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He survived Pear]l Harbor, the Korean and Vietnam wars and cancer —now this 77-year-old soon to be a college grad
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Martin Schenck of Mun-
fordville served in Vietnam
(above, in 1966), in Pearl
Harbor during World War I,
and in the Korean War. The

77-year-old will graduate

Saturday from Western
Kentucky University.
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of difficulty

By JASON RILEY
The Daily News
jriley@bgdailynews.com /783-3241

After what Munfordville resident
Martin Schenck has been through,
finals week at Western Kentucky
University really isn't that stressful.

At 77, Schenck, Western's oldest
participant in Saturday’s fall com-
mencement, has had more impor-
tant things to worry about in
December than an anthropology
test.

When Schenck was at the age
where he should have been worry-
ing about college finals, he was in
the process of caming the first of
five Purple Heart medals when he
was injured in the attack on Pearl
Harbor.

The 19-year-old sailor was a gun-
ner on the USS Helena, out of Mon-
tana, when his ship was damaged
by a torpedo Dec. 7, 1941. Schenck
kept his post and fired until his anti-
aircraft artillery became too hot to
fire anymore. . ’

In what would become a pattern
throughout Schenek’s life, he sur-
vived and persevered.

“We lost 38 men on my ship that
day,” he said. “Everything was all
confused. The planes came in low
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Martin Schenck, 77, of Munfordville was wounded five times during military service and
served in three wars. On Saturday, the war hero finally will realize one of his dreams —

becoming a college graduate.

and headed right for the battleships;
we weren't ready for anything like
that.”

For Schenck, who spent seven
years in the Navy and 25 years in
the Army, there was always a war —
be it his 18 months-in Vietnam or
seven years in Korea and World
War II — or a transfer order that
kept him from going to college.

But gaining that college diploma

was always in the back of his mind
— 50 Schenck waited.

While he waited, Schenck earned
a Silver Star for valor, five Purple
Hearts for wounds and a Viet-
namese Gallantry Cross.

“Getting shot in the stomach was
the worst,” he said. “I thought I was
finished; it tore up everything inside
me. [t kept me out for about nine

months.”

Schenck came back, though —
he’s just not built to quit.

Which is why, after a military
career and several years as a
mechanic in Louisville, Schenck
felt like he had some unfinished
business before he spent his twilight
years fishing, playing golf and
spending time with his wife, Della.

See DEGREE, 2A



A DEGREE

“ have always wanted a college
degree but I never had opportunity
or the time,” he said.

After spending a year in West-

emn’s Veterans Upward Bound pro-

gram, which helps veterans brush up

on math and writing skills to prepare

for college, Schenck enrolled in

school again after more than 50
ears.

Despite the age difference with

his classmates, despitc having to get
up at 5 a.m. to drive 50 miles to
school, despite having to study until
9 p.m. once he got home, despite
having five tumors removed from
his neck and bouts with two forms
of cancer in the past few years,
Schenck has stuck with it.

At 10 a.m. Saturday, that perse-
verance will pay off:

Schenck’s wife, four children,
four grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren will watch him pick
up his bachelor’s degree in anthro-
pology.

They will watch as Schenck ful-
fills a dream years in the-coming.

Then and only then, will Schenck
finally rest.

“] am going to go fishing,” he
said of his plans for life after gradu-
ation. “I'm getting too old to worry
about anything else.”

From Page One

WKU graduation
set for Saturday

By the Daily News

Western Kentucky University
will confer more than 1,000
degrees during its fall commence-
ment ceremony at 10 a.m. Satur-
day.

More than 650 students are
expected to participate in the cere-
mony at Western's E.A. Diddle
Arena.

The university will confer 101
associate degrees, 672 baccalaure-
ate degrees and 256 master’s
degrees.

Western also will present hon-
orary doctoral degrees to Don
Vitale and Sallie Bingham.

Vitale, chairman and president
of Manchester Capital in Bowling
Green and retired chief executive
officer of DESA International, is
being honored for achievements
in business and public service.

Bingham, a noted author, play-
wright and humanitarian, is being
honored for her contributions to
literature and philanthropy.
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Pearl Harbor veteran Martin Schenck (right} of Munfordville describes Friday how he '
watched a Japanese Zero warplane make a bombing run Dec. 7, 1941, while fellow vet-
eran James Lones of Scottsville listens. The pair watched the premiere of “Pearl Harbor.”

