
January 16, 1918.

BULLETIN NO. 1

To ALL ckl'EFS OF AiraiCAN PPOT^CTI" '̂̂ LH:y\nu^:'l

For your information and action in cooperation with

the Agents in Charge of the Bureau of Investigation of the

Department of Justice in your district, we enclose herev/ith a

copy of Cifcuiar No, 780 of the Attorney General of the United

States to all United States Attorneys, Marshals and Special.

Agents, in the matter of prosecutions under Section 6 of the

Conscription Act and Selective Service Regulations in connection

therewilfh.

In order that your action under these instructions

may be consistent with the policy and practice of the Bureau of

Investigation, you will confer at once with the Agent of the

Bureau of Investigation in Charge of your District,

Very truly yours.

National Director*

§

/



National Oinictom

A. M. BRIOG8. CHAIRMAN

CHARLES DANIEL PRBY

VICTOR KLTINO
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
IBS? EYE STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

a-l

January 36^ 1918»

gULLETIW^O, 3*

TO ALIi CHIEFS OF THE ATT'̂ rTCA?^ pnOTECTIVIT LFAGTCI

The Atiiorney Gener'^.l of the United States under
authority conferred upon him by the proclaination of the
President of the United Ptatoe, dated November 16, 1917,
made and declared General H'lxes and Regulationo^ dated
DecOTiber 31j 1917, for the re^^istration of German alien
enemieQ, and fixed the time o- such registration as the
4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th days inclusive, of February^
1918j from 6:00 A,n. to 8:00 P.M. on each of said days.

German alien enanies alone are now required to
register. Alien enemies are defined by Statute (U.S. Rev,
Stat. 4067), and for the purpose of thia registration in
clude all native6> citizens, denisens or subjects of the
German Bnpire, or of the Imperial German Government, being
males of the age of fourteen years and upwards, who are with
in the United States and not actually naturalized as American
citizens, (See Regulations Article 1, Par, 1.) Particular
definitions of alien enemies are given in the Regulations
{Article 11, A>'.

No way is provided for compelling a German Alien
enemy to register. The penalties for his failure to regis
ter or to obtain a registration card or to be found ivithout
a registration card on his person after the last day fizei
for the issuance to him of a registration card, are as set
forth in the Regulations (Article 1, Pare. 3 and 3), chiefly;
liability to arrest and detention as an alien enany-

The registration is to be carried out in munici
palities which had by the Federal census of 1910 a popula--
tion of 5,000 and over by the police department; in commun
ities having less than 5,000 population according to that
census by the local postmasters. The chief of police in
each of such cities is the chief registrar for that city,
and the postmaster in the largest city in each Federal jud
icial district is the chief registrar for the registration
in such communities of under 5,000 lnhkbitants> which are
termed in the Regulations "noniurban areas#"
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Registration Thrill be by affidavit in triplicate,
r:ade by the Gernan alien enemy, and aliened, and to be
fore the registration officer. To each affidavit will De^ -
fixed a photoGraph of the registered person, his fingerprints
and his description. One of the orig,inra -egistration
fidavits ^vith f in^er^rr ints. descr^F'^^o^ photograph, 7il^
ultimately be -^iled '"ith the Departrent of Justice; on-o
the Unned Stages Marshal for the judicial distrust; —
"ith the Chief recistrar of the district or city-

After the registration affidavits are
vision is r.ade for the issuance of a registration after
period beginning ten days and ending witn j)ux -
the last day for re^iistration in 3- r^-^^^-milar d^str
ing the lapse of tire betvreen the ^^%^®tion c-rd,
affidavit and the date of issuance of the
the :^eci8tration officers are dlrected to
of statements made by the rec,istrciTat, in c.r . if
tion to his -"resent residence and plc.ce o- emp ' issued
these ar^ found incorrect no registration card rrill .ilTUtistilTion officers are to forward the toxted
States Marshall in the several ludicial districtb rff istered.
tion so obtained in regard to -ersons required to be re£,i3terea

Coriles o-f these General Rules and °''-
• file ^ith the Aeent in Charge of the Bureau of ,
of the Department of Justice of y°"^-'̂ -® '̂̂ ^°VTnwpqtic^ation8
at 3 -ith the Atent in Charge of the Bvreau of
of the United States Departrent of Justice . Rerik---r
affoxdins all possible assistance to the various Ch-ef Regiot ..i
and United States IP-rshall in locating
and in the it^voctieation of natters connected tnerewith.

Very truly yours,

t5R''^tective league.

By

National Director/
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

1537 EYE STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

BULLETIN No. 3

February 6, 1918.
TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE:

The Attorney General of the United States and the Provost Marshal General have re
quested the American Protective League to co-operate with the Local and District Exemption
Boards throughout the United States in locating, and causing to present themselves to the
proper authority, delinquents under the Selective Service Regulations, including those classed
as deserters.

You will therefore familiarize yourself at once with the enclosed Selective Service Regu
lations. It will be the duty of the members of the League assigned to this work from time
to time to locate and cause to present themselves to the above Boards or to the proper represen
tatives of the Department of Justice: (1) those who fail to fill out and return the Question
naire; (2) those who fail to obey the order of the Local Boards to report for physical examina
tion; and (3) those who fail to obey the order of the Local Boards or of the State Adjutants
General to report for military duty. Lists of these delinquents will be furnished you by the
Local Boards, and all information on file at the Boards concerning each delinquent will be
available to you.

In the performance of this work your operatives will state that they are acting for the
Local Board at the request of the United States Department of Justice and the Provost Mar
shal General. If their authority is questioned, they will refer to the nearest Agent of the
Bureau of Investigation of the Department of Justice who has received instructions from A.
Bruce Bielaski, Chief of the Bureau of Investigation, to co-operate with you. They vdll act
with discretion and use every precaution to avoid injustice to any individuaL

The Provost Marshal General by special bulletin has requested all Governors of States,
State Adjutants General, and Local and District Boards throughout the entire country to co
operate with the American Protective League in this work.

When a delinquent is found the operative will instruct him to present himself forthwith
to the proper Exemption Board or to the Department of Justice, and will accompany him to
such Board or to the Department. If he refuses to go, or if in the opinion of the operative
he should be placed under arrest to prevent escape or a failure to appear, the operative will com
municate at once with the proper State or Federal officer, reporting the facts with a request
for immediate action, so that the arrest may be effected in accordance with law.

For your further guidance the following detailed instructions are given:

3-/



(1) DELINQUENTS WHO ARE NOT DESERTERS:

You will first procure from your Local Board forms 1012 P. M. G. O. (blank form shown
on page 159 of the Selective Service Regulations), filled out in accordance with Section 130 of
the Selective Service Regulations, giving you all necessary information as to each person who
has failed to submit a questionnaire or to report for physical examination.

You will then cause the investigations to be promptly made, and will within five days sub
mit to the Local Board in accordance with Section 130 the complete list of delinquents, show
ing those whom you have been unable to locate and those who have been located and have
been delivered to the Local Board or to the Department of Justice. However, after submitting
your report to the Board, you should continue eiTorts to locate and dispose of every delinquent
in your territory.

Delinquents who failed to fill out questionnaires, upon being brought before the Local
Boards, should be given opportunity to fill out questionnaires; and those who became delin
quent by failing to appear for physical examination, should be thereupon examined physically.
When any such delinquent has filled out his questionnaire or has been examined ph5rsically
you need take no further action with respect to him. The Department of Justice usually does
not desire to prosecute persons who fail to submit their questionnaires or to report for physical
examination unless it clearly appears that the delinquency is vidllful. If you believe that in a
given case the registrant was attempting to evade military service, you should report all of the
available facts in the case to the proper representatives of the Bureau of Investigation, De
partment of Justice.

