exparience 1n'preparation for:

oldler on the Confederate side=
: eriences in active war. servic[
_Qf practically four years, end1

final surrender in ‘May 1865+
.remarkaule memory. and- told, wi
'",interestiug storv of tha

re iously heard him tell a grea i
the facts as they oeourred; and?on
I made ‘extensive notes,: all o
g me to give an accurate histo
ef nls connection with,the=u vil

nt'convevsatloas bpld vfu‘-_

the latter: part of her life,

A, and from my brotherts recolle
hav 'jpared and here 8dd an- ‘ac-
'oth r ‘g experiences during tha

his bit of history will be of in-
o heir;descendants and. friends, of
ind suce eding generations.;¢5j__ il

L Slgned RO
_4 %,;T. Lafferty.:ﬁJ_ﬁ

s dential camﬁaign,in 1860 create_”
i bitter feeéling and. it was
P *uble of some kind_was_
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..'aboutzevenlyfd1V£dedqcverhthefissuesjthat=_

=a_confrontedLthem;:afgreat>dealﬁafaihben§e;;;:

Teecllng existed, which in many instances led

to serious personal ‘encounters. ‘Conditions -~

were such that every-manﬁwasvexpectedrtoff*?;":E

s Gefinltely takeacne-of;threefpositibng,vi;e;fl L

¢ to. remain neutral or to-join-imvsympatﬁy'with:_zy

the South or with the North. ThosSe who chose .

the two latter positlobs lmmediately began =

thelr preparations for war service." S el
- "Neighbor was arrayed against nelghbor, =

brot%er agalnst brother and father agsinst P

80n. T

“This presented a situation altogether

different from that north or south of us, oo

where the people of each gectlion were united -

80l1dly agalnst the other. : S

In Aoril, Fort Sumpter was Ffired upon and. . -

fell into the hands of the Southern forees, .

which was the signal for definite action. The

Sympathlzers of each side began holding their .

. SBeparate meetings in iittle nelghborhood groups

B0 discuss the -situation and to watch the trend
- of affairs. The meetlngs continued untll 1t -
was. seen that war could not be averted. - o

The summer season belng well on, we began
our preparations for making up a company to - .
Join the Confederate Army. Our first eall -
was for a meeting on the depot grounds in
Cynthiana. There belng no armed forces in
our county such meetings could be held, at
that time, without Interruptions. Companies
were being formed in different places for
service on ezch side, _

: At our first meeting, John Shawhan, who i
lived in our immediate neighborhood, and who .
had been a soldier in the Mexlecan War, acted
as our leader, but we affected no regular or
ganization. We held weekly meetings at that =

- place and were drilled as a company. After

a short time we moved our meeting place to . SR

what was known as Beech Bottom, now Poindéxeqqftj

ter Statlon, which was a more convenient place.

: - There we lne¥eased our activities and keph

. our camp until September 15, 1861, when we

. started South to be mustered into regular gee

© Vice, At that time, Federal soldiers had

! i ' i ions — Kentucky University
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,_ome,into the State and daylight meetings y 3
. were not advisable. We planned a night meet---“
oo ing, . to be held- immediately, at the residence
. of Ben Desha, on: the Falmouth road, about: two
~miles north of Cynthiana. ~After collecting
- 'there to the number of about one hundréd and e
. twenty-five, all mounted on horseback, we ‘pro- ,]
~‘ceeded that night to Dud VanHook's;: fourteen S
omiles northeast_of Cynthiana, and: thence_to;l-f'
- Al Bryan's place in Bath County, and from:
. there we continued our Jjourney to Esguire -
Boy's farm on 8late Creek in the same county.
where we gtopped during the day. The second
night we went to McCormick's place, now rrend - -
burg, at the foot of the mountains, and went :
into camp.

While there we learned that Federal: sol- :
éiers were in that nelghborhood, and for the
protecting of our camp we were given our first-

-exXperience 1ln standing picket. Belng raw re-
erults, the proapect of having the enemn ap-
pear-at any time, and having plckets at their
‘posts with guns loaded to kill, made. the situ-~
‘atlon rather exeliting; but no trouble eame to
us while there. The next nigt we left that .

“place and went out by Hazel Green to a farm

owend . by a widow by the name of Gardner near

. Balyersvlille. After remalining there for a

short time we proceéded to Prestonburg and

went lnto regular camp on a farm called Gar-

field's Bottom. We had recelved some reculls

on our Journey and while there recuilts came

to ug in great numbers. We organized our

company and several other companies were or-
- ganlzed and all mustered into service Oeton

~ ber 1, 18861.

Qur company was made up chiefly of Harri-
gon County men as follows:

s .. John Shahan Captain
Jﬁ' William H.(Spike) VanHook First Lieut.

James N. Frazer _ Becond
Charles Fowler : Thirg  * |
- J« Wash Craigmyle Orderly Sargt.

_ Jo Will Shawhan _ Second . ." -

© . John A, Lafferty . Third ? :

. William €. Graigmyle . Fourth W

- Jomn 8. Lall S Piftmn %
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Garland Brooks'
" Wn. A. Brown

.VThomas Butler
‘Manville ‘Buzzard
. Presley Buzzard

Frances . Carr

James. Garrall

Richard Colem&an -
geph Gaeﬁs

. Glore = .
_ob_rt Groves
Wm. T, Garnett

. John Gaunce

. James Godman
Sam Godman: ..

2 Jo B Hayes'Tz :
George H. Hayes
. James: Humble

- Thomasg Hall

- James: Haynes -
jﬁJosebh Henry:

o Je Ko Hutchinson
‘Rev.i' James Jenkins
Asbury Jenins
Paul King,. Sr.
Paul King Jr.;,
Joseph Keller
James Keller =

Frank Parks
John Patton
;Butler Ramey

David"Blankenship

1 Wm,;(Button) Bﬁrgess

Fent J. Gleveland_-:

FPeregrine ?hiliipsf

First Corg
Second
Third

James Ruddle

'~ Frances Robertson

'f;g;Joseph M._Smith
.. John Smith .-__;35:_
 James W, Smizer Iﬂf':"*
Je Snell Shawhan

Hiram W. Gollier

- - Joshua Gourtney
--Jameg Coleman
- Janes H, Bavis B
 John Dawson. B
Thomas. Eaniel?}'_.m
.. Bamuel Deversﬁjgw
Vi . Duneanm G
Joseph Buncanqa'
- Davis Dishman -

Tapley Jack. Eckiar

 Benjamin: Ewing

Green Evans :
Perry. Fishtmaster
Riley Forsythe
John Fogle =

- George Fogle

Thomasg: Je- Kiskadeh
Nathan: Livengeod
Wm. Lall’

Alex: (Dack) McKenney 3

€alvin MeKinley
Woi MeKinley
Eugene McCarthy.
Cornelius Murvhy -
George Myers
Wm, Miller =~
John Macousin .

- James T. Nlchols: = .
© John A, NichblS'

Patrick Noonan

. Jesse Oldfield
.- John Peak

Lo danes Price

~-Qgear Price :

“_avenscraft::f iT;fThomas Sheehah f*f;1};§
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_ | o - Lycugus Weaver -
Jemes E. Turner -~ Garrett Whitson
G—eerse Tandy -~ - s Th‘oma.s--_'{ Wh:i tBOI‘l G S
Wm. H. VanHook, Jr. = Wm. Weleh . -
Rowland F. Waters Polk Ewing .