‘Pearl Harbor’ film

HLOO)

stirs up me

By MELINDA J. OVERSTREET
The Daily News

Schenck said.
Despite the fact that it dredged
up memories of the event that

moverstreet @ ) !
Some of the.mostf Hifﬁcul;%;.:breught the: United -States infto

scenes to watch in th-movie

World War II, he was glad he

“Pearl Harbor” were fiom the “came to see it — his first movie in
aftermath of the infamous Dec. * about 60 years.

7, 1941, attack. _
They brought back horrid
memories for Martin “Marty”
Schenck of Munfordville, who,
in real life, had been manning a
machine gun on the deck of the
USS Helena, trying to fend off
Japanese bombers in the midst o
the attack that day. :

It was most difficult to watch
“when they got wounded on the
deck where they were laying
around and getting bombed on
there, and ... they couldn’t get
them off. They were stepping all
over them ... , and running.”

By the next day, the fires from
the oil burning on top of the
water had been extinguished,
Schenck said.

“There was dead bodies in it
and they were picking them up
and taking them to the hospital,”
which had also been bombed,

I “I thought it was pretty good;
it was pretty realistic,” said
Schenck, who served in the Navy
from 1937 to 1945.

The first 90 minutes of the
three-hour film, which premiered
Friday, are used to develop the
main characters — two U.S. fight-
er pilots and a nurse. It also illus-
trated the planning on both sides

,that led up to the offensive.

In response to praise for his
“brilliant” strategy before the
strike, the Japanese admiral
replied, “A brilliant man would
find a way not to fight a war.”

Schenck has a personal ver-
sion of what happened, experi-
enced first-hand.

“We were in 10-10 dock; we
were tied up and the (USS)
Oglala was alongside ... we
were behind the (USS) Pennsyl-
vania ... this (Japanese) plane

mories

came in,” Schenck said. “He got
in about 50 yards and he dropped
the torpedo. And it went in and

srwent yndircoath-the Oglala and -
hit us anid blew a hole about 20-

foot long in the side.”

The Oglala wasn't as lucky; it
was one of several vessels that
sank on that Sunday.

Schenck had been in his bunk
on the third deck down and
thought, as did many others, that
the noises he heard were training
exercises. Then the announce-
ment was made over the loud
speaker that the Japanese were
attacking,

“Istarted running, climbing up
and that torpedo hit and there
was a fire that went all through
there,” he said.

“Some of the (men) were up
on the deck as it went throngh
and they were buming from
the fire,” he recalled.

On the other side of the
ship, looking across the dock,
he recalled seeing a plane
shot that “went down over by

See PEARL, 2A
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Hickam Field.”

That could have been the same
plane that James Lones of
Scottsville saw.

The movie made Lones, who
had an office job at Fort
Kamehameha, Hawaii, realize
even more that he was “in the
country club in the Army” com-

.pared with what Schenck and
thousands of others went
through.

“I'm glad 1 saw (the movie),
but I don’t care to see it again,”
said Lones.

The bombing woke him in his
barracks.

Within his view, bombs were
dropping on the Army’s Hickam
Field and clouds of smoke were
rising.

“At first I thought it was just
practice, and then when the three
dive bombers came down and
dropped the bombs on that old
machine shop and it burst open
in flames, I knew it was the real
McCoy,” Lones said.

From Page One

“And then a Japanese plane
that had been hit went right down
in front of me over the buildings
and I could see the pilot, and it
crashed into a building the next
block up from me and killed two
boys that were watching it and of
course the pilot was killed, and
he had a University of Hawaii
1941 class ring on.”

It wasn’t until the next day
when he went with a group to
guard various points that he real-
ized how much damage there
really was, he said.

“It was amazing,” he said.