You are informed that under the Selective Service Regulations there is no method pro
vided by which you can ascertain when an individual shown on Form 1012 to be a delinquent
becomes a deserter, except by inquiring of the State Adjutant General, unless some arrange
ment is made by you with the office of the State Adjutant General whereby you will be notified
promptly of the names of all persons becoming deserters by the process above described.

(2) DELINQUENTS WHO ARE DESERTERS:

A. While the delinquents referred to in Part I above have violated Section 6 of the Se
lective Service Act, they are not in the military service and therefore cannot have committed
against military law the offense of desertion. The Local Boards report on Form 1013, P. M.
G. O. (form shown on page 160, S. S. R.) to the Adjutant General of the State the delinquents
defined above in Part I, as provided in Section 133 of the Selective Service Regulations. Upon
receipt of these forms, the State Adjutant General will notify delinquents to report to him for
instructions by mail, telegraph, or in person at a day and hour named therein, which day and
hour shall not be less than ten days from the day of notice. From and after the day and hour
named therein, such delinquents are in the military service. If they fail so to report to the
State Adjutant General they are deserters, and should be apprehended and taken before
nearby Local Boards, preferably their own, in accordance with Section 51 of the Selective
Service Regulations.

B- Registrants may become deserters in another manner. Registrants who have sub
mitted questionnaires and have been examined physically sometimes fail to report for military
duty when ordered to do so by Local Boards, in accordance with Section 157 of the Selective
Service Regulations. From and after the day and hour specified in the orders sent by Local
Boards to registrants to report for military duty on Form 1028 (page 177, S. S. R.), the reg
istrants are in the military service. Being in che military service and subject to military law,
if they fail to report to the Board at the time specified, or if they thereafter absent tJiemselves
from their post of duty, they have committed the offense of desertion, and should be taken
before Local Boards in accordance with Sections 140 and 51 of the Selective Service Regu-



lations, in order that the Board may determine whether the offense was willful and committed
with an intent to evade military service.

The Local Boards will report deserters of this kind to you on Form 1012 P. M. G. O. (page
159, S. S. R.). This form is also used, as explained above, for the report of persons who failed
to submit questionnaires or to report for physical examination, but a special designation on
the card will state whether the registrant is a delinquent or a deserter.

The la)mian*s idea of a deserter is a man who has actually been mustered into the military
service, has worn the uniform of either the Army or the Navy, has performed military duty,
and has absented himself from his post of duty without leave with the intent permanently to
evade military service. While the Government is interested in apprehending this kind of de
serter, you should distinguish between this class of deserters and those who by reason of their
failure to comply with the Selective Service Law and Regulations have become National Army
deserters. Your duty is primarily to locate and cause to present themselves to the proper
authority delinquents and deserters under the Selective Service Law.

You will immediately install a filing system, on a 3J/^"x5" card, of all delinquents and
deserters under the Selective Service Law. These cards should be filed alphabetically under
each Local Board.

You will then provide two files or drawers, the first being keyed "Delinquents" and the
second "Deserters" as outlined above. It is suggested, because of there being two forms of de
linquents, one a person failing to file his questionnaire and the other a person failing to appear
for physical examination, that you keep these two classes clearly apart by the use of cards of
different color. This same colored card sjrstem should be installed in your "Deserter" file or
drawer because of the fact that there are two forms of deserters, first, the person who fails to
respond to the order of the Adjutant General, and second, the person who fails to appear at his
Local Exemption Board for military service.

This record will be installed not only for your convenience, but will become your sole rec
ord of cases, except those of willful violation where in your opinion prosecution should be con
sidered. These latter cases should be written up in detail, with a full statement of the facts, and
turned over to the Agent in Charge of the Bureau of Investigation, who, in turn, will place
them in the hands of the District Attorney. This index file will also be a permanent record
in your office which will be the basis for reports which we will ask of you from time to time.

While it is possible that the operatives would be entitled legally to collect the reward of
Fifty Dollars for each deserter apprehended and delivered to the proper authorities, it is not
regarded as desirable, in view of our patriotic enlistment in the service of our Government, that
our operatives collect such rewards. This view is further supported by the fact that in most
instances, the information leading to the apprehension of the deserter comes by reason of
membership in the League. You will, therefore, advise your members that they shall on no
account either claim or collect such reward or profit by any arrangement whereby some person
not connected with this organization shall collect it.

Very truly yours

AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE

National Director

3'^



National Dirictor*

A. M. BRioos, Chairman

CHARLES DANIEL FRKV

VICTOR CLTiNa
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS February 31, 191S.
^ t8S7 EYE STREET N.W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

BULLETIN NO. 4.

TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AflERICAN .P-ROTSCTIVE LEAGUE:

•'^ithin the past week 3'ou have received Bulietiji -No^.3
issued from National Headqiiarters sig-n'ed by the writer^ in
which the Attorney General of the United States arid the Pro
vost Marshal General requested the.American Protective League
to cooperate wriih the local cfnd district exemption boards
throughout the United States in locating and causing.to present
themselves to the pro^^er authorities delinquents under the Sel
ective Service Regulations, including those classed as deserters.

Included in, the .same envelope was a bulletin addressed
to all Special Agents, Special Employees and Local Officers un—
der date of February 3th, signed by A. Bruce Bielaski, Chief of
the Bureau of Investigation; also a communication under date of
February 7th directed to the Governors (of air States) signed,
by E. H, CrowderProvost'Marshal General. The Provost Marshal
General's bulletin states: "Wjxi you -please urp;e ec.ch' Local
Board in vour State to utilize the 5er'"-ice3 of-the meinbers of
this Or^canization to the fullest extent. If this is' doti'e there
13 no doubt that the results will be hif;hly satisfacto'ry and
jhat invaluable aid will be rendered by those patriotic citizens
during this emergency." ^

The Governors, Adjutants General, or Army Offic'ers in
Charge of the Selective Draft System in each State may desire
to commi^iqate directly with the local chiefs of the American
^ro tective League in cases of emergency 'vith the rsq\:e^t t,;..:
they make investigations of special cases independent of the

Boards. For that reason it is necessary that the
oiMcial in ch?rge have your address and a complete outline of
the territory covered by your division.,

_ ••S'he-fetlon0.1 Directors have therefore announced the
loiiowihg plan: You will communicate immediately with

of the Selective Draft System an your sxate, giving him your
mailing ad^eas. _i"ill you also please advise him with regard
to how much of the" surrbnndii^g territory you 'rill undertake to
coyer with your organization in the specific-":jriatter to Thich
this co^unication refers? Please consider carefully your
means of transportation, etcetera, ar^ .i^iclude in your state-

® territory as possible. This definition of terri-tempor«^ry and applies only to thematter of enforcement of the Selective Service Regulations.

_ who is in complete charge
in your State, giving him your
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Bulletin No. 4 - Page 2

You 'ill accept request.. from the officer named
above as being authorized by this /ffice, and v^/ill in each
instance render all possible as^-i ^ance to brin^ about the
results desired by hin:. You 7/ill please turn over tivo
carbon copies of tha compljte information in each investiga
tion to your nearest Dapartwent of Justice Agent, Informing
the above named ^electiv-; Service official of your action and
giving him the original copy.

Your immediate attention to this matter ^"^ill
greatly appreciated by the provost General, the official in
charge of the enforcement of the Selective Service Regulations
in your State, and by tho National Directors.

