UNFINTSiED AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF JOHN ROWANW

WRITTEN TN 1841 AT FEDERAL HILL, XY.

T propose, now thet my life of sixty-seven-years migk
be drawing towards a closae, to leave behind me for the grati-
fication of my children, a plain narretive of the principal
fackts end incidents with which it wes connected, or influenced,

-

from infancy up to this time. They may consider it an auto-
biography, written, not to gratify the venity of the writer--
~he has no vanity, he never had any, he wes alweys too proud
to be vain--hubt to gratify their desire to lmow the line of
their parentage, wihich desire is e natural impulse of self
love. If it is not a duty, it ecertainly is not wrong to
gratify ite Tt is in bhat spirit thig narrative is pommenced,
end will be econducted to its 6lose, if it shell ever be closgod,.

T was born in York County, in the State of Pennsylvania.
In thet county end in the same neighborhood were horn my
mother and father. My father, William Rowan, was the son of
Irish parents. My mother, E1izabeth coopar, was a Quaker lady,
the danghter of weanlthy and respeoteble parents, but whence
degconded, in reference either to parentege or country, I
nover learned, or, if T did, have forgoktten. My mother wos
about five feet geven inches high, and possessed that beauty
which & good constitution end good health gives to symmetrical
conformation without the eivilities (which are called eccomplish-
ments) of a modern eduémtion, hers was the "sano mine in sanc

carvora." She combined with the most attractive placidity of
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mien and deportment greet firmness and equanimity, of which
illustrious instances will be given in the course of this
narrative,

My father was e man of fine personal presence., liis
stature was a little over six feet, and finely proportioned,
tis mind in vilume and natural vigor was of the best order.
iis education was confinéd to the English lanpuage. lie was
naturally eloquent, especially in eylogy. I received, while
Ponnsylvania was still a colony, the appointmont of MHigh
Sheriff of his native county, of which office he was in
exercise when the colony declared her independence and formed
her constitution, where upon he was elected High Bheriff of
the county and re-elected succegsively for tiree several‘years—
that being ﬁhe lohgest period qf tenure which the consbitution
of the State accorgded to that office. Those were the Ffirst
three years of the Revolutlonary War, in which he wss engapged
with ardor, and at the lead of & voluntesr company repaired
to the threatre of action, ana remained in service for six
months, the périod for which the company had volunteered -
roturning to the duties of hia Sherriffey, in the exercise of
which he was led by his benevolent snd generous cast of mind
end feeling to impair, in the relief of others, his own end
my mother's very ample fortune.

At the close of the war, in the view and with the hopes‘
of repairing his ghattered fortune, he eﬁigrated from Penn-
sylvania to Kentucky (then a digtrict of Virginia) in the
wild lands of which he had without any knowledge of the laws

of Virginie, or of the nature of the titles to 1end in Kentucky,
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invested the little remnant of his fortune. On the tenkth day
of October, 1782, he seailed in a flat b&ttomed hoat, of which
he wag Lhe ownor, with five families of emigrants from'the
Monongahele River, nesr the mouth of Redstone Creek, for the
Fdlls of the Ohlo River. A% that time there were no persons
reaiding on the Ohio, or nea} it, on either side from Wheeling
to the Falls of the Ohlo. The whole distance was one entire,
unbrolken wilderness, in hahbited onlyfby savages snd they at
deedily hostility with the whites. The hoat héd been constructed
with the sides higher than a men's head, of plank too thick
to be perforated by e rifle ball, and with post holes for
defensive operations in csse of attack.

Our family cbnsigted of our parents and five children -
three sons and two daughbers - the sons the eldest,\of whom I
wes the third and not nine years old. We expected a voyage
‘ of not more than six or seven days. We sbarted with provisions
for o voyage of not more than that lenghh. lIt wasg intended
not to go on shore between Wheeling and the Falls, except
oocasionally to take on fuel fof cooking, etc. and cone for
cottles We landed for purposes of that kind aboub 25 miles
above the mouth of Little Kanawha River, when it was sugpested
by one of the passengers that it would be well to take ouk the -
osttle that they might exereise Lheir limbs and joints while
they were browsing on the cane. Tt was dbjected by my father,
that the river had fallen much and was continuing to fall
rapidly and might become too shoal for navigotion. It was .

