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gome reflections and thoughis comnected with the lalors of
paptist ministers in Warren and adjoining counties in Kentucky, in
comection with the organization of & Beptist Church in the 4own of
Bowling Creen (now known as lein Street Church) together with the nemes
of ssveral Baptist ministers, whose visits were occasionally hers.
««To wit, Elder Williem Warder f}om Glasgow, end Isasc Hodglns (fron
what 18 known now as Larue County) were in the.habit of waking vieits
together, at least annually, having their eppointments ahead, from,
from the counties of Green, Barren, Tarren, Logén, and Todd, at the
several county~towns end intermedisate pointa‘. The time rumning back
(as the writer recollects) to 1818, 7Ths organization of the Bowling
Green Church wae consumated in the yoar 1818 with the reliowing brathren
end sisters, to wit, Danisl Smith end wife, James Owens end wife, (son=
in-}aw and wife), Tho.ae Mcleal, Mother, sistor, and Brafhren Moody,
Grub, mnd wife, John ¥oormen and wife, John Thompson and wife, Burge
and wive, 0ld Bro, Keel (& suporannuvated minister) mnd wife and (scme
others not recollected),~-when PBro. Vime Warder was ochosen pastor (for
monthly premching), who continusd to serve the church until August, 3
1836, wien he was called by death, from his earthly labors. Ne
Brother was mora‘belovad than Bro. Wm. Warder, As pastor ho was
beloved, for efficlency he was not'surpaaaad. at & Gospel préacher
he was in the first rank; 86 & good man, unaqualxkd.

Connected with the visits of Brethren Viarder and Hodgins during
the years, 1618 and 19 Cod was with them and blsssed their labors.
As the result, large ingatherings wore received inte the churches
in Warren, Logan, and Todd countiegw~---0f the frult gathered the
wrlter will Ve pnrdonad for mentioning the nere of Flder Philip S.
Fall who was and 8 (for he is still living) e native of Fngland, =
young man of extraor&inaéy ecoomplislments s to educatlon end scholare
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This young man gome 20 years old, professed to be converted and
~ wag baptized in 1618 or 1% by Flder lsuec Hodgins, énd vory soon COme
wonced preaching (nnd was called the boy preacher)s The writer recol-
lects to have heard him preach several times in the yoar 1820 in Bowling
Greens His Jouthful eppearance (21 yeara 014), his ability to presch
wae attracting large crowds to hear him, Some years ai‘tarmrds. Eldar
P. S» Fall conneoted his membership with the ocurrent reformetion, wlth
Alexandey Campbell as & 19&&9!‘;---»

Among the laborers with Brethren Tarder and Hodgine, were Llder
John 8. Pileon, Tm, Warfield, Fusben Toss and othars. - Continuous
inpatherings from 1818, were rezular, not 4n giaat nunbers, ‘But | _
many valuabls members thet wore from the femilies of smith, ﬁeal,, Burch,
Burge, Johnson, Beker, Venmeter, laxoys, S,ockton, Neeves, Jeckson ”
{on Gagper Kiver) and others. In the year iézl 'a.rprominén{: member
Bros, James Uvens died of what was ‘oalléd conjestive fever, but in
eny of the cities of the South, wbuld have boen promounced yellow
fover., Several other cltirens died of the mems discase,

Flder Jeremish’ Vardeman well known in Kentucky ss a Revivalist,
made several trips through Southern Kent:ueky of 1ike eharaetﬁr as
those of Warder end Hodgins, In the year 1820 when Elder Vardeman wus
expected, there being no house of worbhip {the weathsr bolng wam),
a bugh arbor was made on what is known af the Tom Barnett lot where
the people by hundreds, asssmbled to hear the Great Revivalist,
Verdeman {groat in more wnys than one, whose staturs and weight was
276 to 300 pourids)s During one ‘of his visits, he bepbtized the wife
of Dre Re Be Syockbon, and while the name of Stockton is being mentioned
the writer is reminded of & meoting held by "bhe Bapﬂst Church in the
Court House in 1820, when he (the writar') .dccompanieﬁ his Mother to

