ACCOUNT OF THE ESCAPE OF PRISCHERS

FRoM

DOUGLAS G0ORDOE

After capture in Temnessee, Col. Douglas Gordon graduated

throuzh geveral Forthern Prisons culmineting in Fort Warrei.

s

Bostor Harbor; whers he arrived mmidst considerable szsitenant,

for there had besn an attempted eseaps by priscners of mm:, and
two seemen eoturlly succesded 1::3. reaching Canada,

It seeas that Fort Wsrren was consldered by the Fedsrals ss
a5 & perfectly safe prison, loosted on a emall lsland on the Ben
1ine of the herboyr some five or six miles from the City, and only
aeoessible by Covernment stesmer,

Because of the Ocean, harbor and Hew England surroundings of
the Fort, the commen

dent thought it imposeibile for prisoners to
smoape; and they were therefore allowed the privilegs of walking

around the parapet of the fortification. Boston Barbor is dotited
pozg small islends, and the principsl chennel for large
vessels along the ialand is probebly three-guariers io a nile
wide to the opposits island, and passes under the gung of the
Forb, The Confaderste nawal offisers of the ironeclad Augnsia

captursd in Albemarle Scund, aoast of Forbh Csroline, end Gapb.

Reed of Bew Foundland banks repebebion, wers smong the priggners
in the Fort - ogcupying rooms next the aallypert end sovered by

the paraspet, with loop heles through the asgerp wall for moskelry

‘v‘l(.‘bh“lﬁ ?Qﬁi@m of the ﬁr’y Hiteh aurr m&iﬂg the izland slides

of the pebtagon fortificatien. These ppenings were sboubt ten fest
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high, eight or nine inshes wide on searp front, and as the granite
magonry of the wall, some feur or five feet ihlek, Zlared imrély
to allow tha %mmg of suekebs bobh waye a}.mg the ditech, the
lsop holes were probsbly four fest wide in the casements, end et
bottom about thrse fest sbove the floor of the lower tler of rooms
and possibly eight or ten feet abuve the dilch. Capiain Reed and

Limgtensnts Als

zaEder md Thurston, {-:g 8, Hs, and ¥ajor Reed Sanders,
CoBobe, dissovering thet several fishing suacks wers coustanily an-

chorsd by the lsland asross the ghanne

1, determined %o try to sssape:
Helthey of the Haval officers were zood swimmers and ¥ajs Banders

eould nobswin at all, so twe English seemen who were expert swimmers

were taken into senfidence and becums partiss to the forlorn atbemply

d fishing
boat snd take ebsard the officers and then try %o séwagea The

to swism the charmel, capburs and bring over the seleste

priseners were served helf & sperm esndle nightly for light, snd
those who oould be trusted with the seerst saved up Their allowsnces
unbil 4 guentily of sendles were obieined; and when everythlog wes
ready, on & dark exnd cloudy night the slz men stripped and melting

the candles gressed their shoulders and bHresste, and slipped through

the loop-hole slits like rets golng into traps snd buwsbled into the

dry diteh with 1ittle urt. They erawled soross The dibeh

the steps of the covered wey of the counter searp wall, down through

the grass of the glace to the edge of the islandy where the four

officers conosaled themselwves In the seawesd while the bwo a4
summ over for the beal, one of which they got bud they never retumade-
the reaspn possibly being thelr non-sitizemship snd bellsf that alene
they might escaps {whish they did), unhampered by pursult for officers
whoze sbsenee wonld be missed, Conseguently, nothing could be done
exeept to return S0 the casement prigen and try again, whish wes
essily carried out until the ditch was reached, and then, fore
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tunately, & plank was found that slopingly resched the botbon of
the leop~hole and ths officers "cooned” up it and were pulled

through by their ccmpsnions within. Because of the bevel of the
stone widening

the openings inwerd, *twas easy to slip out with
VAL gpers smeared over the body; but returning, the gresse kmﬁ
eongealed and the flesh belng otherwise cold, when it was pulled |
sgainat the agute euglel cige of the granite, it lacereted their
baﬁ&&ér and the great f’-‘ﬁ?&ﬁuﬁa of the gentlesen was portrayed by
absence of complaint beceuss of the punishment received, The plack
wag ﬁmimd 8o that it fall im the @iteh, but nothing occurred to
indicate that the ?@é@ﬁia ever discovered their sttempted sscape,
The smaster roll of prisoners m not called at that time end

the esonpe of the seemen was not then digeovered, which way sv en-

souraging that the daring four and their faithful friends determined

wpon another altempl; so they set to work to prepare for it; ordor.
ing supplies in dewijohns which would pase through the leop aole
slits, they ceorked ths bottles tightly, thereby securing very fair

life preserver floats. This done, and 2 roped arrengement mads for

knotting the demijobns together and & second supply of sperm cend!