Yours very truly,

AMERICAN ^ROTECTIT^E LEAGUE

National Director

(Form to be followed in addressint- the above named officer)

AT THE REQUEST 0" THE PROVOST VAP.SiAL GENERAL AND UNDER
iNSTRUCTlOrTS FRO*' THE NATIONAL HT:A 3Q,0ARTERS OF THE AHFRIGAN
PROTECTIVE LEAGU7., I GIVE YOU H?RE''ITH THE NAItF AND ADDRESS,
AND A D"SCRIPTICi'J OF THE T'^RPITOHY ^'-TICH I A?f HELPING TO
CARE FOR ^ITH THIS DI^^SION-

I

John Smith
536 ITain Streotm
Kansas City, Ko-

List of toTms, or
description of territory^

^ ••

1
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTER*

I5S7 KYB 8TREKT N. W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

Mar. 18, 1918,

BULLETIF MO. 5.

. TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE:

At the request of the "Har Department, the American Protective
League has undertaken to procure for that Department for immediate use
for Intelligence purposes, photographs, drawings and descriptions of
bridges, buildings, towns and localities now occupied by the German
forces in Prance, Belgium and Luxembourg and likewise in that portion
of Germany lying V/est of a line running North and South through Hamburg#
The entire organization of the League throughout the country will be em
ployed in this work in order that a large result may be obtained.

; You will proceed at once to solicit through your organization,
and in such othsr ways as commend themselves to you, all of the above
material, including pi6"t>.isre postals, photographs, half-tone reproduc**

% tions, and other illustrative matter.

The follov.ring methods \7ill be found effective:

1« Wide publicity through the local press to the fact that the
War Departraent has requested the American Protective League to
procure the above material from citizens throughout the country^
The newspapers may invite citizens to make diligent search for
such material, and to deliver it in person or by mail to a des
ignated individual or office in your community, TT^iich may or
may not be the local headquarters of the League#

2. Your leading newspapers will have in their library files or
"morgue" a considerable amount of the material above described*
They t^ill doubtless be willing to g3.ve you originals or copies
of these as a patriotic contribution. This will likevrise'"be
true of lecture bureaus, art dealers, art schools, comiaercial
art establishments, and municipal libraries#

3, In order to avoid the disclosure of the personnel of your
local organization, you may organize a special commi'ttee of
citizens for the purpose; and you may enlist the services of
Boy Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, and other organizations. The
wo'ic should be done, however, in the name of the Americsin Pro
tective League, under your direction as Chief, as the organ- ..
ization directly responsible for it.

1

s-l



BULLKTIN NO- 5. Pa^e 2.

4. The active assistance of residents of your
community who have resided or traveled in the
countries indicated may be enlisted* They in
turn may procixre such material from acquaint
ances residing elswhere,

A large quantity of material is desired and may be ship
ped without sorting or without any attempt to avoid d\;iplication
Many copies of the same objeot may be desirable in special in
stances.

It will not be practicab?e to return the material to the
contributors. It vrill be a giit to the Government.

This is a service which the American Protective League ie
peculiarly qualified to rendei in view of i^s wide-spread or
ganization, but the tote,l of the service will depend upon the
diligence with which ea.ch local branch does its part.

All material should be shipped by you in convenient in
stallments as received by parcel post or express to COLONEL
A. B« COXK, 1330 F St., H, W., Washington, D. C.

Please copy the contents of this biilletin and place a
copy in the hands of each member of your organization and of
each local newspaper*

Respectfully,

NATIONAL DIRECTORS,
AVIERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE

BY

Captain, U. S. N. A.



National DiHKcrefiS ^ -
Fotm 311.

A. M. BRI008. Chairmam

CHARLES DANIEL PRKV

VICTOR ELTINO

Am^nratt prot^rttuf
<®rgantze5 miilj tfyp Approoal anft (§}jprattttg uit&er tl?p Sirfrlionof
% Hnite& &talpa Sptiailtttfitt of iuHtire, ®urrau of SnoMttgatton

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1587 EYE STREET N. W.

WA8HINOTON. D. C.

gULlSTIN rO, 6 .

TO ALL CPTIEFr OF -'\>^^ICAN ^HOT^-CTIVli: LE/GUE:

the growth of the FAtionc.l Orgp-nization the ne
cessity for ^-stabl ishing rules of practice to be followed by all
Branches has becorie increasingly a-oarent. Many cc»nplications
have arisen whici.. 'jould have been >•- itirely avoided by the exist
ence and observarf^e of such rules, .nd much delay in correspond
ence has been suffered by Local Brr ches through the same cause.

The National Directors ... s therefore established
the following rules;

1. No Local Chief shall write directly to any Department
or Bureau of the Government, other than to the Special Agent of
the Bureau of Investigation of his district, upon any matter con
nected T7ith the work of the Lea';vue. Every comir.unication to such
Department or Bureau upon League stationery or signed by the Lo
cal Chief shall be sent to these H-^adquarters for transmittal by
us to the proper Department or Bureau* -Every communication of
such character will be given prompt attention and immedicite ac
knowledgment .

3. Every report returned by you to National Headquarters,
particularly upon an Arr.y or Red Cross investigation, shall be
signed by the investigator in hie own na,me with his number, and
shall be countersic.ned by the Chief of the Local Branch, the
initials "A.P.L." v^ith the name of the City and State appearing
below the name of the Chief.

3. All rej)orts on cases sert to NatioBul Headquarters
to be tran3nii''^ted to other offices -ic.ll be sent in duplicate
or (triplicate if the case requires) in order thp.t a sufficient
number of oopleo mB.y be on hand to e transmitted to other
branches. In cases where addition?, information from other
cities is require^., by you to comple s your files, the above me
thod will greatly expedite the letx. n of such information,

4. Local Chiefs must carefu. follow all letters of
instruction from ine National Headq; -^ters. If this be done
standard methods of operation will • promptly established
throughout the Organization*

Respectfully,

NATIONAL DIRECTORS
A!*ER rCAN PROrEC T LEA CITE
3Y

VE:S
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

tBS7 EYE STRECT N. W.

WASHINOTON, D. C. JunC 34, 19X8.

TO ALL CHI5TS OF TKB! /-!*ERTCA» I9WTE0Tmr LEACUS:

Ton are Informed that all indl^lduale desiring to enter
the zon® of military operations abroad for any service lnclu<iing

Cto88> Y.M.C.Ar, Kni^hte of Columbus and civilian employn-ent
muet >>« approved by the War Departinent In ad^'fince of sailing. The
r^aaon for this regulation is thsit all auch persons upon reaching
the 2one of military operatio»9 cooe under the direct control of
the military authoritiea, The American Protective LeaiUe is n:;al£-
in^ certain investigations for tijo ^ar Depaxtnent in this connect
ion.

The follO'vinE rule« 'vili be strictly observed by all
officers and reenbsrs of the L'sa&ue^

^o Chief shall hereafter undertff.ke any investigation of
the character and lovalty of ^'.pplicant for rorei/-n eervi^ In.
connec-llon ••ith the Ked Cross. Y/It.C.AKnl. htg o"f Colurfcug, or
other pr?-yiization at the direct reciueat of ^ny National Qr_loc^I
officer of such crfeapizationa.

