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"he wmas eleoted o Congress; ﬁithoutzoppoaition, On thﬁ 2fthr 2. Fobea

| & Vice President. He was elected to the same office in 1824. .In. Aug...i
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FAMILY REGISTER.

(1.)

1 have purchased this book for the purpose of ; egiatoring those
occurrences which transpire in my family which-mey be considered
ixportant by any of its members. It is my wish that my wife &
children keop a dlary of events, & that they will insert conversations
& opinions which interest & entertain them. This book may be made &
histery of our lives & as such will present an example of good or bad
to those who peruse it, provided everything is faithfully & truly put
domm. I regret that I have not had such a regiater regularly kept since
my marriasge.

Je R. Underwood.

Joseph Rogers Underwood was born in Goochland Co. Va. on the 24th of
Oct. 1791, His father was nemed John Underwood--his grandfather nemsd
Thomas (la) Underwood-ehis great gramdfather was en emigrant from
England who came to Va. when a boy late in the 17th or early ir the
18th century. His grandfather & great grandfather married ladies named
Taylor. His father married Frenoes Rogers, daughter of George Rogers,
the son of John Rogers the som of Rogers the son of Giles Rogers
an Englishman who came to Va. about the time the colony was settled.

The Rogers family lived in King, Queen & Caroline ocounties Ve. The
Underwood @amily lived in Hanover & Goochland. George Rogers married
Franoces Pollard the daughter of Joseph Pollard & Priscilla whose maiden
name was Holmes.  The wife of John Rogers father of George was named
Mary Byrde J. R. Underwood was given by his parents to Edmund Rogers
his unole who brought him to Xentwoky in the syring of 1803 & Educated
him. In May 1813 he was badly wounded in Dudloys defeat. In March 1814
he settled in Glasgow as a practicing lawyer having made (2) his first
speech at the bar in Bowling Green the preceeding Feb. im which month
he received $2.50 in silver, the first fee he aver got from a man named
John Carrier. In 1816 he was elected to the Leglslature & represented
Barren Co, four years successively. In March 1817 on the 26th day he
married Eliza M. Irotter, the daughter of John Trotter, the son of Wm
Trotter who died in Scott Co. Ky. Wm Trotter father was &an Irishman
The mother of Elize M. Trotter was Chalia Rice the daughter of David
Rice the ﬁ;at Prubyterian preaeher that came to Ey-~his wife was named
Mary Blair, J, R, Undermood meoyed {rom Glasgow to Bowling Green in Hov, '
1825, , In 1826 he was eleoted to. represent Warren Co., He was. 81890 o
elected in 1826. In’ 1828 he .wag a candidate, for the, of.'l‘.‘:lqo of I..ignt,
Gove=-But was not eleoted.,. John Brea,th:l.tt hiqtoo@petitor angoquang
In Decs 1828 he.was,coxmissioned; one. ofathp,,:ludgw Of +he.Gourt. of :APpeals
on the :2131; of Feb,m.,lass he; resigned; this. office, ..In; ;
elected to represont the 3rd Comgressional Distriot,..:

1839 he was married (a second tims) to.Elisabeth Cox.::In. .Auge 1839 he:
was re=slectsd to Congress... In Apr.:1841 he was _re-elected to: congreq
having been nominated by a convention agaipst‘his_'ishel\&, without hls ~ " ~
knowledge. ,.In Nov. 1844 he was elected an Eleotor to,choose.a Pregident

1845 he was elected to represent Warren Co. in the Legislature & chosen
by that body to preside as Speaker. On the 12th of Febs 1847 he was.
elected to the Senate of the U. 8. ‘
The following are the names of the chlldren of J. R. Underwood,
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1st. Eugene Underwood born in Glasgow 4th of April 1818, Margied in
Nashville to Catherire Thompson on the 13th of Oot 1846.
2nd. Lucian Underwood born in Glasgow lst of Mar, 1820---died in
Bowling Green on the 3rd of Mar. 182¢.
3rd. Julia Underwood born in Glasgow 23rd Apr. 1822---married John T.
Cox on the days#= of «-e, .
4th. Calvin Underwood born in Bowling Green 7th of June 1824 (3) died
at the house of Thos Rogers in Warren Co (Hexlewood) on the Sth of April
1827.
6th. Eliza Underwood born in Bowling Green 26th of January 1828 ebout .
2 oclook A« M. when the town was firing guns etm. on aocount of the arrival
of the first steam boat on the preceeding evening.
6th, Jane Underwood born at Hazlewood on the 28th of May 1830,
7th, Josoph Underwood born in Bowling Green on the 10th of May 1833we=
died on the 8th of Oot 1833 in the room where he was born.
8th. John Irotter Underwood born in Bowling Greem on the 5th of May 1835
in the lower roum of the "L" part of my house. Note==On her death bed &
2 day or 8o before she died Mrs. Underwood requested her husband to neme
this child Joseph. The neme of the child has been written in the Bible
where the names of the childrern are registered- J. J. Underwved so that
he may take the name of John or Joseph or both when he is grown. Sweet
boyl He never lived to select his name, He died on the 22nd day of Jume
(32) 1838 in the house of his birth when his :father was absent in
Washington City. His aunt Malvine M. Todd took care of him from the deeth
of his mother. He was®beautiful ‘¢child but uncommonly delicates
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Family Registenr

The Rev. Nathan Hall preached in the Baptist Churoh this evening. - The
femily went to hear him. He 1s & foreible & impressive speaker. . ..

The Rev. Benj. O. Pesrs left us this morning for Lexington. He has made-s'

a tour through the Green River Country delivering talks on the subject.n.si ' .
of education. He was invited to take charge as Pres. of the Southern-:v:. -
College & was willing to do so provided a sum would be ralsed sufficlent
to ereot suitable buildings--purchase apperatus eto,.-. The minimum Wag. s, L
fixed at §6000. in addition to the property now owned by the college. -/ : .-
Upwards of $4000. have boen-ralaeds. ...: .. . . i Getnoa. udi. (af

I spent & great part of today with Thog.:. Rogera who.is very sick &
believes that he will net receyer, 1 Fugeno. was..sent.to. Capt Cradde
ber=. (4):.row $426.for Mr,: Rogers.to.ensble. him Ho: purchase .J
land, . Capty:. Cyzlent the.money & I bedame.s a
Bwioe.last. night: Jane: exclaimed .in-her. isle
grave, . &, to day:'she asked. her; mother M
Her Mother; seld God made her .die bo:take.her
"it wms ‘& bad.God to make;her;dl

. for. nothing " She):dsia 18ingy
& makes: us of many. expressions: indicative,of .itrangeigonceits,:s
since she, saw & turkey stretoh:one. of.1ts win3s.&; legs;back:a: miac
asked "Is:the turkey going to pmay™?.: Dr. Waggoner of Frankfort:ste
with us last night-~-he tellts. of moving to this quarter... Today Julia:
Eliza were playing & got a little. angry.. Julia slapped -Eliza on the:head
& broke her comb. Sensible of their fault both the girls cried. .Julia :
wopt with real sorrow. Elize told her that she had rather the comb had : T
been broken all to pieces than Jullajjshould make herself siok orying over s
it. Julle sald she rather broken her owmn comb than Elizats. I hope the
girls from this in- (4a) cidnt will see how improper it is to get angry

& strike eaoch other. ey
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- of .E Rogers .at:§180, 1= I engaged: 1500: 1bs. of .perk: ofi Mry: Skiles’:atithe

There was considerable frost last night, but vegetation does not appear
to be much affected by it. Mr. Underwood left home for Frankfort this
evening. There he will be engaged in his official business six meeks

or two months. Our separation was a cheerful one. dJane oontinued to
call “goodby" till her Father's fast trotting horse got him out of heare
1ng. .

Eugene left us last night in the stage with the expactation of
meeting his father at Mr. Bell's whers he intends teking his father's
horse & visiting his uncle E. Rogers-his father taking the stage.

Heard of the death of Mr. Gibbs today which I gegretted very much. He
was a pilous man, a member of the Presbyterlan church & an excellent
citizen., Eugene returned today from Edmonton with Marie Gorin from
Glasgow, algo a oolt. from Edmonton. Eugene in attempting to ride one

of his father's blooded oolts received a severe fall & was senseless for .
sometime. This 1s a most lovely evening --:it has been oloudy & raining
for seve (6) eral days == the clouds disperted with 2 hrs before sunset.
The evening is mild and calm. : ’ ‘

Jano waked up thls morning, & sald "Mother are you dying? -- if you dle
I want to die with you. Visited my mother yesterday evening & there
unexpectedly met my brother whom I had not seen for four years. Mr.

Hall & family staid with us last night. Mrs Pope, Mrs Hall's mother

was them--a lady of B85 years of age. Mr. H. had been in B. Green for
several days holding a protracted meeting. He is animated & solemn
speaker., His sermons seemed to make a deep impression on his audience.
Lagt night & the night before there were a number came forward to be _
converged with & to pray with Christians that their souls might be saved.
0l1d Mr Barkley was burled today, Mr. David & Miss Funston are to be

- married thls evening. -

Reached home efter an absence of two months & f£ind the family well with

the exception of Isaac. Travelled all day thro the rain. Staid last

night 1n Glasgow. Yesterday to M. W. Henry's new ferry saw him & e negro
man Gabriel meking arrangements to put the ferry inte operation., - Gabriel
was laughing at a wagoner who seemed to be afrald (6a) to cross the river.
Today Gabriel is a corpse, having been drowned.. Mr. H. & Gabriel WOre =
out in the river in a cance raising a rope, /& managed so as to turn.theuv
cance over. Gabriel ocould not swim. . Mr, H: had hls greatcoat on &
with difficulty cwam to a bush, got hold of it &.was.saved.: Gabrieliiix
belonged to my brother Warner who .is abgent:in:Texas...l wrote.a:letter:
at the request of Harry--Gabblels brother, glying. informatien ofithe ‘aboye

by =

ocourrence to their mother, thro ulss Elizabeth Underwood .of hd@;ﬁ;u
Roturned home:today:fyom Wm:H Skiles.whers. I, went:yesterday evening i
company .with.J F:Todd, (I.rode.on my young herse.!Experiment!l.purcha
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price.of §2,75/pAriowt. . My daughters Julia:& Blizaicoumsneed;learningins:
to:.play.on.the pianc-a:few days.ago vmder the:tuition:of :Mias:Loulge;Le
of Boston.: Pald the Quigley's:§50.86. for.a palir:ofiharness:boughtyfor::
ms :in Fhlla.. The Rev.Benj. Temple-stald last night:at my house.: 5 Tswrok
to him to ocme up & make Gov, Morehead a deed for six lots.in B,:(8)idwrad
Green, or rather to make the deed to the President & Director of the:Bank . ..
of -the.Commonwealth the assignees of the Gov. who hed made an assigmment .- <
to sottle a large debt due them with property. .Temple made the deed & I -
was requested te attend to the business for Morehead & did so. MNr Bennitt

a Baptist preacher of more talent then is usually found among those of hisi,
denomination is in B, Green. He preached to day & will.preach tomorrow.:::..
(Sunday). He is engaged in ocollecting funds to eustain & missiomary. -
esteblishment. We have: had several delightful deys for the season--very
clear & not gery cold. The black cow had & pilded calf last night. Ny
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‘the neceasity of settling the’>question of morals:” There was’ nei

daughter Eliza requests me to put down that Mr Jones the teachsr of ;
the Femals school & all his scholars have besn turned out of the I
Baptist Church because the scholars marked the walls. This happened :
a few days ago. Shortly after Christmaa the Female Seminary buildings
will be ready for the accammodetion of the school of Mr Jones. Ellza &

I are alone ~ Jane is asleep in the trundle bed -- my wife & Julia are

at Church to hear Mr. Bennett. Received of Wa H. Skiles 1509 1bs of

pork (6a) purchased at $2.75 per owb. Woather wem & fearful that the

pork will not be good. MNr Gossom made us a present of a China pig.
Attended a meeting of the citizens of Bowling Greon last night to consult
on the subJect of supplying the tomm with water by a cistern & pipes.
Distributed $23.93 3/4 among my servents giving three dollars a plece &
paying the men for one tenth of the orop of corn etc that being the share
I allow them for pocket momey. Miss Lodge has assigned her scholars the
tune which they are to play at the examination. -

Today I had a discussion with the Rev. Wm Warden as to what it wes my

duty to do in the following ocase. He is bound with me in a bond for the
redemption of the notes of the Bank of Green/River in circulation. I
redeemed 8ix or seven hundreds Dollars in th¢ hands of Taylor to whom I
had to give my note for $130. or §140, After doing this I wrote to Mr
Warden what I had done & stated if he should:help me pay the note to -
Tayler I would let him have & part of the notes of the Bank which I got

of Taylor & upon the same terms I got them. #(7) I got them at half their
emount, I surrendered the notes thus taken in from Taylor to the Bauk in’
paymentfor property purchased & thus put it out of my pewer to compl

with the promise I made Warden, but I_ hold at the time notes on the Bank
which had been presented & protested-for non-payment, & I contended to

lot Warden have the emount in these protected notes supposing they wowld *
be better for him & that they would cemply in spirlt with my promise, 'I -’
charged interest on the protested post notes, Mr Wardef doubted whother *
they would carry interest & was not willing to allow it unleas Judge _
Graham to whom the matter was referred, should deolde that interest ‘could
be recovered. I would not leave it to Graham to decide without reserving
the right to appeal to the Court of Appeals, & the guestion of morala’ was

how could I atons for the violation of my promise in cass I‘ocould not pay:

Warden for $100 U. S..paper which he offered me with the protested post
notes of the Bank & interest on them,’ which was the’only way I 'was'wi
to let them, go,: - Ho.oontended in substance that®I should"takd

$100,.& putiin.its place $200 in notes on the Bank’p:
might! cost me- 1n:market $200 in @ilve :
oontended that:I-was motibound-by any piinciple’
$100, . upon. such: terms, { &:that: all?he sonld: requi
wns,to" campansate!him’for any-loss”injuiy;
may. have incurred ‘in‘ralsing tha:$100-for me™upt ,
fulfilimentiof my promises:-Weo left<it'te’ariham:to’say, what'mora
required at myrhands ‘&:I-agreed to'perform. “Graham deq ded *on-M
22nd that the poat notes bore interest-from their protest. & th

tion for the promise I made Wardef other “than friendship'to show that I: :
did not want to speculate on him & make him pay the'full’emount ‘of the . -

notes I had redeemed or teken, in from, Taylor by suing on the bond of """
Warden or gettlng enother to do it for me, & & wish that he should hel "
psy my note to Taylor because I'thought it possible‘l could not qon.vegfiogt:.lg
raise(8) the money itself. I leave the gquestion here for casuists to settle,

Last evening thers was & ball at Mr Vance's tavern, Maria Gorin & my.,
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daughter Julia were invited. The girls were very anxious to go, but

my wife & I thought it best they should not & sent the carriage with
young Harney & Fanston back as it ceme. Julia had a hearty ory about

it & begzed me to indulge her, Today A. W. Grahem paid me §100 which
he owad me on emount of monies collected on notes assigned him & others
as my sureities for their indemnity. He owes me a good deal more on the
seme emount & promised to pay soon.

My brother Werner got home to day from Texas where he seys he has
procured land. He speaks of moving to that country. Mrs. C. Rogers (our
Nother) Mary Jane, & Mary Bleir spent the day with us. The weather for
the last ten days has been very bed comstantlr cloudy & more then half
of the time raining.

The New Year set in with a beautiful day. }
_Weakther suddenly changed & we had the firwt saow which covered the ground.
Mr & Mrs Jones who have been living with us since November moved (8a)
home today. Their house is sltuated on S. E. side of the publio squmrde
This morning I was telling my deughters July, Eliza & Jane that they must
love each other, & when their Father & Mother were dead, & they were
grown up to be women they must remember how they ell lived together when
they were little & how their Father & Nother used to provide clothes &
food for them & they must help one amother when their parents are gone.
Jane seemed greatly distressed & at length burst out orying & gald with
great emotion "what did. you mske me ory for, what did you say that word for? £
Thie morning before:l:gok: out of bed Elize who was lying with me commenced
with the state of Maine & went regularly thro the states & territories
taking them es they adjoined each othér & told me the capitol of each &
on what river it was situated. Eliga could spell very woll at four years
of age. Jene is past that & doesnt know her letters. Jane is as sprighte
1y as Eliza but cannot attend to things. Such is the difference between
childrne. ) ) ie ‘ )
(9) Elize awoke in the night & seemed vory wmeasy - I asked ier what was
the matter - She seid "Mother I'm afraid I am net a Christian., I'm
afraid if I chould die now I would go te ths bad place ~ I'm afraid I
do not read tho Bible enough. Jane asked me this morning why we cculd
not be here & in another place .like God, - . . . ' _{
Today I reached home having left it on the Bth of Jan, for Frenkfort::
where -I:delivered en.address in the House of Representatives to & .
orowded-audience ‘on the 15th:ef Jan.upon the subjeot:of ecloniring
people of =.slayes,. .I.went to dexingt .the rai '
moved by-horaes, v I:returned to:franifort &,
'of the-atofkholdera of.the Bank.of:
-procuré ‘the :location:of. s Bank in B,.
- gtoansr "Haterloo® &:took:a passage:for.  arrived ¢
:Sprgs. - teday:at one.oclock.;:;The pesgage’ for myself.& ho)
‘$12.00°%. I purohased graln for the horse. We #ere 20 hrs in gettig:frem
Louisville to.the meuth.of Green BIVOre . .i.. . & fiewdsawiite wu .
(9a) Wo.came up Green & Barren Rivers at the rate of 5 ‘mi. an hi -
day time & lald by at night. I.handed to the Gov. my resignation of the -
office of Judge of the Court of Appeals to take effect in the 22pd of Fob, .
Today the Steamers Waterloo & Osage left the /Double Sprgs. for Louisville..
Yosterday 4% snmowed the greater part of the day Gollay the wind has been’ ']
from the North & the cold has been intense. The mercury has been in the - *
bulib of the Thermemeter all day. . This evening Eliza wes sitting ina . .7,
reflecting, serious mood & at length sald "I went to be an author” em '
hearing this Julia sald "I should like to have same great name,” Qur- .. '
1ittle Jane talks much about God & asks somelpuzzling .questions. R
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~ Davenport a negro man named Isasc. I reflected much before I came
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A few days since she asked if God made the elephants & threw them
down to use. Today she said "I hate God® I asked her why =- she :
answered “"because he makes me die®™ I told her that @od would make ' £
her live again, & then she would die no more. She said "but God
wont let me live any more in this would," & seemed distressed at
the idea, Her (10) Mother then underteek to explain te her that
her body would be in the grave te be raised at the last day. She _ ?
also attempted to explain what Heaven meant % what kind of |
plece it was, & spoke of golden streets & saints welking there.