John E, Snell

__jrAfterlOPganizingﬁour"OOmpany;gwefarilled;'-a}
- hard every day for about one month while in . -
_T?gthat.camp_and&did:soma;séauting;sefviCézthrougﬁa
. the country. We then moved our camp to - .
ﬂ_?Pikeville“where.other-cémnanies“Wére;organizEdg"

- Most of the companies composing our body
. were infantry; but ours, being mounted to do
RIS éitherfcavalryuoriinfantrnyervice,'WESQ- Sl
o called Mounted infantry, .. oo 0T
o :After we had been in Pikeville a week or o
-ﬁ-fSG,QWe=reeeiVedzizformation:throughfour*,;”“'f;,
 8couts: that a strong force of Federal sSol-
~dlers was coming up Big Sandy River in the =
ooordivection of our camp. This report created -
- mueh exeltement and for the first time we
*_pegan:tomreal;ze;what'War-meant.ﬁgwe“prompt5  _;
Yy began preparations to meet the enemy face
to face and: try our skill at killing., = =
.. As the country around absut us was SORERAsTE
__ﬂgmountainOus;fWe'WEre=in-position,tq,gc'cutf-ﬁj{j
.. and seleet a place of vantage on the moun- o
- tain side where we could take them by sur- =
... prise.and do gerious damage to them, as they
) eamé,nearqonr'camp.*-Acdetail'ofﬁone-hundred s
w-and sixteen men wag selected from amon -those
~aggembled at our camp: to go out and engages
- the enemy from the mountain side. Brother -
- James D and I were of the number selected.
Nearly all of our men in the detail wers -
- armed with double-barrelled shotguns, and
.. we had prepared cartridges, each containing
. eleven buckshot, so that such a charge 5
- would be very effective at short range. We
. -went several miles from camp to & point on
- /. the Blg Sandy River called the Narrows, or .
”ptc'beyyet:knOWnyasgIvy'meuhtain,'qrjIVy;Greeke
.. -We left our horsss at the top of the moun~.
~-tain in care of a squad of horseholders and
,QQWéﬂtiddwnftOQagplace;WHere,we'establishedr;ggf:_
j&_our391ves-behiﬁd'the-rqcks;rabGUtfone_hune;';3 1
.. dred feet above the narrow mountain road =
. vhich hag been dug or blasted out of the sfde
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ef{the mountain., The road was. about one: hun-

- dred feet above. the: river, wag very'narrow :

tand’ extended along in that condition for

~about two miles. We were ‘conpletely hidden

- from: the view of those who might pass along

on the read. =

. After a ghort. time, tne enemy under the,

gcommand,of General ‘Nelson and: numhering abcutV

Tour thousand, came along on that road and

filled it full, asg far as I conld gee, with

- men, wagons and horses. The men, wearing ;-_

- thelr new blue uniforms presented 2 grang: ap-iﬁk*

_Dearance, marching gaily along, wholly ig- .

-norant, of our presence.’ After the head of .

~the column had pagsed us, Lieutenant’ Wm. He

QCSpike) VanHook, who was commanding. us,’ gave

~the ‘order to flre, and Instantly all: of our 5

men: fired: their: double=barrelled shotguns from_Ja

~behind the rocks into the ranks of the enemy
nd continued firing as fast as they could

?reload their: gung. At no- time did we: shoot..

‘at them more: than one: hundred to one: hundreé

”and fifty feet away._ We were so. eecurely

uprotected behind the rocks above them that

 When we: stepped ‘back. to reload our guneg we
were out of a1l danger, and as we stepped St

@forward to fire; we were only partially equﬂ_jp

‘posed for a moment. | SR

- Completely surpriged by our attack the

dwhole body became panic-stricken and -

“thoreughly demoralized. Passage forward -

- or backwards, for a time was impossible: and il

. .they were kept within ‘easy range of our guns,3=”

. With no excape, they,_in & digorganized way,

Coopened Tire upon ug but with silght effect.,

o Ve fought for one hour and & quarter and our
- shotguns with buckshot were so effective at -
.. that distance thnat their ldsses were one .

" hundred and. szty killed and about five hun~-

. ‘dred wounded. Our logses were seven‘killed _

and a few wounded. . . . Ty

G During the progress. of the battle when thef4”

:cenfusion on: the road was at 1ts- heignt, e

deeuld.see, from where I was located, that'a =

. great many of their men and horses fell over = -

“the precipice “into the river below and I

;could see the Water snlash as thej fell 1nto
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it. Yo doubt mest @f them fell over from

o the: effects of wounds and exhaustien, but

S many were. crawded over during the wild ex-[:_”lﬂ

fﬂ*eitement._,~u- SRR
S our ammunition became exhausted and we'}'_;_;
. were ordered to retreat.. By that time the

. enemy: had climbed. the mountain at a point-ﬁ;

. .. about two miles from us and was makingan =~ -
cfgj;effort ‘to prevent our escape.  In retreating
. from: our position, we had to run for some s
. distance over the top of the mouritain to_lﬁfﬁ.?ﬂ

. the place where our horses were in charge: of

i the: horseholders. - Each man was making the & - -

o best pogdglble speed to 'get back: to his- horse.j:g

. The wounded; one of whom was myself, to-_ =
-.._'-gether with our heélvers lagged behind our S
v imore - fortunate comrades, who, upon: reaching D
":ltheir'horses, started posthaste to make good ==

~their e#caps., The horseholders, having heard .

that several of our number had been killed,

‘ran also with the unclaimed horses in thelr .

pogdession, The horseholders should have

. held their post until 1t was certain that
1-all who were able to return had.arrived.-;

3However, they had not gone very far before "

they were informed that éthers were still

-'behind, and,they came back to us in time to -

7 snable us to reach our camp at Plkeville in .
o0 safety.  We left our dead benlnd. I hardly
0 U thinko'so small a body of men at any time
o durding: the war fought greater odds and: did _

“.l.greater exeeution. - ]“:
' The $iret man I saw killed during the war: .
G Dr. . -6 Owen County who fell by my -
':V;Uside in thatibattle. I received two weunds,~-r
- one in my left hand and one in my hip, and
10 though severe they were not dangerous. The
'“:c_bullet in my hip was not removed. DI
: -There was much sadness and sorrow in
'é;jcamp upon our- return when it became knowr _
/' that-seven of our men had been killed. Tha o
o report alsc had the effect to fill ‘each man
oowithoa determination to fight the. enemy to
:{the bitter end..

S Werdld mot remain in our Pikeville camp

1rﬁrias the country about us was fllling up wiﬁh

.. Federal soldiers. Ny wounds did not give me.

R - 2 great deal of trouble and about four weeks

SC 1617 | Manuscripts & Folklife Archives — Library Special Collections — Western Kentucky University




,ﬁhereafter I wa_ a le_to report for: duty,;
;General Nelson 8 army was approaching us :
' some’ of them came close enough to shoot fram
. the hills scross the Big Sandy River into our -
o campe Our numbers organization, and equin-*-~*

“. ment were So inferior to - thelr that we broke ...

