Januvary 16, 19218.
BULLETIN NO, 1

TO ALL CHIEFS OF THT AMERICAN PROTTCTIVE LTACUT|

For your information and action in cooperation with
the Agents in Charge of the Bureau of Investigétion of the
Department of Justice in your district, we enclose herewith a
copy of Citcular No. 780 of the Attorney General of the United
States to all_United States Attorneys, Marshals and Special
Agents, in the matter of prosecutions under Section 6 of the
Conscription Act and Seleétive Service Regulations in connection
therewith.

In order that your action under these instructions
may be consistent with the policy and practice of the Bureau of
Investigation, you will confer at once with the Agent of the
Bureau of Investigation in Charge of your District,

Very truly wyours,

Enc. National Director.
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Amerivan Jrotertive League

@rganized with the Approval and Operating wder the Divertion of
the Hnited States Bepartment nf Justice, Burean of Investigation

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1537 EYE STREET N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

January 86, 1218.

SULLETIN NQ. 2.
TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMFRICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUL!

The Attorney Cenernl of the United States under
authority conferred upon him by the proclamation of the
President of %he United States, dated November 16, 1917,
wade and declared General Rilies and Regulations, dated
December 31, 1917, for thke registration of German alien
enemies, and fixed the tume ol such registration as the
4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th days inclusive, of February,
1918, from 6:00 A,l. to 8:00 P.M. on each of said days.

Cerman alien enemies alone are now required to
register, Alien enemies are defined by Statute (U.S. Rev,
Stat. 4067), and for the purpose of this registration in-
clude all natives, citizens, denizens or subjects of the
German Empire, or of the Imperial German Government, being
males of the age of fourteen years and upwards, who are with-
in the United States and not actually naturalized as American
citizens: (See Regulatione Article 1, Par. 1.) Particular
definitions of alien enemies are given in the Regulations
(Article 11, A):

No way is provided for compelling a German Alien
enemy to register. The penalties for his failure to regis-
ter or to obtain a registration card or to be found without
a registration card on his person after the last day fizeil
for the issuance to him of a registration card, are as set
forth in the Regulations (Article 1, Pars, 2 and 3), chiefly,
liability to arrest and detention as an alien enemy.

The registration is to be carried out in munici-
palities which had by the Federal census of 1910 a popula-
tion of 5,000 and over by the police department; in commun-
ities having less than 5,000 population according to that
census by the local postmasters, The chief of police in
each of such cities is the chief registrar for that city,
and the postmaster in the largest city in each Federal jud-
icial district is the chief registrar for the registration
in such communities of under 5,000 inhadbitants, which are
termed in the Regulations "nonurban areas.,”
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3 Registration will be by affidavit in triplicate,
made by the German alien enemy, and signed and sworn to be-
fore the registration officer. To ezch affidavit will be af-
fixed a nhotograph of the registered person, his fingerprints
and his description. One of the originzl vegistration afs
fidavits with fingerprints, descrirtlon and nhotograph, 7ill
ultimately be filed with the Departrent of Justice; ons with
the United States Marshal for the judicial district; and one
with the Chiszf rsgistrar of the district or city.

After the registration affidavits are executed rro-
vision is rade for the issuance of a repistration card at a
reriod beginning ten days and ending with fifteen days after
the last d=y for registration in a rarticular district. Dur =
ing the lapse of tire between the filing of the registration
affidavit anl the date of issuance of the registration card, -
the registration officers ars directed to make investigation
of statements made by the registrant, in ~articular in rela-
tion to his mresent residence and place of employment, and if
these ares found incorrect no registration card will be issued.
The recistration officers are directed to forward to the United
States Marshall in the several judicial districts all informa-
tion so obtained in regard to —mersons requirad to be registered.

Copies of these General Rules and Regulations are o
file with the Agent in Charge of the Bureau of Investigations
of the Department of Justice of vour district. Please COCREr -
ats ~ith the Acent in Charge of %he Brreau of Investigations
of the United States Department of Justice of vour district, ‘o
affording all rossible assistance to the various Chief Regist—-x"
and United States Marshall in locating of German alien enem.-.
and in the investigation of matters connected therewith.

Very truly yours,
AVTRICAY PRATECTIVE LEAGUE,

By

National Directer/{
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American Jrotertive League

@rganized with the Approval and Operating under the Birertion of
the United States Bepartment of Justice, Burean of Investigation

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1537 EYE STREET N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

BULLETIN No. 3

February 6, 1918.
TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE:

The Attorney General of the United States and the Provost Marshal General have re-
quested the American Protective League to co-operate with the Local and District Exemption
Boards throughout the United States in locating, and causing to present themselves to the
proper authority, delinquents under the Selective Service Regulations, including those classed
as deserters.

You will therefore familiarize yourself at once with the enclosed Selective Service Regu-
lations. It will be the duty of the members of the League assigned to this work from time
to time to locate and cause to present themselves to the above Boards or to the proper represen-
tatives of the Department of Justice: (1) those who fail to fill out and return the Question-
naire; (2) those who fail to obey the order of the Local Boards to report for physical examina-
tion; and (3) those who fail to obey the order of the Local Boards or of the State Adjutants
General to report for military duty. Lists of these delinquents will be furnished you by the
Local Boards, and all information on file at the Boards concerning each delinquent will be
available to you.

In the performance of this work your operatives will state that they are acting for the
Local Board at the request of the United States Department of Justice and the Provost Mar-
shal General. If their authority is questioned, they will refer to the nearest Agent of the
Bureau of Investigation of the Department of Justice who has received instructions from A.
Bruce Bielaski, Chief of the Bureau of Investigation, to co-operate with you. They will act
with discretion and use every precaution to avoid injustice to any individual.

The Provost Marshal General by special bulletin has requested all Governors of States,
State Adjutants General, and Local and District Boards throughout the entire country to co-
operate with the American Protective League in this work.

When a delinquent is found the operative will instruct him to present himself forthwith
to the proper Exemption Board or to the Department of Justice, and will accompany him to
such Board or to the Department. If he refuses to go, or if in the opinion of the operative
he should be placed under arrest to prevent escape or a failure to appear, the operative will com-
municate at once with the proper State or Federal officer, reporting the facts with a request
for immediate action, so that the arrest may be effected in accordance with law.

For your further guidance the following detailed instructions are given:



(1) DELINQUENTS WHO ARE NOT DESERTERS:

You will first procure from your Local Board forms 1012 P. M. G. O. (blank form shown
on page 159 of the Selective Service Regulations), filled out in accordance with Section 130 of
the Selective Service Regulations, giving you all necessary information as to each person who
has failed to submit a questionnaire or to report for physical examination.

You will then cause the investigations to be promptly made, and will within five days sub-
mit to the Local Board in accordance with Section 130 the complete list of delinquents, show-
ing those whom you have been unable to locate and those who have been located and have
been delivered to the Local Board or to the Department of Justicee. However, after submitting
your report to the Board, you should continue efforts to locate and dispose of every delinquent
in your territory.