L]
obtained, the brave fellows awaited opportmnity mnd e suitable might,
It Tieaily eame, by the anchoring of a small two-mssted schooner, by

the island soross the channel on which the fishermen seowpied & hut,

and iu 8 derk, no moon, bolstercus night. The four officers slipped

through the loop-boles, crossed the dry diteh

and remched the islandts
shors ad deseribed in thelr first atiempil and there Lisutenants

Al

wander (First Offiecer] snd Thurston {Comdt. of Harines) of the
Augusta, lempehing the demijohn reft breasted the chanvel currant

nud paddilng with hands sssisted by the inflowing %ide, finally
reached the beal sought, bubt in getilng it ready for sailing they
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lost time, mo thet when 1% wae possidle bo Souch the fort izland

for their soarades it wes oo lats to trys hosause of the fask
approaching morn, and of necessiby they headsd the schoonsr to the
sen and %&y gonrige were far oul in the open snd not suspectads
Captain Heed and Mejor Sandors hid in the ses-weed 98 the ooesn,
were ohilled through and through, bub bravely eweited the reburs of
~ their compenions, snd so eloss were the ssentries guarding the island
thet their eonversation eold bs heard when they met and twrned oz
thelr beats; and on espying Reed's whils body in the sarly nlsty dawm

s8id he belisved thers wa 8 “dewm

ed rebel® and astually thrugt: his
bayonet ot hinm and Souched his body se as toprodoce 2 zlight wound,
. tark The grlt of the Cepbalin ssved him, Tor be neither moved nor ssid
& word, and the sther senbry belittled hls sompuplion pusrd for being
afreid of & shadow, they tuwnped on thair beats without further |

zeminations

Beed and Banders of sourse, changed their pozitions, and when

it was certain that emmething prevented ilexender and Thuvston from
returning, and the ineandesgent lighiing up of the mist in the
~eastern olfering admonished that they must return e prises or be
ceptured oubslide of ita walls, they went back and zot sersss the
dlteh without difficulty but when elimbing the plank to the loope
bola, it broke, and both fell back into the dibteh meking ze much
neise in the fell that it slarmed the senbtry &t the sally-port, =nd
the guard wes turned out and afber s shrugsle, the affieam teken,
The partisl sucocees of thiz abbtempt ceused the selling of the
roll of the prisoners, and the sbsence of Alexender, Thurston and
the two svamen was discovered:; and information &i’ the sscape telo-
graphed along the Atlantie Comst bebtwsen Boston and Portlend, 7o

reburn to the escaped offllicers on the fishing schooner; They found
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o selile, bub belng naked, had %o iteke one of thes for ralment and
out of 1% lmprovised ¢lothings they gobt %0 see withoult JL8Tioulby
and aalled 2 very sonsiderables dlsbence along the norihensbarn
apast, and altheugh the tlue wag Oobeber they sulfered so grestly
Lroa thirst thel they were oabliged %o go aghope for wmber, and
though selecting & rural place, the veforbupately fell in with a
Paukting” perky of young people, who questionsd them on thelr slvangs
aopearanas, barefoobed snd clad insail eloth wreapsings. They salld
They wers ahip-wrecked [lshermen, bul thelr ssuthem promsunciation
added te the improbabiliiy of the sbory coused swspielon; and asg
they retursed to son In the seme plighd, 1% lg mors than likely that
inforaation of thelr zenerel localily was given by thess wud

gathera. Anyway, they were shorily afterwsrd waptured by a reveme

subisyr while ¢rossing the affing of Portland harbor and hreughb

bagk o Fork Warren, whare they reolabed thelr fhrilling adwentures
and with Resd and Sonders for the tine beosume the hovoos of yrimﬁ |
disougsiong bt no oog ever remnlns the spls subject of consideration
at & military post or in prison for wery lomg, where the perusupell
for ¢lsbinotion oy sttention is owr aspressive, =0 when Coloned
Sordon announesd to hls Pzess® that he had ™z rsal live hers in
petblaoats®, the entire roster of offlicsrs anxiously swsiled the
dokells, weady Yo applond the wership & heroine witil s newer idesal

should be disoovered.s