replied by the passenger, who professed to be acquainted with

navigation of the river, thab there was no danger of that
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kind to be appreiended. My father acquiesced, thne caktle
were taken out and burned inko the cane and a deep snow having
Jjust fallon, fires kindled on the bank for purposes of cooking
and warming the children who were frisking sbout lilke birds
Jjust escaped from a capge. During which my brother Andrew, who
had just enbered the 13th year of hia age, obtained from some
one of the pegsengers the loan of his rifle withoukt the kmow-
ledpe of our parents, and wenh int; the forest elated with the
hope of killing & deer. 1o had never carried or shot a gun of
any kinds When we were abou to return to the boat and commence
our voyage he was missing. We were detained of necessity. He
had not, as he afterward told us, been long in the forest
before he saw, ghot at and wounded a large buck. Transprohed
ot the sight of its blood, and anticipeting its speedy death,

A

he pursued it wlth en ardor and intensity which excluded all
obher thoughts,. Maﬁing pursued it until nearly nightfall he
wag awakened to hia condition by the haziness of approaching
darkness and reluctgntly gave up btne chase., He lmew not where
he was, or in whet direction the boat lay. ils had never
before been in the woode beyond the precinets of a populous
neighborhood. He had left the low grounds, or bottom lands
of the river, andlgot far into the hills without being conscious
of it. To return upon lis track seemed to him to be too
tardy = mode of gehting backs. Ib wes on the margin of a small
ritvulet, when he became sensible of his condition, which he
supbosed flowed into the Ohio some siort disbance below the
boat. He detormined to pursue the littls streem to the river,

ond go up the river to the boats Though jaded with the previous
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chese, hé started on end ran down that stream until it
united with another and larger streszm and down thab until it
logt itsgelf in enother and still 1argef, which to save the
eireuity occussioned by its curvatures, he frequentl& weded,
until darknegs and exheustion arrested his career. He took
sheltar under the curvature of a large fallen tree, dropped
into a profound slesp amid the howling of innumerable (as he
supposed) wolves around hime The night was intensely cold,
and he gaved his feet from freeziné‘by pulling them into the
erown of iis nat before he fell into sleep. He awoke some
time after sunrise end pursued his course down stream all day,
when just before night he found himself upon the hank of the
Iitlle Kanawha River{ and ag Lle river wns wmovered with ice,
he -was unsble to sscertain the direction of its current. But
atill the Ohio w;s on his left. 4o took up Lhe r%yer and
travelled in that direction goms five or ten miles when, by
the swiftness of the current upon a riffle or shoal where
the water was not frozen, he saw ita direction and turned
down, pursuing it to its mouth. s took up the Ohio and about
twilight on the third day ceme into camp, during all which
time he had neither seen fire nor tasted food. The men who
had been sent by father in search of him had pursued his track
for two days and given up the pursuit under the conviction
that he must have heen devoured by wolves, or periaﬁed of eold
and hunger. Happily for the feelings of the family, he had
srrived the 9vening hefore the day of ﬁheif return. His feet

and legs were greatly swollen and discolored by the effacts

of the frost. They were immersed, ab the suggestion of
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mother, to the knees in a tub full of whiskey, and continued
in a state. of immersion for some hours, whereby it was believed
they were preserved from the-crippling effect of the frost.
le lost only the firsb joint of each of his great toes, and
susteined no other injury, it would seem; for he grew %o be =a
very largs, robust'énd athletic man. At maturity he waa
6 feet 2% inc.e8 high and well propertioned. e is still
alive and in vigorous health. T was then too young for much
ohgervation or reflection, but remember to have been struck
with the profound but calm and, (a8 T now suppose ) Christien-
like grief whieh marked the countenances of my father and
mother during the sbsence of my brother. They were both
Christians, not in profession only bubt in fact; Now did they
upon his return displaying enybthing like a tumultous joy bub
2 joy mixed with gratitude to the Almigzhty in whoﬁ\they had
trusted during his absence and by whose kind providence they
vorily helieved he had been preserved and restored to them.
T remember well their reasoning. It was thug - "Our child has
been raised tenderly; he has never suffered from cold nor from
unger; on the contrary, parental wigilence and btenderneas
had slways puarded him seducusly from even o congcious
sengsation of either; caressed and pampered, as it were, on
the bosom of civilization and the lep of affluence and eaée,
how could he had sustained and survived the herdships end
privations to which he was exposed, without the assisbance
of the mereciful and providence of God. A child of his age,

instead of gbtruggling with cold and hunger snd fatigue in
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the midst of a savage wilderness, alone and wibhout lmowledge
of his way or of the woods, unaided from above, instesd of
porsevering through two nighte and three days, would in the
firal night, have let himself dowm in despair end oried him-
gs1f Lo desth." They were profoundly grateful to Neaven
withont malking clamorous display of their gratitude. On bhe
ovening of the day of my brother's return, or restoration as
my parents called it, we rocommengad our voyage, bub we made
but little waye. The river had fallen and become sluggish, and
our prograss wag somewhet rebarded by flosting ice, and by

the time we nhmd descended Bo Hhe moubh of the Great Kanawha
wag enbirely errested by the frozen condition of the river.