Delinquents who failed to fill out questionnaires, upon being brought before the Local
Boards, should be given opportunity to fill out questionnaires; and those who became delin-
quent by failing to appear for physical examination, should be thereupon examined physically.
When any such delinquent has filled out his questionnaire or has been examined physically
you need take no further action with respect to him. The Department of Justice usually does
not desire to prosecute persons who fail to submit their questionnaires or to report for physical
examination unless it clearly appears that the delinquency is willful. If you believe that in a
given case the registrant was attempting to evade military service, you should report all of the
available facts in the case to the proper representatives of the Bureau of Invesugatlon, De-
partment of Justice.

You are informed that under the Selective Service Regulations there is no method pro-
vided by which you can ascertain when an individual shown on Form 1012 to be a delinquent
becomes a deserter, except by inquiring of the State Adjutant General, unless some arrange-
ment is made by you with the office of the State Adjutant General whereby you will be notified
promptly of the names of all persons becoming deserters by the process above described.

(2) DELINQUENTS WHO ARE DESERTERS:

A. While the delinquents referred to in Part I above have violated Section 6 of the Se-
lective Service Act, they are not in the military service and therefore cannot have committed
against military law the offense of desertion. The Local Boards report on Form 1013, P. M,
G. O. (form shown on page 160, S. S. R.) to the Adjutant General of the State the delinquents
defined above in Part I, as provided in Section 133 of the Selective Service Regulations. Upon
receipt of these forms, the State Adjutant General will notify delinquents to report to him for
instructions by mail, telegraph, or in person at a day and hour named therein, which day and
hour shall not be less than ten days from the day of notice. From and after the day and hour
named therein, such delinquents are in the military service. If they fail so to report to the
State Adjutant General they are deserters, and should be apprehended and taken before
nearby Local Boards, preferably their own, in accordance with Section 51 of the Selective
Service Regulations.

B. Registrants may become deserters in another manner. Registrants who have sub-
mitted questionnaires and have been examined physically sometimes fail to report for military
duty when ordered to do so by Local Boards, in accordance with Section 157 of the Selective
Service Regulations. From and after the day and hour specified in the orders sent by Local
Boards to registrants to report for military duty on Form 1028 (page 177, S. S. R.), the reg-
istrants are in the military service. Being in the military service and subject to military law,
if they fail to report to the Board at the time specified, or if they thereafter absent themselves
from their post of duty, they have committed the offense of desertion, and should be taken
before Local Boards in accordance with Sections 140 and 51 of the Selective Service Regu-




lations, in order that the Board may determine whether the offense was willful and committed
with an intent to evade military service.

The Local Boards will report deserters of this kind to you on Form 1012 P. M. G. O. (page
159, S. S. R.). This form is also used, as explained above, for the report of persons who failed
to submit questionnaires or to report for physical examination, but a special designation on
the card will state whether the registrant is a delinquent or a deserter.

The layman’s idea of a deserter is a man who has actually been mustered into the military
service, has worn the uniform of either the Army or the Navy, has performed military duty,
and has absented himself from his post of duty without leave with the intent permanently to
evade military service. While the Government is interested in apprehending this kind of de-
serter, you should distinguish between this class of deserters and those who by reason of their
failure to comply with the Selective Service Law and Regulations have become National Army
deserters. Your duty is primarily to locate and cause to present themselves to the proper
authority delinquents and deserters under the Selective Service Law.

You will immediately install a filing system, on a 3%” x§” card, of all delinquents and
deserters under the Selective Service Law. These cards should be filed alphabetically under
each Local Board.

You will then provide two files or drawers, the first being keyed “Delinquents” and the
second “Deserters” as outlined above. It is suggested, because of there being two forms of de-
linquents, one a person failing to file his questionnaire and the other a person failing to appear
for physical examination, that you keep these two classes clearly apart by the use of cards of
different color. This same colored card system should be installed in your “Deserter” file or
drawer because of the fact that there are two forms of deserters, first, the person who fails to
respond to the order of the Adjutant General, and second, the person who fails to appear at his
Local Exemption Board for military service.

This record will be installed not only for your convenience, but will become your sole rec-
ord of cases, except those of willful violation where in your opinion prosecution should be con-
sidered. These latter cases should be written up in detail, with a full statement of the facts, and
turned over to the Agent in Charge of the Bureau of Investigation, who, in turn, will place
them in the hands of the District Attorney. This index file will also be a permanent record
in your office which will be the basis for reports which we will ask of you from time to time.

While it is possible that the operatives would be entitled legally to collect the reward of
Fifty Dollars for each deserter apprehended and delivered to the proper authorities, it is not
regarded as desirable, in view of our patriotic enlistment in the service of our Government, that
our operatives collect such rewards. This view is further supported by the fact that in most
instances, the information leading to the apprehension of the deserter comes by reason of
membership in the League. You will, therefore, advise your members that they shall on no
account either claim or collect such reward or profit by any arrangement whereby some person
not connected with this organization shall collect it.

Very truly yours

AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE

%&QMQL?

National Director
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3 ’ 1837 EYE STREET N. W.
7 WASHINGTON, D. C.

BULLETIN NO. 4.

TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN .PROTECTIVE LEAGUE:

Within the past week vou have received Bulletin No.3
issued from National Headquarters signed by the writer, in
which the Attorney General of the United States and the Pro-
vost Marshal Geieral requested the. American Protective League
to coorerate wish the local and distriet exemption boards
throughout the United States in locating and causing to present
themselves to the pro-~er authorities delinquents under the Sel-
ective Service Regulations, including those classed as deserters.

Included in.the same envelope was a bulletin addressed
to all Special Agents, Special Emplovees and Local Officers un-
der date of February 5th, signed by A. Bruce Bielaski, Chief of
the Bureau of Investigation; also a communication under date of
February 7th directed to the Governors (of all States) signed
by E. H. Crowdér, Provost Marshal Ceneral. The Provost Marshal
General's bulleéetin states: "Will vou please urge each Local
Board in your State to utilize the services of -the members of
this Organization to the fullest extent. If this ig done there
138 no doubt that the results will be hirhly satisfactory and
that invaluvable aid will be rendered by those patriotic citizens
during this emergency.” '

The Governors, Adjutants General, or Army Officers in
charge of the Selective Draft Svstem in each State may desire
to communicate directly with the locel chiefs of the American
Protective Léague in cases of emergency with the requéat t.i.:
they make investigations of special ceses independent of the
Exemption Boards. For that reason it is mecessary that the
0fficial in charge have your address and a complete outline of
the territory covered by your division. . |

' - The"dMational Directors have therefore announced the
following plan: You will communicate immediately with
; : > who is in complete charge
of the Selective Draft System in your State, giving him your
mailing address. Will you also piease advise him with regard
to how much of the surrounding territory you will undertake to
cover with your organization in the specificimatter to. which
this communication refers? Please consider carefully your
means of transportation, etcetera, and include in your state-
ment as wide a territory as possible. This definition of terri-
tory is, of course, only temporary and applies only to the
matter of enforcement of the Selective Service Regulations.




Bulletin No. 4 - Page 2

You :i11 accapt request. from the officer named
above as being authorized by this .ffice, and will in each
instance render all possible as:i Jance to bring about the
results desired by him. You will please turn over two
carbon copies of ths compl:te information in each investiga-
tion to your nearest Dspartment of -Justice Agent, informing
the above named Selsctive Service official of your action and

‘glving him the original copy.