Jane immediately asked "How can anybody walk in Heaven when their '
body is in the grave,® Last night same wicked persan enterdd our . o
kitohen in the absence of Frank who usually sleeps there & put a :
tray, boul, & two sifters in the fire., There were some circumstances 1
showing it was done thro malice rather than to meke & fire to Werm ;
by altho it was intensely cold, I this dey gold to Fortunatus P. i

to the conclusimn te do this mct, Isaac was a drunkard, He hed :
often promised me to referm, but would note My rule is to give
my slaves a tenth in walue of all their earnings to be spent as )
they please. I do this over & above feeding & clothing them, I ‘ i
an in prineiple opposed to dealing in slaves, But being cone-

(108) vinced that Isasc owing to intemperance was néither fit for
freedom here nor colenization in Africe & that he would be better
with a master thean without one I resolved to.sell him to anyone he
might select who lived in the country convenient to his wife. He
selected Mr Davenport & I agreed to take $505 fPum him when I could
have gotten §$650 from others if correetly informed. Mr, D, promised
to keep him near his wife & to sell him back: to me at the same

price if he was compelled to pert with him & I wanted him, I have
thus got clear of & great vexation resulting: from the miserable vice
of intemperance & whioh I found it impossible to chéok or restrain

80 long asl kept Issac in B, Green, I feel like the $505 are a

trust fund in my hands for the benefit B the. Africen race. Mrs,
Whitaker of Logan dined with us today With this day my judicial
career terminates. On tomorrow I begin a new life as & lawyer &
pelitician for I shall be & candidate for Congress . - .-
(11) ' - . T 2 Wi .
Today the weather is clear & colde The earth & pond have been .- =i
forzen for smme days past. This morning the boys were. skating : «n -
upen my pond, The whole month of Feb, with the exception of a few . ;.
days has been .very cold,:. The Waterloo=-Stesmer loft.the Doudble... - !
8prgse on the 27th A M = having arrived there the second:time: afte
s detentlon.in the Ohio. of .8 or 10 days:by ice. s 8he: isexpested .
up agein: g :soon.as the. water will ‘allow.its.. . Wb ey ets v sl
This dey decleied;myself.a eandidate for. Coagress-in' the* Courthouse ;

in Buwling' Greén. o Lot et e X PR
This day addressed the people in the
& candidate for C. . ca e . Ce e
Returned home today from Brownsville by Bear Creek oi'os'sing Green
& Barren rivers both of which were very high & rieing. ~ Found my
wife in bed quite unwsll & e little boy, being our fifth son &
eighth child, over in the cradle. The little boy was born yesterday
Tuesday the fifth - which is the amnniversary.of Dudley's defeat in
which saction twenty two yesars ago I was woundad Edmund Rogers whe -
raised me was born on the 5th of May 1762.

l(T‘]c;inlhe last ten days I have had en ectlive political eampaign a8 &

: .“,",. [ T A ..h.!.-,.;_-:‘

Courthouse in Soottsville as =, =1
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May 25th

- them belleve :that I held:out the ldem thet:the Presideat would :.
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candidate for Bopgress, having mddressed the; people &t Scottsville,
¥rs. Herndons in Logan, Russellville, Three Sprgs in Warren.
Tomorrow B. Hise (my Competitor) & myself are to address the people
of Simpson in their courthouse in Franklin.m I Bear I shall not be
able to gat there owing to the illness of my wife,

Rode from home fo Franklin this mornipg Found that the houses of
Messrs Finn & Myers in Franklin were burnt down lagt night, Finn

& merchant is said to have susteinsd a considerable loss, Today

E. Hise & myself addressed the people of Simpsoen Co. I made the
first speech & in the course of it spoge of the dangers likely te
result from permitting the President of the U, 8. to remowe officers
& to 111 vacencies thus ocoasioned at his pleasure, without
assigning any remam for the removael or trying the officer for any
specific violation of duty. Hise in hig reply in substance charged
me with attempting to deceive the people (12) in my address to the
pecple & he said that I held out the idea that the President would
remove Legislators & judges I was sitting in a chair to his left

as he was stending up speaking & when he imputed to me the above
opinion I interrupted him & said ™Mr, Hise I said no much thing®

he rather faced me & replied "you did® I said "I did not,® He
repeated "you did, sir" I said "it is false," He thereupon

struck me with his fist in the forehesd above the left eye as I

was sitting in the chair & befoere I could rise he gave me a second
blow on the head. He struck so avkerdly that I was not even stunned
by the blows. I rose as guickly as possiblei& az soon as I got to
my feet I lmocked him back with my fist, & gave him a kick in the
abdomen gs he was going., He kicked at me but did not touch me with
his foet. We were at this stage of the combat, separated by the
orowd who said we should mot fight The ooocurrence produced great
excltement in the Courthouse I turned to the orowd & hégged them

to be composed & we would go on with the discussien Whils I was
eppealing to the multidude, H, Grider, Esq. exclaimed %Underwocod
(128) be on your gmard, be on your guard, he is epproaching to .
strike.,® I turned toward Hise who was to my right on the Judges
Bench. He made no effort to approach or to strike me that I saw,.
The people were much guieted & as neither of us was much-hurt, wel .
proceeded with the disouseion, - Hise in reference:to the acourrenge -
which had just taken place ‘remarked that I .ssid.the:President claimed
the powsr to remove all the officers.of the - Govermment-& that was« -
brosd enough.to include Legislators & Judges, - .I do not recollect ' .
whether I said.all.the officers. or not;.but if .Tdid/I. enly pesnt ..
the BExecutive.officers who canpose "the iGovernment" ain*"Gen].’ng.qk,s_o;l_s
sanse of the term,.& Hise must heve .known it .He W‘g"‘thérefor_e wsde ) X
practicing aidown right deception.upon the t.pJ_;ople. «trying to’make -

i T o

.4.:_‘4.“,_

remove Legislators & Judges & I think I was right in-correcting ‘i
him ot the tims. T T R n.i. [ - '."'l_.;"r.;. Gode ,
On last Sunday my son Eugene met me in Glasng—withi'a;lettor'fro_m.‘
Dr Briggs my femily Physiolan stating that my wife was more. :
(13} unwell than when I left her, & that she wanted to see me that
night, I employed Dr Rogers to go Home with me to ceonmsult the
Physicisans. We left Glasgow between 9 & 10 that night, rode all
night & reached home a little before sunrise that morning finding
my wife dangerously unwell, . . _ : )
Monday. -~ In consequense of the situation of my wife, I cannot go
up to the Courthouse with Mr, Hise & discuss political gquestions
with him according to advertisement,, . .

i
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- in the palings whish enclosed.the graves of cur three,little boys,. .

- been bad., On the 5th ‘of May she brought us a little .boYe. ..The

Left home today & went thro the rain & staid all night et old Mr,
Gotts, West to a sale of Thos I Morriss estate in Barren Co &,

in the evening went & staid all night with Robt Renick Went to
the Allen Sprgs. & there addressed the people, Hise present.

Hise & myself spoke alternately from two oclock till near Sun down
in Glasgow today. Got home today - finding Mrs. U. worse than when
I et hore When I left home she was thought to be recovering
rapidly. S8he was then riding out daily. She has not been out of
bed for the past week. Wrote to the people of Barren Co -
epodbgizing for not attending sundry political meetings appointed
by (13a) Hise, in consequence of my wife's situation I also wrote
to F. Gorin doubting whether I should be able to resume the campeign,
On this day es the lest hope of restoring my wife I carried her te
the Chameleon Sprgs. She went in & large carriage obtained from

Mr. Robbe On this dey I addressed the people of Monrce Co at
Tompkinsville being the 1st dey of their eirsuit court. Staid last
night at Col, Hardins -- leaving the springs yesterday moriing.

Staid last night at J Quigleys & got back to:the springs this evening
found my wife no better, She received me with a smile & said she
lmew I would come. I promised when I left her to come back this
evenings For the last ten days-day and night- I have with great .
anxiety waited on my wife. She died this morning gbout half past
ten oclock, I sent Eugene to B, Green with a note to my brother
Warner, directing him to make arrangements for the funeral.,

Oz this morning Warner came to the Springs with two barouches & =
dearborn wagen. Frances Rice, Susen Bacon & my sister Gorin went
(14) in Mr. Quigleys cerrisge. The coffin which was plain & neat
made of cherry plank was opened in the big room of my house so
that my sisters Lucy Ann, Malvinm, Louisa, my ohildren & other
relations might view the pale features of the corpse for the last
time. All my children were present except the bgbe. PBugene, Julia
& Eliza wept bitterly I could not restrain my tears. - I took Jane
in my arms & earried her te view her dead mother. She looked on

but did not cry. TheYfeatures of the corpse were not distorted,
Long & continued disease had reduced my wife very mucha, but still .
there was o serenity & calmness in the face even after death. ..The, "
corpse was taken te the Beptist church ,w_bre he Rev,: Mr, Calvert
delivered an appropriate address to & large fudience... It was, then -
removed te the graveyard & interred followed there:by.a large: orowd.
I returned home afterwards with: a broken. hearty ... ;s w.e.¢ Cp
Virote the following letter to my brethersinwiaw Wm,; DR, Trotter !
-BDear Williem On. yes-~(14a).terday evening. yyur. sisten.wes.buried -

v,

T dak e abmyns S g s o e ST, A

She died cn Friday the,lTth at half past;l0. oelock.Ae . M,.. I believe
I cennot spend this afternoon:more.ssoredly -then. by, giving.you in’ ..
deteil an agoount of her. last,illness. ;Eliza was teken illien,the °
3rd of Apr.. Her disemss seemed: to.be of & _billious eharsctere; ..

She was pregnent & in that situation her kmix health has generally

birth was premature, the child being what is called a ssven months
‘child., After the birth of the child ¥e hoped her health would be :
restored & she did get well enough to ride out in our barouche by _
being propped with pillows, Her rides howevér were shert, & I had . ..
to ocarry her to & from the bareuoche in my arms. On the fifth
Mondey in June as & forlorn hope I removed her to the Chemeleon
Sprgs. She made the trip in a day upon & bed in an easy éarriage .
We stopped frequently on the way to let her rest. She died at the
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,said, "My dear husband, I cen take your word.® She'thsn'ssked
" the Dr, if a bligter would not relieve her breast. -He told her““f

e LY L1 w LN = Liem——t . | L1 - Ll

Sprgse HNou are no doubt anxious to kmow the operations of her
mind daring her last trying scenes, & I will feel 2 deeper in- (15)
terest in thess than in the foregoing recital. Before leaving home
she made all those domestic arrangements which you might suppose

her to make under the expectation of never returning, She requested FQ}T
your Mother in the event of her death to take esre of her daughters. ﬁ?i
Having laid eside @ll earthly care (except forfher health) she i
applied herself with great attention to the uso of those remedies ﬁ?w
which were prescribed for her in conncetion wiith the medical waters, *ﬁg

8he was very anxious to live not because she was unprepared br
afraid to die = but because she knew that her life being spared &
hor health restorsd, she -ould\ﬁﬁiﬁgﬁii;\Be useful to her family,
& because we were just getting in that situation in which we were
&ble to live more comfortebly than we hsd done. She loved me & the
children most affectionalely & hed a strong desire to see them
raiseds I slways knew her feelings toward us by her conduect & she
sometime expressed them. A few days before her death she held my
hand & with inexpressibly affection beaming in her countenance said
to me "I love you.," Some days befors her death I sent for her
Mother, Eugene & Julia, They oame to the Springs & staid till she
died. Your Mother wgs anxious (16a) to hear her views of eternity
& of Christ & desired me on some suitable occasion to bring her cut,
Your Mother xdid not like to see her so much engrossed with the idea
of getting well when she was reduced so low that it was menifest to {ﬁi
her friends she could not recover, I however felt no uneasiness h
ebout her future state, for she had so often expressed her feelings ?
& faith to me that I was convinced if there ever lived a purs '
christien on earth sha was one. I determined that your Mother sheuld
be gratified & told Eliza on the first suitable opportunity that :
she ocould not recover thet she must die & thet,shortiy, & that she °
ought te repose her hopes in & turn her thoughfs to another world

& to her Saviour, She asked me if that was thé Docters epinion -

I told her it was. 8he then said it was all woll, that she was

not afraid to die, that she had often prayed for the forgiveness

of he# sins, believed she had been pardoned, & trusted in the merits
of Jesus Christ for eternal life. These, tho not her precise wowds .
were their substance. Shortly afiter this she complained of a
strioture across her breast & of which she hadfpftgnlgqmp}aine@,

& desired me (16) to wsk Dr Ford who then attended on her whether .
be oould give-her any relief, I stept into enother roem where ' ‘% : ./
the Doctor was' - told him to go with'he to Eliza’'s tell”her truly'd

When we approached-the bedside,-I+said her is Dr; Foi ‘yog;
him ' for yourself. My allusion was’tothe'stristure” but’ she e
understood:me, & supposed that:I.desired-her to-enquire sbout he~ -
Doctors opinicn as.to her-dying goen.’y She ‘looked at me with’one S ™
of the swoetwst smiles that ever ghone’on & seinted soufitensnce &

that nothing could be done Bor her, that she must die shortly.

She heard him with the calm serenity of an engel & did not manifest
the least agitation. During her last illness hdr mind was occasicnally
flight}y from the excitement under which she lapored, but her deductions
from her premises were always rational. Her ferlngs oconsigted in
suppesing things to exlst which did not. She :usked me twice if you
were not dead, & once said to her Mother you wore (16a) dead, In this.
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-said that was the expression. Throughout her long illness she

Ue

state of excitement she talked a’great deal, & her remarks dis-
pleyed her character as she had acted it out thro life. On one
oceasion she lectured us on the subject of ch@rity or doing good

to others. Her remarks was to show that the Droper employment of
life was to do good, Upon another occasion she pointed out the
duty of children & partichilarly what she desired hers to do in
their intercourse with each other. Mutual kindness & love was the
rule she desired to enforce., On the third night before she died
she sang very sweetly the two first vérses of a hymn, the words of
which I could not distinct}y hear during her sminging owing to the
weakness of her voice. After she ceased I asked her to repeat the
worlls for I desired to lmow them. S8he repeated the two first verses
of that admirable hymn whioh begins thus.-="Far from my thoughts
vain world begone, Let my religious hours alone™ eto.-

On Wednesday evening she was struck with death to all appearances.
Her eyes were fixed, she ceased to breathe, & we supposed life wasextinct, W
this (17) prdved to be only a spasm, from which she recovered & lived
till Fridgy when she died easlily & composed. Her véice continued
audible so that she oould be hsard within half an hour of her last
breath, Her last xmxxid words were "Glory to God.® I did not hear
them distinctly. A female in attendance less agitated then I wax

evinced a remarkasble patience & fortitude, Thus your sister is
gona, & I have lost in her the greatest comfort of my life. Her
little boy is living & doing well., She requdsted the morning she
died that he might be named Joseph, A few nights befops she died
she saw the little boy in a dream & tﬁtkod to. him in that scothing
affectionate tone of a mother which has alwajs semt a thrill to
my heart - she said "Oh, the pretty little beéy - kiss thy'mother =
eto, etc. Your mother will take our daughters. Unole Rogers fnmily
are well, ' :
With affeotionate esteem )
Your affliocted Connexiona =
J. R. Underwood, \

Rev, vﬁn. DI R, Trotter.

17a) . ‘
i great press of business has prevented my writing anythlng here"’
for seme time, I & few days after writing the foregoing letter te
'W. D, R, Trotter, I _went to Logan Co, for theqpurpose of attendin
vnrlouu po: v ofy’

is pX ¢

,,,,,,

My iiater Mnlyinww

purpeaa«of 8eging, ot _ :
We found he# recnvaring 8 though She ghed’ old:
my hand. when spel.king of my. rocen:h affli.otion 3 day'* . &
morning before breakfast I left - R, & went %o Elkton £or the N
furpose of meeting some politiocal friends th re.‘ I returned frum
Elkton & staid Ssturday with Mr. Jno Smith of Logsn who gave me a
letter which E, Hise had written to him, in Substance.charging me
whith heostility to fwee gevernment & equal righta & with a design
to Eleoct Danl Webster a tory for the purpose:of subverting them.