churche =-After sermon by the Pastoy when an spportunity was afforded
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for eny person desiring to confer with the church to do sos Vhen

to the estonishment of all, Drs Re B. Stockton (who the writer pre-

gumos was 40 or 46 years of age) came forward and addressed the
Voderator and Eretheen as follows, --That he m§ beptized at the
age of 13 or 14 yoars old (his vensratle father being e Baptist
minister)s The Doctor then steted, that hie opinion of the admine
istration of baptiem was mlone to and for the Believer, that his opinion
then was that he was not & bellever when bapticed i)ut now wae & believer,
Therefore, he desired 'bap‘l::iém by the pastor with the consent of the
- churechs The question baing taken, 1t was unanimously deoided to
comply with the requests And was done by the pastor on the ﬁext
dny, beihg the Lords days (The writer witnessing the admihistera‘tien'
of the ordinenca.) Thie was to the writer wimistakable evidence of
the "Faith in bellievers baptism," In the winter of 1825-‘50,: wabk &
notable occasion of revival intorest, when the truth preached by
Bretheen Warder, wilson; and t’:ar'fiaid, mﬁ wondefrully blesesed, dure
| ing which time Brethren John Atkinson and wife, James Waxey (known
favorably ag Uncle Joff) and many others received by baptism. "The
rovigel in£9r83t extended to the méthadiat Churoh® with the labor
of tha lpreaiding Flder Jonethen Etemper, with the stétlon@d ‘preacher
- from Ruseel¥ille. HNow Bishop Ca‘éemugh, when the revival interest
- had paﬁnéd, & sormon on the Bapbismal guestion (as is often the
case) was preached by Rﬁv. Mr. Cavensugh. His friends were very
much elated with the power of their pastor (end he wae e.n& is yet
a fine pulpit orator}s The impression of his friends wae “"I‘hat his
ssrmon could not successfully be replied to.
On the next Lords dey was the meeting of the Baptist church,

when the pastor was in attendmnce, Dre. Werfield also bLeing present




--pn appeal was made to the pastor, that pBros terfleld must reply to

the sermon of Mre Cavenaughe HNot until 10 oclk pems on Saturday night

waS pormission granted by-the pastor. - Whatever preparation vas neoded -

had then to be mades On the next day the court houve being filled
to its utmost capacity, the pastor and spesker weré prosent., It‘
will be rememborsd that several inqﬁlduals wore present, prepared to
teke notes of tha references end quotaetions made, when the spoaker
| aroses He said thet he would wait on those pentlemen who wished to
take notes and whicﬁ promise he mdhered to striotly. Bro. Warfield
seemed to be perfoctly at home so far s mooting the argument of the
distinguished gentlensn vms ooncemed.l The result with the masses
was that Mr. Cevanaugh WaE gecond best 4n the controversys |

To say the loast, quiet was restored for more than 20 yoars when
s general disoussion pervaded the community, more or less for several
yorrss

In the year 1833 a revival interest sprang up in this town

" more solid and permanent, then at any period in the last eixty

(60)yssrse The result being quite en Ingathering into the Baptist
. Church, ﬁ.s well as other churches of the town., Of *Bhe ingatherings
of this meeting in 1833 the writer is the only malls memver, now
11-ing and yet a..mem‘bsr of and Sister Bripge membership (now dead)
but was the oldest Baétist st to sge end membership at her deﬁth
that there was in the church, It will be remembered that the
additions of 182030, the most prominent of which wers Rrethren
Maxoy and Aykincons To epsak or write of them and their usefulness
end erfiniéﬁuy requires more capaoity than the writer has-. The
greatest calamity tha.‘t seemsd to threaten thls church was in store,