Your immediate attention to this matter will be

greatly apnreciated by the Provost General, the official in
charge of the enforcement of the Selective Service Regulations

in your State, and by the National Directors.
Yours vaery truly,

\MERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE

Nat ional Director

(Form to be follcwed in addressing the above named officer)

AT THT REQUEST OF THE PROVCST !MARS JAL GENERAL AND UNDER

INSTRUCTIONS FRC!T THE NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE AMFRICAN
PROTECTIVE LEAGUE, I GIVE YOU HFRE'ITH THE NAME AND ADDRESS,
AND A D"SCRIPTICH OF THE TCRRITORY ¥JICH I AM HELPING TO
CART FOR ™WITH THIS DIVISION.
|
John Smith

536 Main Strzetm
Kansas City, Mo.

List of towns, or
description of territory.
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1537 EYE STREET N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Mar., 18, 1918.

BULLETIN NO, 5.

TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE:

At the request of the Var Department, the American Protective
League has undertaken to procure fur that Department for immediate use
for Intelligence purposes, photographs, drawings and descriptions of
bridges, buildings, towns and localities now occupied by the German
forces in France, Belgium and Luxembourg and likewise in that portion
of Germany lying UWest of a line running North and South through Hamburg.
The entire organization of the League throughout the country will he em-
ployed in this work in order that a large result may be obtained.

You will proceed at once to solicit through your organization,
and in such other ways as commend themselves to you, all of the above
material, including picttre postals, photographs, half-tone reproduc-

% tions, and other illustrative matter.

é

The following methods will be found efisctive:

1. Wide publicity through the local press to the fact that the
War Department has requested the American Protective League to
procure the above material from citizens throughout the country.
The newspapers may invite citizens to make diligent search for
such material, and to deliver it in person or by mail to a des-
ignated individual or office in your commmunity, which may or
may not be the local headquarters of the League,

2. Your leading newspapers will have in their library files or
"morgue" a considerable amount of the material above described.
They will doubiless be willing to give you originals or copies
of these as a patriotic contribution, This will likewise be
true of lecture bureaus, art dealers, art schools, commercizl
art establishments, and municipal libraries.

3, In order to avoid the disclosure of the personnel of your
local organization, you may organize a special committee of
citizens for the purpose; and you may enlist the services of
Boy Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, and other organizations. The
wovk should be done, however, in the name of the American Pro-
tective League, under your direction as Chief, as the organ-.
izaticn directly responsible for it,

,4:::;;;;;ill
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4. The active assistance of residents of your

community who have resided or traveled in the
countries indicated may be enlisted. They in
turn may procure such material from acquaint-
ances residing elswhere.

A large quantity of material is desired and may be ship-
ped without sorting or without any attempt to avoid duplication.

Many copies of the same objest may be desirable in special in-
stances.

It will not be practicablie to return the material to the
contributors. It will be a gift to the Government.

This is a service which the Ameriean Protective League is
peculiarly qualified to render in view of i%s wide-spread or-
ganization, but the totel of the service will depend upon the
diligence with which each local branch does its part.

All material should be shipped by you in convenient in-
stallments as received by parcel post or express to COLONEL
A. B, COXE, 1330 F St., N, W., Washington, D. C.

Please copy the contents of this bulletin and place a
copy in the hands of each member of your organization and of
each local newspaper.

Respectfully,

NATIONAL DIRECTORS,
AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE

BY

Captain, U. 8. N. A.
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1587 EYE STREET N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

BULLETIN Q. .
TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEACUE:

¥ith the growth of the F.tional Organization the ne-
cessity for cstablishing rules of practice to be followed by all

‘Branches has becorie increasingly apnarent. Many complications

have arisen whicl would have bheen - tirely avoided by the exist-
ence and observarce of such rules, .nd much delay in correspond-
ence has been suf ‘ared by Local Br: ches through the same cause.

The Naiional Directors .. = therefore established
the following rules:

; No Local Chief shall write directly to any Department
or Bureau of the Government, other than to the Special Agent of
the Bureau of Investigetion of his district, upon any matter con
nected with the work of the League. Every comrmunication to such
Department or Bureau unon League ciationery or signed by the Lo-
cal Chief shall be sent to these Headquarters for tramsmittal by
us to the proper Department or Burzau. -Every communication of
such character will be given prompt attention and immediate ac-
knowledgment.

I

2. Every report returned by vou to National Headquarters,
particularly upon an Arny or Red Cross investigation, shall be
signed by the investigator in his own name with his number, and
shall be countersigned by the Chief of the Local Branch, the
initials "A.P.L." with the name of the City and State appearing
below the name of the Chief.

3. A1l reports on cases sert to Nationul Headquarters
to be transmiited to other offices 12ll be sent in duplicate
or (triplicate if the case requires; in order that a sufficient
number of conies may be on hand to ‘e transmitted to other
branches. In cases where additionz. information from other
cities is requirei by vou to comple = your files, the above me-
thod will greatly expedite the retu a of such information.

4, Local Chiefs must carefu v follow all letters of
instruction from ihe National Headq: ~ters. If this be done
standard methods of operation will promptly established

throughout the Organization.

Respectfully,
NATIONAL DIRECTORS
A¥ERICﬂN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE
3

VE:8
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1537 EYE STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. €. June 34, 1918,
TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEACUE:

You are informed that all ipndividuale desiring to enter
the zone of military operations 2broad for any service imeluding
Red Cross, Y.M.0.A,, Knights of Columbus and civilian employwent
must he approved by the War Departrent in advance of sailing. The
reason for this regulation is that all such persoms upon reaching
the zone of military operatioms come under the direct control of
the military authorities. The American Protective Lea ve is mek-
ing certain investigations for the Par Department in this comnect-
ion.

The following rules 7ill be strictly observed by all
officers and members of the Lsague.

; : of
icant for foreign service in

1. No Chief sha%%ﬁheregfter un
the character and lova of applics
connsclion —ith the Red Cross, YV.s.C.A., Kniahtﬁkg%m,QIQEEEEJ_QL
other orcanization at the direct request of any National or lgcal
efficer of such organizations. =

2 The raquasst for alf'invéstigations of suckh cuaracter shall
be 1gsued to the local chiefs by the Natisnal Directors of the Ar-
erican Protective League at Vashington; amd a2ll renorts vpon such
inveatigations shall be made to tHe National Directors at Washirg-
ton in accordance with present methods of communication.

3. No Chief, officer or member of 2 local branch ghall adiit
or deny the fact that any inveetigation ef such character ia I ‘=,
o7 has at any time been, conducted by his divisiop. All investigu-

tione will hereafter be made under cover for the War Derartmert and
all inquiries with reference thereto, however urgent or insistent, °
shall be referred to the War Department at Washington. It is pot
to be known by the officials of arfy of the orfamizations that the
American Protective Ler_ue is the agency conducting ths investiga-
tion. All investigations will be absolutely impersenal so far as
the record is concerned and so far as rEsgonéibility for the ap-
proval or disapproval of the arplication for passport is invelved.

In this mannsr the work of the League can be carried on
without embarrassment, and with justice %o the country and to the
individual. .