2^ The request for all investigations of auoh cl^aracter sh^.i;
be Issued to the local chiefs by the National iJirectors of the Ap;-
erioan Protective League at iPaehirtgtoni. artd all rf5--»ort3 upon such
invaati^ationa shall be rar-'de to the National Directors at ^asMrjr-
ton in accordance with present methods of coininimieation'

3. No Chiefs officer or member of a local branch shall al'
or deny the fact that any investication Of such character ' :-5 f'.
OT has at any time been, conducted by hie divisiop. All inv^:^tigj*-
ttons rill hereafter be made under oo^er for the ^ar Der^p.rtmert and
all inquiries •rith reference the-^eto, however urgent or insistent,
shall be referred to the *^aT Department at •''Washington. It is not
to be known by the officials of a^ of ortani^^tione %ha.t the
American Protecti^'e Ler;_;^ue is the agency conducting the inveatiga--
tion. All investigations will bs absolutely impersonal $o fa-t
the record is concerned and so far as responsibility for the ap
proval or• disapproval of the a-^plication for passport i& involved.

-(•

In this manner the ^rt of the Leagvie can be carried on
without embarraeement, and irith justice to the country and to the
individual,

KATIORAL 0IREOT(mS
ilMISIOAH PRO^EPTP'E
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BULLETIN NO. 9.
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1897 EYE STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C.

xSld*

TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTITE LEAGUE:

The Provost ^toshal General has sent -uo the Urafi
Executives in all States a general letter referring to the
valuable assistance which the American Prptective Lea^e is
giving in apprehending delinquents and deserters and in in
vestigating other matters connected with the draft. The let
ter states that in order that the League may do its uork ef
ficiently it is necessary lit hat the menbers be advised of the
various amendments to and the interpretations of the Select
ive Service Law and Regialations; and the Provost Marshal Gen
eral requests the Draft Executives to place the names of all
Chiefs of the American Protective League in their respective
States upon their mailing list and to forward to such Chiefs
copies of all general instructions, intrepretations and amend
ments of the Selective Service Law and Regulations except
those v/hich are regarded by the Dr^ft Executives as confiden
tial or obviously unnecessary im connection "ivith the work of
the League.

In furtherance of this plan we are today forwarding
to all Draft Executives the names of our Local Chiefs in their
respective States, and vrs will from time to time malce correc
tions of these lists.

It is absolutely nsceasary that the local Chiefs
and members of the League be fully informed upon the details
of the administration of the Selective Service Law and Regu
lations- Changes in the law and in its interpretation con
stantly change the status of many individuals, and definite
information on the part of League members is a prerequisite
for competent service. Members assigned to this work must
be as.well informed on such matters as are members of the
local draft boards with whom they are in frequent contact.

You will therefore study with care all of the in
structions, interpretations and amendments of the Selective
Service Law and Regiilations sent to you day by day by the
Oraft Executive of your State, and will exhibit the same for
like study to all members of your organization assigned to
this work» Wherever feasible copies should be made for their
use.

NATIONAL DIRECTORS
.•AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE.^
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1887 EYE STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

June 12, 1918-

T: C? 5FS OF THE AlfFRICAN PnOTBCTXVE LEAGUE:

ou v^ere ad^j-ised in 0ulletin No.7 of the inatailatioi'^
of Di .'i; ion of the American Protective League in the Militar;
-ntelli;;£-. ce Branch of the War Department at ^^ashii^ctrm, v-hich
i)ivision is in charge of all investigations referred to the
League by the War Department in general army mattore and in mat
er® involving Red Cros^, Y.K.C.A., Knights of ColumbuQj civiliari
employes, and other individuals who are applicants fpr paesporte.

You were like^viss advised of the special arrangement
V7hereby all such tele^rcwp-g in ^xt Dopartraent r.atters vrould be
sent as War Department telesrajne, signed "R-H.Van Deman", and
paid fpr by the War Depart>3.3rit,

You are now advised that Colonql R. H. Van Deman has
been order-id to Frp.nce, and that Lieutenant Colonel M. Churchill,
F.A,, N.A., has been designated Chief of the Military Intelli-
s^ence ^lanch as the succe33or to Colonel Van Deman.

.^ereafter al^ teleRra.ms ci the above oh^raoter rill
aifcred ChurchilJ" inst cad of "H >H.Var.'. Denian>"

£ -i t ^leprars, letters, pr_ nioait letters in renlv
fibov •_ tel::;p;rarns should sent you Gf>vqrnmeTit 9'

^£ct i provi '.ed the f ollor. inj^ dir actions are strictly obg^rvad"
1» A-1 such mecjsagas must be addressed to "j-Iilitar-^- ).n~"

tellirenoe T-anch, ^a3hin.c:.tori*" This address must be u-ooa In
all Ccises'.

3. The telegrams must be endorsed "Official Business Gc
ernmsnt rate collect."

3. Yr .ir telegrams Til.l in all casc;5 be signsd " t:
Protect jv3 League" and you will not si^n your individual*na*ne.
IX is""SeiT able that the identity of the individual sender of
ai:! tclegrr'Tis remain unHiov/n,

' ou will undoiv^tand that this arrang-^ment has to do
®niy nith .he ^ar Department telegrams, and that in no case can
uhe fraiik be used for ether purposes. All mail conmunications
or ••/ires rolating to othtr subjects muot be p.ddresbed tc> Nation: *
Headc^u^rt rx^s, 1537 Eye St., N. V., Washington, D. C., as hereto
fore,

This letter ^ vour authority fgT_
for e^oin:!: mes3a£:es co 11e'5, go rornment' rate; arfd
hi bit it to your local ,t_f L^grj^.^h _for _s^r:n
car efpj"to follow instruoiTions closel'j^ ^~n all cases7 """

ITATIONAL DIHi^CTOIiS
AHI/RICAH protective LEAGUE

• BY
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

1587 EYE STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

June 21, 1918.

TO ALL CHIEFS OF THF AMFRICAN TOTFCTIVF LFACHIE^

We have lately been in conference with officials of the United
States Shipping Board looking to a plan of cooperation whereby imoraation
gathered by cur Local Divisions in connection both with ship building and
with the operation, sale and transfer of ships will be made available to
the Slipping Board; and whereby on request we shall make investigations
of similar matters.

In part performance of this undertaking on our part you are in
structed as follows:

1. You will promptly rep-ort in the manner below set forth any in
formation you may obtain regarding irregularities in connection with the
following subjectsj (a) charter of vessels; (b) sale of vessels not involv
ing change of registry; (c) sale of vessels involving transfer to foreign
flags; (d) all transfers to foreign flags; (e) all applications for sale
or transfer of registry planned or submitted to the United States Shipping
Board; (f) any alleged improper influence brought to bear in connection
with such sales or transfers; (g) all acts of disloyalty or expressions
of disloyal sentiments attributed to the men or officers engaged in the
operation of ships under American registry; (h) all other facts tending
to prove wrong doing in connection with the operation, sale or transfer
of ships.

2. Such reports will be .lade by you in the usual form and delivered
to your local agent of the Bureau of Investigation of the Department of
Justice. Two copies of each report will be forwarded by you to National
Headquarters, 1537 Eye Street, N. v;, ^ Washington, D, C» One of these
copies will be delivered by us to the Chief Intelligence Officer of the
U, S. Shipping Board; and the other copy will be retained in our master
file,

3f In order to render efficient service in this important branch of
Government work, you will proceed at once to develop your organization
to the fullest extent throughout all ship yards, harbors and water fronts^
and in all marine brokerage, insurance and other agencies.

Respectfully,

WATIONAL riPFCTORS

A?ftT^XCAN -^^OTFCTIVF LFAGUF.