when in March 1834 the families of Brethren James laxcy, 6 in
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number, Bros Atkinson, E in number, Bro. Foley Vaughan and wife,
end Pro. Talton and wife (in all 11 members), it wé.a to the writer like
gundsring't};e, churches best hopess It will be ramem‘éaréd'that nost
of those that remsined (the writer means male membors) lived in the
countéry« Ther; wore quite & number s%ill in town but wors of late
sdditions, therefors, not eﬂ‘icleﬁt. 'h@nsé the struggle,  During &
part of the-ye‘i%;:s 1835 end 6 in less f.han 12 monthe of those two
years; so fer as death can seem to prosent & celemity to the cause .
‘of our Ziom, Drethren Walter Wmlder, John S. Wilson, William Varder,
end Willlaw Warfield, fouf of our esqual, if not first preachers in
‘the state, wers ocut dowmn by death and taken from the ranks of our
under shepherdss In e short "biﬁﬁ Elder giles Noel of Lexington,
Eentucky, died during the eansion‘of the Baptist sﬁate Conve:tion in
his own oity in'1835

Elder Tms Varder (our beloved pastor) dled in August 1836. In
Kovombér 1855'5@1?01‘9 'the'patur’s death, Rovs Thouae Js Fisher held
% m?eefing of considerable intersst, as a pulpit orator he wms unequuled-
The attraction of the multi.tu&e' waE goneral, other denominations were
in at*céndanée, espscially the ﬁetho;ziists, who ‘gaﬁiered .quit«e & number
of the ;:zonverﬁs‘s (LeLe Cooke, being one of thamh In November, - |
1656, Flder J. s Pendleton having been invited to visit us (with a
view of & oall) preached on Saturday, church meeting day, when sn
-adjoﬁrnn‘m_xt to 5 0olk peme Quite & nusber of the meubers present,
Brother Dgniel Smith (the eldest male member of the church) wes called
to ths ch&ir as Eodbra‘tor. who opened by prayer, after which he stated
the object of the meeting was to call & pastors There wore several
aged members present, Brethren Emith, Blakey, snd others. BSillence

soened to prevell for a t.'uim, when & young member rose and reed a
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reaclution, .'th‘ea purport of whleh was, thet Brother J. M. Fendlston

bs called as permanent pastor to this church, at a,aalary of

£200,00 por apnum. A damper sesmed to prevall, the awount being boyond ...
the reach of the church, s stated by the moderators Ab length the
questlion was teken by rieing. Then the pledso of the Brethren and
sisters was equal to the task, e committese wus aprointed to present

|  the desires of the church o Lros Pondleton who very soon ecospted,

end entered wpon the duties of pastor on the first dey of Janvery, '185?,.
and lébored_i‘aithfully and rerlously, with this church 20 yoars, (except
e part of the year 1851 while at Fusselville)s In November, 1851,

he wes agéin ealled to thé cere &8 psstor and remained to the first

day of January, 1857.‘ when he located at imrfresboroe, Tennessess Dure
ing the stay of Dro, Fendleton with the Bowling Green Church, thore

wee several very 1nter¢ating meetings which the writer will meke some
allusion tos To wit; in the month of March end April, 1840, Flder

John L; Burrows and Alford -Taylor, cams o He CGreen (stopped at the
home of the writer) and Bro. Burrows did all the presching, mnd RBro,
Teylor with the pastor ;iid the mixing, visiting and inktruction.

Bro. Burrows lebors in the pulpit was owned and blessed oi‘ God.

The resﬁi‘b boing 'on,_tha second week at the closs, 26 were mdded by
Baptiem, on the 5rd Lords day 26 more were recsived by baptisme

Many others professed eonverjnian. Thi§ was & meeting never to be fore
gotten by the membsrs. -Of thoss who wers of the fruits of ;bhis
meeting, 6!‘ B2 baptisme, there are only iwo mele membere in the church
now, te wit, Brethren A D. Webb and I. L. Hillican. "In the year 1843,
8 ‘maa‘bing was held by the pastor, sssisted by Brother Hoses Akin

