batavia, N. Y.

- 215 West 24th Street
New York 11, N. Y.

- Fayetteville, N. C.
- Fargo, N. D.
- Brecksville, Ohio

- Dayton, Ohio
- Muskogee, Okla.
- Portland 7, Ore.

- New Custom House

Philadelphia 6, Pa.
- Pittsburgh £2, Fa.
- Providence 2, R. I.

- Columbia, S. C.

- Sicux Falls,

- Murfreesboro

- Waco, Tex.

- Salt Lake City 3, Utah
- White River Junction, Vt

- Roanoke 17, Va.

- Seattle 4, Wash.

- Huntington 1, W. Va.
- Wood, Wis.

- Cheyenne, Wyo.

S. D.

, Tenn.



INFORMATION FOR NEXT OF KIN OF 'TORLD WAR II DECEASED*

Toil have j^ist been advised by telegram from Distribution Center
#1 that the remains of your loved one is enroute to the United States*
The pxirpose of this letter is to explain to you what will happen be
tween the time you received the telegram and the time the remains will
be delivered. This should help you in making your plans for burial
arrangements.

The telegram that you received was dispatched several days before
the arrival of the jnortuary ship at the New loric Port of Embarkation.
As soon as the mortuary ship arrives in the tJnited States, individual
remains are debarked from the vessel and carefully checked against the
passenger list deceased. The cdsketed remains together with the outer
protective cases are then moved in special mortuary railroad cars under
military guard to the distribution center, which will eventually deliver
remains to the final destination.

The honored American dead being rettjmed to the next of kin in
Metropolitan New York, northern New Jersey, New Bigland States and nor
thern Pennsylvania are moved through Distribution Center which is a
Quartermastar installation located in the New York Port of Embarkation.
This Distribution Center will, tpon receiving remains for delivery to
its area, make up a delivery schedule that will be accomplished over a
period of several weeks after remains have arrived at the U. S. Port of
Entry. This schedule will take into consideration the availability of
appropriate escorts, transportation facilities and the operational work
load of the Distribution Center itself.

Delivery of the war dead is accomplished essentially in the order
in which the remains jre debarked from each vessel and are delivered to
the custody of the Distribution Center. There is no priority establish
ed because of rank or alphabetical order. Delivery of the remains from
each vessel is completed before a delivery schedule is made for remains
arriving on a subsequent ship. A period of from one to six weeks will
elapse before the remains of your loved one will be delivered. This
period is necessary to permit a careful inspection of the casket and its
outer protective case, to determine transportation routing and to select
proper military escort to deliver the remains to the place designated by
the next of kin.

The remains are escorted home individually by a service man who is
of equal or higher rank, of the same branch of service, of the sans race
and sex as the deceased.

You have already received one telegram giving advance notification

- 1 -



ot the arrival of the rdmains in the United States. It wa^ stated in
this initial notification that a second telegram will be dispatched
three to four days prior to the time the escort will leave the Distri
bution Center with the remains.

In case the bxirial is in a national cemeteryj the family will be
notified by the Superintendent of the cemetery. Ttiis notification will
give the date and time of the biu-ial service. Ton will receive this
notification in sxicfficient time to mAke arrangements to attend. The
time will visually be from three to five days. The expense of attending
the ceremony at the national cemetery must be borne by the next of kin.
Chaplflins of the three major faiths are in attendance at the national
cemetery and will conduct proper religious service. The next of kin may
select a clergyman of their own choice if they so desire. Military hon
ors are always provided by the U. S. Government at the national cemeter
ies.

In case of burial in a ^ivate cemetery, the funeral director or
other consignee will be notified by telegram three to five days prior
to delivery and he in turn is requested to notify next of kin iiamed-
iately so you will have adequate time to make funeral arrangements.

The casket used in the repatriation of World War II dead is made
of 16 gage seamless steel, hemetically sealed. The entire interior
is quilted silk lined^ consisting of upholstery^ mattress and pillow..
The casket is Inclosed in an outer protective plywood metal-lined ship
ping case^ which is suitable for use as a burial vault and is used for
this purpose in all national cemeteries. Upcm delivery of the remains^
the shipping case becomes the property of the next of kin.

Tiransportation of the remains from this Distribution Center to the
point designated by you will be at government ejcpense. If biirial is to
be in a private cemetery, a government allowance of not to exceed 175.00
is authorized to cover actual burial expenses incurred by the next of
kin. Expenses in excess of this amount must be borne by the next of kin
or other individual inciaring siich expenses. The necessary pa.^ers for
applying for Government allowance, in the case of private burials, will
be furnished by the escort at the time the remains are delivered. No
interment allowance is authorized in the case where burial is accoo^lish-
ed in a national cemetery. All expenses are assumed by the U. S- Govern
ment when burial is consummated in a national cemetery.