NATIORAL DIRECTORS
AMERICAN PROTEOCTIVE LEACUE.
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American Protective Leanue

@Organized with the Approval and Operating wder the Bivection of
the Huited States Department of Juatice, Burean of Investigation
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

1537 EYE STREET N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C,

June 44, iSld.
TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE:

The Provost Marshal General has sent vo the braiv
Executives in all States a general letter reférring to the
valuable assistance which the American Prptective League is
giving in apprehending delinguents and deserters and in in-
vestigating other matters connccted with the draft. The let-
ter stateg that in order that the League may do its work ef-
ficiently it is necessary:that the members be advised of the
various amendments 4o and the interpretations of the Select-
ive Service Law and Regulations; and the Provost Marshal Gen-
eral requests the Drafi cxecutives to place the names of all
Chiefs of the American Protective League in their respective
States upon their mailing list and to forward to such Chiefs
copies of all general instructions, intrepretations and amend-
ments of the Selective Service Law and Regulations oxcept
those which are regerded by the Draft Executives as confiden-
tial or obviously unnecessary im connection with the work of
the League.

In furtherance of this plan we are today forwarding
to all Draft Executives the names of our Local Chiefs in their
respective States, and we will from time to time make correc-
tions of these lists.

It is absolutely necessary that the local Chiefs
and members of the League be fully informed upon the details
of the administration of the Selective Service Law and Regu-
lations. Changes in the law and in its interpretation con-
stantly change the status of many individuals, and definite
information on the part of League members is a prerequisite
for competent service. Members assigned to this work must
be as well informed on such matters as are members of the
local draft boards with whom they are in frequent contact.

You will therefore study with care all of the in-
gstructions, interpretations and amendments of the Selective
Service Law and Regulations sent to you day by day by the
Draft Executive of your State, and will exhibit the same for
like study to all members of your organization assigned to
this work. Wherever feasible copies should be made for their
use.

NATIONAL DIRECTORS
.-AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE.
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1537 EYE STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C.

June 12, 1918.
T ATL G §FS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE:

ou were advised in Bulletin No.7 of the instailatior
of = Diririon of the American Protective League in the Militar:
-ntalliv_Ace Branch of the War Department at Washingion, which
Division is in charge of all investigations referred to the
Laague by the War Department im general army mattere and in mat-
T® involving Red Cross, Y.M.C.A., Knights of Columbus, civiliaxn
i=nvolo1l,r.,u, and other individuals who are applicants for passporte.

You were likevise #dvised of the special arrangement
wheregby all such telegrams ig Tar Department matters .oulﬂ be
sent as War Department teleﬂrama, signed "R.H.Van Deman", and
paid for by the War Departwent,

You are now advised that Colonel R, H. Van Deman has
been ordercd to Frence, and thet Lieutenant Colonel M. Churchill,
TuA., W.A., has been deeignated Chief of the Military Intelli-
sence RHianch as the successor to Colon=1 Van Deman.

.lereafter all telegrams of the above character mwill
oe »f, Churchill* instead of "R.H.Van Deman.m

£ 1 ¥eleprams, day letters, or nicut lesters in replv
%gliﬁﬁ ébovA telcgrams should be sent hy you Coverpment rate c.
lect, provi led the following directions are Strict.v obsgrved,

1. 2.1 such mea3sages must be addressed 1O "LA
telligence “r~anch, Washington." This address must be used in
all eases. :

f17tar ;_1&7

3 The t. 7egrams must be endorsed "Officjial Business Gc
ernmaent rate collect.
3. Yoir telegrams i1l in all cased be signzd "ipexisap

géotectwva Leagus" and you will not sign your 1niiv1aua* name.
@siable that the identity of the 1nd1v1aual gsender of
ail telegrems remain unkaown,

Tou will understand that this arrangemant has to do
enly with Lhe War Department telegrams, and that in no cage can
ihe franx be used for other purposes. All mail communications
por wires relating to othgr SUbJ”CtS must be addressed to Natilon:
Hgadqugrt=-rs, 1537 Eye S5t. W., Vashington, D. C., as hersto-

N.
fore
Thig letter will Qg Yyour aucherity for sendiag the
foregoinz messages coliect, Coiermment rate: and you T4)1 st~
hibi%t 1% to your local BrLEErAadh GFfiica for such mornasc, Ho
Eg?g?nifgo follow instructions closelv ; a

TATIONAL DI
AMHRICAN PROTECT
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NATIONAL DIRECTORS

A. M. BRIGGS, CHAIRMAN
CHARLESVBANIEL "RREY
QT RULLETIN NUMEER 11.

ADLd

American Jrotertive League

Organized with the Approval and Operating under the Birertion of
the United States Department of Justice, Fawrea of Inuestigation
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

1887 EYE STREET N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. G,

June 21, 1918.

TO ALL CHIFFS OF THF AMFRICAN "ROTFCTIVE LEAGUE:

We have lately been in conference with officials of the United
States Shipping Board looking to a plan of cooperation whereby information
gathered by our Local Divisions in connection both with ship building and
with the operation, sale and transfer of ships will be made available to
the Shipping Board; and whereby on request we shall make investigations
of similar matters.

In part performance of this undertaking on our part you are in-
structed as follows:

1s You will premptly report in the manner below set forth any in-
forration you may obtain regarding irregularities in connection with the
following subjectss (a) charter of vessels; (b) sale of vessels not involv-
ing change of registry; (c) sale of vessels involving transfer to foreign
flags; (d) all transfers to foreign flags; (e) all applications for sale
or transfer of registry planned or submitted to the United States Shipping
Board; (f) any alleged improper influence brought to bear in connection
with such sales or transfers; (g) all acts of disloyalty or expressions
of disloyal sentiments attributed to the men or officers engaged in the
operation of ships under American registry; (h) all other facts tending
to prove wrong doing in connection with the operation, sale or transfer
of ships,

2. Such reports will he msade by you in the usual form and delivered
to your local agent of the Bureau of Investigation of the Department of
Justice., Two copies of each report will be forwarded by you to National
Headquarters, 1537 Eye Street, N. V., Washington, D. C. One of these
copies will be delivered by us to the Chief Intelligence Officer of the
‘f’:ls- Shipping Board; and the other copy will be retained in our master

ile.

3. In order to render efficient service in this important branch of
Governument work, you will proceed at once to develop your organization
to the fullest extent throughout all ship yards, harbors and water fronts,
and in all marine brokerage, insurance and other agencies,

Respectfully,

NATIONAL DIRFCTORS
AMFRICAN "ROTFCTIVE LEAGUE.
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MATIONAL DIRECTORS

A. M. BRIGGS, CHAIRMAN
CHARLES DANIEL FREY
YICTOR ELTING

i

. make every effort through your organization to identify

American Yrotertive Lrague

@rpanized with the Approval and Gperating under the Birection of
the Hnited Stutes Bepartment of Justice, Burean of Juuestigation

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1837 EYE STREET N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

July 12, 1918

BULLETIE NO. 12.
TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMFRICAN FRIPICTIVE LEAGUE:

Supplementing Bulletin No. 11 cf .June 21, 1918 you
are advised that the National Directors havz undertaken to give
to the United States Shipping Board the fullesct possible inferma-
tion uvon the following subjects:

(a) A1l naturalized citizens of German, Austrian, Hunger-
ian, Bulgarian, or Turkish birth who are emrloyed on Amevican
ghips.