whose lebors were blessed, eipght or ten valuable edditions were added,

Dre We De Holm, Miss Lucy ri‘hornton and others were of the number,




gn 1644 or.B Liove Ty Js Fisher agoin visited this churche & roal

and pulpld crathygwéro blosped and many additions Qere'raceivad-

geveral of the writarnlahildren of the numiers,

Thore ﬁna & meéting held with thie church in February or rarch,

1851 (aftor the raaignaﬁibn of Flder J. Y, Pendleton)s The proachers

in attendsnos were Se L Hblm of Kentucky and Reve. John W Bowen of
- Srdth County, Tennessees FElder Helm by virbue of industry and maneges

ment was first in attendance and preached two or three timas bafore

Revs Hre Dowen arrived, (the writer was absent in thé country) and
stoPped‘nt the writers house whére ho wes talken care of's Dros Bowen

wng accompenisd to the reeting house, when he wés‘invitod to preach’

the firsﬁ~night aftor gotting here, which he did-with‘ap mﬁch.plﬁgsurp | :aid
to the firende that he wes invited to preach the second night;;whioh
he 4id with like satisfactions - (In ths meantime ‘the. writer was at
homs) and was gratified thet hi& Tormessse friend wag 80 accoptable.
The mﬁeting wout on, Elder Holn leaﬁing, ﬁréaohiﬁg altsénately (es
the writers recollection ia)s Some interest was indicuted, and an
invitation was glven to such es dsﬂiged th9 prayers and instruction
to come forward and occupy certain pewss (or bsnéﬁas), Then several
pame rérwnrd,.ﬁrothor Bowen (ee was the habit of Buptist end Podow
Baptists) drew near to those bowed down, and commenced talking or
instructipg aome of the anxlionss in B fow minutéa Elder Helm ceame
‘and took hold of Mr. Bowen by the arm and sald "get up énd then
esid I do not allow any person to ingtruck the anxious at my
- meetiﬁg“. ,#Gee J» Ve Bowens letber bearing dates July 1llth and 20th ‘
which corroborates the statoment here madd;' The of the events
detailed further on the elone is responsible for their having

oceurped with by the brethren mentionsd. Bowon arcse as




he suid mortified and confuseds In a short time the meeting was dis-
missed, Upon arriving at the home of the writer, ﬁrother Powen
invited him (the writer) to go to his room with him as he wanted

to talk with him (the writef). when PBro. Bowen ::ahearsad what had
oceurred and the aotion had by Eldor Helm, the writers advice was that
he, Brothur Powen, should be quiet for 2 or 3 days, being aati#ﬁed
thet en effort would be made end wee then under way, s the near future
would develop, to remove him (Bowen). This vas as the wri.‘;er believes
on Tednesday night after getting home from church. The next day
passed a;way, not much being seid, On Friddy morning (snow being

on the .round) as the writer was on his way to his business house,

at the front gate of hiq yard fence, he met Nrethren J. L. Wilkins

and Dr. We D¢ Helm, when the writer was addressed by one of the

Prothren, he thinkf/s Wilkins, In substance ths following language,
ealling the writer by name said that we (being the sentiment of both
of the Brethren) desire that you (the writer) send away Bro. Bowen-,

a5 we omnnpt do anything vile he remains. All the remarks made were

sanctioned by the silent ons. The writer then inqakred what was the
matter, what has Bro. Bowen done, that mekes it necessary that he be
pont mway? Toll me, the remark was further made by urging the first

- demand, to which the writer remarked that he wouid not zend Bro.

| Bowen away, but would protect him es long as he was worthy of proteotion.
It will be remembered that on Seturdey morning after the mttack at the
anxious seat %k end afﬁr the conference of Wilkine end Helm at the
front gate, on assembling at the shurch before services commenced,

thets en Anterview was had in front of the house by S. L. Helm and

Je Ws Bowen (in view of the writer) the result of which, n;n Bro,

nowen detailed and stated to the writer, and was as follows, to
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‘wit, that Elder Helm sald to Bros Bowen that he Holm desired to oocupy
the pulpit Saturday night and Sunday at 11 oelk A.H. and Sunday night
and Mondey night. (Four”sar@onu in succession), thet if he, Helm,
pould not do enything, he would teke the packet boat and golﬁoma. As
an evidenoe that this conversttion was had, as stated by Bowen, felm
did oocupy the pulpit tﬁg 4 times statéd and Helm did leave on
Tugsday morning. l