Please feel free to call upon this Distribution Center if you think
we can be of assistance to you. Letters should be addressed to the Com
manding Officer, Distribution Center Number 1, New Tork Port of Embarka
tion, Brooklyn, New Tork.

- 2 -



- ear. 0 God, our prayer for tKis
American Hghting-man who

•proudly wears the uniform of
^. his countrij and bravely faces her

^oes on the land, on the sea and in the ait

He u>as not born a warrior. His ways were
the ways ofPeace. He loved his home and
his family and had no wish to leave them,
but the time came when he had to do
it to help keep Americo a nation of
happy homes and a land of free people

Help him. 0 God, to be a man and to do his
job well, but keep him at heart the fine,
clean, true boy hismother was so proud of
l^alk with him for her where her own feet
cannot go; shield him from danger by Thy
might, as she would gladly do ipith her o«m life.

Be with him. God. Stand by him. Help him.
He's a good boy. in a bad business. Please
see him sa/ely through and when Victory is
won. bring him back home to those who love him.

VAUfV OATHtRm

m
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AMOcialed Presf WIrepholo.

HEROES' RETURN is symbolized in this picture showing caskets containing bodies of
World War II dead being conveyed from the funeral ship Honda Knot alongside funeral
train in Oakland, Cal., for movement to their final resting places. The ship arrived Friday
with 3,028 bodies from the Pacific war theater.



Military Funeral To
Be Held For Pfc Smith
Sunday at (ave Hill

Military funeral services will be
held for Pfc. Howard Smith, Sun-
tay afternoon at 2t00 o'clock by
Tiembers of the Buckner Post 101,
. American Legion and Hart Mem
orial Post 591^ V. F. W. at^ave
Hill Church. Biltlal will bfc in
Smith Cemetery. Cave Hill Church
and the ^eemeteiT' located'a
few miles west of Priceville.

After services 5\t the church,-a
full military funeral will be held
at the grave. Members of both
organizations should attend to
pay their respect to a departed
comrade.
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Edward R. Martin. Pert Chaplain at the
from the MeJiterranean Theater ofOperatTd" The hJl^ <^ead brought back
transport Lawrence Vfctoi^. ' ^oo'es were brought here today on the Army

World-Teteurflm PhotobyRavenna.
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Overseas nearly three years,
. • an Infantry regiment of the "Red

•ih Division in Italy has piledup more hours in actual combat
*•'0 than many American divisions

A have time overseas. These vet-
-rrans first blazed their guns at
a coc<y enemy in the mounlain
ranges of Tunisia and defeated
the Krauts in the famous battle

si for H 11 609. Backed from Tunisia
s. to the Arno, the defeat-written
iS faces qf retreating German troops '
a are sfill haunted by the Red

V. Bulh who have gored the enemy
e ^t Cassino, Anzio, and In crush-
y ing drives above Rome. With a
. record of having taken every ob-
- jective assigned to it, this regi

me ment has become one of the most
1 decorated units in the Mediter-

ranean Theater. Louisville men 1
o mcluded in the group are: PFCS n
. ROBERT M. MADDOX. 2627 1

Payne, rifleman; -'HOWARD
SMITH, 1786 Wilson, ammuni-' i
tion carrier; URBAN L. SCHMET- /_ ZER, 37, 3207 River Park Dr

s. I'B'^unition carrier; THOMAS e!
•• Hubel. basic, andPVT CHESTER E. HERDT. .IR
» 939 Shelby Pkwy., riflemr

„ , . • * «
En.invin7 a Iwn-

S3



couRi;

will bnng back 4.841 U. S. war dead in the &st r»™^ t ''
movement from Italy. -» repatriation

Quakers
^ Driinr

^qrgent^
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VOL. 186. NO. 103 Associated Press and ^irephoto LOUISVILLE, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, ]

HOME IS THE HUNTER.... As the Honda Knot, carrying the bodies of
Amencan World War « dead, lay in San Francisco Bay'̂ ^Cinds gat^! ,j-' • .AtiocUUd Pr«M Wlr-' ^

ered on the shore to render homage. Secretaryof the Navy John "L.' ^
is speaking from the covered speakers' stand. Story on Page J
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Howard Smith was born on June 24, 1922. He joined the Army when he was
18 and was killed in 1944 at the age of 22. He was blown up in a barn
in Italy. Initially he was buried in Italy but later his body was
interred at Cave Hill Church cemetery near Priceville, Kentucky, in
Hart County.

His mother was Mattie Russie Fletcher. Winford Fletcher was Howard's
brother. Howard was Kim Bowles' great uncle. Carleslie Logsdon was
Kim's grandmother.
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