(b) All naturalized citizens of Gerpan, Austrian, Hungir-
ian, Bulcarian, or Turkish birth who have any position that Ras
to do with shipping or through which information could be ob~
tained in regard to the employment or movewent of ships.

The United States Shipping Board informs us that this
information will be of great cervice and you will thersicre
=)

L 8
thesé
nese

individuals.

The reports will be made by vou in the usual form and
delivered to your local agent of the Bureau of Investigation of
the Dewartment of Jusiice. Two copies of each report will be

! forvarded by you to National Feadquarters, 1537 Eve Street X. T,,

-Vashingfoqf D. C.” One of these cories will be deliverad by us %o

tThe Chief Intelligence Officer of the U. S. Shipping Board; and
the other copy will be retmined in our mester file.

Resnectfully,

NATINNAL DIRRCTORS
AMERICAN PROTRCTIVE LEAGUE. ‘
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BULLETIN NO. 15.

July 18; 1918,
0 ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUZ

The INetional Directors arc in racc
numerous personal calls ond comaunicati
bers of the League osling zdvice or as
privote mattors. These regiests cover
clude requests for infermacion regardil
branches of the scrvice; for Tho s
ports; for letters of roccormcndati
and a great varicty of othcr ma

and mcm=
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, and ine
missions in Various

applicetions I0r pasSsS=

G
= -7 -~ - vrman raaalE

n: fcr advico as to viar work;

e

-~ .

=
@]
Hh £
-4
R

SR=15
-4 ("}

o

LobY
('\'l’.g
O

=

'.I

L

e o I
o]

o

(&)

t‘.ql

(o]

(=)

<
Y 03

A
By e i

(&}
(N
G
= e
(@]
€

e I 0 |
.
o
G
[

\
%
(@]
)

b
6y}

H Q
=

tho Mational Direcctor and
at Wetional EHoe Oruz"u,;s,

n %0 theso roguosis and o
nefit of evory assistlance

in our poivrer. 1o are 3'3tifjci o} thet 3o havo boen ablie 0
rendor rosl aid in many instances Jn tuG past. DBut these calls
upon us have now so incrcascd in volumo that it is physically im=
sossible Ffor tho mombors of the organization ab Tetional Heals-
cuarters to give attontion te them. The stalf in lashingion ic

It would be a real pleosurod
for overy member of tThe orgoninat
o o]~
u

H- 5

OO

to continue to give personsl COF

L

P
rl
s
Cl

not large and overy momber is tased Go - the utmost to disposd of
the J“Oruflt vueinoss of the Loasue. Undor those circunstancces
the _d ional Dircetors are roluctantly forced to announce the rule
~LhoE il ,ufucr no rocucsts of this character can Pc¢ complicd with.
In orrq r that Justwcc mov 'be done to 2ll our menmbCrs, and NO Epec=
t of the ruleo will be gon-

ial Favors granted %o any, the cniorcemen
eral ond no excoptions will be made under any circumstonces.

7e trust thot 2ll mombers will oppreciate the neccssity for
this ruling, and will roalizc thot our failurc So interview theso
czllers and to roply to theso communicotions is HOu indicgiive of
eny viant of courtcsy or cordiality on our part or tho part of
cny member of tho organization at Mational Heo qaartcxs‘
WATIOHAL DIRECTORS
LNERICAIT FROTICTIVE LBLGUE.
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NATIONAL DIRECTORS

A. M. BRIGGS, CHAIRMAN
CHARLES DANIEL FREY
VICTOR ELTING

ot rr'r‘—'

Ameriran ilﬂrntprtwr Tﬁ»aguv

hmﬂhﬂpiﬁmnmﬂ1mhGhmnmmgumNrﬂpEmwﬂmnuf
tl;r Mh States Bepartment of Iustice, Burean of Iuvestigation

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1537 EYE STREET N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

OF THE ANFRICAN TEATECTIVE LFACUES

in different paArTe- ot -the counts containis el ererces to tne

American Protective Lencue vnd it mock. Taricus Tcosi nevseaped

Ul

1zve likewise printed tevs i1teamg and elitorléls in ceansction r.ith
local bappéninge containing 1iks referunces, The Hationcl Directors
deem it of greét importance that thay be kerl iniclose touch with
any publioitf gocorded the Lei me turourhiut the cecuntry, You are

- o A4 rmaom e o 2 . T P £ T o]
therefore directed %o 20 7o BDAS cities any rotice of any king
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vhe organiza¥ion, includins thé Chief, whr¥ under cover,



NATIONAL DIRECTORS

A .M. BRIGGS, CHAIRMAN A bes
CHARLES DANIEL FREY ™
VICTOR ELTING 3 5

BULLETIN .10, 15,

Ameriran Hrotertive League

@rganized with the Appronal and Operating under the Bivection of
the United States Bepartment of Justice, Bureau of Investigation

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1587 EYE STREET N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

July 18, 1918,

T0 ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEACUE:

dvised that cértain local

o

The National Direc*tors are
branches have snrolled womsn as menbers of the American Protec-

tive Leazue and have issued to ther full credentials as such.
After giving*full consideration tc “he g+estion of policy in-

volved, and interviewing manvy coffi ors and members of the Lsaiue

froim different parts of the ceunt , the National Directore have
adopted the rule “hat the menbers! of the League will be here-

after confined to male citizens of tahe United States of lepal

ape; and that women shall nct be eligible for

In making this ruling the National Dirsctors are mind-

ful of the fact that many women are exceptionally qualified for

service in the Leajue. It is a matter of regret that such omen

muet be barred from active mermoership, but the decisiocn has been

controll=d by certain broad considerations of policy.
b T

NATIONAL DTRECTORS
AVERICAN PROTECTIVE LEACUE.
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NATIONAL DIRECTORS

A. M. BRIGGS, CHAIRMAN

B BULLETIN 0. 16,
LOYALTY IM{y=STIGATIONS.

American Frotertive Leanue

®rpanized wi ol and @perating under the Birertion of
ﬂhfﬂuﬁﬂlgﬂﬁh&%ﬁ;ﬁﬁ&umanfimuunnihnmauzﬂ?gﬁnunugdwm

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
18537 EYE STREET N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. Auéllst 16) 1918,

TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE:

The National Directors deeply appreciate the greal work
which the local divisions are doing ir army investigations &nd 1n
those having to do —ith applicants fo- foreign service in connect-
ion with the Y.M.C.A., Red Cross and -ther orgenizations. The
War Department and “he other ot@anizations have repeatedly ex-
presced their gratiiude for the service. Ve reeslize that these
cases are many time. burdenscme to th  lccal divisions and lack
! and excitement which att - 1s the investigaticn of
1d alien enemy asctiviti The members cf the Leag-
ue must realize hewever ti:=t the vorl of supreme impcrtance,
and that while a single cc< ¢ mey seer unimpcertant in itself yet
the azgregate of &1l the ccses throughout the country is sc large
its importance so great that it will rarnk as oné cf the great-
_any organizaticn in the ccuntry.

e+ i J 0' f"
W
=]

and
est pieces of war work done by
The greatest part of this work hes been performed by the
ocal divisicns quickly and effectively. In a considerable number
~f 1ocal divisions however the work has been allcwed to lag so that
reports have been delayed and have been incomplete and unsqtisfac-
tory. In varicus cases the War Department hes felt obliged to call
cur attention to the deficiencies in these repcris.