B
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

ieS7 KYB STREKT N. W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

Jiily 1^, 191^*

H

BITLLETIK

TO ALt CHIEFS OF THE AMJ?KIC:'N '̂P.r.'V'̂ CTTV^ I.ITAOTJE:

Supplwnenting Bulletin No. II ci" .-Tune 21, 1918 you
are advised that the National Directors undertaken to
to the United States Shipping Boaxd the fuilect possible iniorma-
tion upon the following subjects:

(a) All naturalized citizwis of Gerpiaiij Austrian, Hungar
ian, Bulgarian, or Ttirkish birth ^ho are efst^loyed on AraericaTi
ehip6.

(b) All naturalised citizens of German, Austrian, Hungir-
ian, Bulgarian, or Turkish birth ^vho have any poaition that ha.B
to do 'Tith shipping or through T^hich information could be ob-r
tained in ref^;ard to the emplo^nnent or raovec'.ent of ships-

The United States Shipping Boc^.rd informs us that this
information ivill be of £^reat cer^'-ice and you rrill thereicre
make every effort throu^.h ycxir orj^anization to identify these
individuals^

The reporte will be made by you in the usual form an(J
delivered to your local ai_,3nt of the Bii.rea-u of Investi^a"!. ion of
the Department of Justice- Tr^o copieg of each rsport •''ill ^
for-warded by you to Nationcil Heao.Qrarters, 1557 E^ '̂.e St r ef_t ^
^aehinr.ton. D. C. One of the^^e copies ivill be delivered by us to
the Chief Intelligence Officer of the IK S. Shipping Board; and
the other copy will be ret^.ined in our master file.

Respectfully,

NA'^XrJNAL DTRHtfTOHS.AMERICAN T^HOT^^CTIVii: LSAr-UE. ^
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July 18, 191G.

TO ALL CHIEPS OF THE iillSRICAl^ PHOTEOdVi: LEACtUS;

The ITc-tionnl Directors are in roccipt from day to day of
3iumerous *3crsonal cn.llc; and connunlcations ^roiH officorK and mcrn-
"bcTS of tl-o League asliir;^ advics or aBRictancc izi ccr.iioc cioii^v-iGli
private matters# -ThOiLiO roo'<icstG covor a ^'ory ".;iaG rai^r..-, and m—
elude rcQ.uosts for ±TJsCT::\-'̂ :o?.cr. rc£,aralii£; corxiassaor-s in various
"branches of the service; for the statas of applications lor pa3S»-
ports; for letters of rccoririiondation; .:cr advico as to v-ar \/crlc;
and a groat variety of other matters.

It would "bo a real plersure for "he ITational Directors, and
for everj^ mcmher of the at ITational Eoadou€irt--jrs,
to continue to Give personal attention to 'cicso rc^ueij^t ^ad to
-afford tlio callers and writers the "bencxit 01 every assisoaace ^
in oar po';/eri "iVe aro ^'ratified "Co laio"*.? that '.."o have hoen able lo
render roal aid in many instances in tho past.^ But tnoso calls
upon us have now so increased in volume that iw is piiysically iia—
possible for the momhers of the organization at i;ational Head-
cuarters to {j;ive attention to t'lcrn. The staff in w'ashin.^;ton is
not lar^e and evei-y nemhcr is ta::cd to the xitno:jt to ti.ispot-o of
the iiir:ortant husinoss ox the Loacuo- Under th:)Ge circunstances
the rational Directors are reluctantly forcod to anno'^aico the rale
th-.t hereafter no rerucsts of this chr.racter can Jo conrpliod \7ith»
In order that justice niay he done to all our menhors, and no^ spec-.
ial favors i^'ranted to any,- the onforcenent of t.ae rule v'lll oc ^^en*
oral and no exceptions v/ill he mado lender any circumstances.

v;o trust that all nenhers will appreciate the necessity lor
this rulins/ and will realise that our failure to interviev; theso
callers and to reply to these cocununications is not indicative of
any \:ant of courtesy or cordiality on our part or on the part of
any member of the ori^ajiisation at X'^ational lleadcuartcxs.

HAT lOl^AX Jj IREGTORS
iJvIERIOiJT i:-^0T30TI'/2 LEJ.GUE.

L^asaLs
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1537 CYE STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

July 13> 1913,

TO ALL CHIEFS OF '̂ HE Ai'̂ T^ICAF •'~H '̂"''E'CTr^K:

FroT:-: time to time articled Uve arps?-r-^d in the p^iblic r^eas
in diLiferent parts cf the country contciinin,^ r c-f ^raraas to tne

American Protective Let^i-'ue .•na ^^o_cV. icv^ nrr;.5-upsrG

likewise printed he-ft, imd e-'.itorj.a: e in ccaiioctioa vAth

local hapr^ninge containing liky tefcrunceQ. The H&tion^l Directors

deem, it of great importance that thay be kepi, in^.clooe touch ^;ith

axiy piil^licity accorded thu Le'vue th-ovOv-u-*- the ccuntj-^ , Y.-a nre

therefore directed Iq thl3 of_ a>;jv
SLlQh in vci^ ic'^l rjl^ lo the
Agiarioan Prct.'ict ive Le:-t or uo i te uc t!•? iti ea.

VThile the officers ^.nd members of I,ea;.ve -:or'k under

cover in the field, it is &ntirely peeper "'.hat every corrxiunity be

a..vi,36d of the existe^nce of the' Le^:-,ue and cf the fao.t tb:-it a

local branch of the Leaoue la e«tablirhsd r.,no iM rctive c-'eraticn.

Jnaer' tio oirciimstancee ho*"ev3T, should'6-ny c.etwil cx "'̂ ethod^ of

operation be published.

Any local Chief ray alyc, in his discretion., c.lve publicity
^0 tae fact that he occupies euch a. pc.iltior. It ie believed, hoT.'-^
ever, that in moot districts it is deeirabie thp.t every rreir.ber of

the ori^anizatdon, inoludin.^ th6 Chief, under cover,

DIRECTORS
; AHiSF'ICAl-r 't^OTTCCTXVE LKACrE,

)3



National OiRicTeiia

A. M. BRIGOS, CHAIRMAN

criARLES DANIEL PRKY
VICTOR CLTINO

B^'LLrTIF 15.

Am^rtran Prnt^rtiut
Organize?* mitlj ti)^ Apprnttal anb (^ptrattttg uit&rr tlfs iirrrtion of
tlfp Mxntsh States §r|]artmetit nf ifuatir?. ISur^au nf Jnaefitigatinn

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
15S7 EYE STREET N.W.

WASHINQTON. D. C.

July 18, 1918.

TO ALL C^^IEFS OF THE A?'KRIGA^^ ^roTECTIVE LEAGUE:

The National Directors are advised that certain local

branches ha""e enrcllsd r/omen as rter.ibers of the Ain'^rican Protec

tive League and have issued to the''' full credentials ae s"uch.

After g,ivin-g'full consideration to \he q^^estion of policy in

volved, and intervievjing ina,r.y off; era a.nd members of the League

from different parts of the ccunt the National Directors have

adopted the rule "*.hat the ner."t'3r3r...p of the Lea(-ue vill be .here

after confined to no.le citizens ci the United Sta'tes of lej^fl

aee; and that ivomen shall net be eli^jible for r.embership.

In making this^ ruling; the Nationa,! Directors are mind

ful of the fact that mciny rronien are exc rf tionally quiilified for

service in the Lear,ue. It is a inrvtter of reG"ret the.t such -vomeii

must be "barred from cictive rnenbership, but the decision has been

controlled by certain broad con-sider^^tions of policy.

national D^^ECTORS
• AF5n^IC/-N PrOTECTIVE LEACUE.

