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I began this project with very little background knowledge-

on the subject‘other than what Ii:had learned through the oral
traditions. I believe that this is a true example of:foiklore
becausé it'is a body of knowledge that has been passed from
génerat;én.to generation,never having been wri?ﬁen éowﬁ. If
it ever was‘Written down,.it seems to havg_beég.disgardedlas
unimportant, because I have been unabie té find even one: bit
of-written information pertaining to the tréiﬁing and care of
dfaft»hofses._ln its time this iﬂformation was vital to almost:
any:typg of work; and as such became common knpwledgee This
may be the reason that there was very:littlg, if any,nwritten‘
on the subject. But it is fast passing out of the oral tradition,
and whénlthis goes, SO goeslthis kﬂqwledgeg-bééaﬁse this is
the only place this information réallyﬁexistsg.v. |

Iffélt that my father was a good informantg.since his was
the iaSt farm generation to grow upvagtualiy using=this.inforﬁation.
His knowledge represents the culmination of'cegturies of §ra1
trédition; He was a child of the Depressiong_and‘during‘this
period draft horses were essential to farm_familieso.ﬁe has
actuglly trained-tﬁese horses himself, and‘actﬁé;lyvused the
methods -he desqribed to me, so I believe ﬁis_informétiqn is
véluabléak_. | .

I{agkéd Himlabbut the subject, and in several sessionsy
_he éave me é fairly complete picture of the.tfaining and care
~of the draft horse. He suggested that I visit_hi_s old family %i.

farm and see the actual horse harnass hg_haghpsegzlgiQag seen
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horses. actually geared up in this harnass when I was a child

on thisﬁrarm. But all of the'horses are dead'now,_withlthea
last one dylng only about a month before Iibegan my proaecto
‘These horses were actually used for all of the farm work and
were;allowedi)llve»out their lives in peace on the farm,<because
my grandfather.couldnTt hear to-sell Fﬁemigéffﬁﬁ they had
"helped h1m in the depre531on as he used to sayo
. L v151ted the farm, and after rootlng through barns and
corncribs finally found a few pleoesof gear,“showlng‘had_wear
and weather deterloratlona ?I;pho%dgraphed these pieces9 and
the photos are included in this collectloner o
A% a later session, my father drew some s1mple dlagrams
to try to explaln how the gear worked on the horse, and where
each plece was locatedo ﬂhese dlagramsg\redrawn by me, are also
1ncludede _ -
Alse'inolnded in-my oollection»isfgeneralfinformation
on the place of ‘the horse on the farm, the orlgln of the
draft horse, and uhe methods of obtalnlng a draft horsee All
. of thls 1nformatlon came from my 1nformant9 and had been
' 1earned by him from oral tradltlono
- My father supplied one anecdote,‘whlch,Aas it is not
nearlv old enough to quallfy as folklore,'although it contalns
‘ elements of folklore, I enclose-here. |
| A hlred man who worked for my father told him that when
he was a'boy he was coming home with a horse pulllng a sled
.full of wood, when the horse stopped and would go no further.
After trying everythlnga he proceeded to bulld a. flre under-

g@he,horseaiAs soon as the fire became hot, the horse took a é;

few steps forward, pulling the sled ove



The fire Burned up the Whole sled full of wood; and, as the
little hired man said,."ligot a whupping:when Elgot home!*"
Hé took the expre531on "Build a fire under someone" literally!
It 1s my hope that thls proaect will at least provide a

record of b351c 1nformat10n of the role the draft horse played

in. the Amerlcan traditione




My informant was Lester Warren Bohannon of Roufe 1,
Sheltyville, Ky, 40065, Shelby County. He is forty-five
years old and was born on a farm at Elmburg, Kentucky in
Shelby}GBuntye He comes from a typical farmymiddle class,
white American backgrounde He has lived no more than two
miles from his birthplace all his life, and has lived most
of his life. on théifamily farm. His travel haé been only
short véggtion trips to surrounding‘states, other areas
of the stéte, and to the southern states of Georgia, Morida,
and Alaﬁama. He is a faf&efg and a substitute rural mail
carrier:fHé gfaduated from Cropper High School, a small
communify-hiéhschoole His family was.of the Béptisttdeb
domlnatlon, and he has been a member of this group since
early chlldhood, and is stlll attending the church he
attended when he was a ch11d.~Hls.commun1ty is definitely
rural iﬁ character, but is ﬁot anlisoiated community, because
it_is(peai many large towns, such as Louisville, Lexington,
Cinncinhafti, and Frankforte.