- -eamp. and’ went: through Pound's: Gap into Vir= oo

v ginia.. “After 'a ‘short: eneampmeﬂt in that State,ﬁ*
. during which time we perfected our organiza»; e
S0 bion, exchanged our shotguns. for army riflies .=

. and-did a. great deal of hard. drilling, we reé-
. turned to Kentucky and had a small engagement

- .with General Garfield's forces on Middlie '
©  Greek near Prestonsburg. . There were bui few '
o Fatalitles on -elther side in that eng@gement
corand we then returned to Virginia and went in—‘;:
:,gto winter quarters &t Lebanon.. - - - S
oo Whaile in Liebanon an epldemic of measles
,r},broke out and = large number: of our men died
~'duping that winter.  When spring ovened we =
. gtarted on a campalgn into what was afterward .
o West Virginia and fought a battle: at: Prinee~
potone - The enemy was commanded by General’ Cox, -
o Qur le#der was Genéral Humphrey: Marshall,- R
.. who' commanded about: three thousand wmen, in- .
eluding our organizatlion, known ag. 1st.,Ken-;*,*
tucky Battalion in charge of John 8. (Cerro
 Gordo) Williams. We won & brilliant victory S
.~ over the enemy, which was composed: 1argely
of imported Germans who had come to this e

- country to join the United States Army. They

. were brace men but not skilled fighters. _::,
" .They had drilled but little and used’ their

. .guns as they were taught in their native

. country. They seldom put thelr gunsg: to

. thelr shoulders in firing but shot. from. :

. theilr side and 4id very poor work, .- Several .
o of ue walked over the fileld after the battle
o -and saw the trees showing bullet marks on _

' ‘the slde from which they fought up-as high
o ag forty feet. The same trees showed bullet
o marks on our side low to the-ground,_butﬁfew- =
.. belng 8o high as ten feet.  They lost many,

G Killed, wounded and cantures, our loss was
”-ff'one killed and a few wounded._f.ﬁi;' 5
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-;.~"We were by this time seasoned to the ;;f
;_hardship of WAL Leaving West Virginia in
“'the summer of 1862, we agaln éntered Kenwsr-_-j i j
' tucky through Pound's Gap. General Kirby o |
. Smith had begun an invasgion of Kentucky with ﬂ-!
'his Confederate Army and we were ordered to = -
“ Paris, . We were there for only one night, and S
S were . immediately ‘ordered to Join General John
" H. Morgsn's forces which were trylng to pre= oo
-~ vent the escape of the Federal General;. Geprge .
S Morgsn, with his ammy of ten thousand.men, re--;?
treating from Cumberland Gap on his way to -
"~ Ohio, by way of Hazel Green, West Liberty and:[:ﬁ
- Grayson. Our Battalion, then commanded by -
. MajJor John Shawhan, joined General John H, -
Morgan at Hazel Green and we were able to
. harass the Pederal forces by fightingathem
~- . almost continually until they reached the _
. Ohie Rlver beyond Grayson where they crossedrzmﬁ;
Lo over. o
o ‘We were next ordered to Lewington.. While,1 
~- on the march to Lexington,; we pagsed through
- Rowan County and about eight miles from. - -
" Morehead Majlor John Shawhan was killed by - .
"~ bushwhackers. We had captured several bush- .
" whackers on the march and after paroling -
-them, let them go. It was our opinion that
. these men got ahead of us and reached the
high bluff from which they shot as we passed
along. UMajJor Shawhan was killed and one
horse was wounded. Many of our men sprang
from thelr horsea and commences to c¢limb the
‘bluff, but they were checked by the part of
our command in front of us, which having heard
the gunshoit, halted, mistook our men for the
- bushwhackers and opened fire on them. iIhis
. gtopped the pursult for a few minutes, and
by the time our men reached the top of the g
- bluff, the bushwhackers had gone, lsaving be-
. hing them one gun, a hat and a coat or two. '
- Bome of our men from the front and rear of
oo eur lines rode through the hills in search
. of them, but ag they were well acquainted
~wilth that mountainous section, they easlily
o made thelr escape. Mat Messick placed the .
.o dead body of Major Shawhah upright before .
_grhim on his horse and carried it eight miles';.j*“
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&
sprlng wagon in which to carry it. =
. General Kirby Smith, with his entire . .
army, was then marching through Kentueky =
on his way to Circinnati over roads that =~
~1ed through Harrison County. fe continued =
our march until We reached FParis, then we -

who were resldents of Harrison Gounty were
granted peralssion to go home for one night
_:onlngnd'ordérédhtautakéﬁthefde&dﬁbbdyHQﬂ;f

- major shawhan to Gynthlana, where 1t was

'*3¢§ur1eagiﬁjthe;alaﬁcemetery;;§WeAWéresoraeré@f_.f?

Mqrehéé&ﬁﬁﬁéhé;wé}wéﬁéfabiémtdféétigg_

. to report next day at Lexington. = - RSN RS
gqxweﬁHarrisonsCeuﬁty'men.rodefrapidlygto,_;'f;j
- Cynthlana, delivered the body of Major Shaw- =
~han, “October T, and dlspersed to our respec-: .-
*ﬁiﬁe;hbmesﬁwhereewe~spent;a;few*hburs;CWhichﬁ{ﬁn
Wasqtﬁe'cﬂlyﬁviSit-madeztOfeurhhomea;during';.33
-the whole war. = By hard riding, we reported - .
5pr¢mpt1y{nextvdayyin“Lexington;;“When;wejar;nfpj
o rived there we found that the Battle of
-~ Perryville was being fought and we were or- =
'sfdg?éditoﬁproceéd}atyoncewtowardvthe,battley'_ﬁ,;
leld. We went over the nicholugville turn- =
,pike?andeOQn‘gotfWithinvhearing}distancegoijJ~
fthé?guhSQA:Thetbattle-beingjabout§overgﬁweVufﬂfr
&Wererhalteaﬂand;givenjOrdersﬁtdfbesreadywtojﬁ#.:
march next morning.  When mérning came we -~
“book uv the line of march and were taken .
. back into Virginia where ‘we went into'a tem-
. porary camp at Ablpgdom, - ..o
.. By that time we had been in service one
'_*v:year;;thegterm;of~our.en1istment;.ana;a;;; ST
'.ﬁFshortgtimeglater;;NovemberfG;-1862,?we-were;r_,
_H;éigéhab@éd;ﬂTImmediately;Twith.very few ex~. .
7. ‘ceptions, we reenlisted for the term of four i