•feag:v
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
f8S7 EYE STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON. D.C. AugUSt 16, 191S-

TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AJOTICAW r"OT£:C'"iVE LEAGUE:

The National Directors deefiy appreciate^the great Y^rk
Tsrhich the local divisions are doing ij" army investigations and in
thoee having to do "ith applicants it> • foreign service in connect
ion v;ith the Y.M.C.A., Ked Crocfi and ther or£,;anizations. The
l^ar Dep?.rt!iient and '"he other ot^anizal ions have repeatedly ex
pressed their gratitude fcr the sert'"i;e- Fe realize that these
cases are i7ian3'' tinie^ burdenecriie to th local divisions and lack
tnafc interest and excitement i^rhich att Is the investigation cf
disloyalties and alien eneir.y activity . - The members cf the Leag
ue T.u3t realize however tl" t the '."crJ' ' supreme importance^
and that xzhile a single c*- 6 rx.y eeei*. unimportant in itself yet
the aggregate cf ^-^ll the Cc ses thrcu^.hout the country is so large
and Its ir.^pcrtance so great thcVt it f'ill ra.nk as one cf the great
est pieces of r;ar T7ork done by any crgani2aticn in the country.

The greatest pa.rt of this "'^rk has been performed by the
local divisions quickly and effectively- In a considerable niimber
cf local divisions hovrever the "^ork iiae been allcv/ed to lag so that
reports have been delayed and have been incomplete and unsatisfac-
tcry. In varicus cases the ^ar Department hc.s felt obliged to call
our attention to the deficiencies in these reports.

The National Directors are therefore compelled to direct
you to strictly observe the fcl'^ov/ing rules:

1. The investigations and repcrts must be made promptly•
3. The Questionnaire form must oe followed so that detailed

information is contained in the report. The names of the persons
interviewed jiust be given and their ir dividual opinions of the ap
plicant r.Uit be sepcrately set forth. ^ ^ ,

3- Fven though the loca.1 chief "r the investigator may be
perscnally acquainted ^ith the person ^.lider investigation,

. nevertheleea necessary that other per- ^ns be interviewed ana the
cpinicns of such perocns incorporated n the report. The state-
r,ent cf the investig^;tor alone is not oeemed sufficient by the ^ar
Le-oartrr.ent. _ ^ ^ 4.v«

4. U-is. deerred neceasary by th ""ar Department to ha\e the
.Jfavcraole-ijPi-Rions cf at least three i ormants to affirmatively
'^ts-Uisai ^dlfidividual's loyalty, inti^rity and moral character.

- "•* NATIONAL PIRFICTORS
" americar protective league.
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1587 EYE STREET N.W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

Stfpteniber 4, 19184

Chiefs Local Division^
An;5rican Protective League,

Bear Sir:

In rjrlTar Penart-T.ant Character and Loyalty Heuorts.

In order to eliminate unnecessary correspondence — especially letters ask
ing, for additional reports and to correct some misujideretaading oi in
structions in for:r.gr bulletins^ your attention is called to the follc'Vin^:

1- ^cnn and contents of reportst

Ycu are to interview only the rofereiices or individuals whose addressee are
within your city or terriotry^ and such oth^r persons within that territory
as ycu decide, .ray be able to £ive you information enabling you to .lake a
coiKpl'jte and detailed report on the party under investigation, The Depart-
.•T£.ntg of the Government .-for whom we are .raking investi^-ations want unbiased
reports. A-plicants for positions or commissions usually sive th-ir closcro^
friends as references; ther«fore^ in order to ^et an unbiased report^ it is
advisable that you intsrvie'-v not only their references ^iven^ but ethers "who
know the subject under investij^atior in social or business life. It is bu?.^
tested that in all ca^js tn-o or three persons be interviewed ^Tho arj xxvan as
reierinces^ and alao an equal number be interviewed ''.ho huve not been :,iven
as rcfvrences>

In .rany casss questionnaires or reports have been returned sho'vin?^ tr.it tue
infor.ration therein contained 'vas based solely upon tha Chief's or investi
gator's personal knoTled^e of the subject under investigation. The 'ar De-
partTixnt has callsd our attention to this particular pointy and are di
rected by the Departxent to advise all of our Chiefs th^t the reports iLide
ir. this *vay are not sufficient. It is necessary that references and ether
pr^rties be interviewed, as herein directed.

l;i£ Department re^iuires that three ^ mpr^ persons jc§ interyi^3^« •

In .:.aking Te^'brts the names of the parties interviewed iuist be $;iveri in au»
** ^ver to interro^Bitivd "11" of the stionn^tire, &nd also in answer to in-

t4rro^atiy^l2"; also in addition^ in ans-vering interro^^ative "12", tne
S-'-' 9'ibdta?.ca o:-th« inforrcatien cbtainc»d froiL each person interviewed nsust bs
' under'thsii^ respective najtes.

" crts ^ wir^.

In 'itony cases, prrliminary reports h:.ve been nE.de by wire, detailed

( Vi.i-: -.iVe



Bulletin #17——page two»

raports by nail have not followed. These subsequent detailed reports are
absolutely necessary, In svery case we must have on file and furnish to the
Depart.T.snt of tha Gcvsrnraent for whoni the investigation is raade a reccrt in
writing signed by tha party makins the invs3tii:,ation. Tou iOist therefore

*&ee that detailed reports are $o furnished, regardless oi whether or not
a telegram has been sent,

Thers seeris to have been sorse inisunderstanding on the part of certaij) Chiefs
as to xhut class ci r^jports should be iLade by vrire 'A'ith details to follow oy
'.2ail. Ire Tck'^^ts snculd b^; a?nt only in casgs where the s.i^ll red j^r-ire
slip" aficloeed irxirked '^Special Attention"; ai^d in other cases v.here sp=wial
reci"a=rst is .>ds Iry Military Intollifisncs by 'vire or other'vise for t6le£.raphic

.report. In Tiring on 7'ar D~pdrt.?;ent InV53ti:2aticnSj use ti.e follo^.*ing form;

"Military Intelligence Division,
^ashin^tonj D, C."

(Insert zia-ne of subject.) "Yes"; or, "Nc"; or, "Doubtful."

(3rC5-N) American Protective Lesgue.-

3* Addressin.^. !^lailr

Sonie Chisfe have addressed a portion of their correspondence to"lZilitary
Intaliirence Branch" or "General M, Churchill;** and occasionally to th;; "Ds-
pr.rtrient of Justice." I'o :Eail should be addressed by any Chief or uf
the Lea^:u3 to any Depart^^ent or Bureau of the Governmrnt (see Bulletin No,6)
Address all ^aail to the A^^^ICAN pROT^CTIV^ 1537 EVF ETRFKT,
^ASKlX^te^ D. C, Other addresses cause confusion and dolay^. aadall ^:^il
xust come to us for file numbers and distribution to the proper parties.

Respectfully,

A'TRICA'T pROTFCTIVF LfAC-UE.
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1597 EYE STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

September I2j IS18,

PULLFTir "0.

TO ALL OF '•^OTrC^IV?' LTA'̂ -VB'

sending yoi\ hsr!3«-lth an extract froai the revised
-el^ctxire Service Ret,ul5.tions in *hich is discussed the rules
--nivh -•.ii.l iovsm the classification of individus-ls engaged in
inouetrioa^ occupations^ or employ.jents, including agriculture;
which c,ra deeaed essential e^nploymants under the Selective Ser
vice Act.

I lease read this extract "i-ith cftre so that you Jiay "be
rroperly advieed should it become necsset.ry fcr yoer Division
to investigate claims for deferred clt^ssification under these
rules.