I oaused this letter to be published in order to expose the meanness
of the man who could resort to such a low trick with a view to im- o
(18) pose on Mr. B8mith & thereby secure his vote. On’ Sunday I was' o
going to Franklln by Adairsville & stopped to sse Mr Gotier where- LA
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. could not effectuelly smoother. & guppress the bitter waters .of, grief

|
H

I learnt for the first time that the cholera had broken out in
Russelville the day I left - & that my Aunt Blizabeth had fallen
8 victim & would be buried that evening, I changed my route &
went to Mr. James Wilson's, where I attended the burial of ny aunt
about 4 oclock P, M. & then went to Adairville that night. She
wes buried at the same graveyard where the body of my sister Jane
lies. Three gentlement only rode out with the corpse of aunt from
Russelville - Mr. Hull, Mr Curd & Mr « Dre. Wilson did not
come out - being sick & also nursing his daughter who was sick.
My sunt was buried in a decent coffin coversd with velvet. The
consternation produced by the cholera was great. Much the largest
part of the population left Busselville & the deaths during the
continuance of the disease exceeded one hundred. On Monday the
27th July I addressed the people in Franklin. I was asked several
questions at the clese of my spesch by Wm. Je. Williams, a pblitieal
opponent which I answered with the happiest effect, The bal- (18&)
ance of the week I spent in Logan delivering g spesch, Hise did
not attend the appointments he had made & I céuld not ascertain the
caugse with certainty, It was said he was ‘siclk, that he was nursing
the sick, that his Mother or wife had died with the cholera =-- all
w3 rumore I ascertained however on Sunday before the Elsctien
commenced that he had leff Buqsellville for the upper part of the
District. I reached home on Sunday the 2nd of Aug. & staid during
the Election in Bowling Green. As soon as 1t was over T went te
Bromwnaville & there attended the cirou;t Court. The third week
I should have gone to Simpson but on Stnday the 15th I rec's a . .
letter informing me of the illness of my old Uncle E, Rogers, & that
he desired to see me, I started for his home & reached there Monday
night. Found him better & recoveringe. The last two weeks I have .,
been industriously engaged attending court in B, Green. . The multitude
of things which have pressed upon my mind & attentionPsincé.the’ desth
of Eliza have prevented to some extend a settled gloom from overe
vhelming me, « the angiush of my soul has been interrupted by the
foul assaults made upon (19) my character for political effect. .. .-
indignation and resentment produced counter feelings &:businesg has
left me no time for melancholy reflections,..? endeavored to withdraw
my mind from contemplating the extent of my.loss,..& the impossibility
of repairingtit.on‘earth,w-Ihtried to‘fo:get.the.happyuqonverggtiqns!m
the delightful anticipations:% cheerful.smileof, Eliza.when:3i - health
ing
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I endeavored.te ¢hrowiqmvéilaoverghennaﬂt;igééxgpﬁ}opailnﬁgisghar !
111‘domestiohdutieg,:ﬁButatheﬁgxciﬁemontsao§¢the canvags; == -

calumies circulated:against. me,: & the engageiant:of;my

When alone. I would find myself dwelling upon the past.without belng,.
sensible how my attention was -drawn from politicas & business,. & 1t v
required an effort to give up the remembranqa;of former days,. &
hours of -joy never to return. The children wkich I have is my great
stimulus 4o exertion. To bring them up * render them happy, . to.
teach them how to live, & to meke them useful are the mo- (19a) tives
which support me, I have experienced the good & the evil of this
world. Its charms are less exguisite, its pains less acute than
they were twenty years ago. I have subdusd my passions-& brought. :. -
them under the influence of reason. 1 have not extirpated passion.
The man who attempts to divest himself of all passion makes L
upon nature ¢ is a fool., The man who does not learn to control his -
. :
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passions is a dunce. In the course of the canvass I have pt times
felt a melancholy despair of the republic, I have been oposed by .
men who seem to me as completely divested of everything like respect b
for truth & honesty, as if the affections & sentiments of their Jig
minds & the conduct of their lives were undey the exclusive dominion
of the devil himself. I have seen these vile: wrbtches exalt when
their falsehoods seemed to be producing the ¢esired effect. - The
only pain which they felt resulted from being: defeated in their
villainies. The condition of society is awfyl when there is such
laxity of morel sentiment that scoundrels éare nething for exposure ;
provided their infamous gchemes are successful. I have seen honest /s
ignorance led by artful Imavery led to the briink of destruction,
I have seen prejudice & bigotry blind the understandings of men, so :
that they could not perceive the glainest truths. I have méurned I
for the delusion of the ignorant € uninformed & exerted myself to i
" spread the light of truth. I have £elt unutterable contempt for
those political knaves who have no object but self aggrendisment
who have no love or sympathy for their fellow man, & who address
themselves to the prejudices, passions & suspicions of bad and ignorant
men for the purp 58 of making them servile tools with which to
accomplish theiyjln amous designs. I know many honest men of the
party which has opposed me, & I think I ses how they have been
influenced to sustain Genl Jackson in his unlawful exerolses of power,
They will yet be convineed that our forms of government, that our
free institutions, cannot stand unless the President of the U, S,
is made to submit (30a) to & to mct in conformity with the constitution
& laws of his country. Jackson has in' a shameful memmer both before
& since he was President violated the conatitution & laws. The tame
acquiescence df the people has induced me to fear that they were
nearly ripe for the rod of a despot. The resiilt of the-eledtion in
this destriet has been gratifying to me & I a2 resolved to repay
those who sustained me by faithful devotion o? whatever talent I
possess to the service of the country, & by s¢ doing I trust 1 shall
convince those who honestly opposed me of their error, . A
I am now on board the steambokt "Coquette" in the Qhio river about
100 miles below Wheeling Ve, being on my way %o Washington,, John
Bell Esq. late speaker of the H, R, & his fomily are with me,. ...~
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Leisure affords opportunity of‘bringiqg.up.the-p;;qeipal.iqgidentssg
of this journal & whioh ocught to-have.been inserted before this,
Haying come, to the determination te.bresk np housekesping. aftér.s -
my wife's death on the 29th of 2ug,. last,.I sold my (21),;1liyes:s
stgdk,‘hquaehpld,é;kitoheq-furniture;oq;aﬁopgdit;ofié;;;mo,g The:dw:
amount of .salves excoeded one, thousand dollars,3heingagslarggrtgumq”
than I supposed the property 1uu1dwbring,¢:1,leqrped,bygtpe result
that it took more money to place téfamily:in:a;oomfort;ble:s;tuatiop ,
then I had an idés of, .I had nothing superfluous & oould have.... . 'i% i
found use for many things I had not & yet the millions of.earth :sap -
would have thought me abounding in luxuries, & so I was.ocomparing '
my conditlon with theirs. Those things.essential to the support .

of life are neither costly nor numerous. . A single suit of clothes
sultable to the season, with a change of ‘linen coarse yet.wholesome
food & a dry shelter are sufficient to make tqp man happy whose :
wellebanlanced mind make the most of the clrcurstances whioch surround
him & which are often beyond his control. While the absolute.ocon-
trol & ownership of the world ocamnot confer happiness on him whose

of power grasps after everything, Avarioe;? abmitien never say




1835
1oV
17th

1835
How
17th

1838
low
17th

18th

19th
1835

130

"Enough", The latter part of Sept was spent at Glasgow & (21a)

month of Oct. was spent in fussellville & Elkton attending court at
those places. I made & good deal of money & received the congratula=
tions of my friends at the result of the election, % the .assurance of
many oppenents that they were not greatly dissatisfied at the result.
I have learnt however not to trust the fair words of all who utter
them, Shakespeare temches that a man may smile in your face & be a
villain & your deadly enemy. I have met with flatterers whose com-
pliments had no more concern with the sentiments of their hearts,
than had the lip ser¥ice of some professing Christisn denounced in
Holy Writ, with those pure emotions of devout peity which infuse
holiness & joy in the soul, & spread the happiest influences all
around. Candor is the virtue which above all others séts off e mane-
Hypocracy is the meanest vies which degrades & disgraces our nature.
It is the offspring of selfishness & cowardice. On the first day of
the present month I left home & spent the night at Chameleon Spres.
It was the firset visit I had made there since Eliza's death. On
entering the room where she died my feelings were excited as it her (22)
corpse had been placed before me. <here was the bed on which she

expired. Her last word was in my ear. Hor last leook was present

with me. Memory pictured every incident, & the past reality was

again before me in a sensible form. I again saw Eugene & Julia

embrace their dying mother. On the day following I went to Browms-

ville Court. On Tuesday I went to Belle's, on Nednesday morning

took the stage for Loulsville where I staid a fow days then passed

on to Frankfort & remained there near & week writing briefs & attending

to business, On r'riday I went to Lexington on the R. Road in company
with Judge Robertson. The car was drawn by two horses-at the rate of
seven miles an hour. Mr Bell & family went up with us. On Saturday

the 14 Inst. Mr, & Mrs. Bell Gov, Morehead, Chief Justice Robertson,

¥r. Denton, ¥r leatman & myself dined with Mr, H, Clay & Lady at .
Ashland, H#r, Jos. Gorin, & brother of Mrs, Belle & sonein-law of;Mr.

Clay was also one of the party. We spt down at half past two to an '
excellant dinner * the hours we spent at “shland passed very agreeably,
(22a) eltho I do not remember a eingle idea advance by any of the -
comgany worthy to survive the day it waa uttered. On. Sunday last’
Mr Bell & family & myself got into the accommodaticn line at. Lexinge
ton at & qugrter hefore seven.A., M, & reached Maysville-~ a.distance
of 63 miles before. dark,. travelling over the finest road E-ever. i
say--Sometimes.at the rate of 10.miles an. hour,: .I went toibed et
Lenghorna Inn Maysville, was Wakaduup‘atJnight-ggbtﬁonubod&dﬂthgui” ‘
"Cogquette™ & expect to remch:Wheeling tomorrow morning if noiagccidents:
happen, : Reached Yheeling .this morning aboqt.day,n-BetﬁeqnwsunedQﬁﬂﬁi
& dark lest.evening an. accident happened.which alarmed most :of the -
people on “board very mnoh.¢:+hq.boat st:nokha;sﬁag whichupengtrqt?qi
the floor .Just. behind onetof:the.wheels: & rangsed up. thro .the. floor:¥
on the inside of the oabin. just.under the:births & carried:away four: -
berths, ¢ ran into the ceiling of the:roof. -Thé cabin was:on the «
upper deck & the snag was broken off down at the wheel-& the beat:.
wont -ahead carrying. about 20 ft of the snag with por... Lipaidiin

going from Maysville to Suiandott $3.00 & from Guiandott to Wﬁeeling
$5.00 for my fare. How will it be twenty.years hence! Left “heeling
in the stage at 9 oclock.. Mr. & Mrs Bell went to Pittsburg. : Dined '
in Washington Yeémnn. near (?3)ewhich Gov. Retner lives on £ farm of . -
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.called at so lmte an hour but supposing I should leave town next
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180 acres of land as I wes told which he cultivates with his wen
hand. Supped in Brownsillle on the lonongahela, orossing a fine
bridge. Supped in Cumberland on the Potomac. Here the national
road terminates. This is a thriving town, & property has risen in
price lately very rapidly,

Dined in Hagerstown, & supped in Shepherdstown having diverged from
the main route to Baltimore at Boonsbore wnere I rested about three
hours which was very refreshing having traveled night & day since I
left Wheeling. This is the 7th day since I left Lexington, Ly, How
muach sooner will the distance be traved 20 years hence! This
evening I passed thro a touching & interesting scene. Capt Henry
Swearingen died in Glasgow in the winter of 1817 or 18 & left by his
will a large estate to his wife, then young & beautiful to whom he
had been married only about 6 months. I administersd on his estate
& in that capacity corrggponded with the widow/many years till she
married Henry Berry, Esq. by whom she now has 6 children. She-had
none by Capt. 8. Mr & Mrs Berry live in Shepherdstown & after supper
I called at their house to see them, Hr. Berr@ had gons to bed
fatigued & indisposed from a long ride during %he day Mrs. (23a)
Berry wes seated with her two oldest daughtersi& her female friends
in her little parlor engaged in needle work. Perhaps I ought not te
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norming I had no other time to appropriate. I'selected Mrs B among
the ladies & extending my hand asked if I was right in taking her
for ¥rs. Yerry. She said it was her name, taking my hnad with
apparent doubt., I told her who L was. With firmer grasp she gaged
on me a mement & then asked emphatically "is it possible this is

Mr Underwood!™ I assured her ! was the man to whom she had often
written. She raised her hands & exclaimed with unaffected feeling
"Oh I'm happy to ses you." She looked at me & membnt with deep
concern & agitation & retired saying "Pardon me until I inform My,
Berry" & introducing her companions as .she went, I .had scarcely. .. ...
seated myself when she returned & advanoing to where X sat exclaimed ~
"Oh I'm so glad to see you." & with the exclemation leaned on.me & y;..
kigsed me, Never did man receive from woman a holier klsg.. Itwas ’ﬁ
& tribute of love, a libation of the soul sacred to the.memory of o
her first husband,.. My presence called to her mind a thousand fond
& faded images & gave (24). them.the fpeahngss;qf;pagging,rggl}t;eag
She felt at the moment what she had been.as wife of the brave &, o
chivolrous Henry T, Sparingen who distinguished himself in the lasgt :fﬁ
war. She felt grateful for the munificence &, wffection;displayed.
in his will, . She.looked upen the children;of.ihe 2nd marriage as
scarcely legitimate & such' wag the. intense excitement & deep emoticn
of her bosom,.that the waters of feeling exuded.from eyery, por: ETre T
Her whole' face was-covered with dew. ,I thought [ the heart that once
truly loves never forgets, But as truly loves on,to the clese,  Like .
the sun-flower turns on her God when he sels ; The, same.look that she ©
gave when he rose.”. The ladies who witnessed the forgoing seene -,
seemed astonlshed at the: interest of tirg. B, ; One. of thém supposed
her warm embrace the result of former intimacy & friendship with
me, & asked when she had last seen me, When told that we had never
met before, astonishment rose te amszement, I thought 'I alone

had lmowledge of Mra. B's feelings & actions. Dined today with

Mr & Mrs Berry. They are smiable people & he is a member of the Xa.
Legislature. Rode this evening to Harpers Ferry at the junction of
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the Shenandoan with (24a) the Fotomac. Left Harpers Yerry this
morning at 7 oclock & went to Bgltimore a distence of 82 miles on

the railroad. Dined et Elliotts Mills., Got to Baltimore in time te

go to Washington on the railroad but preferred steying all night &

did remain at Beltgzhoovers Tavern where they put me to lodge in & room
without a fire. The scenery at Harpers Ferry is nothing like so

grand & sublime as I expected to find it from Mr Jeffersons deserip-
tion. It is picturesoue & striking, but insignificant compared with
the scenery which the rivers & mountains of the West afford. The
stupendous perpendicular cliffs of the Kentucky are objects which make
8 much stronger impression. Went to Washington this morning a

distance of 40 miles in 2% hours. Took my séat or rather selected a
seat in the H, of R. The practice is for members of Congress in
getting to the city to make selection of seats & write their nemes on
desks before the seats selected. This rule is not fair as it gives

the members arriving first en advantage of choice which they sre not
entitled to as no member should be expected to attend sooner than the
day before Congress assembles. The seats should be distributed by
lottery with regerd to the time of (25) a member's arrivel. Left
Weshington & went to Va to visit my relations. Ate breakfsst on

board the steamer going to the mouth of Fotomac Creck & dined at

Alsops in Spotsylvanie Co. Borrowed s horse of Mr Alsop & visited
Stephen Crutchfield who married my cousin Sareh Ann Alsop. Staid

last night at Mr Crutchfields & today visited the farm in the county

of Carocline formerly owned by my grendfather George Rogers, & gafter .
his death by my uncle Thos. Rogers. In my childhood I spent many

happy hours at this place carressed by wy grandparents, undles &

aunts. I went to school when a little boy from my grandfather's, &

I have a very distinct recollection of all things about the farm when

it was owned & occupied by him & my uncle. They kept the dwelling house
in good repair. So they did the outbullding, The. orchards, the
gardens the fences & everything under their management showed prosperity .
& comfort, My grandfather & grandmother died & were buried on the

farm. My mother was like wise buried by the side of her parents{ My
Uncle sold the farm in 1810 or 11 end moved to Kentucky. I had
not been there since 1809 & ag my relation Mrs. Crutchfield was .

only six miles distent I felt it e duty to visit the grqvegfb;rgqﬁhufaﬂﬂ .
ancestors, The seens was so altered ‘that (258) it made & desp & -
melencholy ‘impression on my heart,  The farm was now ocoupied by 1y te
@ tenant of its proprietor, & like post tenants whodo, not owmn, the -
fee simple, he had suffered everything to go to ruin, .The windows
of the dwelling house once filled with transparent glass
filled with old rags & pillows to keepout wind ¢ rain,
boarding in seme places was off & the plastering within t
semeé gondltion there weré oracks in, the walls thro. whioh' the whistling
winds mightigféalyfqnter.lﬂmhe dairy was, converted into.a steble - . ..
& the kitchen & servants hohse. tirned into a tobacco, houses; The.;,
skeleton of the Barm was there, but the weather.boarding:wag partly
off & the posts rotten by exposure. The stables were gllfgong_&
not & vestige left, The enclosures around the house were destroyed. .
The garden was paled in & that was the only ﬁence in sight of the
dwelling house except the farm fence to the “ast. Most of the

apple trees were gone, & those whdch remeined were unpruned. The

being in: the'
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fine rows of mulberry trees had been out down. The delightful

cherry orchard presented & few dead trunks standing. The old

oak at the East end of the house was gone net even a stump

left, & two dead Lombardies were (26) stending the the North fitting
mwonuments of the desolation around them. The decayed meat house

near one of the Poplare was the emblem of starvation instead of
plenty. The stumps of the tobacco crop which had been cultivated
were within ten feet of the dwelling house. The contrast between
what I saw & what I remember threw on me the robe of sadness as I
approached the house., The tenants wife-for he was absent, invited
me in & bxtended her hand in token of welcome & handed & chair, I
entered the reom fronting my grarddmother's chambsr. It was the
eating room of the family & the first picture which my memory drew
wag the breakfast table & those around it, & among them e hearty
little boy eating the crusts which my grandfather could not mangge
for want of teeth ® therefore passed to me. I was so full that I
could not speak & tell the object of my visit., At length in a low

& catching volce I made out to tell the woman that L once lived
there & that ocuriosity had induced me to visit the place & I desired
permission to ramble where & pleased, She gave it, & I left the
house, doubting whether she had discovered the feeling which affected
me. I walked to the garden. The side walks & cross walks (26a)

& flower beds & shrubbery were all gone. They had disappeared lile ,
the hand of that emiable aunt who devoted so much time to their !

culture & to my instructien., A straight walk led thro the center &
of the garden to the back paling & on either side stood some large 1
boxes (an evergreem.) which I recognized. I next went to the I

grave yard, The stone wall which was built around it, waes thrown E
down in several places, % now constituted nec protection the greves,

To the North stood & cedar tree % near it grownd ivy (sn evergreen] ﬁ
had spread over the N,W, cormer & side of tke enclosure. The head g
& foot mtones of three large graves were visible. Those seid I, d
indicate the spots where my grandfather & grendmother Rogers & my ' :

Mother are leid. & rush of a thousand juvenie scemes burnt in my

mind. They are gone like the venerated beings whose graves are

before me, was the sucoeeding reflection, My bosom heaved & tears
flowed, I could not tell which gravw was my Mother's or grandmotherts,
I wes not present at the burial of any of the persons,  There wag , == .,
another grevd which indigated.the grave of a child,, T, supposed.it to be
that of an Uncle who died in infency-a twin brother of B. Rogers, .
I gogretted (27) that I could not point with certainty the.graves:
of my grandmether & mg'mpther.Iﬁy% atrong emotions;having ‘ecalmed
I returned to the house, . A3 yet I had,only been in one.roome;. s
I asked permissien to go into ull.of them,  Mrs, Stanley thesi .
tenant's wife--gave it, .l .opened the door which led me out,of the .-
breakfast room into the large Hall in which the grown.dsughters . e
of Mrs., Stenley & their spinning wheels were. As soon as I.entered:: -
the avenue to the steir steps & also to the fruit celler, & the . . '
door which opened into the little bedroom i ithe N, E, corner,

a flood of feeling overwhelmed me. 1 sould‘not conceal it from

the penetrating eyes of those rustic girls who looked at me with
amazement as if ¥ were a maniec. Embarrassed by the situation

I deemed it .prudent to giwe up the visit to the bed-chember,

where the healthy slumbers of rosy boy-hood has so often refreshed

my tired limbs. i mgde a bow & left the house. On mounting my o

horse I rode over to the widow Goghills, she being the only living
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perso within five miles that * had kmown. The 'old lady was well-
glad to see me, & her sons were anxiouw that I should spend some
days with them. I pessed by the Mill once owned by my grandfather
& returned to Mr. Crubchfields. (272) Oh time! what havoel

whet changes dost thos make in the condition of men & things! I
have felt a multitude of joys & gorrows since I was the wild school
boy rambling in delight over the farm I heve this day visited.