The National Directors are therefore compelled to direct

you to strictly observe the following rules: :

1. ~ The investigations and repcrts must be made promptly.

S The questionnaire feorm must de followed so that detailed
information is contained in the report. The names Qf the persons
interviewed must be given and their i-4ividual opinions of the ap-

plicant rust be seperately set forth.

, 3. Even though the local chief ~r the investigator may be
personally acquainted with the person r.uder investigation, 1t 1s

neverthelsss necessary that other percs:ns be interviewed and the
oninicns of such persons incerporated .n the report. The state-
ment of the investig.tor alcne is not deemed sufficient by the Var
Department.

&, 1§ -is. deemed necessary by th Var Department to have the
faverable coimions of at least three i ‘crmants to affirmatively

- estoblisa andipdividual's loyalty, inteirity and moral charactsr.

"

-

- 2o YATIONAL DI
b AMERICAN PROTEC

RECTORS
TIVE LEAGUE.
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NATICNAL DIRECTORS

A. M. BRIGGS, CHAIRMAN
CHARLES DANIEL FREY
VICTOR ELTING

,  BurLerv #17.
Amerivan Hrotertive League

@Organized with the Approval and Operating wnder the Divertion of
the United States Department of Justice, Burean of Junvestigation

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1637 EYE STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C.
September 4, 1918.

ief, Local Division,
nerican Protective L,n~ 8.

o
v

In ra:VWar Departrent Character apd Loyzlty Reports.

ordsr to sliminate unnecessary correspondence -- especially lattz=rs ask-

iﬁ: {or additional reports -- and to correct some misundersta: 1ding of in-
ructions in formsr bulletins, your attention is called to the following

——
~

!—’-

1. Form and contents of reports:

ArAaEaE ATO
LSS @l ©

u are to interview only the rcferences or individuals whose add
thin your city or terriotry, and such other persons within that territcry

a2z you dscide may be able to cive you information enabling you to ieks a
cozplete and detziled report on the party under investigation., The Dspirt-
rints of the Governzent for whom we ars czking invsstizations want unbiased
reports Arplicants for positions or com:issions usually sive their closest
frisnds as refercnces; therefors, in order to cet am undiased report, it is

advisabls that you intsrview not only their referencas civen, but cthers who

know the subject under investication in social or tusiness life. It is sug-

cestad that in all cases two or thrse nersons be intsrviewed who arc given &3
reiersnces, and also an equal number be interviewed who have not been -iven
as refeorencss,

tret the

fa

usstionnaires or rgports hbvs been raturned showine
rein containsd was based solely uron ths Chief's or investi-
nal knowledge of the sd,]=ct under investization. Ths Tar

Ln

- er

partm=nt has callsd our attention to this particular pclnt, and we areg di-
racted by the Departzent to advise all of our Chiefs that the reports made
in this way are not suiiicient. It is nscessary that rcferences and cthsr
parties be interviewed, &s harsin directe d.

Tne ¥ar Department raquires that thrse or more pegrsons must ©to interviswe

of the parties interviewsd must be civen in ale
and also in answer to in-

interrogative "12%", the

In saking Tepdrte the names
swer to interrozative "11" of the gusstiomnaire,
“fitérrogativeg 1127; also in addition, in answering

. gibstancs of .4he informatien cbtainsd from sach person interviscved must bs

¢ . A-iysn under-theif rcepsctive namss,

¥

" 2. Raports by wirg,

when vnraliminary reports havs been made by wire, dstailed

7

” In marny cas=s,
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Bullstin #17-----page two,

roports by mail have not fcllowed. These subsequent detailed reports are
abeolutely nscessary.. In every case we must have on file and furnish to ths
Department of ths Government for whom the invsstigation is made a report in
.xriting sizned by ths party mzking the investication. You .mist therefore
soe that detailed reperts are so furnished, regardless of whether or not

‘a telegram has bsen sant.

Therc sseds ‘to have besn soms misunderstanding on the part of certain Chisfs
as to whet class of reports should be made by wire with details to follow DY
mail. Wire r:zports should bz gent only in cases Where the small red Twire
s1ip" is enclosed marked "Spacial Attention"; and in other cases whers spseial
requsst is iedé by Military Intelligence by wire or otheryise for telegrapnic
In wiring on Tar Departrent Invsstigations, use the following f orm:

.rsport.
"Military Intellizence Division,
Vashington, D, C."
(Insert naze of subject,) "Yes"; or, "Ne"; or, "Doubtful.”

{a15y) Amecrican Protsctive Leaguc.

3« Addressins Mail, =

sfe have addressed a portion of thzir correspondence to"ldlitary
énce Branch" or "General M, Churchill," and occasionally to the "Ds-
Justics.” No mail should be addrcssed by any Chisf or uember of
azus to any Departasnt or Bureau of ths Governmeni (ses Bulletin Ne.€)
rese all mail to the AVFRICAN PROTFCTIVE LTAGUF, 1537 EYF STREET, K.,
Moy, D. C. Other addresses cause confusion and delay, amdall mail
ome to us for fils numbers and distribution to the proper rarties.

@ O
-

TS o it B T
o
a0
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Respectdully,

NATION!L DIRFCTORS
A¥FRICAY PROTRCTIVE LFACUE.



NATIONAL DIRECTORS

A. M. BRIGGS, CHAIRMAN
CHARLES DANIEL.FREY
VICTOR ELTING

American Jrotective Leanue

@rganized with the Approval and Operating under the Direction of
the HUnited States Bepartment of Justice, Burean of Investigation

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1537 EYE STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C.

September 12, 1918,

EULLETIVF ¥0Q. 18.

TO ALL CHITFS OF THE AMIRICAN *ROPROTIVE LFARUE:

R e are sending you nerevith an extract from the revised
nelsctive Service Regulations in which is discussed the rules
vaich ﬁ;ll sovern the classification of individuzls engaged in
if?;ftrlcs{ ?ccupaticns, or employuents, including agriculturs,
;34C~‘~;3 decued essential eaployments under the Seleztive Ser-
rice Act.

L § - - =4 s A4 A
: flease read this extract with care so that you mey be
irujerly ;dv1eed should it hecome necessary for yoer Division
rcl%nvcstlgats claims for deferred clussification under these

e An explanatary bulletin discuesing the applicetion of
vigse rulss to officers of the Lecgus will be issued shortly,

Very truly yours,

NATIOVAL DIRFCTCRS,
AMERICAN “ROTFCTIVFE LFACUE.