An oxplanatary bulletin discueeing the arplice-tion of
eea rults to cfficerg of thu Lec-gue will fco issued shortly,

Very truly yours>

!3A^f0 '̂AL
A^^ITICAH "POTFCTIVF IFAGUE.

iVMiPiiili I liii^

/7'/
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Commission No.

BADGE RECORD

Application for Enrollment as a Volunteer in the

Atttfriran JprotfrliUF Efagu? • Captain Ueutenuit Opnlin
C^rgani^rb hiUt; tl}? Aptiroual and ^jiprating unbfr li^r Sirfrtion of tl;r

HnttfH dtatrs Srpartmrnt of KustUe. Surrau of jnnpBtigalion
A. M. BRIGGS, Chairman National Director*,

AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE, JJHJ
Wathinctont D. C.

Dear Sir:—I beg to make application for enrollment as a Volunteer in the American Protective League, City or Division

of and for the purpose of such enrollment make the following statement:

9. Experience, if any, in military, police or governmental

service. State or National

1. Name in full

2. Place of birth Age.

3. Residence Address

4. Business Address

5. City State ;

6. Business Phone Residence Phone

7. With what firm or corporation

Present position

Nature of Business

Business experience and history

10. With what clubs or organizations are you affiliated?

11. Are you married?

12. What foreign-languages do you speak or understand?.

13. Do you understand that you will receive no compensa

tion or expense allowances for services rendered?

14. I agree to surrender my credentiaJe at any time upon request
of the Chief. I will notify my Chief of any cbanfe of bust-
neas or residence address.

8. Use. if any, of intoxicating liquors Signed



? OATH
—

1
I, a member of the American Protective League,

organised with the approval and operating under the direction of the United States Department of Justice,
Bureau of Investigation, do hereby solemnly swear:

That I am a citizen of the United States of America; and that I will uphold and defend the Constitution and
Laws of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic, and will bear true faith and allegiance to the
same at all times and in all places as a true and loyal citizen thereof.

That I will give due time and diligent attention to such service as I shall undertake to render; and that I
will execute promptly and to the best of my ability the commands of my superiors in connection therewith.

That I will in all respects observe the rul.s and regulations, present and future, of this organization; and that
I will promptly report to my superiors any and all violations thereof, and all information of every kind and
character and from whatever source derived, tending to prove hostile or disloyal acts or intentions on the part of
any person whatsoever and all other information of any kind of interest or value to the Government.

That I will not, except in the necessary performance of my duty, exhibit my credentials or disclose my
membership in this organization: and that I will not disclose to any person other than a duly authorized Govern
ment official or officer of this organization, facts and information coming to my knowledge in connection with
its work.

That the statement on the opposite side hereof, by me subscribed, is tnie and correct.

That I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; ^ind that I will well
and faithfully discharge my duties, without reward to myself, as volunteer for the defense and preservation of
the United States of America.

So help me God.
Subacribed and •worn to before me

thi« .day of 19...—..

Notary Public.

THIS CARD MUST NOT BE USED FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE THAN A BADGE RECORD



Natiomal OtKKitoM

A. M. BRIOOS. Chairman

CHARLES DANIEL FREY

VICTOR ELTINS

IN REPLYING

PLEASE REFER TO

fcv^J,

-SFilO-I

Ammratt Proiwtiti^
(9r0anizrd mitff tlfr A|t{troti«l anb (§)]rniting under ttfr iirfrtinn of

Mnitrb dtat^a Srpartmritt of iustirf. Vurrau of Inuffitigation.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

t7t9 H STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON. D.C.

Hormbw 23^ 1918.

TO iat CHIEFS OF THE xmiCAn WOT^CTIVE LFAGUE^

*9 enclose hercT^ith a faa-siraile copy of ^ letter from

th© Hen, T.W. Gregory^ Attorney General of the United Stato>i

to the National Directcr? ;»! American Protective League

bearing date November ^-1, 19^8. This letter is a convincing

etatement of the present ne^d for active and energetic service

by the League, Foll07?ing the recent letter from A, Bruce Eielaeki^

Chief of the Bureau of Investigation^ it will afford a oocpletfl

answer to the question asked by icany members of the League ae to

whether or not there is further need for service and sacrifice on

their part.

Please see that each of the icembers of your division ••

receives a copy of the Attorney General's letter*

Beapectfully,

NATX'^rAL D^FiFOTOP-S
AifEKiCAK PROTFCTIVE LEAG^JS:



National OmccTOM

A M. BRIG6S. Cmaikman

CHARLES DANIEL. FRCV

VIC10R ELTINO

IN REPLYING

PLEASE REFER TO

BULLETIN NO. 25

Am^rtran frnt^rttu?
®rganfzrb mitt} Itrp A;i;iratial anZt (DfirratitiQ unlirr llfp Dirrrlion of
tl|f llttUrb ^tatfB Sr^iartmpnt of luslirr. Hurrmt of Jlutir0ti0ation.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

1719 H STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON. D.C.

November 23, 1918.

TO ALL CFIFFS OF THF AlffRICAN PROTFCTTVE LFAGUE-

National Headquarters is now rcaking full distribution
of all badges previously ordered and is prepared to make prompt
delivery of all additional badges ordered for officers and
members of the League,

The delays in delivery by the rnanufacturer are at an end
and shipments are no^ coming forward to us with regularity. It is
necessary, however, in order that plans for the future may be consum
mated, that all local Chiefs determine at once how laany badges they
will require for their membership sind forward the o'̂ 'iders, with proper
remittarce^ to National Headquarters.

The National Directors are authorized to state that members
will be permitted to retain their badges permanently as souvenirs of
their service in the Great War; and we trust that they will be highly
prized by the members and their families in years to come.

In order that prompt delivery may be made^ we must ask for
your order at once and that you carefully corr-ply with the i.istructic.is
contained in the printed Badge Bulletin dated August ISthj 1913,
Supply of Badge Record Cards and Membership Rolls will be mailed upon
request. Please specify number needed.

If your Division wishes no further deliveryes^ you will
please advise us to that effect.

Respectfully,

NATIONAL DIRECTCRS

ATfFRICAN raOTFCTI'/E LEAGUE



BULLETIN No. 26-A.

December 19, 1918

DISSOLUTION OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE

ItW--nil fill

American ^Protectibe Heagwe
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

1719 H STREET N. W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

<^o



December 19, 1918.

TO ALL CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE:

By authority of the Attorney General of the United States, the National Directors present herewith the

plan for the dissolution of the American Protective League on February 1st, 1919.
The American Protective League was organized to serve the Government of the United States in the

emergency of the great war. Through the Department of Justice it has been privileged to render service

of great value to the Government in the investigation and report of enemy activities and disloyalties in all

sections ; in aiding all local and district draft boards in the enforcement of the Selective Service Law and

the apprehension of delinquents and deserters; in co-operating with the Military Intelligence Division of

the General Staff in the gathering of information of military importance and the investigation of the

character and loyalty of applicants for army commissions, for passports and for civilian service overseas;

and in making investigations of various kinds for other Departments, boards and agencies of the Govern

ment. Its work has been essentially war work.

With the cessation of hostilities the service of the League was by no means concluded. A large number

of investigations were still pending. It was necessary that these investigations be completed in order

that the Government might determine whether or not prosecutions should be instituted against the individ

uals charged with infractions or evasions of the war statutes. Furthermore, as the war statutes remained

in full force, the necessity for certain investigations under these statutes immediately arose.

