Dour “ditor:

Jour editorial on wans (reek or Greoen Castle was reacd and 1ts
menories cnerished as I was a mighty 1ittle boy and a long long tine
ago when I was flrst there. And as the old place may pass iato
oblivion you were old enough to have sald more about it. So what
I may say will be in memory of the old mill and old "it. Ticn Church
and the noble peonle that lived there and near there. The locks

and dam were built about 1845 by Jas Ford and Thomas L. Stephens, Jr.

The mill was bullt before the slxties by ¥m Brown. At thaet time 1t

X

was the only mill Yorth and West of L % i Rallroad and muny people
cene there to do their milling from Butler and Tdmenson Co. W
Brown was a business man of his day, Christien and o “ason. e came
to this county in early sixtles, After the Civil L ar he celebrated
the I July by haviang what they called fuster Day and he would beat
the drum and great crowds of pecple would attend. Tie old mill

fell in river a foew yrs sgo. v, trown dled 187 and the old Col=-
onlel home burned some 30 rrs ago when Wm 2olton cwned it and was
Mr. Zrowns niller. Wm Bolton was an Znglishuan. woen I could first
remnsnber nev Levy Yorgan was Tastor of the Church. ile had 12 daugh-
tersz and one son. & large no of the people in the Fork Country are
his decendants--and all good peonle. These daughters eand son were
his cholr and much talk of their singing as if John lc ormack wore
to sing. Dut 1t was a live Church and many people worshiped there
untll the organ split the Church, iHev B4 Smith was also pastor in

he early deys of the Church. The old Church like many other country

churches and the 1ilttle vliilages has sbout passed intc oblivion., The

first houses and store was built by Hobt Alexander succesded by Thomas

Houp father of the Zditor. John Thacker ran a store at that time,
Commodeore Durehfield ran the Hotsl and Saloon on the bank of Swsn

Creek. Thonas Threlkell was the blacksmith. Johkn Wetoel waes lock-
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Leeper for many yrs. Gorg Shields was our only (sutler). Proff

2en T1lils was the tescher of the school. Dr. 5. B. Johnson wes the
only Dr in the village. Tom Johnson, 'Iiss Lou Madlson, Mrs., aAllie
Zoup Taylor were teachers that lald the foundation for noble characters
of good men and women, Ureen Castle and the Fork CTommunlty has
produced nmore good Drs then any other section of the County--

Dr Jimf Tgylor, Dr, J. L. Taylor, Dr Everett Taylor, Dr Henry Taylor,
r. Alﬁgg%-Cherry, Dr Relghly Cherry, Dr E.IE,Cherry, Dr Honaker,

Dr. Chas Francils and Dr Durrls were all fine Drs as well as gentlemen--
were producte of that Community. I bellieve all are dead but four.
Many things happen in the 1ittle villages. If you dont believe 1t
ssk Heleighy Shelton sand ¢. P. Houp. There wes a !r, Salmon an
early settler that liked the mint that grew by the well when 0ld

B8ken Bucket hung in well and the ingredients that went with it.

And tis frssh to the writsrs mind when he fell by the way slde near
the Ferry on & cool bright dey and L 1ittls bore, ienry and 7 John-
son, Tom and ., P. Houp, bright-Taced 1littls boys, found him and
carried weter from the river in Oyster cans [lrom dotel and poured

it on the old man and othsr 3 with paddles beat it in t111l the mint
and ingredients lost its effects. I might mention many other things
these boys did. Many fights and sometinmes a killing cccured ln or
near the village but Prohibltion took the little village and for many
years 1t has‘been a gquiset place and many good and noble neople live-
in thet Commmunity. Among the sarly settlers of that Conﬁunity-—
Terry Terrants, Allen Taylor, Sra., jQﬁLrgeK Huinell, Jim llesves,
Weslsy :Audnell, alfefd & Wn, Hobt & Jim Taylor, Thomas Hlichards,

G. E. Spseck, Thomes & Pete Davenport, Wash Runner, ien “iller,

Jowmes
kiah White, Jim iudnell, &eu (7} Lum & Cass Cole, Ab Uplon,

Cfherry, John Stahl, Clay Stehl, Dave Stephens, Wm. !1iller, John Shields.
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The Torgans, IDlkins, Alfords were the early settlers of the 1little
Villege end Commmity--many of their decendants live in the Commun-
ity now. All have gone to thelr reward but = few. A4s they were men
of :ioble character may we long cherish thsir memory.

Berren Hiver

The sbove letter to an Tditor was written by Hr. Charlss Davenport
(1862-1937). We have copled it from the origlnal as nearly correctly
as possible on Jept. 23, 1980. This original was loansd for this
purpese by Ora Calista Spradlin MHlchols (Mrs., W. H.), Barren River
kd., Bowling Green, Eentucky. rChe is a grand~daughter ol ir,

Devenport.