e encomned as comfortably as possible on the margin of the
river gomewnsh hack from LHhe shore, and remalned until the
breaking up of the ice in the Spying. flaring wet out with a
gtore or provigions f or a seven day's voyage only, we suffered
greatly from mmger; our only reliance for susbenance was

ﬁpOn the pgoue of the foresk, But the game had been lmunted
during the fall by the Tndians and the woods burnt, as was
their manner upon leaving hunting grounds, whereby the greater
part of the game which they hed not taken was driven back from
the river. Besides, there werse no experienced hunters emong
the pasgengers, and my father's pursuits and hebits of 1ife
hed given no aptitude for success in hunting, had the deer

end buffalo been as numerous as formerely. We were of course,
reduced to extremity for victuals at several periods dnring

our stay at that place, hoving been two months without bread
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and frequently experienced intervals of soms lengbth with but
very 1lithle mesan, and that of a very inferior quality. Three
of tie femilies left the boab ab the mowsh of Limestone Creek
(now Mayavillio) wno, in pagssing from that point Lo some shation
in the interior, were shtacked ( as we efterwards learned Y by
the Indiona and mogt of them massacred. We landed at the

Folle (now Touiaville) on the 10th of Merch 1783, just three
months from the day we set snll.

The oppesrance of the river, and the immense, umbroken
continuity of the forest growth which had not then been pro-
faned by the hand of eivilization impressed upon my childish
mind idens of the majesty of nature which are still vivid and
uneflaced by the occurrences of my after life. The westoern
wilderness seemed to be the abode of naturs and the surface
of Lthe Ohio River the place whetre, or on which, sHe delipghted
to sled in silent majesty her boundless grendeur, and the
swans, geese, brant, and even smaller water fowls seemed to
move, swim or fly as if conscious of her sugust presence. I
have often in my latter years in sailing from Wheeling to
Louisville, found myself unconsciously employed in tacitly
contrasting the present with the past sppesrance of the inter-
medinte regiones The aspect inflicted by ecultivation with that
worn by nature before she was deformed by art. What art may
do in the course of one thousand years T canno% foreges, hut
T do not hesitate to say that it will tax her most tasteful
energles during all that time to compensate for the revages
gshe has already made upon the besuty end grandeur of the scenery

of thet river. But I have digressed. Aftor remaining in the
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neigiborhood of the Falls during that sumnor and the following,
"my Tabher, about the middle of April in the Spring 1784, descended
the river from Loulaville, taling with him five families with
the inkention of settling at Lhe long Falls of Green River upon
1end which he had bought before he left Permsylvania and to
which he supposed he had pgood title. The point upon whieh he
proposed to settle, or in other words, to erect a fort, was
nearly one hundred miles by compudation at that time from
Valley, in which there were two or thres forts, and

they constituted the nearest sottleoments to the proposed settle-
ment of my father.

The route by which he intended to reach the Long Falls
on Green River, and by which he arrived at, was down the Ohio
River to the Yellow Banks at which place the families and the
cottle were to debark and travel through by land) e distance
of shout twenty-five miles, and the boats were to pass down
to the mouth of Green River and sgcent that river by means of
the back waber from the Ohio River. Bub before I proceed
further with my nerrative, 1 must notice an ineident which
occurred during the night before we reached-Yéllow Banks., I
havé called it an incident; I should rather have calleﬁ it a
gcena, ag the boata(for there were two, one for the familios
and the othsr for tie cathle) were floahgng gilently along the
middle of the river at sbout nine of ten Otclock in the evening--
such an evening too, as attracted, by its besuty end serenibty
and its clear sktarry vault, even my puerile éaze end edmiration--