With the disposal of these matters, however, the need for the service of the American Protective

League as a war agency is at an end. Decision must therefore be made whether or not the League shall be

continued as an auxiliary to the Department of Justice for the purpose of investigating and reporting upon
infractions and evasions of laws of the United States other than those contained in the war statutes, or

whether the League shall be dissolved. In determining this question the National Directors have conferred

repeatedly and at length with the officials of the Department of Justice and the conclusion has now been
reached that the League should be dissolved. Several considerations have impelled this decision.

It is recognized that important service might still be rendered by the organization in many ways. Alien

enemy applicants for naturalization should be investigated; fraudulent allotments should be uncovered;
delinquents and deserters not yet apprehended should be brought to justice; individuals and organizations
advocating the overthrow of government and the destruction of social order by force should be reported.

Other opportunities for service are at hand. But this work can and should be done by existing Depart
ments of the Government. The aggregate of the work would be inconsiderable as compared with the
enormous volume of work carried on by the League during the months of the war, and would not alone

justify the maintenance of a great citizen organization in aid of the Government. Nor would the work of
the League be likely to prove as efficient as in time of war. During that period no sacrifice of time or effort
was too great for the members. Men of the highest business and professional ability made their work for
the League their first consideration without regard to personal sacrifice. Their first desire was to help win
the war. Now that the war has been gloriously won, they feel that their present duty is to take their place
in the constructive work of peace. The result has been, and will be in increasing degree, to deprive the
League in large part of its most responsible and stable officers and members. For similar reasons the
problem of finance will soon become acute, and local divisions will become embarrassed or will cease to
operate for lack of financial support.

Important as are the above considerations, there are deeper reasons for the dissolution of the League.
The members have been trained and have rendered their service as investigators. They have acted under

the direction of a Department of the Government and under their oath of office have reported infractions
of the laws of the country without fear or favor wherever they were found. The warrant for their inquiry



into the interests and activities of their fellow citizens was the existence of the national emergency. But the
war is ended and the country will soon be at peace, confronted only by those enemies internal and external

who wage their war in time of peace. In such time there is no place for organized citizen espionage. It is
contrary to the spirit of democracy. It is dangerous in its tendencies and so might well be disastrous in its

results. So far as the American Protective League is concerned, many of its members would quite naturally
turn themselves to combating those radical movements which they consider hostile to the best interests of

their country. Certain of these movements involve political doctrines, some of which are undoubtedly
violative of our law, but others of which infringe no law. Other radical movements involve disputes
between labor and capital and the members of the League in certain sections would find themselves arrayed

upon one side or the other of controversies of this character.
The Department of Justice pursues its course free from political controversy or industrial dispute. Its

officials serve only the Government and so are able to hold themselves aloof. But the officers and members

oflthe League are active in every industry, trade and profession. As citizens they should, and do, take
part in the affairs of their respective States and of the nation. They could not, if they would, separate
themselves from active participation in such affairs. Under these circumstances it would be inevitable that

through individual activities local divisions would be drawn into political and industrial controversy and
would find themselves in the position of combating that which they might consider political heresy or indus

trial menace, but which would nevertheless be lawful agitation which the Department of Justice could not

well oppose.

Under these circumstances the usefulness of the League as an auxiliary of the Department of Justice

would quickly become impaired and would sooner or later come to an end.
The National Directors deeply appreciate the spirit which has prompted many officers and members to

express the hope that the League be continued as a patriotic body in the future. They realize that these
expressions are born of a fine desire to serve the country in peace as well as in war. But after the dissolu
tion of the League its members as citizens of the United States will continue to render the best of service to

the country. Their experience and training will splendidly equip them for that service, and in the years to
come as individual citizens of their respective communities they will not only afford stability in times of

agitation or unrest, but they will exert a powerful force in opposition to dangerous movements and tenden
cies wherever they may arise. The service of the League will not end ; the League will not die. Though
formally dissolved, it will remain a potent force.

These are the considerations which in the main have prompted the decision.

We enclose herewith the prescribed plan which must be diligently followed by all local chiefs in order

that the League may be dissolved in regular order, in a manner worthy of its history and accomplishment.
Respectfully,

NATIONAL DIRECTORS

AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE.



BULLETIN NO. 26-B. PLAN OF DISSOLUTION

December 19^ 1918.
TO Ahh CHIEFS OF THE AMERICAN PROTECTIVE LEAGUE:

The American Protective League will be formally dissolved on February 1st, 1919, by pronouncement

of the Attorney General of the United States and of the National Directbrs. From and after that date the
League will cease to exist.

In execution of the plan of dissolution you will carefully observe the following instructions :
1. All pending investigations must be diligently pursued and final report made prior to the

date of dissolution. All pending matters of every description must likewise be disposed of by
that date.

2. From and after December 31st, 1918, no new investigations or other work shall be under
taken by the local divisions, either by reference from the Department of Justice or from any other
department or agency of the Government. All information and complaints coming to any local
division after December 31st, 1918, and prior to dissolution, shall be immediately referred to the
Special Agent of the Bureau of Investigation of the Department of Justice within whose jurisdic
tion such local division lies.

3. On February 1st, 1919, all matters pending and undisposed of, with all papers, documents
and other records relating to the same, shall be turned over by each local division to the proper
Department Agent, and a receipt taken therefor from such Agent.

4. Upon the same date all of the books, records, files, papers, documents, indices, enrollment
cards and all other papers relating to membership and organization, and all matter in any way
connected with or relating to the work of each local division, including the original files of
investigations carried on and reports made, and the original exhibits connected therewith, shall be
delivered by each Local Chief to such Department Agent and detailed receipt taken therefor in
duplicate. One copy of such receipt shall be retained by the Local Chief, and the duplicate shall
be forwarded to National Headquarters at Washington.

5. On February 1st, 1919, each Local Chief shall notify all officers and members of his division
of the formal dissolution of the League and of the cancellation of all credentials. From and after
such date all credentials of ofiBcers and members of the League shall be void. Members will be
permitted to retain their credentials as mementos of their service, but shall be notified that any
subsequent use or display of the same under any claim of authority, either as a representative of
the American Protective League or otherwise, will be wholly unwarranted and will subject the
individual concerned to the penalties of the law. ,

6. Every Local Chief shall likewise inform his officers and members that the obligation to
treat as absolutely confidential all information acquired by them for the Government in the service
of the League will continue unbroken after dissolution; that it will of course remain the duty of
all members as loyal citizens to uphold the Government and report all information of interest to
the Government to the proper officer; but that their authority to investigate will be at an end.

7. All outstanding financial obligations shall be satisfied by each local division on or before
the date of dissolution. It is imperative tliat the League shall not be discredited by unpaid obli
gations. While no liability attaches to National Headquarters for any obligation of local divisions
or individual members, it is the concern of the National Directors that the record of the League
shall be clean throughout the country. Any failure on the part of a local division to care for its
financial obligations will be a blemish upon the record of the service of the organization.

Any surplus funds remaining in the hands of local divisions at the date of dissolution should
be returned to the donors if equitable distribution can be made, or should be disposed of in some
other manner acceptable to the contributors.

It is of the greatest importance that each local division complete its work in a thorough and efficient
manner, so that the record made by its officers will do them credit and will at no time in the future cause
embarrassment to them or to the League. Pending investigations must be concluded so that the Govern

ment may receive full information.
The National Directors are proud to say that the work of the local divisions of the League has been

performed in such manner as to call forth expressions of cordial thanks and approval from many of the
Departments of the Government. The National Directors have reason to believe that at the time of the disso
lution of the League the thanks of the Government of the United States will be expressed in definite terms.

Respectfully,
NATIONAL DIRECTORS,

amcrican ^otectibc league american protective league.
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

I71S H STRCET N W. ^
WASHINGTON. D. C.