My information wés.gottehxon Sevéral weekénds that I
wéé home, because my infdrmant is my father. I gsked him to-
tell me about the training and care éf draft hérses, as he
had learned itv@ I had heard him mention very little of this
information befores I got this informatioh_in my home. The
settlng was very requeds My father sald he learned about
work horses from flrﬁt hand experlence worklng with them,
from what his father and oldér relatives and friends told

1

him, and from his older brotherss When he was growingfupg .i?

thls knowledge was very 1mportant, because his family's
Jﬁb“lﬂ““%uudu;hwlf-ﬂ“
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11VLng was dlrectly related to these horseseo

My 1nformant is a llvelyy talkatlve person who likes
to swap tales and 1nformatlon. He 1s famlllar with almost

any kind of folk knowledge pertaining to farmlnga




Glass "C" text

The process of tralnlng draft horses beglns‘w1th the
‘acqu1s1tlon of a horsee My 1nformant told me that draft horses
- were acqulred three wayso One way was to breed, raise; and
-then train theme He said that most horses were acqulred this
‘waye Another way was “to . buy them at an auctlong He said that
in some place sales or’ auotlons were held every Tuesday afternoon
“and manyuhorsesAmere hought“and sold\at these auctions. The-
third'way tolbuyfa'horse”was simply to hear of a horse for sale
by Way'of the grapevlhe;‘and then to approach the oWher with
an offera My 1nformant Sald that most horses were sold after
Vjthey had been broke9 and - that very few young’ colts were ever‘
sold. In other words, most horses that were bought were mature
and tralned:horseso~The prlcebfor a draft horsermlght range-
_from'fifty.to three hundred dollars, with the average price:.
belng around one_hundred and fifty dollarse. There was much
wheeling and dealing and bargaining involved in the'buying‘

- and sellihgdof.these draft horsese;A highly:touted horse: might
prove to be worthless after 1t was boughts 4

| -,The tralhlngfor "breaklng of horses has a language all

its own‘ahdithe-horses harnass is very mueh involved in this
traininggigl will_ose'theffOlk names for harnass and‘technioues
and tryhto'explalh hy pioture and,diagram'later the.meanings of

these; 1' L B |

A horse was “broken" when-he reached the age of two years

- old. His” “training began by gettlng used to human handling and ﬁ?
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touchlng. If the horse was raised on a famlly farm, or a farm
w1th few anlmals, this was no problem; because he had probably
been surrounded by humans from his birth. If not, he was gradually
gentled by continued touching, leading with a halter on, and
gentle care. My informant emphasized the importance: of gentle
treatmenF'Of,e young colt, because if the trainer was not gentle,
the horse would become: "spooky" and would be of no use to anyones

The first actual step of traininé was getting the horse used
to a bridle. The bridle would be gently put on and left for a
timea.When“jhe horse was used to this, he wouid.be lead around,
and wouid gradhally become used to being ;egd, and learn to
respond to the person leadingﬂhimqs After the horse was good
at leading, the gear would he put on him. This gear consisted
of a coilar,_which was put on first,which has put around the
horses neckmrand which buckled on tope Thera‘set of britching
was put onlthe horse. This consisted of a back band of leather
and two haymes on -each. 31de of the horses necko Attached to
the haymes were trace chalns which ran back by the side of.
the_horse;ahdxhooked_to_the single- tree, wh;oh.was a long
iron or wooden bar to which the farm machinery was hookede

The horse was then lead around with his gear on, again
having very gentle handllnge Then an older, well broken. horse
was hooked together with the young horse; w1th the two horses
maklng a teams The bit of the young horse was tled to the
hayme of the lead horse w1th a lead ropee A set of check

lines was then put on them. These guide the horse, and will

be showh in a diagrame. The two horses are then either walked
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around together or hooked to a wagono They are just walked until
the young horse can walk quletly w1thout pran01nge The -horse
learns dlrectlon by a 51mple processe The driver w1ll holler
"Gee" and pull on the right:line to go right;,. and holler “Haw"
and pull on the 1eft line to go 1efte He says “Whoa"'and pulls