the light of e fire was digcovered on the Indian (now Indisna

shore) a greaﬁ distance ahead. And presently otherﬂ'fires wore
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geen, and egain others, lining the bank at short intervalsg for
at lesst half a mile, My fabher ordered Lthe two boats to be
lashed, or fastened togehbher, and nssigned his post to every

man {there were bub seven mon and two boys--my two elder
brobhers--nine guns in ell)s. He directed the boats to be

placed (by rowing) with as little noise as possible within

one third of the width of the river, from the Kentucky shore,
thereby plocing us ab the distance "of two thirdas of it s width
from the Indians, andwithout the reach of their balls. BHe
entertained and expressed the hope thet thus we might glide by
them unperceived and unmolested. But he charged them most
emphatically that, if the Indians discovered and attempted to
board, they should not fire upon tiem unbtil they came within
vowder-hurning distence, and he charged them further and still
more emphatically, 1f possible, that they should Qot utter a
word or sound sbove their breaths That they should maintain a
pfofound and perfect silence; that by this eourse the Indians
migit be left to apprehend theat our numbers wﬁre groat, and thet
we wished them to attack use Everybthing having been arregned
according to orders, we were gliding along silently and had
paased two or three of the upper fires unperceived by the Indians,
and were tacitly solacing ourselves delusive that we should
entirely escape their observation, when suddenly the war whoop
was raised end the most hideous yells were uttersd and answered o
from fires along thelr ronge of camps. We wers hailed in
bréken Tnglish, ordeéred to come to their shore under penalty

of the most dreadful desfruction. The utmost silence was

maintained on our part, not an oar was pulled, not o word was
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ubtered. Fven the cathtle seemed to have compreiended the
injunction to silence imposed by my father--they were unusually
still. The Tndiens repented their terrifioc yells (und 1like wolves
ench could moke the noise of half e dozen) and rushed to their
canoes. Yor ench cemp there seemed Lo Lave been a canoe. Thoy -
rughed towards us, and the noise of their paddles seemed, as
they approached usg, to increasse the horrors of their shouts.

M this moment my mother arofb from .er seat, and withow
snying a word even a whisper %o anybody, collected all the
axes and placed one by the side of each man, beginning witwmy
father, end then sat down in silent composure, retaining en
ax for herself. The other women of the boat had lain down in
despsir and pulled Lheir beds over their faces and heads. " E

Hoving hovered in our rear and sides ah a rBSpectfui |
digtance for néarly two mileg, they gave up and r;turned. Wa

conkinued to szail during all thefnight and the forepart of

next day, when we arrived‘at the Yellow Banks.

The orders of my father were scrupulously obeyﬁd thpough=-
out the wiole of this appalling scene. Not a sound was ubtered,
nor é movemént made, except the locomotion of my mother in
collecting the axes and the disposition of them as atated’abové;_i
I omithed Lo state that, as she pleced sach of the exes with
the poll upon the bottom of ﬁhg boat and leened the handle of
it egeinst the side, whe touched man by whom s:e placed it with
the handle to spprize him of the presence of the weapon. IN
reflecting upon the arrangement made by my father and the commends
he pave to his associates in that swful erisiag, and their

strict observance of them, T em at & loas which most to edmire,

a4/
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his composure and sagacity, or their firmneas and sequieseence--
both seem to me without a parallel and greatly tb be admired.
But when T reflect upon the horrow of the seene, the darkness
of the night, the overwhelming mumber of the Tndians as
ovidenced by the displays thoy made, and especially by the
numher of their fires along the bank, their voluminous and
fearful yellings, I know not in wiah terms to spsak of the
composure snd presence of mind whigh my mother exhibited in
the part which she ncted on that alerming occasion, the
norrors of which can only bhe fanciedmmfhey cannot be portrayed,
She hsd heen reised most tenderly, apart from ell hard-
siips and dangers. She had no mesenlinity of‘character. Iﬁ
the domestic and socisl reletions she was all woman, soft,
mild, gentle end kind; she performed all the duties of wife,
mother, mistress, and neigibor with hshitual plac¥dity and
almost impertureble composure of mind and feeling, Domestic
and retiring in her hsbitsz, the proclivity of her temperament
wag to sympabhy end benofolence. Thet she should merge e nd
play-of thet chsracter has every time I have reflected upon
the subject excited my wonder and admiration. Nor am I shle
to account for Lhe exactnesswith which, in my pusrile condition,
I noticed the occurrence of Hhat fearful night as they trans«
pired, unless upon the theory that there are some persons whose
powers of mind are concentrated by extreme danpger, and others
(the larger portion of mankind) whose powers of wind are
paralized by extreme danger. Upon this theory, if it be true,
(and T believe it ig), and upon this only can T account for

my mothert's greak composure and presence of mind, and for &he
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power of obgervation which my own boyish mind retained and
used that night.