And in less time than has elapsed since the house of my grandfather
was my dwelling place, the esrth will cease to be my home,

I hope for immortality in & better world. Left Mr. Crutchfield's
after spending a very pleasant night, & after breskfast returned

to Mr Alsops, there took the stage & went on to Holloways where

I steid till five P.M.

Breskfasted at #ills in Goochland. Hired a barouch from him, &
reached my father's house in it about one oclock. A ddep snow fell
to day. I found my Father in & small eabin (sbout 14 £t squard
with a dirt floor) which smoked very badly. It would be caelled

a miserable negro cabin anywhere in Virginia, He was dressed in

a coarse cap made out of the ekir of some animal, a very regged

0ld cloth ooat, & apair of pantaloons- of white coarse linen, but
the linen was bleck with dirt, an old waist-coat, & dirty cotton
shirt & dirty woolen socks. Brutus, his servent & the only cne
remaining with him was ebout (28) to iron him a lclean shirt. His
bed & bedclothing were wretched. My father was preparing some
warn water in & skillet to wash his hands- his face nesded it more
than his hands but he used it in washing his hands only & then he
put on his clean shirt. There wers one pr two old oheirs in the
room & a esmall cearse table, & an old trunk- a pot & skilllet & a
few other articles of little wvalue., The stock of provisien con--
sisted of two squirrels hung by the fire-place, the tail end of

& hog chive, a large parcel of apples thrown under the bed on

the fleor, * a parcel of walnuts lying in & corner of the room.-
There was some cabbage standing in the yard near the door where-
they had grown & the fence around the cabin enclesed an acre or

two of ground on which there were some thrifty lookkng apple trees, -
There was @ lerge house within the enclesure containg more apples,
some corn & fodder, & probably some ocider, I did not go into it.
Thus situated I found my Father an old man who will have'cempleted
his 69th birthdey on the 22nd of ;‘eb next, I felt a eemtimedt' - .
of horror & cemprssion perféctly indescribable,’ The'manwhe'drove™ .
me down in the Barpuch’ seemed 10st%, astonishment bo-gee mg-enter -.. -
such @ hut, & selute my Father, for ho had learnt tn:the road-that
I wes, & member of congress, &

gross, & that Tiwis’ eipoctdd in'(284)"the: . -
neighborhood, .Wa stopped &t several pludes:along tho'way: & whers

ny oondugtor. informed the' poople wisfe I'was going'théy'sbembd’ te
be concerned for me,. . Two individuels; ‘onb’named Richard’ Clark:d

came to me & expressed théi;JSofrop’aﬁ“tpa’oonditténf1§fihioh;f%&?
I would find my father. Clark invited me'to spsnd the night at 5%
his house. I had not been in the house leng t11l my Father spoks.i’
to Brutus & directed him to get something to eat for me. My Father
said they had no meal, & asked if I had any small change with -
which to purchase & little. Without speaking for I could not X
hended him some little pleces. He said he had rec'd my letter
conteining $20,00 this day altho it was written in Oct, He gave

a small piece of money to Brutus & directed hipm where to go %o

boy secme meal that I might have some bread for dimnere Brutuss
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asked my *ather for his shoes to wear, as those he had were too
much worn to keep the snow out. iy Father surrendered his shoes
& Brutus started for the mesl, I cpened my trunk - took out a
pair of double-soled new shoes & gave them to my “ather. He
said he prized them very highly., Brutus returned with the mesl-
baked some bread, fried a squirrel & a part of the chive for my
dinner. After it was (29) done, it was served by putting the skillet
en the table & one plate ( I believe there was but one in the house)
& I helped myself out of the skillet with the same knife & fork
which Brutus hed used in cooking, & I saw no others. *here was no
table~cloth & the ceke of bread was put upon & tin cup. My Yather
made no apologies & did not seem embarrassed by the circumstances

in which we were placed. L resolved to take every thing with g

good grace - to do nothing & say nothing which.might mortify him,

I sat down to dimnner with the reflection that %here were thousands

of poor people in the world in much worse conditions, - helped
myself out of the skillet & found the shive & squirrel very
pelatable, Not long after * had dined Mr., Clark (who was now quite
tipsy) csme to my Yathers & invited us to spend the night with

him, My Father amccepted the invitetion for his bed was hardly

big enough to hold us both., Clark geve us supper & logging but
became very drunk, & sang silly songs & talked nonsense greatly

to my amoyance. His chief topic was the honor & pleasure he

derived from entertaining a "congressional charscter" in his own -
house, a thing which he ssid hed never happed before (29a)

in his life., My Father & myself slept in the seme bed. When he

was undressing he told a negro woman of1Mr. Clarks that he would

give her a gallon of cider to wash his socks & overalls & to

bring them in so that he could dry them before the fire, She did

it., The circumstance made me fesl deeply, as it convinced me he

had not & change of clothes, Oh, God! what & world is this in

which we live! My Fether & his father both have represented Gooch~
land Co. in the Legislature of the Commonwealth.’ When I oan first
remember my Yather was one of the finest 139k1ng men I ever saw,

& a}tho he was never rich he owned & farm ‘made out to live deoently.
But he was fond of cards & consequently of idle life, - He impibéa' o
the feelings of a gamester, altho:l-belieye he was never‘impeled .
by their ®navery & fraudulent tricks, He confided-in-Chence & he
yet retains a sort of superstififus feeling thet Chende or. fortune ™
or luck will do great'things ‘for’him & raise him from the depths of -
his miserablé poverty without his doing enything for’himself it

Such men do not perceive-the invariablsé ‘relations whiéh @gd ‘pags?:

established iu the 'moral ‘world,:between"osuses & ‘their ‘§ffectss® *
(30) They will 'not learn'by wisdem **eperiences : I have’put down’ '
the foregoing faots in’ relation to my Father for fthe benefit of ‘my™
children, *Let'each of my children ‘whe' read the ‘statément remember
that his or ‘her Grandfather was a'ierY'podr’man"&:feduqed?té”grgat_.u
want, & learn not to boast of wealthy ancestors, ' Let:them”look:gt?qk
the condition in which I am now placed & let ‘them ‘ask themselves how °
it is that I am better off in respect to property & station then'my
Father, ' The answer is, 1 depended not on Chance or Luck but used

the faculties of body % mind whioh God gave, seeing if I “exerted them
they must necessarily, according to the establiphed‘lawngof providence,
produce an abundant harvest. Let my children do so-likewise & they
will prosper. Left Mr, Clarke aftér breakPast, got a horse from Dr,
Dumright & visited my &wunt Dendridge taking to her some articles

left her by the will of my Aunt Elizaebeth, returned in the evehing
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. Baltimore % environs. You escend on the inside by a winding stair

to my Father's, there met with my Brother Henry, not much better
off, owing to intemperance than my father. He went with me to

Sam C Finches where I staid gll night on the stage road. Got in the
stage & went to Richmond., Paid my Uncle Thos. Underwood $200.1eft
him by my #unt ilizabeth. He has dome very badly. (30a) Dined with
¥r. Jas. Brown, Dined with Mr, John Wickhem, ir, Loigh Senator of
Virginia in Congress one of the guests. We hed a supptuous dinner
& the house exhibited more richness of furniture then any I believe
I was ever in., What a contrast between my Father's hovel & Mr,
Wickhem's mansion. Supped at N, Pollards, Left Rjichmend in the
steamer Patrick Henry for “ashington via Hempton ®oads, 014 Point,
Rip Baps etc. Had a pleasant trip - greatly pleased with Yfiver &
Bay scenery. Resched Baltimore about 1 oclock .M, Hambled sbout .
€11l 5 oclock & at half past five got into the Rail Hoad car & came
to this places - Washington. In my rambles I went to the top of
Weshington Monument. 1t is 200 ft. high at lesst & overlooks -

resting on the wals of the monument & g perpendicular column in
the center around which it winds. &t the top of the monument I
found the names of a great meny visltors written with chalk on the
walls. These sought distinction in that manner, thus evineing a
love of fame common to all mankind, &% most of them will never be
brought inte greater distinction. Yesterday I received albtter from
Elizebeth E, Underwood, wife (31) (of Hanover) of my Uncle James
Underwood giving a detailed gecount of her poverty & wretchedness &
requesting that Mr. J. J. Crittenden a reletion of hers % myself
would unite in sending her $5.00 today Wwe sent her by mail $10.00,

On going down the steps of my boarding house this morning there
being & coat of sleet on the steps & pavement my feet slipped from ' .
under me &5 soon as + touched the pavement, ILifell & hurt my \
back very mich., Congress met on the Tth inst., Nothing of eonse- '
quence has been done yet. The orgsnization of: the house (not yet :
completed) & the appointment of the wvarious committees preparstory
to business is all that has been done., A man of business has not
time to spare to write down the daily ocourrences of his life,. I:
could write a volume of comment upon.the persons & things -I have.y.k:
seen, & heard within the last montl. . On the ove of, Christmss .I:it}
went to a party. at, the Fresidents, .. Staid about half.or. three: fo
of an hour, ;in whioh time. I.satisfied my.curiosity.& then leftiu v
the house before supper.:I.heard gther guests: say: thetoagplendid
supper, was ‘served- up. after:* left-there, . I wag. inithe; celebrated:us
East, Room, #It.1s now gorgeously :farnished,. & the -letter. of: 1ies:ns
written by. Thos, 3., Benton, Senater. from Missburi,. about (1t will a:
(31a). long be. remember +to his disgrace.but not.te, his. mortifiontien

8

The opinien. I heve. of. hi s',ehars.oter;lissathq.t{he- is:too mean; to.ux

oy

blush at his own.erimes & he. scorns.the, world .beoauae;'he;.knorsg;. T e
thaet he iz universelly .despised. . .I:do not know his:person.. I-have :
never seen him, I.do not care if I never do. . *hers was.a. great crowd -
et the Fresidents. .The musio was delightful & was the only thing y
which to me had the least charm, .I.was.at.an evening. party at - N
Sec. Cass on the 3lst. . The press was even greater, than et the.r oo
Presidents, because the rooms were smeller, . People.agsemble at such
perties for show & not for any one ‘rational. en joyment, - You are .
fatigued to death standing. Conversation is out of the question, G

at least conversation of any useful subject. Hadinage is alone

suitable to such ‘occasions & that is rather iniipld at my time of
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. from the Ky, circuit. Mr. Clay & Mr. Crittenden were-council for

.!_';\‘t 20Q 1

E )

life. After rubbing against the women (who .with a few exceptions
were rather homely) until I was disgusted with the necessity of
doing it, for there is no possibility of aveiding it, in what might
be called a "genuine squeeze," I left the Secretarys at an early
hour before supper & retired to my lodgings. It is with regret
that I cannot find time %o put down sny reflections in passing down
James River especially that (32) train of thought & feeling which
resulted from viewing the place where the 1ife of Capt, John Smith
was saved by Pocahontas & the ruins of Jamestown. Today I rec'd
a letter from my daughter Eliza the first she ever wrote me., I : i
will retain & preserve it for her. I glso got a letter from Julia, 3
I
h

T O T A S T

These letters are highly gratifying., Julia informed me that hep
Aunt Gorin was very unwell & that her Aunt “gqlvina had gone to see -
her., I am apprehensive that the next intelligence I receive con- 3
cerning Louise will announce her death, It was thought she was ‘
afflicted by dropsy when I left &y, Lest Sunday I went with Mrs.
Kennedy my landlady to the Catholic Church in thig olty. It was

the first time I ever entered the doors of a chapel where this

body of Christisms worshipped & ouriesity was, I confess, the prin-
cipal motive which carried me. Mrs, K. on entering her pew knelt-

& seemed to pray most devoutly., So did many other members of the
congregation. With many it seemed a mere form. The plotures of
Christ & other paintings of historieal scenery & personages cone
nected with the early agas of Christianity are well caloulated to
excite the imagination * passions. From the use of such paihkings

& images the idea has (32a) arisen that the Roman Church is

idolatrous, In this I suppose Injustice is done them., but I

noticed many things which in the age of Christienity ought to be.
abolished, For instance as the congregation approached the speakers
desk or pulpit they bow in front of the images & paintingas as tho .
they were saluting a living person. On entering the house Mrs. K,,
Ripped her fingers into a vessel containing & liquid of some kind & I,
believe crossed her breast, The friest or an offiolating officer . ;.
during part of the servide reads or speaks in s language unkmown P
to the congregation. He is dressed in a peculiar manner, attended

by pages, goes thro numerous ceremoniss of Imeeling ata., eto, which .
wear the appearance of juggling & seem .to appeal to the superstitions

of the audience for toleration, . The whole hes too much the appears .
ance of propitlating Heaven by a necromancer's .charm,: If these :things " -
were put aside I see nothing to condem, . 4 better behaved con= L
grogation I never saw. The Pastor read,ns,a.sermonénqu;te;gnthodqx s
1t seemed te me, & abounding in good sense, sI have been told that -
the priest .assigns some good reason for every ceremony however absupd f
it may seem-to the stranger.:. It mey be true that all their ;ceremonies
are assooiated (33) with some historical evert which gives them ip, ‘
an interest & .charm .to those whe .understand .the allusion. i.But;tq s . y
those who have .no key to unlock the mystery .- & such.was ny.case .= "I
they oannot be viewed in any.other light .than that of .dazzlingopunt, -
absurdities. There is a.pageant about .them Whichfinducgd,the5$ﬁ:nﬂ
beholder to look .on as he would a cirous a pentomime, Foday.. _:

made an argument. in the Bugreme_court of the U, 8, in’ behalf “of

Wme Chiles in the case of Boone's heirs against him & other appeals

Boone's heir & Mr, Hardin % myself for their opponents. ..This is my
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l'eb 12th first speech in the supreme court. Last night I went to a party
at the Presldents witn Ir. Thos. Swearinger, his wife, his two
sisters Hamnah & Virginia. <Yhere were probably a thousand persons
there. + never before witnessed so great a crowd on any festive
occaslon. The press in going to supper was so great that & lady
was hurt., At all events was carried off in the arms of a gentle=
man appgrently in the ect of fainting. I was as much ss I could
do to protect my charge the two Miss S*'s. We were sometimes driven
ahead by the press behind without the possibility. (33a) There is

1836 no rational enjoyment in such masses of human beings congregated
b 12th to eat ® drink & chatter. On yesterday Mr. Harden of “y. & Mr.
Cushing of Mass. had some thrusts at each other in debate of an

aar. Tth sacrimonious character. This afternoon I went:to the Frestyterian

Church in Washington & witnessed the celebration of the Lord's
Supper. The serviee recalled the image of my depatbdd wife. I have
often looked on her devotion & her participation of this feast with
the greatest interest. She was a sincere, unpretending, & I velimwe
sensible Christian, ©She loved to do her duty in all things.

She partook of the sacramental emblems in a meek, yet dignified
manner, & was always delighted with anticipations of Heeven. She
was so far convinced of the insutfiency of this world to meke her
happy that she has often told me she would not live her life over
again, Before dhe died she had her children baptized ® her heapt
consecrated them to God most fervently. Iy visit to church this
afternoon recalled the religious conduct of my Eliza & in every
thing that was said & done, I could elmost imagine her presence

1336 acting her mecus (34) tomed part in the congregation. foel as if
Larye she was immortal and now in a state of glory. The world to me is
Tth fast losing its charms. If there is a predominant wish in ny heart

at this time it is to finish my race in conformity to the will of my
Creator and then to be reunited with Eliza in Heaven, with immortal
bodies embued with perpetual vigour and with immortal minds harmonizing
with God expanding this eternity and devoted to the praise, the service
and the contemplation of the amazing and stupendoud works of Viety, That
will be happiness and there is none short of it. I have not heard

from my children in B. Green for 10 or 12 days and fesl a little

unegsy on that account. To raise them properly and start them in g
life, and give them good impulses in the beginning are now the main
objects before me. *o do good to my country & mankind are objects

of more importance than the personal welfare of my children, & I
intend to labor for their advamoement, but here * feer I shall
accomplish little owing to the corruption of times & the selfish &
wnprincipled men who now control the destinies of the Kepublic, or to
my want of discernment in perceiving the proper course to pursue.
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1836 I shall exercise my best faculties & (%4a) leave th e issue to Him
Har, who governs the universe, OH Thursdey lsst witnessed the launch of
12th the Columbie Frigate of the Wavy Yard. I wes on board of her when

she glided into the water. There were many thousand persons present,
among them the President and meny members of Congress. JThis evehing
I composed the folléwing song for Miss C. Kennedy in hopes that it
might suit a beautiful tune she plays called the "Bonny Boat."

“The Bonny boat is on the tide, and ready now for seiling

Aboard my boys, thro foem to glide, no faltering or waillng,

It is life's ocrakze, awaey we go, most happy mey we find it

But if disasters whi}l-wind blow, why then welll never mind it

The unseen Pilot steers the boat, and regulates its motion,
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lie makes her sink or makes her float, Upon a stormy acean,
In Him confide, Cur messmates love, our wives our sons & daughters
4nd safe we'll reach the fort above, thro life's tempestrious waters."

fpr. It snowed today in VWashington., The past winter has been extremely

£th cold.