"~ on both llnes to stope. This is repeated agaln and againe The
presence of the older horse, who automatlcally does the rlght
"thlng, is the maln tralnlng methode Thls process is repeated
‘until the young horse can work . w1thout belng s01tt1sh.vA well
tralned horse w111 walk a: llttle to the right or left 1f he

is out of line plow1ng, only by hearlng the driver say fGee
or "Haw"

Althqugh th1s tralnlng‘process was usually successful, the
farmer had some fallureso Some horses seemed to be 1azy, and
Would not;pull thelrfshares stralnlng just enough to keep the
lines tight hut aliowing the other horse to pull the weight of |
the loade Other horses would practlcally run all the way down
a row of a fleld, wearlng themselves out, but never slow1ng
downa But the most useless horse of all Was the outlawe This
:was a horse that couldn 't be brokeno They were Yisc}ous, and
‘would blte and klck..About the only purpose these horses served
'was use as -a stud horse, and even then thelr use was llmlted |
_ becausevpeople.were‘afrald‘thelr-bad temperament‘would be
- passed onQ Mypinformant said that he has seenhsuch ootlaw
'horsese'%- | .. |

Draft horses represented a farmer svlncone and llvellhood,

s0 they were usually cared for well. But even well pared for- horses




sometiﬁes,developed_diseaees, and farmers had special tfeatments
for thesevdiseaseéa @ne'of the mest common of these was founderingb
This was a gastric distqrbance,ahdﬂwas_SOmetimes brought dn
by eating of drinkingitOO‘muCh, but could be caused by almost
anything.-This dieease made'the horse'swollen and stiffe. There
was really. no cure, but my 1nformant said that some people claimed
that 1f you bathed the horses s legs in hot salt waterflt would
help theme Another disease was called Sweeney. Th;s was a
bruised musele in fhe shoulder caused by improper collar fittings.
The tfeatmentjwas to lanee it, drain it, and puf antiseptic on |
the wounde Collc was a disease caused by eatlng dusty feed, frozen
feed, or sp01led feed.lThe horse would wheeze and coughe This
disease could cause death and was usually treatedby a veterinarians
Rlngbones@were(eaused by too hard pulllng. They were almost the
same as aispfainedfankle in a huhaho The:horse neverbgqt over this
condition. The'Thﬁmﬁe was caused by‘letting the horse get too
hot and then cooliﬁg'Off~foo quickly. The horse: was freated by
coverlng with -2 blanket and walkinge To prevent this, a horse
would be .cooled off graduallyo

The draft.horse in general was a large, rodghnleoking breed

ofvhorseqllt was used mostly on fafme‘to‘pull machinery; and

«for'transportation,'although a lighter type horse was preferred

for transporuatlone The draft horse was also used in the city

for pulllng heavv loads, for dellvery trucks,- and other worke

The commop:type-of draft horse was a mlxed breed, eomposed of:
strains of the Glydesdale, Morgan; fhe Indian or S@aniarduhorse,'v
and many otherso But it eventually became a falrly standard

breed of horsee Their size ranged from one tbousand to three
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~thousand‘pounds, but generally averaged.one thousand, six
hundredlpommdsn The draft horse had enormous feet with feathers
or feathery halr surroundlng the feeto They were extremely tall.
_Although of such a large size and ‘having such great strength,
these anlmals seemed to have an unusually gentle natqree Many

. farm families trusted”theirwohildfen‘of fourvahd five yeats"'

._old to.ride alone on these horsese ‘The: outlaw horses were fews.

_These draft horses came to b almost a member of the famlly.

and were“usually given common human names such as Bmllg Jack,
Jbe, Betty, etcetTﬁey Were'almost’always given such names;

'. but some times were‘named.simple.hames like Whitey;lﬁlackeyw

Klng,:etc, The draft horse'wasriery important to the farmer

- and laborer alike, because theif'livinngften depended on .

them@ After the tractor was 1nvented, their usefulneSs declined;

but most farmers allowed the draft hofses to live out peaceful

lives on their farms,. possibly because of the gratitude they

had for'the draft horse.
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Information on Cobllector

Alice Kaye Bohannom _
Route 1, Shelbyville,. Kentucky 40065
Birthplaces: Shelbyvilles Ky

Ages:. 20 . -

Sexs Female
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Race, nationalityt White, native American, ancestors were

Dutch, English, and Itishe
Religiont Protestant, Baptiste
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