L yearg, or -during the wari - o - R PN
'ﬁﬂfrAllgthé[isSueSjbetween-the*North-and-theygis
. douth had been well defined by then and well
quﬁd@nﬁtaﬁall,;and;We*félt_bur;eause-was-a*jﬁ i
juSigonegfso,we;willingly;plédgedjeur*seragg-;;:
w;icéa*anewjto[thégcqﬁfeéerate;Governmentft03_g1*
Tight to the end of the wars . .
_ﬁnyhile;at Abingddﬁﬁmaﬁy;recruitevJainedfus;pq
'ajnumberfafsthemgbeingffrdm{Harrisan,Couﬂtys,af
We left Abingdon and went to & place called =
BI%QKTS:Shcp;oh}StgneIRivér;jnegrfﬁhrfﬁeés-ﬂ”tﬂ&
-b“ré;]Tenneasee}wheféjcurfnewggrgahizatiqnsﬁf{5?
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'were perfected,and we were made a- part of 3
General John H. Morgan's brigade.. Ve Kenu;v:.
. tuckians were organized as the 9th’ Keﬂtucky
Cavalry- Reglment, which was eomposed of atout
~-eleven hundred men, and W.. C. P, Breckenfidge i
- of mexlngton was made: ‘Colonel, dames s Frazerq~
- of Cynthiana was made Captain of our: Company,gf1
~which was designated as Company XK in that '
o reglment.  The memberghip of the: neW'comnany i
. was ‘different from the one we first organized, et
. yet a great majority of our nen belonged to [
L our: origlnal company.
S After our organization we started about R
]fNavember 15, on 2 raid through southern_Ken-'y i
© - tucky. We had our first engagement at BadeanT*
. Creek Bridge, Jjust below Elizabethtown on. -
. the L. & N. Railroad. It wasg not a hard one,
- but it was lively experience for our new re--ﬂ_-
reruits. A few days later we had another en=: .
- gagement at Muldraugh's Hill trestle works. . . -
" We'won both and our losses were light. Next =
“day we had another engagement, not much . .
‘-above a sklrmish, at Mammoth Cave, and the .
i following day, after hard fighting, 1in which
wea lost several of our men, we: captured e
- Elizabethtown. Next day thereafter we had
“arsmall flght at Rolling Fork, followed by =
g skirmish at L.ebanon, and we then went back
“into Tennessee., On the rald we had with us
about three thousand five hundred men. Our
losses were llght considering the service
donef :
w0 We again camped not far from Murfrees—
”boro, Tennessee, and rested for a short
‘time. While in campe there we had great.
difficulty in finding blacksmiths te fo
our horseshoeing. I tried my hand at that
work and did a fairly good job in shoelng
‘my own horse. Having succeeded better than -
most others, I favored a few particular
- friends by assisting them in keeping their
_horses ghod, i
" After a few days our activities became much
ore extended and our service was gevere. .. .
It was evident that the Confederate Govern---
ment had great difficulty in keeping its -
”rmies supplied with the proper equipment. i
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: eao ef the time withou éhelter.”z. _
ﬁweather was: celd, and as ‘we moved about
from. place to place, We slept ‘on the ground .
‘near s log fire, wraoped in our blankets.;__qf
e soon got used to 1t and. continued ‘this
, ;practice until the close of the war, two and
S8 hall years: afterwards.;vfw' : R
w i In December we went back 1nto Kentucky;q.
,yon 2 ghort raid, then returned ‘to Tennéagee .
. in time to take part in the battles of Hart--g :
Covilles in Décember, StomeRiver and Murfrees- = .
boro in January: 1863, - Many small engage--j"'”””
‘ments were had and much raiding wag done: by
~us-of . the! Gavalry in that sgection durlng
Lthe latter part of the winter and in the B
“gpring. As sumTer opened; We. continued our R
~activities on:a wider sacle, . . - S
5 cAbout i July -1, our commander;. General
WJohn H. Morgan.was ordered to make a raid 0
into: Kentueky, reaching. ag’ fariag: Louisville,ia*
“but when we gtarted General. Morgan decided .-
to extend his raid into Indlana and Ohio;: al-;ﬂg
,'though this extended raid was not anticipated
*. by our echlef officer, General Bragg. -Before
. .we had gone far into Kentucky, General: Mor-:;5@1p
“gan ordered our reglmant, under the command L
‘of Colonel W. C. P. Breckenridge; ‘to. do some s
~special service that detached us from the
omaln bodye VWe were. ‘directed to- again join
- him before he reached the. Ohic River, but. i
' ‘the main body moved so rapidly that we ‘were B
-~ not able to overtake tuem.  They had. . oo
:k}ﬁ!crossed ‘the. Ohio River at: Brandanburg, Ken-l~
“ “tueky, about three hours before we arrived
gt o that place,_and had gotten so ‘far ahead
1t was unwise for go Small a pody as ourE
e try to overtke them ag- they were r;ding
ﬁ_ramidly more: than twenty miles ahead of us . .-
in the enemy's country. After a short: con-_*~
gﬁultation we': decided o ‘return to: Tenesgsee
“and our: regiment wag goon’ thereafter at-?ﬁ;
_”tached toa brigade commanded by General
~John S._(cerro Gordo) Williams. --_,_ 
We then moved up into. southwestern Vir-;-~-~m
g nia and had seVeral small engagements,

7 : - - - :
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:the greatest belng at Bull s Gap and at
Baltville. ‘At ‘the latter. place our. enemy
wag made Up. chiefly of negroes: who from:
,fhjlack of ‘experience and from fright made
. very poor soldiers and. cenSequently were
'j{defeated with heavy" losses. -

Y After s short campaign in. that 1oca11ty
s,5rmwe were ordered. to General Bragg's army
i near Ghattanooga. ‘A short time after our

. arrival we fought Bragg 8 army: in’ the.

- battle of Missionary Ridge,: which was one
i of the bloodlest confliets of the war. We

. were defeated but the enemy's losses: in. j'
his seversl efforts to storm our position
on- the Ridge cost him enormously in- dead .
o and wounded. While in that locality we.
. guffered extremely during the winter and

. early spring of 1864. Our supply of food
_and clothing was almost exhausted. Our.
. good ran so low at one time that our daily

- “’rations consigsted only os & small allowance:

o f meal to each man; and the meat served to -

. us was from the carcasses of cattle, so-
/poor in flesh that 1t was not unusual to-
. gee one fall from exhaustlon while being

. driven. When any of them were killed for
. 'meat we were told to go and help ourselves.

. The meat was g0 poor that in cooking 1t

- over the fire we could hardly see any grease
o from it. We could get rellef by foraging

o for the country abbut us was practically

- stripped of food stuff and provender for

" 1ive stock. We were almost at the point of
- starvation. Such conditions caused many of
~our men to sicken and dle; some desetrted: and
went home; but we, of the great ma jority,
. made up our minds to hold on %o the end of -
i ghe war if 1ife could be kept in us. '
o It was generally belisved that our
“miserbale condition was due to the lack of
..~ effort on the part of General Bragg to sup=-
i ply us. Peeling ageingt him became  intense.

.+~ Hé was removed as commanding officer and we
o [chen received bevter food; but 1t was issue.

. to us very svaringly. A ration. for a dzy

. consisted at that time of one piece of hard_   :

"7 ?“tack and a niece of meat about the size of
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j;my hand.r We WOuld‘make two meals out of L
that, and by chewing it thoroughly and drin--T;*f
‘king a great quantity of water with it, we o
S got: along very: well. = After the change in. .
‘rations came Wwe did 1ift service for a month S
_>0r g0 and I gained several pounds in weight. =
.0'In: the eéarly summer of 1864 we bacame en= . =
. gaged in the lorng drawn out struggle agalnst L
a_wf;General Sherman,in his march to the sea. o
. Our army was poorly equipped and the enemy ..
LErowass well equioned, ‘They outnumbered us hy
. many thousands and had reinforcements in- easy* H
© . ‘reach. With these facts well known to us. allj_j]
oo ands with the bellef that the success of - =
: jt?Sherman s campalgn would virtually mean the.
7. los8 of our cause, we nevertheless prepared:
' f}]:to meet the enemy with unabatec courage. . = .
coo- o Barly in May our scouts reported the ap= -
-Zproach of the great army marching out from .. - .
“‘Chattanocoga and everything was put in readi~_”:_
“..ness to repel them.. QOur regiment, the 9th Lo
o Kentucky: Cavalry, was dlsmounted and placed.
oenan bluff to. prevent the Federal forces .
pagsing through Dug Gap near Tunnell Hill, o
-~ Georglas Thig gap in the mountaln range R
. wae on the direct: line of the enemy's march, -
. %he possession of which was necessary to be.
- umder his control. We thereforse received .
-~ the. firet attack of the enemy on his March.
U be the Seg. - Ve fought several hours and
.- kept the enemy back until nightfall when _
©our ammunition became exhausted. To save
our ammunitlon, toward the end of our
" struggle at the Gap we 414 effective work
by rolling great boulders down the slde of"
. the Pluff into the ranks of the enemy. Ve Lk
- -were relieved from our position at night and
. removed to another part of the battle line. -
. pur’ Colonel, W. C. ¥, Breckinridge, has
. gontributed a reliable article on the part
/gf our regiment performed in that particular'{-j
- engagement which wag published in Volume %, J”f
page 277y in the Century Magazine publication
o =of the Civil. War, entltled, “Battle and Leaders
: ,“ef the Civil War.," R
R - That campaign was continuous and we were
':Q-fighting ‘gomewhere along the lines every day
“until savanah was. reached in December. The

v - - : :
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Lﬁwchief engagements which cur regiment taok S
part in during. that time were: Tunnell: Hill, i
balton Resaca,. ‘“Peach. Tree Creek, Red: Glay,u;'-*“