S A
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Forx 1 BADGE RECORD
Application for Enrollment as a Volunteer in the

B ottin M oot .. American Jrotectine League o [Juiesomo [ oenive

@rpanized foith the Approval and @Operating under the Birection of the
Huited States Bepartment of Justice, Burean of Investination

A. M. BRIGGS, Chairman National Directors,
AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE, B P P o e LSS AR e e el )¢
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:—I beg to make application for enrollment as a Volunteer in the American Protective League, City or Division

A R e = , and for the purpose of such enrollment make the following statement:
e AL ETH RS (R 1| R e T T R T 9. Experience, if any, in military, police or governmental
AU PR S T o s R S AP cnniss service, S OI  NAMORI 3. ... ot io s e e SR
R anidencer AddrelE il de s g e SR a SR | e et m Sl vty Sk SR o £ N T
R R I R R e R S R 10. With what clubs or organizations are you affiliated?
SR S N s EE T e G S SIAE s s R L SR 2O i A e et W o Bo 7, T
6. Business Phone .......... » Rasidence Phone ...svaaeass 11, ATe, GO BATTEeARNG 1 iat toat s A et A Tl
7. With what firm or corporation .........cceceeeivennees . 12. What foreign. languages do you speak or understand?....
e e e R S e e i e g A P e g e 1 e RS e e SRR
IR G EIDMTIBAB N nsaiviaie s isis isioisiolo s sis sis)sio s miiniaiioss 13. Do you understand that you will receive no compensa-

Business experience and hiStory ........ccieeevecenss

14, 1 agree to surrender my credentials at any time upon request
of the Chief. I will notify my Chief of any change of busi-
ness or residence address.

17~8
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OATH

T, , @ member of the American Protective League,
organized with the approval and operating under the direction of the United States Department of Justice,
Bureau of Investigation, do hereby solemnly swear:

That I am a citizen of the United States of America; and that ] will uphold and defend the Constitution and
Laws of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic, and will bear true faith and allegiance to the
same at all times and in all places as a true and loyal citizen thereof.

That I will give due time and diligent attention to such service as I shall undertake to render; and that I
will execute promptly and to the best of my ability the commands of my superiors in connection therewith.

That I will in all respects observe the rulcs and regulations, present and future, of this organization; and that
I will promptly report to my superiors any and all violations thereof, and all information of every kind and
character and from whatever source derived, tending to prove hostile or disloyal acts or intentions on the part of
any person whatsoever and all other information of any kind of interest or value to the Government.

That I will not, except in the necessary performance of my duty, exhibit my credentials or disclose my
membership in this organization; and that I will not disclose to_any person other than a duly authorized Govern-
ment official or officer of this organization, facts and information coming to my knowlsdge in connection with
its work,

That the statement on the opposite side hereof, by me subscribed, is true and correct.

That 1 take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well
and faithfully discharge my duties, without reward to myself, as volunteer for the defense and preservation of
the United States of America.

So help me God.

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this. ... LB PR T e e SO | e o
Notary Public.

THIS CARD MUST NOT BE USED FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE THAN A BADGE RECORD
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Nationar Dimectons ;
= : UILETIN B0, 24
A. M. BRIGGS, CHAIRMAN EULLETR m--_..._
CHARLES DANIEL FREY 5 AR )
VICTOR ELTING PHECSENT STE8 ©R ACTIVE SERVICE

American Jrotective League

@rganized mith the Approval and Gperating under the Birection of
the United States Department of Justice, Bureau of Investigation.

IN REPLYING NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
PLEASE REFER TO 1719 H STREET N. W,
WASHINGTON. D.C.

Novezber 23, 1918.

70 ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTRCTIVE LEAGUE:

" We enclose herevith a fac-simile copy of A letter from
the Hon, T.W. Gregory, Aticrney General of the United Statel,
to the National Directcrz i the American Protective League
bearing date November Z1, 1628, Thig lsiter is 2 convineing
stétemsnt of the pres:nt reed for active and energstic service °
b? the League, Following 4the racent letter }rom A, Bruce Rielaski,
Chief of the Burcau of Investigation, it will afford 3A5°EP;th '
ansver to the question asked by many members of the League as o
whether or not there is further need for ssrvice and sacrifice on
their part,

Plecase see that each of the msmbers of your divisibn X
receives a copy of the Attorney Generalls lettar,.
Respectivlly,

NATIOVAL DTHECTORS
AMER [CAN PROTFCTIVE LEAGUE
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A M. BRIGGS, CHAirmAN

CHARLES DANIEL FREY
VIC1OR ELTING 'LIVERY OF RAIGES:
DELIVE BADGESe

Ameriran Protertiue League

@rganized with the Approval and Operating under the Direction of
the nited States Department of Justice, Burran of Innestigation.

IN REPLYING
PLEAGE REFERTO NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1719 H STREETN. W. =

WASHINGTON. D.C
November 23, 1918.

TO ALL CHIFFS OF THF AMFRICAN PROTFCTIVE LEAGUE:

National Headquarters is now making full distribution
of all badges previously ordered and is preparsd to make prompt
delivery of all additional badges ordered for officers and
members of the League,

The delays in delivery by the manufacturer are at an end
and shipments are now coming forward to us with regularity. It is
necessary, however, in order that plans for the future may be consum-
mated, that all local Chieis determine at once how many badges they
will requirs for their membership and forward the o¥ders, with proper
remittarce, to National Headquarters.

The National Directors are authorized to state that members
will be permittsd to retain their badges permanently as souvenirs of
their service in the Great War; and we trust that they will be highly
Prized by the members and their families in years to come.

In order that prompt delivery may be made, we must ask for
your ordsr at once and that you carefully comply with the iastructicas
contained in the printed Badge Bulletin dated August 15th, 1918.
Supply of Badge Record Cards and Membership Rolls will be mailed upon
request. Please specify number needed,

If your Division wishes no further deliverges, you will
Please advise us to that effect.

Respectfully,

NATIONAL DIRECTORS
AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE
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December 19, 1918.
TO ALIL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE:

By authority of the Attorney General of the United States, the National Directors present herewith the
plan for the dissolution of the American Protective League on February 1st, 1919.

The American Protective League was organized to serve the Government of the United States in the
emergency of the great war. Through the Department of Justice it has been privileged to render service
of great value to the Government in the investigation and report of enemy activities and disloyalties in all
sections ; in aiding all local and district draft boards in the enforcement of the Selective Service Law and
the apprehension of delinquents and deserters; in co-operating with the Military Intelligence Division of
the General Staff in the gathering of information of military importance and the investigation of the
character and loyalty of applicants for army commissions, for passports and for civilian service overseas ;
and in making investigations of various kinds for other Departments, boards and agencies of the Govern-
ment. Its work has been essentially war work,

With the cessation of hostilities the service of the I.eague was by no means concluded. A large number
of investigations were still pending. It was necessary that these investigations be completed in order
that the Government might determine whether or not prosecutions should be instituted against the individ-
uals charged with infractions or evasions of the war statutes. Furthermore, as the war statutes remained
in full force, the necessity for certain investigations under these statutes immediately arose.

With the disposal of these matters, however, the need for the service of the American Protective
League as a war agency is at an end. Decision must therefore be made whether or not the League shall be
continued as an auxiliary to the Department of Justice for the purpose of investigating and reporting upon
infractions and evasions of laws of the United States other than those contained in the war statutes, or
whether the League shall be dissolved. In determining this question the National Directors have conferred
repeatedly and at length with the officials of the Department of Justice and the conclusion has now been
reached that the League should be dissolved. Several considerations have impelled this decision.