May Tr the morning of the lst lef% Weshington & went to Herperts :
1st Ferry on o ceanel boat. Staid all night with Yen. C. P. Hercer, J. y

Chambers of Ky, & Senator #orris of Bhio; at Mr, Rapants., At 9 i
o'clock next morning set out for "inchester Va in & reailroad car
1836 (35) & errived in Vinchester at 45 min past ten o'clock-—distance
biny 2nd 32 miles which we traveled in one hr & 30 mi—~—stopped to water 15 mi. !
Went to the Episcopal Church with A Renske of N, Carolina & Jas
Herlen of Ky, Returned to Taylors Tavern where:gbout 100 M. C's sat -
dovn to & most excellent dimner. At 3 P,M. got into the car & '
returned to Harper's rerry in the canal boat & got back to Vashington
about sundown distance 52 mi. & on the evening of the 3rd went with
lir. Horris of Penn. to the May Ball., Those thrse days were spent in
relaxation & pleasure Congress having edjourned for the purpose of
fitting up the Hall for the summer. Yhe members of “ongress were
Invited to pass up the canal & go to “inchester. We were most
hospitably entertained & not permitted to pay enything. The trip
5th was truly delightful. The scenery on the Potomac & Harper's Ferry
grand. Went with Hr, J, Harlan to Mr. Washington's & escorted some
ladies to another “ay Ball. I waited on Hiss Roberto Young a
beautiful girl in her teens, & he conducted Mrs. Washington. The ‘
little girls at the Ball were dressed with taste & splendor & |
danced beautifully. & deughter of Mr. Woodbury, Sec. of the (35a) i
1836 Treasury, was crowned Queen. Jr, Adams “x-President & several heads vt
Hay of Departments were present, ifr. Adam's two dranddeughters, one ¥ e
Sth & the other &5 danced admirably. These May “alls are very brilliant %
affairs & abound in innocent emusement. Iwenty three years ago on f'ﬂ’
this night I slept in a British prison ship suffering from a severe
wound received in “udley's defeats I laid on the floor without LR
covering, & with no clothes on but shirt % overalls having been iy iy
stripped of everything else by the Indiens, What e contrast between b
that night of my life & the 5th of uay 18361
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¥ay 22nd Yesterday veing Saturday, I left Washington in company with Miss ,ﬂ
Roberts, Miss Roberta Young, Jas. C. Harlen, M. C, from Ky. & Mr. ﬁ&
MeGoffin of narrodsburgh, « for Alexandris, Mb, Vernon ete. Ve oy

2 it

went to the steamboat wharf 3ust below the Bridge in a Hack, then
we got on board the stesmer Y, Johnson & passed to Alexendria.

Passage 12%'cents each., 1le then chartered a stege & 4 horses to

teke us to Mt, Vernon for ¥6,00 & back to Alexandria, Vieited the
tomb of Washington, exsmined the summer house, dwelling house, garden,

,
)
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1836 etc. Found the premises in & repid state of (36) decay. The dwelld
May ing house in the best state of preservation. Last winter the green-
22nd house was partially destroyed by fire. Many oranges & lemons werse

on the trees that were not burned. I picked up some pebbles near

the old tomb ® cut a locust stick near the new one to preserve as
relics, Mr. Vernon is beautifully situated on the ‘otmmac. I wish
its improvements would be mlways kept in a conditlon as flourishing
as the fame of the great man whose ashes reposé;upon its 1 fear the
world will never see such & patriot again. We were treated to wine

& cake by an amiable looking woman called urs. Washington who lived
upon the estgte & an amcquaintence of itiss “oberts. Spent the evening

in Alexandris at the house of *iss Roberts father where 1 saw t@ﬁ
daughters of Mr. Fowle a wealthy merchant. 9Staid all night at the

ke e
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Tavern of Mr, Newton. Dn yesterday afternoon I went with Miss

Roberts to see Miss Georgianna Slocum to whom I delivered a card

from Col, John Chembers. Today I came in the steamboat to Washington

with Miss Young, leaving Alexandria at 8 oclock, Mot Thos. Corwin,

Thos. ¥, Keman .& Morris, members of Congress (36a)

Learnt £rom the Green River Gazette rec'd. todey that Mary Blair Rige

& cousin of my decessed wife died at the home of my Uncle Thos,

Rogers on briday night 13th inst. Mary B, lost her mother when she

was qulte young & was taken by her aunt Mrs. K. & raised. She wag
suppose in her 16th or 17th yesr, ¢ tma been consigned to the

grave when she was ready to begin 1life, L left her in health,

How transitory are mll the things of earthl

Reached Washington Uity today in company with Jas. Herlen of

Lexington, Ky. Ye ascended the Ohio river to Pittsburgh & thence

in stages went to Saltimore & thence by the railroad to Washington,

Since * left Washington in Yuly I have witnesses many things worthy

of & record hers, but like millions of important events, especially

to their amtors, they will soon belong to the most of things for-

gotten upon ji'm_:-'l:h! I heve not time to register them, thus my life

is fleeting away amid incessent engagements so that I cmnnot find

leisure to leave a memorial behind me of things which most deeply

interest me. I spent the summer % fall in vindicating my political

course in stump speeches, attending Yo my professional business &

in gelling lends as agt, for John Wickhem,, Henry Berry etce _

(37) The matter which employed me most on the Stump deserves to be

mentioned. I mede & speech last May in which I notieced the con@ition

of the politieal parties & stated that ‘a. certsin elass of politieians.

should be dencminated the "Sop party" being & name more -suited. to .4, .4 - .-

their infamous principles & corrupt praotices. - I caused the;apeedhqg%y:* L

to be published & ciroulated. The expression "Sop-Party" gave my Cire

opponents great offense, Some of them refused to speek to me.in .

consequence & others wished to make it cause of personal. quarrel, T

No one charged me with giving an improper vote. No one denled the i

truth of the facts stated in the speech, & yet many of them were

very vindictive at the idea thatJILhad_atigﬁatized&jhem 8.8 3=§§27'

party. ; Most ,of my s tump, orations,were .directed to, allaying this

excitement & to xpilain Who. were: &, wha; were not embraced b

thi J an:
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wiless the, sub be,of, suoh, importance; thatyspeaking wit
will do more, godd, than, silence,., Nothing' however, cen justif . the-.
practice of, telling lies to please.. When ME# the, truth gives plemsure,
spesk. I am now at Hagerstown, Md. .. I reached this place last . ,.
Friday evening, & have been detained ever since (this is Sunday)

being unable to get a passage on the strges westwardly so grqgt‘is
the crowd. After the adjournment of Congress I went e, The LA

- ]
. et B - :



24,

to Goochland for the purpose of seeing my Father who was 70 yrs old

on the 22nd of last month. * found him in the same hovel where he

was when I visited him irn Fov. 1835, His situation instead of being
improved was much worse. Ie is now helpless with age & disease &
everything indicates that he will not live much longer. The money
which I have sent him from time to time seems to have been imprudently
wasteds I asked him to suffer me to take him to Ky. He said he

had been bgdly treated & defrauded. It was obvious that his mind

1837 dwelt with intense (38) anxiety upon the recovery of his farm where
Hare he had lived many years & where his children were born, & which had
19th fallen in to the hends of his creditors, My Father has much pride.

He has a strong desire to be eminent. He is deficient in judgement.
He sees clearly the erdd he desires to attain, but he overlooks the
means by which it is to be attasined., There are thousands like him
in this respect. I sent my Bros Henry for our Father's use $50,00
in a ck. last winter. I gave my Father §i20,00 in gold. I gave
Henry $20,00 to be applied to my father's use, & I placed in the
hands of my 0ld schoolwate David Mims ¥40.00 to be applied to the
use of my Fgther. In July last I gave my Father $50.00 as I passed
thru Goochland on my way home, Thus in 8 months I have appropristed
$180. to provide for him, besides giving him & number of clothes out
of my wardrobe. I have felt grateful to Yod that it has been in my
power thus to administer to his wants, but * have been much
mortified that his imprudence has required the assistanée & at the
manner in which the funds I have given have been wasted, I have

1837 also felt some dread (38a) of the censure of the world, I have
Mar. sometimes fancied that I should be charged with meanness in suffering
19th my father to pess the remnant of his days in'a dirt cabin, Nothwith-
stending the many proofs I have had of the worthlessness of the world(s
1837 opinion. I cennot fully divert myself of all sensibility to it.
Nar. It is not desirabde to be exempt from all emotion at the censure of
19th applause of mankinds I have done for my Father the best I could.

I have done that for him, with which I shall be content from my
children, should { be placed in my Father's condition., My Bros,
Henry has unfortunately contracted habits of intempersnce which
disqualify him for businese. I am told he has done better this
past winter than theretofore. He told me if I could furnish him a 4
capitel of $200 he could by establishing a little store at our >
Father's, support my ¥aother & himself & would do it. I thought the £
scheme would prove gbortive ® did not enter into it. I gave my
Father & Henry as much as I thought prudent & put $40. in the hand
of Mims who I thought would act best with it. Dyring the last

1837 winter as an M.C. (39) I led a busy life. I conkbructed the tables
Har, for B. Payton which made part of the appendix to his minority report. K
19th My other acts appear of record, & it is unnecessary to mention them

hear., Thru the winter my son Eugene & daughers Julie & Eliza have
written me meny letters. ! derive more heartfelt satisfaction from
their correspondence & society than enything else. If they should
only be intelligent, honest, industrious, neat , kine & prosperous
& Jsne & my little sone should likewise possess these qualities I
shall Erobably pass an agreeeble old age. 1$ my children turn out
badly * shall be miserable. Uyring the winter occassionally
visted two ladies both single & both past their teens. They were
agreeable compenions, & sometimes thought that one or both would
have no objections to coquett it & little with me. ‘hey were
intimete with each other. ©On leaving Washington I wrote on the
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back of one of my visiting cards the following verses & left a blenk

for the name of one of them just as it is left here. T then

enclosed the card & verses in & letter directed to both of then,

& wrote across the seal (39a) "not to be opened except in the presence

of both." I stated in the letter that I was unsble to decide between

them that ! therefore left it to their deliberation how the blank

should be filled, that if they rejected the discussion & refused to

insert one of their names my future life would probably become a

blenk & my actions as wild as my verses. I then told them to be

serious, I felt grateful to them for their polite attentions, &

that if I never met them again they should be remembered with sincere

friendship, I did all this to amuse them, & at the same time to

convince theh thaet * had not the least idea 'of courting either. I

never expect to find in woman what { heve lost in Elize. She made

an impression upon me the first time I saw her altogether unlike

that produced by any other femals, & I believe it never cen be

produced again with me. I have not since her death looked at &

femals & thought of marriage but instantly the image of Eliza pre=

sented itself, Her amliable qualities tock possessien of my mind,

& by contrast placed the woman before in the background. As long.

as this 1s the Sase & seoond marriage would be miserable, & I cannot

help wishing that it may (40) continue thru life, . !.enjoy a pleasing

melancholy in the recollection of my wedded 1ife which is more ..

agreeable then anything I should probably find in & new wife. Bu

I am running from the werses. They follow _ :
Should you be pensive & alone *
When I'm oer the mountains gone.

Oh then remember me,

i o ot
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Then thouh the keys & wake the chords
And breathe a song of dulcet words
In thrilling melody
On Mertenes bank mid sweet wild flowers
There shall I wear my tedious hours
‘In'pany gvreveries wei-ify o wnkd cacoumml it
' And antheibirdaﬁdnuBpray%EEBQVDﬁm.éhﬂc}ﬁ.ﬁﬂ'
' 1+ Carolitheir;notes: of-happy love:: &ilea ¢ wak
ekt o, TVL1R thinkes!: of i the®. w2 Iiwe belop t
%" And‘Mertengiwatersipurendioleomss whii nrs
#4349 Ag-maidensheart &ibeauty!s tearyvitely v
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% In* rolling/toithe: seass suswt,ny hars s WREER gl PN
* ' -Without one ‘dashing wave: ofigtrife: wn cirg, iis . TAA

7+ 8hall beithe- emblem® of 1ife Myl : spe ¥
-+ --Vhenwedded-love' to: theey st wl iy
R A AL PO T T ”t¢'ﬂ;1 7o ogji:*?y 5$53h“ﬁ e
Note. Merten-isvthe Indian neme of the river on.which I live &# l.h -
8ignifles the stream of happy lovers. : . : Y e o b
(20a) On efferts b8 emuse the laides I wrote the following lines
which I thought of sending but I eould not freme aletter to: suit
me 80 never sent them. , - .
Who could have thought my rosy wright
The parting hour would end in sighs?
Who would have dreamed, my westward flight
Would start a tear in thy bright eyes?

I scarcely hoped a heart so young
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Would harmonize with years like mine
Altho I knew what poets sung

0f eged oake & tender vime, ;
There is & mystery in love : E'::
A wayward power by which we're driven i
The secret 1s confined in Heaven '
On earth it is enough to know :
Whatev'er the cause, it melts the heart
I feel its hallowed current flow L
As fate desires that we must part. i

§
In going to Goochland I passed thru Richmond where I went to see my 4
relationss I gave the wife of my uncle Lhos, U, $5.00 & told her to f
give it to her eldest daughter & tell if I should return to “4chmond :
next fall she must meke a present to my eldest daughter. (41) I heard
that my cousin was unwell & knowing the family was very poor I
adopted this plan to give without wounding their feelings, I pure-
chased & dress (cost $4) for my old relation Mrs. Stark & directet
T.U. Yudley to send it to her,
On Fridey night last I resched Washington with my daughter Julia,
My object is to have her education finished in thig District, & have
her near me, that I may give her advice, & have her soclety during

my stay here as a member of Congress. | have been re-elected with- o
out opposition, & at this time % am of the obpinion that I shall not @
offer again, I intend, however, to make ne Dledges on the subjeot i
I am convinced that a political life operates against my interests &

in a pecuniary way, & I am apprehensive that my exertions to refoorm {?55
the abuses of the Govermment to stay the tids of corruption & to ;
overwhelm the Imaves in power, will not avail, I think it probable '
that I can do more good by preparing for publication an elementary

work on the subject of humen rights & the first principles of govern-
ment, with & view to enlighten the young men of my country. Irzx . -
can discharge my duty to society as well, or better I am sure T oam:i - .
be more useful to my children by (4la) retiring from ‘public life,r=.: «?
& I .am therefore strongly ineclined to do it, If however it shall
seem to be my dut J e, I ;

will again &"qéain
my-fixedinegoluti

last-Capt, Kobts of *Warreg 8° g _ ;
throughout; the :Revolutiondeparted this 1ife leaving & will*by ‘whych
he emancipated‘all his “slaves—=about 16%in number & left to each a
considerable property. *‘he rest of his estate he. devotes "to pure
poses of education, & oconstitutes me the trustee to apply ‘the fund,
according to my discretion & for my trouble allows & commission of -
25%s It is believed that the fund which will' fall into (42) my
hands under the will in case the executors do their duty will

exceed §$20,000. ¥he faithful application of this fund to benevolent
purposes intended by the testator will occupy a portion of my time,
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'dreamsxA ﬂyoﬁﬁégf;ye , Tihave ften drank of

_stupor. ., The importance .of . the world &, a11 things :
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& with other engagement which may devolve upor me as executor will
constitute a strong motive for quitting the public service at the
end of my present term.
Today being Sunday I walked to Yeorgetown from my boarding home to
see Yulia, I found her at the Epicopel Church. I walked to Miss
English's with her. I took her a letter from her cousin Mary Jane
Rogers which Bugens enclosed to me in his letter informing thet his
little brother Joseph was recovering from the measles. I fear yet
that his recovery is doubtful, The issue is witn Yod., After supper
I walked into the parlor at Mrs, Rondendorffs & saw on the table a
letter dirdcted to me in the handwriting of my brother Henry post-
marked Belhem Sept. 29. The seal was black & I immediately supposed
that it contdined information of my Father's death. I retired to
my room before opening it. My conjecture was right. The following
is a ocopy of the letter. "Sept-28-1837. Dear Brother - The (42a)
most palnful moment of my life is perhaps thiseto inform you that
our Yather is dead., He died this morning about 2 oclock-he died
like a man—with great fortitude, very little pain & perfectly in )
his senses. Write me whether you will come by when Congress adjourns.
. Your affect brother
H. . Undsrwood
I had written you & long letter a few days ago, but withheld it,
calculating in this event. Every attention was paid to him that
could be, i o
I cammot say that this event afflicts me, I riever saw a man reduced
to such misery as my Father was. He had lost everything but . cr
character., I have never heard of erime being imputed to him. He loved
truth. He loved noble actions. He was liberal & benevolent so;‘“,
long as he had anything to gein., He had many faults resulting fr om,
erroneous view of things., He was eooentriec, Ho was too. fond of ‘ i
amusement thru life.. He neglected his business in pursuit of it., ; - 7 7k
He spent his property, & for many years has lived in' a smell log ...; ..
cabin with a dirt floor. I wanted him to go to Ky. & live with, ., '
(43) his children but he would not. , I supplied him, with _money, etc.
He was 70 yes old the 22nd of last beruary.‘:His health hag besn .
very bad for&the last, ,year & he suffered much.,, 1 axpected hig 8
ol

ness,. that is, has benumbed -y’ facu 1es &uproduo

in my -estimation to guch an extend when oompa"esto the rest of
creation (43a) that I look upon its mightiest: transactions a8
momentary trifles. They have no walue when sgparated from the A1deas
of eternity & immortality. Comnected with those, & regarded as cone-
trolling the everlasting destiny of man they Dossess value but for
themselves the things of earth have flew ingredients in them worth
living for, when our faculties are most capable of enjoyment, & none
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when old ape, poverty & disease, have deprived us of all capability

of enjoyment. It is then best for men to dis. My Father had reasched
that point, I confide in God & will not murmur.