Rub without further theorizing (into which I have been
led by my almost idolatrous veneration for the memory of my
mother), I proceed with wmy narrative. We arrived abt the
tong Falls of Green River on the 11th of May. The hoata having
gone around by the moukh of thet river had not yet arrived.

We erected camps, or ratr@; pitched our tents, upon the northern
banﬁ, and set boub preparing timbers for cebina and stockading.
On the second night of our arrival the Indiana stole all the
horses belonging to our 1itsle colony. They left us without
horse-power - & power which seewed almost indispenseble for
drawing together the timbers fro hourse and cultivation, b *
it was gone ond we could not without horées raburn to settle-
ments in the interior of the eountry. We were, tkerefore,
under the necessity of remaining end of doing thé@est we could
under the circumstances. Mo did, without horse-power, build
houses, or rather small cebina, and fortify ourselves by
stockeding, end we did, though not that season, clear fence

and culbtivate small truck pabehes. In the course of the summer
and foll the flour and bread gtuff wiich we had takon with ua
becams exhausted snd we had raised no corn; we had to depend
entirely upon tne game of the forest for subslstence. Happiily
buffalo, deer, bear, elks, turkeys, geese, swans, etc., ware
very plentiful, ond during the winter there was gafety in pro-
euring it, for the Indiansg, afraid of being tracked in the

snow, did not uake ineursions into the countrye. The want of

horses upon which to bring in the game when it was taken was &




‘any river I have ever Lknowne The greater abundance of fish in
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great inconvenience. We hunted mainly ag near the river,
below and above the settlement, as gome could be found and
brought home in canoces.

In February and the begiﬁning of March we took hears
enough from the holes in large trees, in which t ey had hyber-
neted, for hacon until that bime next year. Thése bears were
in grest plenty and very fat-~much fatber that hogs from the
pen ;f the farmer fattencd and slaughtered for bacon. MWe
found them by examining the large trees of the forest, and
where wo found on tie surface of the tree the ascending printa
of their claws ond no descending prints.

The bear when he hes ascended a tree and found a commodious
hiding or sleeping place does not again descend until winter
has passed eway, but cleans it out and betekes himself to repose.
Tn descending btne trse, he rskes or scrakches the ;erace, BO
Lhok it is ensy to distinguish between the ascending end tne
degcending marks of iis claws. Wien the former marks only are
geen, the tree is felled and the bear is taken. TIn Lhis way an
abundence of bacon snd great quentities of oil which supplied
the abgencae of butter.and lard for all culinary purposes ond

for the frying of fish in bwich Green River sbounded more than

this river is protshly owing to the grecker everage depth of
the weber thet theb of any obher riwver in Americs, or perhaps
the world, Snortly afser our arrivel at this place (now Vienna)

T wns stbacked with rhewmatic pains in all wy joints, which

rendered me useless and almost helpless for shout nine months,

in spite of Hhe imndred ond one specifics for that complaint
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—
wiheh floak from tonrmue to tongne smong tle common peopnle,
21l of wnich wsre Lried upon me without effect. It wus belicwd

Lhat pulwerized brimstone t2len in honey oided hy a naturally

good eonskitnbion end my iroubh benisned my rhoumabiam ond

N

regtored me %o perfect health ond an exper® hunker, conbri-
butiné my full gquota of slaughtored buffale, desr, elk, etc.,
elic., ho %tne sustenonce of the little colony.

Tn the monkh of Aupusgth, Septé&ber and October we, each
yesr, were vigitad by shaking end dumb apues mosh afflictingly.
There was neither doctor, lawycr nor parson in our eolony, f
nor were bhisre any 1aﬁ officera. And while thot conbinued
to be Lhe ecase we nad no dismutes shoub praoncrty, no controversies
shouli religion rnd no danths by digensa,

Our whole asnberia medica consisted of a little weed we

N
callod Tudisn physic, a decoctinn of which was thken as an
emotic, of pifls mado from a decocktion of white walnuk bark,

used rs a cathartic, ~nd a decoction of dégwood bark; used ms

a tonic, and slippery elm bark,