. Brnow HIll, MeMinville, Atlanta’ ané,many
. “others of less severity. - In fact there was
o very 1little time when we. were nmot 1in action,_
'ﬁedoing either cavalry or infantry: service.-_ '
. ‘. Long before we reached. Savanah we were
n;Lg,.coﬂvinced that the end was near. Notwith-.
oo gtanding these discouraging. thoughts in our:
coominds and our suffering for want of food: and
. other: necsssaried, our army kept up the fight
oiwith o great: courage. ‘At one time, before .
. reaching Savannah, the only food we had for-
- geveral days was roasting ears,. and arfver b
. .reachling the gsea we-lived for a time on oyste's
ooenly. After-a few days stand necar Savannahl,
L we retreated up into North Carolina. ¥hile
S there we had engagements at Bentonville,
-ﬁ;;Neonaay Church and other places of lesgss im="'
. portance.  But we were lm mno:eonditlon te do .
;;_,L*effective fighting a8 our renkse were deplebted, .
0 our esquipment almost exhausted, and our food
o ‘and clothing were such as we could. find in
' ‘the impoverished country. Boon after we -
“.reached North: Carolina we learned that Gen-
.o eral Lee had surrendéred and all hope was
o gone.. At that time, President. Davis and his
r,;_cabinet were moving South and soon reached
gy o Aidetally compoeed of the remnants of -
'Beveral reglments, one of whieh was our own,
i was ordered to-excort them further south in
© their effort to eseape recapture. Our
I journey commenced near Raleigh, North Caro-
‘- “lina, and continuwed through the country to
,gg“Washington, Georgia. During that time we-
i were being pursued by the enemy and had B
~ geveral small fights in which several of our
'ﬂ;men were killed, wounded oI captured. _
Lo That was g mournful procegslion. = Qur . .
ﬁnceuse wae losts: Our President and his cabi-:-_
. inet were seeking escape from capture and” e
__;acwere denending for safety upon an escert made e
iuprof asgs jaded a lot of goldlers as ever
;Ldgundertook to do importsnt: service.  Gloomy .
-‘as the situation wae; things would occur Nnow -
e“and then, as We marched along which had a.-;__._
;-ggtendency to cheer uo the downcast snirits, “_5ﬁ~
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| The Attorney General of ‘the' Confederate Cabl--.
}jnet;,J@Q?,-Benjamin,;was;nOt-by:any means .o
i destiltue of spirit. - He would occasionally =
. get into an apparently cheerful mood and tell . .
ra good story, laugh heartily and cheer all =~ .
 thosé around him. He was an interesting .
. eharacter, short, fat, and wasg a Spectacle
oo riding &long on & large horse, fully seven- -
#;-ﬁeen%handsfnighg-h153feet~barely_reach1ng~,:L¢;j¢
=-;fﬁb310whh1399addle_skirtsy-,He~wore,a_long,;f"gﬁj 
- Prince Albert. drees coat which hung down on .
. esach side of the horse; and on his head he
. wore. a tall sllk hats : L
e on. the march, the Cabinet Officers kept
i intaet, all officlal bslongings, inecluding
- four wagons, loaded with the funds of the =
o mpegsury Department which was made up of ~ - . o
. one hundred and twenty five thousand dollars -
©in gold and silver money, and gold and gil=
. ver bullion, representing all told about - 0
' geven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, . =
. begides great quantitles of Confederate -~ . ...
“bills, . Whern we reached Washington, Georgla .
) 1t was seen we would not be able to carry — .
" this money out of the country as the enemy .-
.~ wasg close upon us. Numbering &t that time, . -
three- thousand all told, we were lined up - i
and. the gold and silver money and the Con- .
* - federate bills were dlvided among us. Esenr
o l'get thirty two dollars in gold and 8ilver
©. and a great roll of Confedérate bllls. e
.7 At that place the President and his Gabi<
f]inetﬁléft-us;and'started-farther gouth with -~
g small detall of about twenty men. o
.. We turned about with some fight 8Bl
o Yeft in us and engaged in a spirited little
o engagement at Loulsville, Georgia, in which =
. our losses were small. We then marched L
.+ back inte Washington, Georgla, and surren- S
. “-dered to General James H. ¥ilson, May 1865. .
Lo U Ag nereinafter stated, our regiment &Bi

N

o organized after the first year's service . oo
O with Colonel W. C. P. Breckinridge commandings
__.,ﬁ_waéjmade.upjof{eleVen hundred men, and when .
. we:surrendered we had a few less than one
" nundred to repregent the whole regiment. A
| reat mANTaUeT REETEHN E8oUrSicdndtverEeases,
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in Federal Prigons; some were slek or wounded = .
= and were in hospitals or private residences, i
g and a2 few had deserted. .

: With our thirty-two dollars in one pockel, = -
L and the worthlese Confederate blills in another,
% we started for our respective homes immediately
after the surrender. By the terms of our sur- .
pender we were allowed to retain our horses, -
gaddles, bridles and side arms (pistols);

but when we reached Chattanooga our horsges . -
were taoken from us and we were sent to Nash-
ville where we were required to take the Qath ..
of Alleglance and finally discharged May 22,
1865. We were anxious to reach home and RUEREEAE
practically all of our regiment started home=' "
ward on foot. They made no effort to get N
their horses which had been left at Chatte-
nooga in the handg of the Federal Forces.

Although I had not heard directly from. o

my family for more than a year, such informa- -
tion ag I had received indirectly, gave me L
reasons to believe that when I reached home .
T would find all my horse stock gone., I

needed horses with which to run my farm, and

T had no money to buy them. I therefore left

the others of our regimént and went back o = .-
Chattancoga with the hove of getting my horses .
When I reached there I found thousand of TR
horses which had been assembled there wnen:

they were taken from the many organizations

of the Confederate soldlers surrendered in

that locality. They were standing in ary

fields and lots with barely enough hay to

keep them alive. I was granted permigsion

to meet General George H. Thomas, who wag

chief in command, to whom I explained the
aituation and asked if I might be permitted
to take mv horsge home with me and also those
belonging to my comrades who lived in my :
neighborhood; and I even ventured to ask for

two additional horses for myself. He prompt-

1y granted my request and had an order issued .
and give to me to get the horses. I am glad
to say of General Thomas, that from the short
interview with him, which lasted not mors R
than five minutes and from what I had heard

of him from other sources, he was & man of:'IVZEJ

SC 1617 . Manuscripts & Folklife Archives — Library Special Collections — Western Kentucky University




e e @R

the highest tyne and very considerate of the
.-ﬁjConfederate ‘goldiers who ‘were his cantives._..
I went among the horses until I found: those
3w+¢that had been surrendered by our reglment
.and T found_them 'all herded together. ST
. ‘got my own and those belonging to my. neighborS'Hﬁ
. ahd. then I selected: two ‘additional ones out. - .
_of the best I could find in that part of. the_g;g]
~-field and as I was told to do. I looked = .
. about to get some one. to assist me in taking;xa;f
. the horses Home and came across & negro boy . -
~who: had been a camp helper in our regiment R
cand ke hired him to help me. We: traveled
S0 through the country from Chattanoogs and
. teook the lot of bomy and. gcarred horses to iR
' my home.. Wnen I reached home I found all my57;ﬁf
" hoprse stock had been taken except one black ;.g? 
- mare, but she and the three I brought home . .
~+for my own use-each of which proved fo be a
L good one: when fattened uvp-made me  two good
:T_Tteama, cempletely gupplying my needss o
. ©. Vhen we surrendered our horses at Chatta-f‘s”»
. ‘nooga it was expected that our. pistols would = =
nalso. be taken and most of our men threw tneirs&ﬁj
“into a well on the outakirte of the eity; I
‘hid mine and afterwards: took it to nieces,.”-ﬁﬁﬂ
S ;H*nutting parts here and there in my- blankets
-j“ﬁ:and,abcut my persons and carried it safely
S through.: -When T reached Harrodsburg, on my
o way home, I Yeft it with William Goddard