My father represented the county of Goochland several times in the
Legislature of Va, He was a man of very popular turn. He told an-
ocdotes very pleasantly & possessed an abundent store of them. His
father Thos. Underwood had often likewise represented the same county.
From what I recollect of each their desire to please & serve the people
was very great, & thelr patriotic intentions were never doubted,

Notes On the 20th of Oct. 1837 when in Richmond I visited the State
Library (44) & when there I got hold of the old Revolutionary

Journals & examined them for the purpose of ascertaining how often

my Grandfather Underwood had been a member of the irginla Legislature,
1 found that he served as a member in the following years—1777-78-80

when my father served I hgd not time to ascertain, but will do it
hereafter, if I cen., My grandfather Thos Underwood was born in the
6th of Nov. 1740-%& died on the 29th of Yan 18155 Jane Underwood his
last wife died 13th Apr, 1821, Uy great grandfather had two wives,
My grandfather was son of the last wife., On last Friday evehing I
reached Capt., Ferguson's on Lickinghole Creek, Goochland Co. Va,
from Richmond having left Washington City in the steamer Thursday
morning, Staid all night at Capt. F's, Next morning went to ses my
schoolmate David Mims, where I met my brother Hanry having .seen him
the evening before at Hager's Taverns. 4After dining with ¥ims I went
to the little cabin where my Father died, with my brother. The (44a)
absence of its aged tenant, the reflection that he was dead, the .
black-smoked clap=board lofteethe worn’ out old furniture, the coarse
bed on which he died-—everything around me conspired to throw strange
feelings upon me. I did not shed a tear, & therein I acted in a .. :
measure unusual to me, . My feelings of excitement, whether of anger, ,
grief, admiration or any strong sentiment eommonly‘manifast themselvas. _ .
by tears, But I gaged around me without weeping or spesking.for seme= =~ i
time, A thousand recollections, reflections & enticipations rushed .
together thru my mind, All that 1 had seen or heard of my father,.all”.
my conduct from 1nfanoy upward when with. him, the. futility of humen :
hopes, the wanknesa ofimnn!a Judgement,,theapverty:&mdisappointment g
i 01 what:h

resuirsction;: alloped*simult:neoualyuthru mind; p
strange, intellectual,excite~(45)ment whichise
suspenddanimnlmsensatien Therp;pasgn 81 ’estatea&among
heirs:; ton; rud ;[TV ‘ ?5 Father:1 otiworth, 33

the servant who, wnited on mw;Father manygyears.ussstoxhisvwishea n
regard to his future.,residence. :(He prefered: remaining,in Vassto? b
going to Ky, .Yust before night I -walked over to r. Woodsons-who & .
married my cousin Jane Dudley & staid all night at their.house. I:
think my cousin Jane a fine woman——I did not see her husband—he -
was absent at a Va frolic or dance. Sunday morning went with
Bowling Dandridge a cousin to Hanover Co, I stald Sunday night at
my Yncle Jas. Underwoods where my grandfather Underwood lived, died

& was buried. I visited his grave. He & his last wife are buried
side by side. East of the garden. No stone tells where they lie.
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The sunken earth designates the spot where they are buried. I

found Mr. Jno Dgndridge & his wife (45a) my aunt “olly, at Uncle
Jame's. I walked a mile with them in the evening, & promised to dine
with them next day, On Monday after breakfast uncle Jemes & myself
rode over to Mr. Daundridges where we dined with Mrs. Doswell who
told me her maiden neme was Groathmay, a relation of the Groathmays
about Louisville, Ky who are related to me. Yy uncle Yames & Mr,
Dandridge are very poor. Their tables are not bountifully supplied,
no, not even plentifully, They also have been reduced to want by
bad management & bad habits. My pbrother Heriry borrowed a horse from
ifrs, Clark to ride down to Hanover with me, & after getting the
horse made a half dozen unsmccessful applications to different persons to
borrow a saddle, Failing to get the saddle he gave up the trip,

0ld Brutus rode the horse bare back from house to house, my brothgr
taling it a foot except when I allowed him to ride my horse borrowed
from D, Mims, & footed it in his steads A saddle was asked Tor at
every house we passed, but they were all out of the way, other
borrowers had generally been too soon for my brother, who nothing
discouraged would (46) always flatter himself that he would have
better wmuccess at the next place, until at length despair overtook
him, & he turned back after a two or three mile walk. The incident
proved to me that the poor assist each other in proportion to their
means greatly beyond the assistance afforded them by the rich., The
wants of' the poor induce them to look upon everything which they
PO5s8ess as commen property end as they know from sad experience it will
not be long before they need aid, they willingly surrender anything
they have expecting remuneration whert they are destitute, & then they
enter the homes of their compeers & ask favors as tho they had an
unquestionable right to demand them. Yhe rich man relies on his
independance, on his ability to purchase what he needs, He therefore
will not ask favors & finds en apology for not conferring them in
the fact that he is too proud to beg or sccept them himself, My
brother who had had no property for years, applied to his neighbors
not much better off than himself, apparently' with the utmost cone
fidence, & answers he got really proved they could not accommodate
(46a) him with Wse of a saddle. If he could have found one at any
of the half dozen houses where he applied he would have claimed it
a5 a matter of right resultiag from the lax-@gg seripts of the poor
people of his parish. My Brother felt the sting of poverty. On
Monday evening I returned to Mr, Mims & steid there all night. I
found my Bros, H, walting for me, Tuesday morning-—-this day-=—n, fter
breskfast we left Mims to visit the scenss of our early childhood,
It is my birthday & I set it apart to ramble about the place where

I was born forty six years ago & to visit my Pather&s grave which I
had not yet seen. Wes crossed the creek in which I had fished &
washed when a boy. We went to the gri¥e of our sister Mildred who
died when she was 3 or 4 yes old. I wags not at my Fathers when she
was buried. My Brother showed the grave. It was on the brow of the
hill overlooking the low lands in a cluster of onks, wild cherry &
ash, all small. Crapevines rad run to the rops of the trees & the
ripe grapes were still h:nging on them. Plum bushes were mixed in
the 1ittle grove which had sprung up around the grave. It was an
{47) sppropriate resting place for the body -of the child. From

the grave we went to the spring, now not used. Thence to the site
of the family mansion in which all my Father's children were born.
There was no house there but the emcavated earth still showed the
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cellar over which the home was built—~=& a mound at one side whieh
still showed the mouldering remains of the fallen brick chimmey. The
garden & yard fences had disappeared without leaving a memorial,

I recognized an ancient black-heart cherry tree, as one of the beloved
of my boyhood. Its trunk of 3 ft. diameter supported a Pew green
leaves & many dead branches. From the site of the old mansion house
we weut to the cabin whers my father died, & thers we rested an hour.
%e then went to the grave of my ‘ather situated on the landeonce
owened by a man named Parish, & now owned by a man named Branch, There
are other graved containing members of Capt, Parish's family near my
fathers. His is detached from the rest. a mulberry tree stands
between them. My father's is to the north of the mulberry & near

the edge of the lot which seemed to have (47&) been left for the
graveyard. The cultivated land cams within a few ft., of the grave,.
e looked on in silence for some minutes. I spoke & said to my
Brother (in a few years the spot where our father lies will not be
known-—the corn-fields will extend over it." I saw the tears start
from his eyes as he turned & walked away, I followed him. We went
To ¥r, Samual Finches & there dined. In the evening we went to Capt.
Farguson! s=—the stage stand, where my trunk was, I gave my brother
twenty dollars, four shirts a waistcoat, socks & stock ouk of my warde
robe, for he seemed to be destitute & he left me under promise to
meet me next morning at Goochland Court-House,

Left Ferguson's this moruing in the stage for Richmond, Before
leaving settled with U, Mims as to the mammer in which he used the
$40,00 left with him for my father's use. He fell $11.11 in my

debt & not having the money executed his note. Found my brother at
the Court house, I there assigned to him a note & deed of trust
executed by my father to J, Dandridge on whish ¥44. were due, &

(48) which note & deed of trust had been transferred to me by

D. Drunright to whom + paid the money to save the land on which

my father died as a home for him as long as he lived. Thos. Argyle

& Co had furnished articles during the summer to my Yfather to the
amount of $38. I assigned Mims note to the firm in part payment,

& gave my Brother my claim upon the land upon his agreeing to pay

the balance Mims had charged me with a cow % ealf worth $18.00 to
give milk for my Father., I gave the cow & calf to my “ro. Henry,
These things done, I traveled on to Richmond 'in a crowded stage.
Among the passengers there was a hand-cuffed & chained convict
destined for the Penitentiary, His crime was horse~stealing. He
smiled at the annecdotes which the passengers told & seemed careg-
less of his fate., I reached the Bell tavern in “ichmond safely,

& then wrote what may be found under dates 24 &25. I have stated

the facts truly, so that my children may see how I acted towards

my “ather ¢ what a world they live in. It will be of service 4o
them to reflect on the facts.

On last Thursday I took rooms at the (48a) Union Hotel in’ Georgetown,
Today my daughter Julia dined with me. In the evening we went to the
Presbyterisn church where she Jjoined her schoolmates & returned home
with them. We spent a pleasant day together,, She was employed a
part of the time in getting her Bible lesson, I read the story of
Samson & the Fhilistines for her. We read a good deal in this
Register & both of us menifested our feelings by shedding tears,

They were sweet tears ® I loved ny daughter more because she -shed them.
1 will state briefly how I spent the last month. I staid two days in
Richmond. I visited Mr. Brown, Mr. Wickham, ¥r. T. U, Yudley & Mr,
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Stark while I remained. Gave the old dady & quarter Eagle. From
Richmond I came on to Washington snd next morning set out in the

oars for the North. I reached fhila the same day about ten o'clock
P,M. & staid all night at the Merchants Hotel. In the morning after
breakfast set out for Mew *ork & reached the city in the evening.

In 8,Y, I remained a week. My quarters were at the Astor Housema
home (49) of more reputation than it deserves. During my stay in
N.Y. I visited the theatres at night & perambulated the eity during
the day. I visited the Navy Yard at Brooklyn & examined the M
Frigate laying there fitting out for the Exploring Expedition. Capt.
Armstrong is a native Kentuckian & was very polite in showing & ex-
plaining everything, I was introduced to Commodore Jones who is to
have the principle command & direction of the expedition, at the
Astor-House. I went to the Union Yamce Course on Long Island on two
days of the “mces & saw the horses contend for the 2 & 3 mile purses.

- It took four heats to decide the 3 mi race & three heats to decide the

four mi rade, Finer running was never before seen. I happened in

New York just at the time when the greatest excitement prevailed in

relation to their election. I went to the pools on the first day of

the election, to see how it was conducted. I saw a multituds issue

from Tammany Hall in the night, & with music & various kinds of

badges, & buttons, march to the Agtor House, where Felix Grundy was

for the (49a) purpose of getting him to address them. He declined

& apologized to them from a window. Hg tickled them by saying that

they were very able to manage an election without his assistance.

T visited Herlem~—-going on the railroad & passing under the tunnel.

I exemined one of the finest Liverpocol packets. I visited the - LA

Electric Magnetic railroad exhibited in a room. I explored the new

Custom house, & passed thru the one now occupled for the purpose of

seeing the various d epabtments, & how business was conducted. I met

with Franois Granger on my return to N.Y. from Boston & had a political

conversation with him. The result of the election was then lmown. I

went with Mr, Granger to wait on Col Johnson Vice Pres’,, then in-the

city. We found him surrounded by his friends in slippers & a shirt

which could hardly pass inspection. Our visit over we went to a- *» 7~

oraniological shop where busts are made, # ikeneases't aken
8 with, & compositi:

o5 Yory mioh, € the sitll-of this maibin oL1teibo
sdyingtathéat;épéqeh'to‘thé;ladiba.;"Thsﬁbrowds?ofﬁshbpa’ps tome

& childrén, hacks omnibuses, & the arrey ‘of ‘storesishops &igoods,t&

the everlasting rattle & tramp”taken‘alﬁbgeﬁher;pfééents'a*acenteto:i’“w

the eyes & ears ‘of a stranger in M.Y, which he can never fdrget.‘IILN
went to a Presbyterian Church on Sunday & heerd s good 86ImMONe wiw: .
Alexander S. Brown a son of Mr. J. Brown of Richmand went with me.

1 left ¥.Y. Monday afterncon at 5 oclock for Boston~= reached ; .-
Providence next morning about breekfast time passing thru the widest
part of Long Islend Soutll & a part of the Atlantic in the night,

being well accommodated in a fine Steam Boat. At Providence got’

upon & railroasd & went to Soston in little more than two hours. Put

i e i P
fese bt e che g SRS oot S

A i

L

£

o

et
T

S i
e A

Bl

=

L

3 Ry T e e T
g b TS




1637
L'lo-v.
26th

1837
W0V
26th

1837
Nowv,
26th

up at the Tremont House. During (502) my stay in Boston I visited
the male & female public schools, their houses of correction, & for
taking care of the poor & the penitentiary. I went to Dorchester
Heights, & there had my first view of the ocean. I went to Bunkers
Eill Honument, ¢ to the dock where the tes was subnerged at the
breaking out of the revolution. I visited the Favy Yerds at Charleg-
town, examined the Ohlo (Z4) in the dry dock & the Columbus (74)

on the wharf. Delighted with the appearance of the little boys on
board the Coluwbus, ehlisted for the service of the Havy. Went into
their school room. Examined the State house, public libraries,
merchants news room, und exchange. Went to their markets, ete, etce.
On 1"richa.y evening attended by irnvitation a whii meeting in old
Fanueil Hall. Mr, Webster, M=, Pell of Tenn. & lir., Graves of Ky,
rade 8 short spesch. Wr. Ogden Hoffmen of N.Y, followed in s short
address. About 200 after the meeting adjourned repaired to the
Tremont House where s sumptuous fesst was provided & where Gov,
Everett joined us,

(51) We remeined at the festive board till after two otclock in

the morning. lir. “iebster presided & gave us & succession of
brilliant speeches & sentiments. Gov, “verstt delighted us with

8 speech, & we had a succession of handsome speeches & sparkling
toests from meny of the company. “he trdaumph of Whig principles

in the state of V.Y, stimulsted ® infused life & joy into everyong.
On Saturday sr. Bell, Mr, Graves & myself visited Salem on the
invitation of Mr. Philips their representative in Congress. We
attended a town meeting in Salem & made speeches to the multitude
assembled, Ve were received with unbounded enthusissm, Sunday night
we went .to J"ynn & made speeches to dne or two thousend people who
gave us a hearty welcome. I found here that the people of
Massachusetts regard the Sabbath as terminating at sundown, & it

is a common thing for them to hold political meetings Sunday evening,
While the #higs of “ynn were holding their meeting preparatory to
the election on Sundey evening, their opponents of “oston were holde
ing & mesting at the same (5la) time in Faneeil Hall. On Monday
ifr, Yreves & his wife, Mr. Shiselds of lenn. & myself visited Lowell.
We met the people in the 'own Hell londay evening & Mr. Graves &
myself addressed them. They gave us @ flattering reception. About
150 repaired to a sumptuous supper after the speaking was over & we
remained et table until after 2 o'clock in the morning. Yankee

wit ¢ humor flowed much more freely than the wine. I never heard

a succession of more brillisnt toasts, prefaced with witty remarks,
& yot no one was intoxicated with wine, We|had some emusing &
Original poetry half-said & half sung by ths author. On Tuesday

we examined the manufactoring esteblishments & returned to Boston.
Mr. C. Cushing M.C. met us at “owell & invited us to go home with
him, 4s we could not do that he went to Boston with us. While in
Boston I dined at Gov. Everetts, at Mr. Samuel Appletons, & at Mr.
Abbot Lewrence's, Their enterteinments were splendid. I met the
celebrated Mr. Otis, now upward of 70 at (52) Bbir Appleton's & Capt.
Maryatt the novelist at the same place & at the Gov. Everetts. At
lr. Lawrences 1 met Mr. Tudor the merchant who sent the first cargo
of ice from Soston to the Mast Indies. I had before exemined the
ice houses where the ice is packed before it is shipped., ¥rom the
ice houses I went to lir. Cushings to see his garden & green houses.
His esteblishment manifests unbounded wedlth. The Boston men seemed
pleased that Western men should visit them,’dﬂ were polite,~and
hospitable and obbiging. They carried us every where & showed us
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everything we wanted to see, I foudd more among them worth seeing
than ! have met with in any other plece. Their institutions tend
more to improve & digaify human nature, & to make men reslly heppy
than the insgtitations of any other people. They have succeeded
better than others in making life comforteble, notwithstending thelir
cold climate & poor soil. But I intended merely to state facts~ not
to comment, I dined at the Tremont with Mr. Goodrich the esuthor of
the school books, under the name of Peter Parley (52e) In going to
Salem I saw Hahant Beach. &t Belem I saw the spdt where the first
church & first school house were built in North America, so said
lir, Philips. He also showed me the hill where tie witches were
executeds 6n tBturning to "ashington I staid but a few days in
Phil. While I was there I visited the Navy Yard. & the stupendous
line of battle ship Pennsylvanis, said to be the largest ship in
the world.s I also went to the Fairmount weter works, Garrard
College, now building, & the Mint, I likewige breathed the
inspiring air of Independence Hall. I was in the room where the
Declaration of Independence wes signed., Yhat a congregation of men
was there thenl From Phila., I came to Baltimore, visited her
Cathedrals & looked at her monuments,. & went to her Theatre wherse
I found empty boxes. I also went to the theatre in ‘hila. Col,
Johnson reached Phila before © left there. He was invited to the
Chestnut St. Theatre & attended. He was repeatedly cheered &
hisseds The buzzars greatly outnumbered by the hissers & a cry
(53) was raised once or twice to turn out those who hissed, I
expected a general row, but fortunately none took place. 1 have Fr
no time for comment on what { have seen.; I have been greatly
instructed by my vieit “orth. I have received this evening a
pleasing letter from my daughter Eliza dated the 17th inst. in- | .
forming that all is well at home, This has been one of my h&ppiest o
dayse Sl L
Togay I went. to Yashington & purchased for ulia naterial to make her e -
e clock. - I sew several members of ongress, among them. J, Harlan to
whom I phid ¥50. the emte. of & draft drawn on mo by C. M..Cunninghgm
Esq. of Harrodsburgh in pursusnce of my directicns. .He gave that
sum for me .to the Rev.. Thos. Cleland.as.compensgtion, for.preaching,:
preparing, &: suparintending my wife's: funeral.sormon, . I hed. in-.
tended.to.reward Mr,::Cleland:in, ardifferent. menner, 5
giving him; books,ébut*to execute my*intention requir
& in the;maan time, I. reoeived a,letter fromsMb.qcunning
. th _

21st Nov;wl&S?sinﬂwhich}he says ,-v
clelandgxheksum directed: by you;& hi , :
receipt; under‘dateﬂthe 15th:inst, isrhsrew1t | o) * Drs
Cleland™g} letter isiin@thegejworasb‘“%ie P RRET A o
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Mr dear friend, i !
Your note accompanying $50 as a donation from the Hon. J.Re
Underwood was duly received. Will you please say to the judge that
for this act of genezosity & liberslity I feel under peculiar obli-
gations. I thought ~ had been amply compensated by the strongly
approbatory expression of the judge himself, in conjunction with

the public voice generally, so far as it has cole to my ear. I do
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feel a peculsiar pleasure in the hope that it nes and will do good,
When it was delivered by his request, * had no. thought of its %
(54) publication, and when he requested a copy for that purpose i
in the evening after its delivery in order to do away with any
further hesitation of my part, or as an additional stimalus to my
compliance, he very pleasantly, & as { took it Jocosely observed,
using &he common technicality of his office. ' "I am indebted to

you already a fee for the service performed & if you will comply
with my further wishes, 1 shall feel myself under further obliga=
tions." But little did 4 think it was to turn out after this manner, b
namely, to receive for this poor service the most liberal "fes" for r"
e funeral, marriage, or anything else pertaining to the perquisites

of the ministerial office, that I ever received during its con- :gf%
ginuance of upwards of thirty four years. I thersfore most cordially apa
enter it on my “"Memor Bensficiorum" kept many years for such pur- Eﬂ‘f
poses. And you will be so good a8 to express to the Judge o mmy Hia]
behalf my grateful recollections with my best wishes for his 'welfare . . : - ﬂﬂ%
here & finel happiness on a change of existence. And in conoclusion, ?%ﬁ
cen only say from my heart, that (54&) could I only have:evidence gl

that this public labor of love & friendship was only blest to the
spiritual & eternal benefit of our friend himself, it would crown
the whole in my poor heart with a Jjoy inexpressible & a satisfaotion
which the pleasures of this world cant afford.

addressed to _ Very affectly. youras, .7
C.M. Cunninghem, Esq, : .. Thoa. Cleland

N e

Today went to church at the Episcopal &*Presbyﬁerian.chruchas.‘-Julia
did not go to church. ‘She had the headache, I went to see her this o
evening. BShe said rather plaintively "Oh I should be 80-glad to ses . . ..
then all at home. I wish little Joseph was here.®: Met Mr. & Mrs. PR At
Fulton at Miss Englishes's. Wrote a letter of thanks .to Mr,. Cunningham, : . .
Dined today at Mr. C.”Céx's after going to church. with himé.+ Intro- BRI R rs
duced to his wife & sister, & Mr. Fisk, Engineer on Canal, :.Duringis "
the past week I was at two evening parties, one at Mn, Weshingtons, -
the other at Mr. Gillie's in Washington, boph glven on aceount of
the ' (656) marriage :of young Mr,.Gillies.of the:Navy 'withMrs.. .Rebecca

R

Ruberts.of;Alexandn;;;ﬂiBleaaantmenﬁettaiﬁmenta&bbt leot
spentzanrevgnipg—atﬁﬂommpdqneuuofr;s-1nzG9§pgetowg :
Mhde;gfggllnthisxmdpginggpn* Jé a i

vedihe: bwern

A

no.-ordinaryscharecter,nThe world: has neve duced;; Jqua
Ganl;uWEshiﬁgtonffor;goodisense:%étrong#&;clean:péroeptionsggodrr 7
judgement,upure.motives.&;elevaﬁed\aims#éﬁﬂor;hrs the world produced
any one who accemplished as much with such.limi'ted means,. .Take .him
althgether he is my paragon among men, . His memory will: be embalmed
in the heart of every patriot & time which dims’other things will

(55a) impart to his fame increased splendor.

