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BIOGRAPHY

Paul Douglas Aton, only child of Loyd Simpson Aton and Roberta Patricia Townsend
Aton (1916-1955), was born in El Paso, Texas, on October 9, 1948. After attending Franklin-
Simpson High School in Franklin, Kentucky, Paul enlisted in the United States Army at
Nashville, Tennessee, on October 25, 1967. Completing basic training at Fort Campbell,
Kentucky, in January 1968, Paul received training also at Fort Gordon, Georgia, and Fort Sill,
Oklahoma. Arriving in Vietnam in April 1968, Paul studied Viet Cong tactics and maneuvers at
the 199" Light Infantry Brigade’s Training Center REDCATCHER. Serving as radiophone
operator for the Forward Artillery Observation Officer with the Headquarters and Service
Battalion, 40" Artillery, Paul drowned under combat conditions on July 29, 1968. After a full
military funeral at the gravesite on August 10, 1968, interment occurred at the Hebron
Cemetery, Graves County, Kentucky.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

The Collection.
The Courier—Joumal.

COLLECTION NOTE

The collection consists of fifteen letters received by Paul’s father, Loyd Simpson Aton,
after his arrival at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, in November 1967, until nine days prior to his death
on July 29, 1968. The telegrams and letters, 1968 (21 items), detail the information the family
received following Paul's death. Related materials include certificates for the Bronze Star and
Purple Heart, photographs, military papers and published army regulations.

See collection finding aid for further details
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Saturday April 20,68

10:00 P,M,
Dear Dad,

Well T guess this is a change from my old handwriting,
but it looks like to me it is a good one. I am at the 199TH
Light Infantry Brigade,s Training Center REDCATCHER I will
be hefe for aproximatly one week for training in V.C. tactics

and manuvers,then-Iw- I will go to my unit which is &he2 the

~2ND Batalion of the LOTH Artilary. I was real lucky and got

put in Headquarters and service(BgfteryAthe B.C, said they

needed a mechanic and that I could be used in the motor pool

so I guess I am a mechanic now, Dad Tiet nam is the hottest

MANUSCR!PTS
KENTUCKY BUILDING
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-

A1 rtiest, smellis<t,and 'mdoubtedly the noiseiest nlace in

whe wboleworld.*ﬁ&*ii‘iUOTE. Have no fear I Paul D.

Aton jungle fighter supreme,super comando and all around

good soldier,shall, with no sweat(well that is hard to believe
with this heat,so would you believe no stra1n)surv1ve thls
great and dutious task for which I(the afore mentloned)am
about to embark upon with great Viggah. HOW was that for a
speach. Well back to the serious sideiof 1life. I justwdanted
to drop a short line to fill in up to?date,so here I go off
to the great war,wit léts o viggah.

TDY

MOS

AGS

PDA that's me.

ALL MY LOVE, Signed by the Comanding

General of the Chicken
Man Fan Club.

b )

SGND. Paul D. Aton the exhausted one,

e
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unless its deferred chae- NL—N ght Lette

acter is indicated by the T E LE GRA M
proper symbol. .‘
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- Internarional
. LT’—L trer Telegram

e

Folrmewr oo

l BU1 \CT WA409) XV GovT PD WASHINGTON DC 30 833? EDT—
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R REGRET THAT YOUR som PRIVATE FlRST CLASS PAUL D ATON HAS/
BEEN hlSSING N VIETNAM SINCE 29 JULY 1968.7RE'WAS’LAST

THE SECRETARY OF THE AHMY HAS ASKED ME TO EXPRESS HIS DEEP/ |
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—CTT § LIS T

PROTECT ANY lNFORMATlON THATAMlGHT BE USED- T0O YouR sows

-_—_.__-.'I.A
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 12, 1968

Dear Mr. Aton:

Mrs. Johnson and I extend our deepest sympathy to ,
you in the loss of your beloved son, Private First |
Class Paul D, Aton. ;

I would like you to know that our hearts are made
heavy by such tragedies and your grief is shared by
us. All America is grateful for courageous men

~ such as your son who give their lives so freedom
may live. I earnestly hope that the memory of his
valiant sacrifice will be a source of comfort and pride
to you in the years ahead.

Please know that our hearts are with you. We trust
that God will sustain you during this trying period.

Sincerely,

Mr. Loyd S. Aton
Route Six
Franklin, Kentucky

MANUSCRIFTS
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WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D. C., 20315

AGPB~AC Aton, Paul D. A ~
RA 12 966 616 (29 Jul 68) 25 SEP 1958

Mr, Loyd S. Aton
Route 6
Franklin, Kentucky 42134

Dear Mr. Aton:

I have the honor to inform you that your son has been awarded posthumously
the Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart and the Good Conduct Medal.

Prior to death, Paul had been awarded the National Defense Service Medal,
Vietnam Service Medal and the Vietnam Campaign Ribbon.

Arrangements are being made to have these awards presented to you in

the near future by a representative of the Commanding General, Third
United States Army.

The representative selected will communicate with you in the next few
weeks to arrange for presentation. Any inquiry or correspondence concern-
ing presentation should be addressed to the Commanding General, Third
United States Army, Fort McPherson, Georgia 30330.

My continued sympathy is with you.

Sincerely,

L

C. A. STANFIEL
Colonel, AGC
Acting The Adju#ént General
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

=
é%@g TO ALL WIIO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:
%%%% | THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT |
7223 THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
g %%3 AUTHORIZED BY EXECUTIVE ORDER, 24 AUGUST 1962
5° IIAS AWARDED

3

THE BRONZL STAR MEDAL

VJl‘ 0

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS PAUL D. ATON, RA 12 966 616, UNITED STATES ARMY

FOR |
MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT
IN GROUND OPERATIONS AGAINSTHOSTILE FORCES

IN VIETNAM FROM 15 APRIL 1968 TO 27 JULY 1968

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
THIS 19TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 19 68

st & Middo

MAJOR GENERAL, USA
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

R, R [onry

SEGCRETARYPOF THE ARMY
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WILLIAM H. NATCHER COMMITTEE:

SECOND DISTRICT, KENTUCKY N APPROPRIATIONS

WASHINGTON OFFICE: TELEPHONE:

2333 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING @nngress ut tb e mnl’teh ét atts . 223-3501

Bouse of Representatives
Sashington, B.C. 20515

November 1k, 1968

Mr., Loyd S. Aton
Franklin,
Kentucky 42134

Dear Mr, Aton:

T have noted that your son, Pfc. Paul
D. Aton, was awarded posthumously the Purpl
Heart and the Bronze Star Medzal.

The courage and bravery which led to
this award reflects honor upon your son., He
has rendered outstanding service, along with ;
the ultimate sacrifice to his country. Surely - |
you, his father have reason to be proud as '
has every citizen of the State of Kentucky
and throughout the United States.

With kind perscnal regards, I am : ;

(eba e

William E, Matcher, M.C.
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%IIE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMEHH(LA
| HAS AWARDED THE

PURPLE HEART

ESTABLISITED BY GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON
AT NEWDBURGIH, NEW YORIKK, AUGUST
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PRIVATE FIRST CLASS PAUL D. ATON, RA 12 966 616, UNITED STATES ARMY

FOR WOUNDS RECEIVED
IN ACTION

IN VIEINAM RESULTING IN HIS DEATH ON 29 JULY 1968

GIVEN UNDER MY IAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
THIS

9TH DAY OF _ SEPTEMBER 1968
jdw% a Nkl

MAJOR GENERAL, USA
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

ooy R. Loy

SECRETARY ®OF THE ARMY
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