. 'of 'that place, who kedt. 1t until it cowld
pafely be sent to met at my home. Many Con=- .
. Tederate. soldiers were belng searched ag - .
©" they pasgsed through Texington and for this
“pemson I left it. It was sent to me & few = L
‘months. later. I carried that pistol throughw'g*
3out the whele: of my was serviceud . S
T was. never made a prisoner- during the

*war, Sput Brother James b, wWhno served with
‘me during the whole war, was: on&awcantured :
and after a short time in prison. was exchanged
}fand continued his service in our regiment._,~g
“Brother Thornton served for a- while on the.
.gﬁonfederate gide, but by reason of his age-
cand weight, he wag: not able to serve througx
“the war, He was not With ug but was in ser— ;-*1

. vice in Virginia. He returned home in. 1864
;and,his presence was. made knewn.;_Soon :
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thereafter he was made a prisoner by the =~ .
forces under General wurbridge, who was in =
command of the Federal forces in northern 70
Kentucky. Under the notorious retaliatory
prolamation issued by that officer, Brother
Thornton, with two others, were shot in

. Frankfort. The bodies of the three were =
~taken up after the war and given conapicuous

burial places next to the Confederate jis{o) ¢ 10 LRI
ment in the cemetery at that place. A cross- S
is placed at the hear od his grave which is.
at the one corner of the monument, with his - =
name on it. The other two are buried in
the same way. : B
When I went into the war in 1861, we thought
1t would be of ghort duration and I left - = i
plenty of food stuff to supply my family un-
t1l the time I expected to return. I rode
away on & sorrel race horse I owned named
"8111," and when I came home for the one
nlght in 1862, I left that horse as he was o
badly used up, and_ toock another sorrel horse =
I had named "Bald," He broke down after a
few wonths use and Tell with me in the road,
and I left him. I had several horseg after -~
that and had but one killed ocutright while
riding in battle. In a charge upon the ene-
my near Dalton, Georgla we mlstook their
strength. As we reached the lines we found
they were too strong for us and were ordered
back. As I turned to retreat, my horse was
gshot through the neck and fell, catching my
leg under him. My large wooden stirrup
gaved my leg from being crushed, but it was
fastened under him. My other foot was
looge and when he fell I placed it against
his withers, gave a push and at the saune
time yelled at him, and in his struggle to
get up, I loosged my leg, Jjumped up and ran

- after our retreating forces with myself as
a target for the enemy's bullets. I ran -

about one hundred yards and found shelter
under the bank of a creek until I reached
one of our men who took me up behind him
and we rode off safely. My horse in his
struggle wasg able to gain his feet and ran
by my side about fifty yards with the
Plood spurting from each side of his neck
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before he fell from exhaustion. IR St

I reached home June 3, 1865, too late to =
put out a crop for that year., I found the
farm stripped of all live stock except one
mare, two cows, and one sow and pigs. . The =
farm was in very bad condition, such ag might . =

‘have been expected after four years' neglect.

I hired Will Johnson who had been my faithful =~

slave and who had assisted my family the beet =~ =
he could during the war, to help me put the: -
farm in order. I borrowed the necessary money . -

for all my purposes during that year. A gon-. -0
siderable part of my farm was covered wilth RN
timber and when winter came on I made a con-
tract to furnish four hundréd cord of wood -
to G. W, Taylor Distilling Company at $4.00
& cord, ricked in the woods, Will and k. . ¢
cut and ricked the wood and the Company did =~
the hauling. The contract was completed about.
April 1, 1866, and the $1600. paid me furnished -
amply for repayment of the money borrowed, -
and enable me to prepare for extensive eropd ...
during that year and to supply, to some ex—
-tent my need of live stock. All went well.
during the year 1866, I sold my surplus
corn at $5.,00 a barrel and fat hoge at $11.
per hundred, and I alsc sold some additional
cord wood to the same party as we econtinued -
¢learing up our timber lands for cultivation.
After that everything went on normally
with us. The disorganized conditions from
the effect of the war were soon adjusted
and we moved forward as 1f no losses had
been sustained and no privations suffered,
several war mementos are in the posses-
sion of my family which I hope will be kept
ag keepsakes, such as my army pistol, caval-
ry saddle, which I used the latter pari of _
the war, parole and certificate of allegilance,
some of the Confederate money pvaid to me for
my last service, and a gold dollar I kept
sewed in the collar of my uniform during the
latter part of the war, which in the event
of my belng captured and put in a PFederal
‘priseon might have done me good service in
buying something I needed. It was very
1ittle, but I could not have hidden a larger
cein for fear of discovery; for all who
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,were c&ntured,were carefully gearched, =~
.My devoted wife, with our four c¢hildren . .
8 endured untold suffering and privation during!ﬁjj
the four years of my absence, and if & = i
= :precord ig 'made of my narrative, as here glven,,[f
© 1. 'hope that- gome one of our fam#ly will. make LR
~ out such a record of the experiences of my
< wife and children during the same” period, FERRN
. !so that future genarations in our family may S
R know the whole history.---- - LE ;

GUR.HGNE EXPERIENCES DURING
: THE WAR e .

e “When father 1eft home,_September 15, B
i ;:1861, to Join the Confederate Army, he was. S
Sohas stalwart voung farmer 29 years: 0ldy Mother,ffﬁ
. who had not yet reached her twenty- -third - ]N”“
L. Plrthday, was left behind to assume the re~ T
o gponsibilities of caring for their famlly,-gg L
which consisted of herself, three children,--ﬁ
‘and ‘a fourth born three months after his.
“,_departure,_: -
. The home on the farm wag a comfertable
. ‘*colonial building well furnished, and, as" L
. . father states in hils narrative, gupplied’ with.*‘*
necégsaries to. sustain the family until the
' coming of the next crops which were: alreaﬁy
- planned for. The farm wag-in a high state
o iefecultlvation, well supplied with f&rming
o implements and all kinds of 1live stock, -
cooiysually s found on- & Eentucky farm-in those
Gl dayee Ho one: eXpected the war to last more
7 than-one year, and father left his- family
.ﬁfambly provided for during that “time. =
i Grandfather Lafferty resided three quar-
--;'ters of a mile east of our house and Grand-
- father Henry one mile %o the west. Although -
- both were old men, there was some comfort In.
”meh&ving them 80 near. o
Ui Afder father's departure, mother, in her
“ﬁusual quiet and thoughtful way, went about’
o oputting things in order, and taking up her.
- new reaspongibilities as planned by father
. and herself.  They had her eousin, Miss -
~.-Nannie Humnhrey, who wasg one year older:
" than mother, to come and be with her as a.
Zj c0mpani0n.- Father g. faithful slave, W111
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:_onhnson, who had his sleening quarters at
ﬁngrandfather 8 home, wag relied upon to do P
rall- farm work and whatever else was. neces-;;_;]f i
_sary %o keep the family comfortable. Father . = .
.~ ‘and Will Johnson were abbut the same-age and.
- the kindest relations always existed between=:ﬂj’q
“them. They talked together, as father wag o
‘about to leave, and when he urged Will to =
o “remain at his vost until he returned and do ol
- hid part 1n supblying the family needs,: wiirooooo
- replied, ¥It matters not what may take .o
- place, I will be here when.you return unleSSuﬂ'~"‘
I-die or am dragged away.” Falthfully he =~ -
did his duty during the whole period of the e
war. Courageously, the two young womeéen kept .
the house and cared for the four children,
v with no one to protect them at night save
wo the two old grandfathers and the faithful
. 8laves nearly a mile away. '
i Though anxious and sad, they got along S
~'very well the first year. pDuring the firat’
‘few months after father left, mother heard -
fregquently from hinm .as 1etters were sent..
. through the country by messengers who. Were
. appointed for that purpose, and she sent
letters to him in the same way. Such was'
.. the only means of communication ag the Con- -
o federate mall was excluded from the Uniued
. Btates Mail service.
ST Ag the Confederates moved farther away
. and our part of the Btate became filled
with Federal soldisrs, the Journeys of -
messengers Pbecame more and more hazardous,
znd consequently nrecelving and sending let-
ters became less frequent. Being nearly
81x years of age whem my father was wounded
in his flrst battle, -I remember well when
the news reached our home and the excitement
it created. The first news came indirectly,
but a letter came soon after with the com-
Jforting information that the wounds were
- not serious. Tears and outburat of grief
.. were freguent during the whole period of
-, the war, becoming more intense as father
moved farther and farther away and the com-
munications were practically cut off.,
e In the summer of 1862, news réached our
T heme tnat tne command to Which father be=
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longed had been fightin in Virginia, but