+
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- a8 they were at the commencement (56a) of their labors. The fewest

- imprudent; -spec

tsf)Mhde a morning call on C. Cox Hsg & partook of his eggrog & .cske,

s
I witnessed a little incident worthy of record here when I returned
from Richmond to Washington in October last, ¢ passed Mt. Vernon
on board & Steam Boat in the day time. There wers many passengers
on board & we collected on deck to view the house & grounds where
the Father of his Country had lived & died, As I had visited them
I undertook to satisfy many inquiries made by those who had never
before had even a distant view of the place. I pointed out the
situation of the tomb. Seeing the deep interest felt I could not
help adverting in a remark to the blessings we enjoyed as the result
of Washingtons labours, nor could I withhold my gratitude for so
great & so good a man. The transition was natural to the expression
of a hope that the recollection of his services, & the cause in
which he labored might ever operate to unitehonest hearts in the
love of a common country & to cement the union of the States under
one national Government. While I was speaking I saw a plein, herdy
looking country man (56) who listened with attention, & who wag
looking out at the houses on shore. He felt deeply. The tears glistened
in his eyes as he looked & though, altho he did not utter a word.
Such sentiments are the bulwarks of American liberty. They give
efficlient getion to our Armies & Navy. Zhis evening I went to the
Episcopal church to hear a converted or Yhristian Jew speak of his
traveling thru meny parts of #sia & Africa, but his narrative con-
sisted of his personal trensactions, & sufferings & escapes & ransom
from captivity. There was nothing of that wisdom in him, at least
none ceame from him, which we might expect of a man who explores,
observes the soil, the olimates, the menners, habits, the businesses,
pursuits, & the institutions of countrids & nations with a true
philosophical eye. This Israelite convinced me of the truth of this
thought—=that some men see a great many things, & yet they lesrn : .
very little from them. So some mem read & even remember the cone o
tents of a great many books, & are about as wise at the conclusion

number of men are gifted with the talent of making proper.reflections .
& a sensible application of whet they see & hear. Yhere is such a

thing as knowledge without wisdom, o wr D '
We had some exciting matters in the House today,: Mr, Fletoher wig’
excused from serving on.the Ways & Means¢Qommittee,aonﬁaccggntgoﬂgb

Ea Y

@ :printed speech said.to:have boen: madetby:Mre; F, dn-Bosten:
charging.the :majority with abjectsubserviency.to Exe
Dictation,mgMr.}F.?deniqqihiswresponaibilityprg tho;:
said to.be:hls;speech id.heynever saw it iti
printed,:.eteq:i My 3 ryal '

T;hy hirowin impuﬁatibﬁsg_ 31a-79-hol 10Ut
the leastﬁdelioaéy,f&,upongthesoommittéeeofﬁforaignﬁrelatiOnsﬁi3

because . compoged .of ‘a/majority from states-holding-slaves,: growing
out of the.reference proposed by him . of sundry memorials.againat S

the annexation of lexas to a select Committee, : ..:. -
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Many gentlemen called, among them the Hon. T. M., McKemnon from
Washington who is one of my greatest favorites. I regard him as

& most benevolent, honest, sensible man. He represents the distriect
of Washington, Pa., Dined at Commodore Morriss' with my daughter
Julia at 4 oclock. We remained till 9 oclock., The Commodore's is a
very interesting amiable family, & he is a very intelligent gemtleman. .
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‘lent this morning with Yulia & Miss Elizabeth Cox to the President's,
Saw the pageant of a New Yearts levee for the first time. The

girls much amused apparently at the show, the crowd, the ceremonies
etc. There wes a mingled shrewdness & sweetness in the look of

Eiss C. as she gazed on the scenes pessing before her, which de-
lighted me to behold, Ilr. Clay & iir. Webster were there. I saw

lir, Cluy ¥ith my own eyes & spoke to him. HMr Webster I did not.
Altogether it is g ppor affair to see one or two thousand people,
menh, women, boys & girls, pass by, bow to, & shake hands with a
fellow creature {57a) in compliment to the station he fills. The
world has always, & will to the end of time have its shows & this

is one of them. The world is in g gfeat degrme governed by them,
‘here was no intense feeling in the crowd in greeting tir, Ven Buren,
such as the heart renders to the man who has rendered great public
services, Had Vashington been before the erowds, tears of Joy &
admiration would have burst from the gyes of thos who took him by
the hand. With ir. V. B, the sentiment manifested was the simpering
dandyism of the ball-room. Staid at the Presidents a little more
than an heur, & then returned to my lodgings & wrote part of my

speech, after taking liss C. to her home & my daughter to her school.

At 4 oclock went to Mr. G, C, #ashingtons & there dined with a party
of gentlemen & ladies, liss Bnglish, my deughter, Mr, & Mrs, Carter
aamong them. A very pleassnt party it was., About 9 gelock I returnsed
to my room. Thus I spent the lst day of the year. I wrote a letter
to my daughter Eliza immediately after returning from the Presidents,
(58) I went with Julia to the theatre this evening, being the first
visit to such a place she ever made, Vanderhoff performed Macbeth.
The theatre has to me nearly ceased to be g place of amusement. T
am more frequently disgusted thsn pleased with what I see there,
Spent the evening at wr. C, Cox's, He gave about thirty gentlemen

a fine supper, & plenty of good wine & cards to amuse themselves
with,e It was an old-fashioned social party which went off with

good cheer. I once played cards to excess & bet highe. I have
reformed. I now play for amusement sometines, but limit my bets

to 12% cts a geme, IThere is consequently notbitterness of feeling
over what is lost or won. It is a wasteof tims to play cards at all,

36,

Went to the theatre tonight, Miss Marie Brown went with me. Venderhoff

performed Hemlet very well, We were alarmed by a smell indicating
the burning of something, & a smoke which induzed the bellef that
the theatre was on fire. Urest confusion & squealling. 4 rush to
the door. Lady fainted (58a) Since I made an entry in this book I
have been very busily engaged. I have seen, heard, & felt much in
the last month. On the 8th inst. my speech delivered on the 21st
Dec. was published in the intelligencer. On the 10th late in the
evening I received a note from Mr. Kendall enquiring whether the
speech was corremtly reported, & the facts truly stated. Mr K's
note was dated the 10th but I did not get it till the 1lth owing
to my absence. In the evening of the 10th I wert with Genl Yercer
of Ya. Williams of 8. C., & Mr. Shepherd of N. C. to a party.given
by Mr Fowler of #lexendria { returned to Washington late at night
& staid at the Yoarding house of my companions., I did not retum
to my lodgings in Yeorgetown till the evening of the 1lth when I
found the note of 4r, K. on my teble. On the 12th I called on Mr.
Crittenden & conwersed with him on the subjeet of my statement in

relation to Mr Kendsll. I also called on Lip Fope, Wr. Yhembers &

f
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Mr, Harlan of-Ky. From these conversations & my own reflections
I became satisfied that L had not stated the facts correctly

1838 (59) in regerd to the "moulding % touching™ letter of ir, K, I
IFeb was greatly mortified & saw at once that I had placed myself in
4th a situation in which I might be suspected of practicing the very

thing which I had attributed to %r. %, & which I had condemmed

in ummeasured terms, declaring that the propagetion of calumny for
political effect deserved the execrstion 6f man & the curse of Yod,
Under the circunstances I deemed it a duty to make in the presence
of the "ouse of Rep. an explanation which I did on the 13th. I
determined to pay no attention or to give no response to lr. K's
note because members of Congress ought not to enter into a correspondence
with eny one for words spoken in debate further then to ascertain
the truth of their assertions, & when the trutk is ascertained, if
they find their statement incorrect they should explain & withdraw
them in the “ouse where they error was made. Having ascertsined I
(59a) was incorrect in my first statement. I made an explanation

on the 15th. Un the 27th an articlw gssailing me appeared in the
Globe which altho under the Bditorial head ! attributed to Mr. ®.

I think I ought to notice that article by an sddress to the public
so far as to vindicate my motives % to show that 1 had grounds upon
which to charge Kendell with endeavoring to connect the murder of
Sharp with politicel considerations provided I shall ascertain by

an examination of the files of the Argus, as I firmly believe t here
are good grounds. If on examination I find nothing to justify the
charge then it will be my duty to repeat in silence for the hasty
statements 1 have made & which have already placed me in a very un-
pleasant situation. I am already admonished to be more careful than
ever how I recur to old transactions € to undertake without reflection
to state how wickedly other have acteds I have a .fleeling of
contempt for the character of Kendall, but still I am bound to do
him justice in every particular. I am bound now more than ever

1838 to (60) examine & assertain whether 1 myself have not been deluded by {
el prejudiees & thus acted hastily & junjustly toward him, I have ot
ath written many letters to Ly, for information, & shall act hereafter L;

hadl

as may seem to be proper when I am fully informed.
Last month I became & subscriber to the ueorget‘own Asgembly Balls,
The ticket for the season cost $10. I have attended one ball.
It was a pleasant party & I amused myself by looking on at the en=
joyments of the yound & gay, more than by participating in them,
On yesterday 1 dined at the Presidents. The party comsisted of
the President, the Secretary of State & about thirty Whig members
of Congress, Today Julia spent with me. We went to church in the
forenoon. 'he rest of the day was spent in my foom. I wrote to ;
Eliza, The weather is quite cold--the river is frozen over. It gi
Tth is the severest spell we have had dvring the winter. N
I sent §7.50 to John C, McFerran this morning to pay for clothing. f
T paid his tavern bill $2.50 before he went to college. These and ‘ ,;{
other sums * mey advance for him. (60a) I told him he might repay Wﬂu
or not as he pleased when he became a men, that I should make no )
charge against him or his father. I am alone in my room--it is
past 8 o'clock & my mind during the evening has often recurred to
an idea which for months past has very often been in my thoughts.
1 will here state it., It may be of immense importance to mankind &
some one may bring something valuable out of it.--if I should not.
At all events it will do no harm to state it here. If accident .
or gsudcen death sheuld call me from the world these whe read this
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'from the {oenter -of 'motion.the ‘power:of e iperpetual :motion wouid thus

- g gta

mRy pessibly make something out eof it, I now have at the cabinet

shop a little machine construecting to test the value of my idesa.

I have for meny yesrs——indead ever since I studied mechanics at

Lexington, Ky. at the Univarsityh-amused myself with mechanical
speculations & inventionsg., I have had several models of machines

made, which turned out of no value, & there may be nothing in what

L am about to state (61) but it seems to me there is much in it &

1 shall not be content until the experiment is fairly tried. Last

summer in passing from T, Rogers to the public square in Dowling

Green ds I passed Dr. Beauchamp's residence one of his sons was

amusing himself in a swing., Without being assisted by anyone on

the ground, but by mer¢ly rising & sinking he kept the swing in

motion, & would ascend until the swing was nearly or quite

horizontal, had often seen persons thus keeping swings in mbtion,,

but on locking at Beauchamp's son, a new idea struck me, I said to

myself there is the principle of the long sought after perpetual

motion practicelly menifested, How ig it that the boy without

touching the earth, or without anyone shoving him, continues to fly

thru the air & rises to the lovel of the beam which supports his

swing? It is done by his throwing the whole of his wiight by

sinking a5 the swing descends as near the cross piesces on which

he stands as possible. Thus throwing the weight as far as he can

from the center of motion of the beam on which the swing revolves.

(6la) Wilst he is descending, & by rising up when he is asocending,

& thus taking the wolght as near the center of motion as possible,

From observing the boy I drew the follgwing inferenceg~=-il the

seat of & swing be ten feet from the cénter of motion & you place !
a welght of 100 1bs on the seat, & then elevats it until it is as

high a8 the beam or center of motion, & then let it go, the prinoeiple

of gravitation would carry it down ¥ith inoreasing velocity until

it reached the point immediately under the beem, it would then
ascend with decreasing velocity until the momentum acquired by the
descent was expended, when it would again commence descendint & so
it would continue to vibrate 1ike a pendulum first. on one side & .
then on the other of the vertieal point until finelly it would rest,
But if the 100 1b weight could by any-means be railsedsfive fost ..
from the seat,.& attached to the arms: of the' swing.half’ way between
the seat & center, of -motion: gt thewvery moment,t ht¢the,gwiﬁg”bhg@n
perpendicular. then the momentumacquired: by theﬁ,sa)ggébbent}t03the.
vertioal, point:of operating.point éperating?upanthe%ﬁeight.1n&1tq§,
asoent. now.placed:only:half:the distanoegfrquthe?bqﬁter;ofgmotion“
would ‘cause:it. torascend:abova:a hbrizontalgiihégdfawﬁﬁthruﬁthp
center..of motion XEHXﬁBﬂE!XIEﬁ&{1f%atﬁits?htghestﬁﬁabeht?itﬁ%bu
againabecinstantiyvremovedvtoﬂthe_beat@or&%hé&di%thncé?btgténgre

be .put:in. operation by the-princ;ple~of»gravitatiqq»operuﬁingfupdﬂﬁg
inanimate matter. It seemed to me that the actions.of the:livings i
boy upon his swing:did no:-more than change-the' position of theﬁhuT‘-;h
woight by rising and sinking & the principles. of gravitation kept
him in motion. I gsked myself was thakte no way to give the de=-
scending welght the benefit of the long lever % throw ‘it upon a
short one while ascending without using animal action? Xfter much
reflection there seems to me thereseems to be there is a way to
accomplish it & L have glven directions to construet the model to
Mr. %mg of Georgetwon. My plan is this—place two swings (
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(62a) side by side on the same beam ten ft. or ten inches long~

let an arm be extended horizontally frow the top of epch swing

about half the laugth of the swing € let these arms be morticed

in the arms of thw swing so that when yYou pull the horizontal arm
downward you must hecessarily throw the weight in the seat of the
swing forward. Now half way between the weight * the center of
motion in the side pisces of the swing have joints so that when

fifie weight has been projected forward & comss to descend % passes
the vertical point, % begins to ascend the joint like a hinge will
begin to move & throw tho whole weight on a point but 5§ £t or inches
from the center of motion., There is no difficulty it seems to me

by means of such a joint to secure the benefit of a long lever

while the weight is descending, & a short one while ascending, The
Jolnt must be made to resemble that in g mands Imee so that you
camnot bend the arms of the swing beyond a straizat (63) line one
way, to wit when the weight is descending & yet allow them to bend
while it is ascending as far as to form a right angle with the

upper half of the arms. It will be necessary to have two swings
thus constructed side by side, & to have their horiiontal arms
connected by means of strings or ropes around ‘g roller, so that

they may operate upon each other & make the weight of the one while
descending “ raising the horizontal srm thereto, attached so oper&ta
as to pull dovm the horizontal arms of the other & to throw forwsrd
the weipght on the other, .

Last Saturday dined at Brown's Hotel with a large company of "higs.
Dinner given in honor of liessrs Préntice & #ood of Miss, Dinner
ticket cost ¥5.00, Dined sometime befdre that at Boulsnges in honor
of Hr. Black of the same state for ¥%7.,00. Iir. Clay, Mr. Webster,
Judge White, Gov, Javis, etc., were at the Party at Browns. Te had
meny fine sentiments & speeches. 1Ifr, Prentice in his speaches
displays a fine (63a) memory, much reading, readiness at illustration
a sound judgement & briliant fancy. He has meny properties of an
orator. lir. Webster altogsther is the greatest man i know, Hpr.
Clay is probably his superier in a knowledge of men and the business
affairs of society. He is undoubrably superior as an orator. But
Tor the learning of the books & for dinmner speeches Mr, Webster
excells any one I know., His volume of mind isjgreater than Clay&s.
On the 13th inst passed a very pleasant evening at Mrs. Wosher's

at Georgetown. Last evening mingled with a large party at Commodore
Morris!'! , dancing & music at both places. I danced at Mrs. Mosher's
but did not at the Commodores. Carried Julia to the Commodore!gwe
got there before 8 oclock & were the first guests in the house.

We left a little before 12, Most of the company came a little before
nine & left gbout two oolock as I heard. What an absurdity! Tlhey had
(64x) much better have gone at 6 & left at 12 o'clock. The
irrational dissipation of 1life is mis-called enjoyment! Julia danced
once., Tomorrow I am invited to & party at Hrs. Houstans who plays
most admirably on the piano as 1 learnt when I dined at her father's
Genl Smiths.