Most of the movie was emo-
tionally stirring for Lones, so it
was difficult for him to pinpoint
which parts were the toughest to
sit through,

“It was pretty rough, ... espe-
cially the scenes in Pearl Harbor,
men being blown apart and peo-
ple running and being shot at, no
way for protection,” Lones said.
“I hope we never have to go
through it again.”
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“ ‘0Old Soldier’ Shows a Hero’s Mettle”
By Naomi Rock
Evening News Staff Writer

PERTH AMBOY - “He’s all soldier,” the blonde, attractive woman said proudly. “When
the Vietnam conflict began to get worse he was so miserable he couldn’t stand not being
able to do something.”

Mrs. Yvonne Schenck smiled as she spoke about her husband, M. Sgt. Martin G.
Schenck, a 45-year old U.S. Army platoon sergeant who has been awarded a Silver Star
for bravery in Vietnam.

She smiled and recalled that two years ago Sgt. Schenck, five years retired from
the Army had to fight to get back in.

Knowing her husband would be unhappy sitting home, Mrs. Schenck, wrote to the
President, to explain that for a year her husband had tried unsuccessfully to re-enlist. The
President answered the letter and the Army took back Sgt. Schenck.

Last August, Schenck, a Perth Amboy native was sent to Vietnam. On Feb.3
during the massive Viet Cong assault on Saigon and nearby villages, Schenck led his
platoon through heavy enemy fire to rescue wounded friendly forces.

Mrs. Schenck is very proud of the letter that accompanies her husband’s medal —
the letter which describes his heroic action in the village of Bien Hoa not far from
Saigon.

“He led his platoon of five armored cavalry assault vehicles into the enemy-held
village several times to evacuate the friendly troops,’ the letter reads. “Each time his was
the first vehicle to enter and the last to leave.”

The letter says he personally saved eight men “dismounting several times...he
exposed himself to intense enemy fire. ..aiding those wounded soldiers... During the last
attempt he was wounded in the shoulder.”

Schenck, a member of the 11™ Armored Cavalry Regiment, wrote his wife about
the assault and rescue, but toned down the heroism, she says. The shoulder wound
knocked him unconscious and he was pulled to safety by hi men. Today, recovering from
his wound, he is still somewhere in Vietnam,

Mrs. Schenck, the former Yvonne Rogghe, says she worries about her husband
and hopes he will come home safely and on schedule in August. But she is an Army wife
and is used to the dangers.

Since their marriage in 1950 Schenck has fought in Korea, and served in various
positions in the United States and in Germany. In 1961 he retired form the Army and
went to work as a laborer for the Arko Construction Co. in Perth Amboy.

But he could not forget 22 years of military life. He first joined the Navy at age
17, upon leaving Perth Amboy High School, and survived the attack on Pearl Harbor
when the battleship he was on was sunk by enemy torpedoes. After World War II he lef
the Navy and enlisted in the Army.

The Schencks met in Germany after the war (Mrs. Schenck is Belgian) and
between tours of duty have lived in Perth Amboy. They have three daughters ages 8, 14,
and 17, and a son by Mrs. Schenck’s former marriage. They now live at 219 Brighton
Ave.



Schenck has two sisters in Perth Amboy, Mrs. Jane Greco of 253 Water St. and
Mrs. Dorothy Bruno of 135 Madison Ave., and two brothers, Robert of Sayreville and
George of the Highlands.

Asked how she feels about the Silver STAR, Mrs. Schenck says “wonderful,” but
then she pauses and smiles.

“He’s got a lot of medals,” she says softly. “A whole box of them from other
battles. He’s wonderfil, but the medal...is just another medal.”



MARTIN #. SCHENCK born in Perth Amboy, NJ on September 7, 1921.
Entered U.S. Navy on October 8, 1938. Served on Cruiser U.S.S.
Helena, U.S. Submarines U.S.8. R-20, U.S.S. Angler, and U.S.S.
Greenling during World War II. Was at Pearl Harbor on December
7, 1941. Enlisted in the U.S. Army in November, 1945. Attended
Glider and Parachute school in 1946. Served'with the U.S.
Constabulary in Germany, l4th Arm'd Cavalfry from 1946 to 1951,
7th Recon Company 7th Division in Korea, llth Arm'd Cavalary
Regiment "E" Troop 2nd Squadron from August 1967 to August 1968
as Platoon Sergeant. Returned to Fort Knox as 1ST Sergeant
Training Company. Assigned to General Subjects at Arm'd School:
Map Reading Section. Retired September 1, 1970.
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