wag then in Kentucky. Two or three letters -
were recelved during the summer and we be- -
1ieved father would manage to vislt use if

the (onfederate forces approached near our .
home. Nothing was certein about ihe gitua-

tion until we learned that General Klrbvy . L
smith and his army of Confederates were im -~ . .
the state and would likely drive the Feder-
als out. About ithe time we first received
this information, July 17, we got our first
thrill of battle, when a small body of Con=
federate under the command of General John
H. Morgan, attacked the Federsl forces at
Cynthiana. '

We had no Idea General Smith's Army
would come near ug, but one morning while
we children were plahing in front of our
home, we were surprised to gsee great numbers
of soldiers coming down the road. We ran to
tell mother, wno cried with Joy when she saw
they were Confederates. She hastily proceed-
ed to prepare food for the hungry ones. Will

Jornson cut a lot of stove wood and Brother
Newt, who was & year and & half younger than
I, helped me carry the wood to the kitchen.
The two women cooked and pagsed food out to
the soldiers the whole day.
~ After we saw our road was f1lled with
goldlers we discovered that the old State
road, about & mile from us was filled also.
The passing of the army, about forty thous-
and strong, was 2 great sight as they marched
along the two roads all day and well 1nto
the night with cavalry, infantry, and ar-
tillery corps. Waen the day was over, We
went to Grandfather Henry's home for the
night and found about six thousand of the
men encamped near there for a few hours, 80
the preparation and aistribution of Tood

seontinued Tar into the night.

' A few days later we heard that General
John Morgan had reached Paris and the coum-
mand to which father belonged was with him
temporarily. We then were assured that he
would be able to visit his home. Late in
the afternoon of the next day, father ap-
peared at the front fence and our rejolcing

S ! : , : ;
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knew no bounds. Mother had antlclnated S
his coming and made preparations for a great -
feast. Federal soldiers were not far away,
north and esst of us, and every precaubion

was taken to prevent his capture. Asg night

came on, Will Johnson acted ag guard and

Kept wateh to give alarm should Federal

soldiers appear. About ten o'clock that L
night ¥ill came running into the house, ex- =
claiming that horsement were coming up the -
road. Father strapped on hisg pistol, got

his gun and ran inte the orchard to await
deveXopmente. The horsemen proved to be- o
nelghborsg who had heard of father's presen@el

and were calling to see him. All went _
quietly the rest of the night. Next morning
father got a fresh horse and at sunrise all -
the Confederate sgoldiers in our nelghborhood, -
who had come home for the night, gathered :

at Grandfather Lafferty's home, 'where Uncle

James D, Lafferty had left his family, and =
Immediately thereafter they took leave of - ' ..
thelr families and friends who had likewise =~ .-
.gathered there to tell them good-bye, and oo
went galloping away to rejoin their command.
That was the only time we saw father durlng

the whole period of the war. We returned

to our home and mother was deeply grileved

for father had explained to her that the

war would be long drawn out.,

During that year Will Johnson had culti~ L
vated a falr cron and we: were well supplied. .
with food, but c¢lothing was beginning to be
gearce. We went through the winter of S
1862-63 with no unusual happenings. In the = -
gpring following crops were put out, and :
again we fared reasonably well. Durling the -
sumner we had a letter from father giving
hils exvperiences from the time he rejoined.
his command to the time of writing, _

During the remainder of the year 1863, we
encountered our usual hardships and in ad- -
dition, had cccasional visits from squads
of Federal soldiers, who came pretending to:
hunt for father, but in reality to search .. .
the house and outbuildings and helo themselves

to any property they chose to carry off. ﬂ:g]
In the spring of 1864, Federal soldiers had ﬁ;f}
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gathered in our county in great numbers. Af'v'”'

camp was located in Cynthiana, one was at
the mouth of Mill Creek, 2 mile away from-

our home, another was at the railraod_bridgé 1f f*
near Robinson Sitation, and etill another at - 0

Berry. They were seen traveling around the -
neighborhood in squads nearly every day. S
The main body of those encamped near us were.
Home Guards composed of low-~clags men who '
had never sesn a real way service and who
were a consgtant annoyance to all Confeder-
ate sympathizers. DIuring that year they
took away all but two of our meat hogs, and.

our c¢hickens, milked our cows when they chos@.f E

and took 21l the houses we had. They came

at intervals, demanding that meals be prepared
for them out of our small quantity of food.
The mesals were prepared. A refusal might have
meant eruelty or further depredations,

fhen the horses were belng led away, every
member of the family was weeping and begging:_
that at least one might be spared us, but
no favor was show. Sister Tee, though a
mere baby, FTour and one half years old,
climbed éh-the front gate 1o the barn lot
and gave the Home Guards a sound scolding,
much to their amusement.

Mother learned that the horses had been
taken to the camp at Terry. Next day she
berrowed a horge and rode threes miles to
the residence of Uncle Jame C. Kilng, asking
him to accompany her. At the risk of being
arrested for aiding a Confederate sympathlzer
he went with her to the camp where they found
the horses. Mother asked an interview with
the commanding offlcer, which wag granted,
and she then made what Uncle James called
an irresistible plea which caused an order
to be issues for her to take home with her,
her favorite mare, named, “Black!" Two or .
‘three days later another gquad came and
took the same mare to the same camp, but
the commanding officer recognized her and
had her returned.

General John H. Morgan made a rald into _
northern Xentucky and again visited Cynthiana
angd on the 11th of June of that year, where
he attacked the Federal forces. The '
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;ﬂfighting:ecntinued'seVeral hourg and extvern=— .
-1Qedjdown,below-Kellerfs,bridge;‘not'far DR
3}£rbm“qur'home;;?Wé-Weht-td'the~fr$n$vcf our - -
" home and llstened to the nolse of battle as
;;1tﬁgradually'came nearer to us. Mother
-+ eaught and saddled the black mare and got. ..
'grea&y to:movaffarther away, but after about -
ag__ffcur_hours,fighting the firing ceased and
fy\_our_retreat:wascnot-neceséary. The Con=~ . - .=
. federates wonithe day, and during the after--