There were some nircumitancas oomected with thise meecting, not
very pleasant to think aﬁo@t, but trust that all 1s perees The
writer will say no mors (he could not have said less,)

Then & meéting 1ong'to'bo remembered (in several respsctas) was
held by Flder J« Rs Graves in April, 1862, oooperating with the
pastor Revs J¢ M, Pendlotons As & preacher Reve Je Rs Graves was at
that tims rerely equeled, he oouid hold a oongregation spell boundf
for two hours and & half, a p¢ nunber were added to the church during
thie meeting. Moetings were held by the pastor of considerable
intorest, and as an evidence that his léborn in ths cauvse of Christ
were highly aprrecisted,; 4n his first and second call and his stay
with church 20 years, leaving in Jnﬁuary; 18B7.

The néxt pastor called to the care of this church was Elder
Thomas ¥» Vaughan (now of Danville, Kys) a valuable brother beloved,
The late war intervened, when the bofly wes left as sheep without |
& Bhepherds After Bro. Veughan's sbaencs, £ ysars or more Bro. Geoége
Hunt was called, I think in 1884, who lebored with this church 2 or
3 years, éhen Elder Storts in connection with his schosl pfaaohod.for
the church one year--when our estimeble end beloved Bro.'Rny wES
called in part the year 1866-~8, whowe memory is in the hearts of esll

the members, To kncw him was to love him, many ousiders loved him.
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Rroe Rey hed meny devoted friends nob oonnected with the churchwho
held him in the highest esteem, His labors were but for a few months,
yet his work wes honored with Gods hlessing, not be to be forgotten -
~ while the present membership lives. Peace to hls ashes,

_A Brother Js M Bont was called in 1870r%0 labor with this church
;;kﬁastor, some $ or 4 years, Hie worth is kown to the Brethren.
Thor: wae Drother Ce E, Ws Dobbe oal;ad and labored as pastor with
wueh effioclency, ability end fnifhrullnesi for seven years., He
is known to us all s an able expounder of the Now Testement end worthy
of respect of the great denomination %o which he bilongss For the
past lz.mOnths, Brother Hardwick has supplied and filled the Pulpiy
as pastor of this churchs We therefors trust that his labors will
not be in Uvain in the Lord", 3o mote it bee

A faw thoughts in conneotion with ereotion of the house of
worship, on the corner of Green anﬂ.Hmin.Straetl in Bowling Green,
"Kentucky, b the members and friondt of tne Baptist church after
the close of the religlous inlerest during the winter 182930,
the ingatheringe being quite & ﬁumber (for those timeg) and valueble
‘members they weres In the Spring of 1880 u lhrge numbar_of'the members
‘residing in the ocountry got with those living in towns The effort
was made and the house on Green and Main Strects wewe waE buiit
and sorvicss were oommenced early in the Fall followings The Bell |
thet 18 now used {on ¥ain Btrest House) was then presehtod b& D£-
ﬁ. Ba Syockton {e veluable member) am an evidence of his repard
nnd the wante of the chureh,
The House now ccoupled on Maln Street was commsnced during the

oantinuaneo of the seoond meating by Elder J. Re Oraves held in

connection with the pastor, April or May 1853, at the close of




which the question of ereotfing & new end more convenient end sulteble
| house in ﬁhiah to worship, Subsoriptions were elroulated and plens
drafted andéwith.wffcrt and zeal of the ghurcéh thet labored to accome - ..
plish 1t, the building was efeéted‘un& compleoted in 1854, at least
Bolfar as the sorvices were held in the ﬁusamant during the ﬁinter.
1864-5 and from that time fo-ﬁhe present May, 1882 (axgspt guch timé
during the late war when-it s used by the power and foroe of the
ME14taryemmmee |

I belleve that the foregoing contains e fnithful etatement,
-no far as recollected and givan.

| Respectfully,

- John Burnem
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