It is recognized that important service might still be rendered by the organization in many ways. Alien
enemy applicants for naturalization should be investigated; fraudulent allotments should be uncovered;
delinquents and deserters not yet apprehended should be brought to justice; individuals and organizations
advocating the overthrow of government and the destruction of social order by force should be reported.
Other opportunities for service are at hand. But this work can and should be done by existing Depart-
ments of the Government. The aggregate of the work would be inconsiderable as compared with the
enormous volume of work carried on by the League during the months of the war, and would not alone
justify the maintenance of a great citizen organization in aid of the Government. Nor would the work of
the League be likely to prove as efficient as in time of war. During that period no sacrifice of time or effort
was too great for the members. Men of the highest business and professional ability made their work for
the League their first consideration without regard to personal sacrifice. Their first desire was to help win
the war. Now that the war has been gloriously won, they feel that their present duty is to take their place
in the constructive work of peace. The result has been, and will be in increasing degree, to deprive the
League in large part of its most responsible and stable officers and members. For similar reasons the
problem of finance will soon become acute, and local divisions will become embarrassed or will cease to
operate for lack of financial support.

Important as are the above considerations, there are deeper reasons for the dissolution of the League.
The members have been trained and have rendered their service as investigators. They have acted under
the direction of a Department of the Government and under their oath of office have reported infractions
of the laws of the country without fear or favor wherever they were found. The warrant for their inquiry



into the interests and activities of their fellow citizens was the existence of the national emergency. But the
war is ended and the country will soon be at peace, confronted only by those enemies internal and external
who wage their war in time of peace. In such time there is no place for organized citizen espionage. It is
contrary to the spirit of democracy. Itis dangerous in its tendencies and so might well be disastrous in its
results. So far as the American Protective League is concerned, many of its members would quite naturally
turn themselves to combating those radical movements which they consider hostile to the best interests of
their country. Certain of these movements involve political doctrines, some of which are undoubtedly
violative of our law, but others of which infringe no law. Other radical movements involve disputes
between labor and capital and the members of the League in certain sections would find themselves arrayed
upon one side or the other of controversies of this character,

The Department of Justice pursues its course free from political controversy or industrial dispute. Its
officials serve only the Government and so are able to hold themselves aloof. But the officers and members
oflthe League are active in every industry, trade and profession. As citizens they should, and do, take
part in the affairs of their respective States and of the nation. They could not, if they would, separate
themselves from active participation in such affairs. Under these circumstances it would be inevitable that
through individual activities local divisions would be drawn into political and industrial controversy and
would find themselves in the position of combating that which they might consider political heresy or indus-
trial menace, but which would nevertheless be lawful agitation which the Department of Justice could not
well oppose.

Under these circumstances the usefulness of the League as an auxiliary of the Department of Justice
would quickly become impaired and would sooner or later come to an end.

The National Directors deeply appreciate the spirit which has prompted many officers and members to
express the hope that the League be continued as a patriotic body in the future. They realize that these
expressions are born of a fine desire to serve the country in peace as well as in war. But after the dissolu-
tion of the League its members as citizens of the United States will continue to render the best of service to
the country. Their experience and training will splendidly equip them for that service, and in the years to
come as individual citizens of their respective communities they will not only afford stability in times of
agitation or unrest, but they will exert a powerful force in opposition to dangerous movements and tenden-
cies wherever they may arise. The service of the League will not end ; the League will not die. Though
formally dissolved, it will remain a potent force.

These are the considerations which in the main have prompted the decision.

We enclose herewith the prescribed plan which must be diligently followed by all local chiefs in order
that the League may be dissolved in regular order, in a manner worthy of its history and accomplishment.

Respectfully,
NATIONAL DIRECTORS
AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE.




BULLETIN No. 26-B. : PLAN OF DISSOLUTION

December 19, 1918.
TO ALIL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE:

The American Protective League will be formally dissolved on February 1st, 1919, by pronouncement
of the Attorney General of the United States and of the National Directors. From and after that date the
League will cease to exist.

In execution of the plan of dissolution you will carefully observe the following instructions:
1. All pending investigations must be diligently pursued and final report made prior to the
date of dissolution. All pending matters of every description must likewise be disposed of by
that date.

2. From and after December 31st, 1918, no new investigations or other work shall be under-
taken by the local divisions, either by reference from the Department of Justice or from any other
department or agency of the Government. All information and complaints coming to any local
division after December 31st, 1918, and prior to dissolution, shall be immediately referred to the
Special Agent of the Bureau of Investigation of the Department of Justice within whose jurisdic-
tion such local division lies.

3. On February 1st, 1919, all matters pending and undisposed of, with all papers, documents
and other records relating to the same, shall be turned over by each local division to the proper
Department Agent, and a receipt taken therefor from such Agent.

4. Upon the same date all of the books, records, files, papers, documents, indices, enrollment
cards and all other papers relating to membership and organization, and all matter in any way
connected with or relating to the work of each local division, including the original files of
investigations carried on and reports made, and the original exhibits connected therewith, shall be
delivered by each Local Chief to such Department Agent and detailed receipt taken therefor in
duplicate. One copy of such receipt shall be retained by the Local Chief, and the duplicate shall
be forwarded to National Headquarters at Washington.

5. On February 1st, 1919, each Local Chief shall notify all officers and members of his division
of the formal dissolution of the League and of the cancellation of all credentials. From and after
such date all credentials of officers and members of the League shall be void. Members will be
permitted to retain their credentials as mementos of their service, but shall be notified that any
subsequent use or display of the same under any claim of authority, either as a representative of
the American Protective League or otherwise, will be wholly unwarranted and will subject the
individual concerned to the penalties of the law. oA

6. Every Local Chief shall likewise inform his officers and members that the obligation to
treat as absolutely confidential all information acquired by them for the Government in the service
of the League will continue unbroken after dissolution ; that it will of course remain the duty of
all members as loyal citizens to uphold the Government and report all information of interest to
the Government to the proper officer ; but that their authority to investigate will be at an end.

7. All outstanding financial obligations shall be satisfied by each local division on or before
the date of dissolution. It is imperative that the League shall not be discredited by unpaid obli-
gations. While no liability attaches to National Headquarters for any obligation of local divisions
or individual members, it is the concern of the National Directors that the record of the League
shall be clean throughout the country. Any failure on the part of a local division to care for its
financial obligations will be a blemish upon the record of the service of the organization.

Any surplus funds remaining in the hands of local divisions at the date of dissolution should
be returned to the donors if equitable distribution can be made, or should be disposed of in some
other manner acceptable to the contributors.

It is of the greatest importance that each local division complete its work in a thorough and efficient
manner, so that the record made by its officers will do them credit and will at no time in the future cause
embarrassment to them or to the League. Pending investigations must be concluded so that the Govern-
ment may receive full information.

The National Directors are proud to say that the work of the local divisions of the League has been
performed in such manner as to call forth expressions of cordial thanks and approval from many of the
Departments of the Government. The National Directors have reason to believe that at the time of the disso-
lution of the League the thanks of the Government of the United States will be expressed in definite terms.

Respectfully,
NATIONAL DIRECTORS,

American Protective League AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1719 H STREET N W,
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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