'noon- we frequently sew Federal soldiers who =~ -
. had surrendered, rumning to make thelr eseape.
. Next day, Morgan's forces, stlll in R
;ff?_Cyhthiana,.were_attacked by the Federals AR
. under General Btephen V. Burbridge and were - ..
- -..defeated.: During the afternoon of that day,
i we saw retreating squads of Confederate sol-
. 'dlers running to make thelr excane. '
G About two week 1ater the decomposed body
o of a Confederate soldler was found under
. 'some bushes on the Moore Farm, about a mile
oo from our house. And within fifty feet of -
. the body his horse was found by Polk Hutch-
“insln, tled to a sapling in a depression -
. 'ynere it had been hildden. It wag so near
-gtarved it could not gtand; 1t had even T
. gaten the bark off the tree to which 1t was-
i fled.  The body of the soldler was buried
© o in the Stump Graveyard and the horse was
- saved., I always believed the soldler,
either wounded or not, left the road and -
oo weas in hiding to avoid capture while he
a7 might recuperate some before passing on.
. Immediately after these battles the Con-
o federates moved away from our sectlion of
. the State and ths various Federal camps _
“. were restored. Oprression of the Confeder-
- ate sympathizers increasged and the Home
L Guards were very cruel. They went to Grand-
" father Lafferty's home, saylng they had B
i orders to take all guns of every kind that.
2o egould be found in the county. Grandfather - -
_ owned a squirrel rifle, which he had loaned .. =~
. +to a neighbor, and upon his refusal to tell = .
" where it could be found, they arrested him,: -
' Hﬁcaught“a«young_horse-of his, which had only
~peen ridden a few times, and put him on ite

~ They brought him. to our house, where they-_.'”""
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stopred for a few minutes, and while there
kept prodding the young horse with a bayonet,
making it difficult for grancdfather to keep.
hig seat., He was then 76 years old and

mother begged them to stop thelr cruelty,

but in vain. They took him away and had him
gent to Cam» Chase at Columbus, Ohlo. The
commander in charge, who wag passing through
the prison saw the decrepit old man sitting -
on a stool, and ordered that he be reguired
to take the Oath of Alleglance and be re- . .
leased. When the officer came to admlinister .
the Oath, grandfather, rising from his stool: '
said: Do you insult me? I fought all of
this territory in the was of 1812 to drive

out the British and Indians. I proved my
allegiance, and I will sit here and rot be-
fore I will take such an oath! And down he
sat. However, the facts were reported to
hesdquarters and he was firthwith released
without taking the oath.

About the same time Uncle Thornton Laf-
Terty had returned from the South and was
ecaptured and shot by order of General Bur-
bridge as stated ln father's narrative. IHe
and two others were ordered to be shot in
retaliation for men lost who belonged to
Burbridge's command. They were made to |
stand against a stone fence a short dls-
tance from where the present capltol build-
ing in Frankfort is located, and to face a
firing squad made ur from 2 Kentucky regi-~
ment. The order was given to fire and his
two companions were killed instantly, but
when the smoke cleared away he Was still
standing unhurt. The Kentucky gquad wasg
ordered to reload and kill him, which 1t
refused to do on account of his age and
becaugse several Federal soldlers present
who were ientuckians and knew him wanted
his 1life saved. That squad was replaced by

. one from iichigan and while they were taking
their places, the women at Miss Sallie
Johnson's home pleaded for the life of this
gray-haired old man and called nim o run
to their house for protection. He gstarted
towards them but the soldiers threatened
death to the women if they undertook to
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shield him. W#hen Uncle Thornton hedard the
- threats he stonped short and exciaimed, S
"Non't shoot any woman on my account, n then._ fjJB
deliberately walked back to his nlace agaim

the stone fence and was shot. The three:
martyrs lie buried at the foot of the Con-. -~
federate monument in the Frankfort cemetery, . °
esach grave being marked with a cross. :

As winter came on, we had little food to
subsist upon. Our meals, until late in the-
spring of 1865, consisted of corn bread, bacoy
and occasionally potatoes. Instead of coffee '
we used parched rye and sweetened it with a
cheav coarge brown sugar. IEnough wheat had
heen saved to provide bisgcuits for us once
a week, :

The end of the war was near and falss =
rumors were constantly being eirculated that
father was at home. This caused the Federal.
goldlers to frequently place a guard around
our house at night, hoping to capture him.
Hother closed all the big house but one large
room in which we huddled together for mutual
nrotection, and from sgun up to sun down, and
aun down ito gunrose, the doors were kept
locked the the shutters closed. o

In that room we slept, prepared our meals
over a wood flre and served them upon a small -
table, continuing in those close guariers un-
t11 the close of the war. The ordeal through
which mother passed during those four years
was trying in the extreme, & teat that few
could have met so patiently so courageously
and 8o tactfully. ©She was consulted by
Will Johnson in all that was done about the
farm, and towards the last she was an able
director of all her affairs. She had the
51d hand-loom &t Grandfather Henry's home
put in condition, got some wool, had 1t car-
ded at Cynthiana, and with a spinnlng wheel
ind regl she spun the yarn, with which she
gupnlied her fam: 1y with eclothing. In all
her work she was ably asgisted by her faith-
ful companion, Cousin Nannle Humphrey.
 Neighbors and kinsmen might have given her

assistance if they could, but the feeling

wag so intesne that even those who were in _ :
sympathy with the union dared not sghow Tavor . .

SC 1617 | Manuscripts & Folklife Archives — Library Special Collections — Western Kentucky University




/ =29~

4o families from which members were gerving
sin the Confederate Army for fear of beling
charged with disloyalby.

: wiil Johnson deserved. the high egteem 1n
which we all held him. He remalned faith-
ful to the promise he made fatner when he
gtarted for the war. After the first two
years had pagsed, slaves did very much a8

they pleased, some left and Joined the Federal

Army while others went ag they chose. Will
was married and his good wife and two chil-
dren were the slaves of Abraham Bowman, whoe
1ived near us. Vaen Grandfather Lafferty was
in prison, Will looked after his farm also.
Federal soldiers and slaves urged him to leave
and many inducementsg were held out to him, but
he remained at his post. He freguently sald,
¢ 1 wnow I can go at any time, and nobody
could stop me, but I will not do it." AL ,
the close of the war, fother made a btwo yealr
contract with Will to work for him, and at

the expiration of that contract he collected
his money, made a first payment on & small
tract of land, got his femily together and
went to housekeering. Pather gave him live
gtoek and farming implements and assisted

him in many other ways. He 1ived until 1902
and dled an honored and respected citlizen.
There was another slave connected with our
family to some extent, nemed Susan 1o whom -
we were all most devoted. £She belonged to
Grandfather Henry and was about twelve years
old when the war closed, too young to take
care of her self when the war closed. BShe
remained with the family until grandfather's
death in 1876. And, then she stayed with
Grandmo ther Henry and kept house. When grand-
mother came to live with us Susan came 100,
and faithfully looked after grandmo ther un-
+i1 her death, twenty years after the war.

3he then married a prosperous negor farmer
named Cole 8pesars, Who died in 1916+ Susan
now lives in Georgetown and is respected by
211 who know her.

Tether and the negro boy who helped him
‘reach home June 10, 1865, wlth the battle
scarred horses he had secured through the
kindness of General Thomas. With a beard
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federate uniform; he was not prepossessing
in appearance or easlly recognized, since =
‘we had previously known him as clean ghaven.
ind well-dressed. Our youngest sister, Sue,; '
‘who feared, rather than loved soldlers, asked ..
wother if that old man was going to stay alli .. © -
aight at our home. She was too young bto - T
. realize the happiness in that reunitted Laf=- i
. Terty household. The evening meal was réady .
“when father arrived and we all sat around - SR
. that supper table, he in hils rags, mother - . o
7 i1 her linsey and the children 1n thelr home~ . -
.gpun and the first step was taken in begin- .
“ming 1ife all over again. o
. Aftek the meal was over we went out to
. feed the horses and then turned them out to
‘graze. Taln and bony, with saddle sores and
‘wounds and exhausted from thelr long Jjourney,
“they were wretched looking beagts. But they .
were young and rest and good grazing soon . -
fully restored them. Father and mother =~ . - o
. 1lived long and useful llves. He was in his -~ 00
““jeventy fourth year when he dled and she was ...
_in her eightieth. They reared a large family .
2 of eleven children and then brought up two . -
0 grandsons, - They were honest, industrious, .. .. .
' god-fearing veople, kind parents, hospltable -
. pelghbors, and ideal cltizens. A
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