This day my daughter Yylia spent with me. We went to church
in the forenoon. In the aftermoon she read the narrstion of James
Williams formerly a slave & which was published by the American
Anti-3lavery Society. She said the cruelty practiced upon him
was horrible, & he ought to have run away from'his master long
pefore he did. I was wholly passive & watched‘the effect the little
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book would have upon her young mind., She picked it up without my
directions. I am satisfied from observing her that slavery is at
war with the best feeling of our nature, & that it will be over=
turned. It ought to be but colonization is the remedy which we
ought (64a) to adopt. Since * last wrote anyshing here the world
seams hurrying on its chenging scenss with unusual rapidity. I have
been pushing along thro the bustle notiecing what was worthy of
observation, & reflecting in my own mind upon the instability of all
things herc. I was at the party given by Hrs. Hunter. Her children
were christened & dedicated to “Yod according to the forms of the
Episcopal Church, before the larger portion of the guests assembled,
The evening went off with music & dancing. On the 22nd. Feb, Ynlda
& I were at a ball in Georgetown. There was also a birth-nizht ball
in Washington, I carried a lilss Wewton to the ball with Julia, &
I could not get the girls away before 2 oclock A,M, On the 24th
Mr. Graves killed Hr. Cilley in a duel. On the 26th the burial took
place attended by an immense concourse of people. The president
was among the number., The Judges of the Supreme Court refused to
adjourn for the purpose of attending Cilley's (64b) burial bscause
he had fallen in a duel, They went on with the business of the
Court as tho nothing had happened. On the 15th I finished a paper
which I intended publishing vindicating myself against a charge of
mendacity preferred against me by Amos Kendall Postmastgr General,
on the 27th of Jan. last. { consulted with some of the by delegation
on the propriety of publishing the paper which I read to them. WMost
of them indeed all but one concurred with me that it was proper &
that one thought that I would be greally harassed by responses to
it, & on that account only thought it best to desist. I think
however that it is required of me to make the publication. The
statements which I made relative to ilr. Kendall were mgde honestly
believing them to be true & my object is to show that they were so,
with the exception as to the date of his moulding * touching letter
about which I was mistaken & gave it on that account an improper
direction. ZYoday I attended the funeral of HMr “arter another
member from Maine who has died since the commencement of the session.
The day was bad & the funeral very thinly attended (B64a) compared
with the vast multitude who waited on the cersmonies performed over
the dead body of Cilley., The burial of a duelist by Congress was
something out of the ordinary course of things. It took hold of
the imagination of the ocrowd. It was like the hanging of a felon &
the multitude rushed to see what was to be seen & to hear what was
saide I intend my simile to go no further than the effect produced
upon the minds of people by the novelty of occurrences when they
are important. Jhere is a wide difference between the dealth of .
a duelist & an executed felon, The duellist assumes the ground that
according to the nature of things in which all puman wrxemgpzxwhexn
theckrenrofemactaby rights are founded, he may wage private war to
avenge his wrongs where the laws of society afford no satisfactery
redress for the injury he has suffered, and that he may rightfully
depend upon the exercise of his own faculties'& judgement in
detemining how far, & to what extremities he may go to obtain satise
faction. This ground being pssumed, if it can be maintained, the
consequence is, that the duelist places the institutions of (65)
society at defiance, & assumes the right to prescribe a code for
for himself in opposition to code of soeciety. I will not argue the
question whether this can be done in any case consistently with
morals & duty. I will say however that it is an edtreme case only
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which can justify the practice of duelling, if there be any case
which will do it, It should be a case so strong that it would
Justify rebellion against the government, if the Uovernment were
to attempt to enforce it upon the ditizen. The door shauld be
effectually closed against all other hope or prospect of redress,

before anyone should take the redress of his wrongs in his own
hands,

Julia started with me to the fureral.. We were to g0 by previous
arrangement to Col Croghan's & there take his daughter Angelina in

It

. I

our hack to the burial, Thq-day,wds'so bad that 1 found 4ngelina !@
unprepared to go, & I lefthulia-with°her; J dined at the mess-room ;ﬁ
of Calhoun Yesterday received a letter well written - from my f

daughter Bliza, The spelling & composition (65&) were very fine for :?
& child of her age. There is a deep snow on the ground, It has )
continued to smow the greater part of the day. The Potomsec was
frozen over till the 6th of this month. T have been housed all day.
At a party not long since Miss Sheaff said to be a young lady of
taste & reading, gave me & sprig from her bouquet of flowers. I
wore it in my bosom during the evening, carried it to my room where
it died, & afterward wrote the following lines, a copy of which I
gave to Miss S,

Yn today we gejoice - romorrow deplore,

This bud when just torn from the parental stem

And pleced in my bosom, I prized it much more

Than pearl of the ocean, oqiEarths brightest gem,

Emblem of wedlock] thy fragrance departed:

Thy beauty has faded, thy green leaf is sear.

A virgin most blessed, a spouse, broken-hearted;==
The morning's sweet dew-drop is chenged to a tear.

Thy crimson young blush, like the star of the West,

Illumined my heart with a halo of Joys . .
(66) .Thy light is now gone, & my spirtt oppreased, -

Feels that it loved then, but to blight & destroy,

»+« Yot still.blighted:bud,iit 1sya /swest :pleasure, vy’

.« »%..To mourn o'er thy;aarljﬁloie:saoriﬂiced:daom;éf £,

4w The.flowers:-of life areva:"fast.fadingitreasuiefis
+ ;» Khdtlove as ﬁe{prassithem&théir?odoba&%broéﬁf”‘”

Pl e kS dleats hekoy atehid . gl "'3iﬁ§ﬁ“i

5 . .
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I have gazed on Venus a.clear mild evening from the helghts fof 45l
Georgetown with peculiar delighte It seemed to hang in the Heavens -
Just over my far away home. “ince L have transcribed the foregoing
I will here insebtt two other little pieces which I wrote in
consequence of little incidents transpiring at the parties to which
I have been invited & which I attended. I love at times to throw
my thoughts into jingling measures, It is amusement to me, & will
serve to show my children the character of their father who desires
to put down faithfully in this book his follies as well as his wise

thoughts & acts. they may criticize all & evoid what is wrong,
But to the verse--

(66ad

1
Will you go Lassie go, beyong the blue momtains,

AN T, Bl Sftes 08 mhFeenld & s il
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And drink with me there of the pure crystal fountains,
That gush from the hills & flow on to the River,
Uhere beauty & grandeur blended forever?
We will toil in the morn in a garden of flowers
And rest when fatigued under odorous bowers;
Sweeter pleasures we'll find when the happy day ends,
In thy music & ways, & the presence of friends.
Balmy sleep shall succeed thy melodious numbers,
And angels assist me to watch ofer thy slumbers.
As the sun gilds the ®ast you may rise from repose
With thy heart like the lark & thy cheeks like the rose.

Having faneied a negative answer to the question proposed in
the first stanza I wrote the following,

Proud girl, adieu, my heart for you,

No more shall sigh.

I cannot brook that chilling look

Of thy bright eye,

I know full well its witching spell

Of smiles & love,

With slaverys chains binds many swains

Who cannot move

On freedom's wing aloft I'1l spring,
(67] O'er earth to roam

Till smiles as sweet as thine I meet

And bear them home, s

I have been much pleased with the femsls society of Georgetown.
Next to the fireside enjoyments of the sweet prattle of children
in the presence of their mother, I rank the pleasure of conversing
with a virtuous, intelligent & handsome female. I am delighted
with the beaming countenances of beautiful girls excited by their “UE e !
first entrances into company 23 women, ;. R
o ,._,.ls,:i 5 Wi T :n..,}.! ;" """J'L.,)-"’".‘H'

*In the Daily National Intelligencer of this mo' ing’ mymreply
to an attack upon' my: varacity'made inithe- Globe of the427thaJ
oame out. :All my life.I-have:anxiously:desired to- merit“th‘
character of.astruthful upright: mang::tihave, ‘been: particula in
my- statedents,*where the«oonduct of- otherSRWEs ‘conoeihed; " &L
enjoin upen*my-children: never-to" mfarepreseni *the- motivesf&‘ac ong
of others,:but never to shrink: from-fearlesa: exposingaboth whien:
(67a) becomes a duty. On these prinoiplea I have*acted towar_;
Kendall, -: s LR et T

On Sunday T went to the - Presbyterian church & took s Geat in - Y
the pew of Mr, Dunlap, a bachelor of my age, MNiss Sheaff & Migs - ’lL
Cox ceame to the pew & were of course admitted. After the sermon‘I ° )
should have walked home with the ladies had Mr. Dunlap given the . "
hint. I depended on him for the etiquette of Yeorgetown, but he
walked quietly across the street to the tevern - I following,
leaving the ladies to find their way from the church as they camse,
On reaching the tavern I remakked to Mr. Dunlap that I was waiting
for him to propose to walk home with the ladies, He said it is not
too late yet.s I said it was. He waid no & proposed to overtake

H
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them. I declined & he went, After night I composed the following
Epistle which I addressed to him,

My dear friend.

Perceiving that you have perpetrated an act of dangerous
gallantry, & apprehonding the most lamentable consequences I (68)
take the liberty of attempting to guard your young heart by throw-
ing eround it a poets fortification. As it is love affeir only a
battery pf verses may possibly save you & prevent a surrender to
the arms of the enemy.

Sincerely & affectionately yours.

Oh teke not g wife till the romance of life

Has lost all its charms for the heart gay as thipe
For Hymen's tight noose binds a bundle of “blues
To every young gellant who kneels at hig shrine,~
The fruits, it is said, in a neat 4Tundle bed
Are sweet a3 & cherhb who sleeps on a cloud.

But let them awake (absolutely I quake)

Their squalling belling are horribly loud,

Oh teke not g wife, etec,

Your darling with health & the comforts of wealth
May rest on your bosom inspiring delight

But poverty vexsd, she's complebely unsexed

And jumps into trousers & raves thro the night.

666 — - 3

I have had several good laughs at the foregoing conceilts.
Circumstances have thrown me into the company of the (68a) muses

of late more than usual. It is time to make my bow & quit.

I have been blessed with a very clear perception of things, & my

mind is actively & perpetually engaged with its own thoughts resulting
from its own perceptiona. My own ideas are so vivid & gfford me .
such pleasure thet they drive out of the mind the thoughts of others,
I do not attend as much as I ought te pgst events to be learnt.from
history. I am constently loeking at.the. present & commenting upo
it & deducing CONSOQUONCOBe 1, 1, vibF fugy » i e
... Mrs,-Stewart, wife of, Commoderergtewart of the - ey
my hends today & pemphlet containing:ithe trial of Col.David Henlyu
before a;Court Martial:in Bostonxﬁommencing on;the, 20th Jan,: 1778 .
accused by .Lieut, Gen Bnrgoynaq of, .8 general; tehori,of . 1anguage &
conductsmk  heinously, immoral, as. an officerﬁ& unbecoming a; man
cof the .most; indecent violent,: vindictive;severity ageinst; unarmedv_i
men.& of intentional murder.™ Gen. Burgoyne in_ commenting“uponiﬁh
conduct of Col Henly days - (69). "An army is nct.to,be borne in.a;
free state but upon the prineiple.of defense. against an, outward,ﬁ
enemy, or the protection of the lews. The offiesr who makes himsaelf
the arbiter of the law is guilty of the most shameful perversion of K
moral duty, & his 1mpun1ty would scercely be thought 2 very comforteble: ~
presage of the growing liberties of the country.®™ This is a fine
sentiment of Burgoynes, The manner in which the Amerlcan people
have tolerated the outrageous conduct of Gen. Jackson, & the mean
submission to his arbitrary & illegal proceedings have occasionally
filled me with despeir in regard to the perpetustion of Republicen
Goverrment. I have a horror of Jackson's character. It seems to

‘ﬁ\r
.
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be a compound of ignorence, Mendacity, Brutality arrogsrce, hypo-
cracy, physical & moral courage, & energy of action. Such men are

to succeed in their schemes because they use all means, no matter

how base, & because the mass of menkind seem to be struck with awe &
paralyzed by astonishment at (69a) their conduet & submit without
resistance & because they enlist in their servics all the wnprineipled
who can be purchased by the prospect of plundering their fellow-men
according to law, taxation, selary, & office - such creatures are as
numerous aE-Hangerous & as successful as cunning, Walked to Col,

J. Cox's & spent the evening with him, his wife & his desughter. In
the trial of Henly e question arose whether Gen. Burgoyne as prosecutop
had a right to address the court in a speech & comment on the evidence,
This right cleimed by Gen. B. was denied by Lieut, ‘Col.Tlidor the Judge
Advocate but the court decided in favor of Gen, Blg right to remark
‘on the evidence. This decision seems to have been founded on
precedents in the British 4rmy stated by British officers on their
word of honor. The court decided that the charge against Col, Henly
was not supported, :

Last night attended a political caucus the (70) object of which
was to fix a day for the meeting of & netional convention for the
nomination of & candidate for the Presidency & to tgke measures for
the establisnment of a Whig press in the city of Washington to promote i
the cause of that party. To night I am to attend a meeting for the E
purpose of devising plans to aid the pecuniary means of the Colonization %w[
Society. Today I paid ten dollars for the purchase of documents to be f“
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distributed throughout the Y. States, ® ten dollars more in payment

for speeches to be distributed among my constituents. I received a

letter today from F. Gorin £sq, giving an sccount of his wife's health

& my children. He says "Bugene is a fine young man, & one that you,

need not be ashamed of," Last night I attended tha Colonization meeting,

Mr. Clay presided., A Committee was appointed to. prepare an address ‘

to the public. The_committee consists Mr. R. R. Gurley, Mr. E, Whittlesey

of Ohio & myself. I propose to open & subscription It was done, I ,

gave ¥50.00 (70a) Went to the Catholic Church today with Mrs., Mosher . -

& her daughters. Took Julia with me It snowed & after service we were

detained on that account, Mrg. M, requested a neighbor to send her .-
the girls to her house.in his. carriage =it was; done,;: I took i

affot with an umbrella,hoisted,xgmetera,$&iMiss on'?éA‘ghing. '

Presbyterian Church,, I faded about &, walked home with; them o

to the;gate, Imgave«MisSvCOx:the,fgllowing&vq;sgsJWTitygn,at‘

instance . Iﬁsaw;her;sométeveningsﬁpastuayqhérfbrotherﬁﬁaﬂcoxggh' .

1 had been invyited, to.meet Mr'&-Mrs,Stewart;Qf;Bﬂlthnéres}u599t?Y” ’

e
EE T

becoming“the“topicqoﬂ»gonversation{Iﬂmeqt;onedgtheap:odupt; £
kmeliqkintLouisvilleJJournalﬁ&ﬂpromisedgtoﬁfurntsh‘hgrﬁpqﬁp wiShe;wish
some of my own.from which I supposed she had heard; of;my writing.yerses
for Miss Sheaff, I prepared these which: contain .some fancy. & sentimen
if not much harmony, o .- L R Y

"The sweet opening flowers indignently spurns

The withered old stalk which stands by its side,
(71) The homage it asks % the love it returns g

Must come from its equel in age & in pride

The hope were in vain thet a beautiful thing

In life's rosy morning should languish on me

As that Butumn's rieh fruit & blossoms of spring
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Should flourish together upon the same tres

I lmow there gre climes where the vertical sun
Mirgles blossoms & fruits upon the seme stem -
And so it may be - of & thousand, that one

May unite youth & age undimmed as the gem,

That fate is not mine: in the world I gm born

I love, but am loved not, Alas the spd truth

The smile of a triumph on the cold look of scorn
Rewards my devotion to beauty & youth,

I breath not my love with the language of sighs,
And yet tis a secret that every one lmows,

There are lights ever glowing in beautiful eyes
Which shine in the heart & its passions disclose.

el ) B it i T e i kT i e ek e

Dined today with the Rev, Mr Young, President of Yenter College Ky.
at the house of Mr. St. Clair Clark. He gave me a favourable sccount
of my son Eugene. Ir Young is g sensible intelligent men, as well

as a devout Christian. Wr. Clgrk is the former (71a) elerk of the
House of Representative & now a lawyer in the “ity. He is a relation
of Mr, Young.

Went to Northview where Miss “nglish' school was assembled to
celebrate the day. My daughter Julia looked mosy & handsome, She
returned home in the carriage with Mrs, Saunders & Miss %, Cox. Went
To the races, ten horses started. Bet a few dollars & won. _A gambler
wanted to bet with me. I declines He wished to bet high, I hgve long
since ceased to bet with a view to profit I bet little sums with
friends where the winner & loser will not feel the emount & I believe
I shall quit that. Yesterday & todey I staid in my room writing out
my speech on the Cumberland Foad., Weather rainy & disagreesble, This
is the anniversury of Dudley's defeat. Invited to Mra. Moshers but
did not go in consequence of the rain. Spent the evening at home,
Wrote to Eliza. Went to “aroline *1lan's concert on the 4th & took
Julia & Miss "atkins, Went to Yhurch twice. In the evening went to
Col. Carters (72) Got a letter today from Bugene which pleased me
much - hope he may make a good & great man, "
Went to the House this morning expecting to meke a speech about the
investigation of the duel between Graves & Cilly now pending before:
Congress. I hgd obtained the floor for that purpose at the adjournment,
I carried the Constitution & Jefferson's manuel & my object was to .. .
show that r"tmgx-ess had carried the doctrine of privileges greatly . twi.. °
beyond the Consktitution, & to prevent the mdoption of a propesitien . - "
offered by ®ibley of New lork, proposing to bring other persons up &%l "
for trial besides Y“raves & reported against by the select committes,. °
In doing this I should have endeavored to prova that the whole pro-.
ceeding from beginning to end was ridkculous., My plans were all
frustrated by one of those unforseen visits of Yrovidence which often
mar the operations & schemes of men. The death of Yaéob Lawler was
aunounced & the house adjourned after adopting the usual resolutions
& fixing tomorrow for the funeral, I had not heard of the illness of
(72a) of ir, Lawler till I heard of his death. '

Attended the House & heard the funeral discourse delivered by Mr Reese
Delivered my speech on the duel between Graves & L':'Llleay. Altho
Providence did not allow me to speak at the expected 8th, my labor of ,
preparation was not thrown away. Providence cooperated with me at last,
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enabled me to spzak better than if I hgd spoken on the 8th. Carried
Julia to Washington to see dirs Rumsey & Miss Wing. The House sat
till after 12 oclock this night discussing the *reasury note billsg
Julia & I staid last night in Washingtonw--she with iiss “ing, & I

at my old boarding house. On the 11th spent a pleasant evening at
Commodore siorriss. Sunday. Went this morning %o the Presbyterian
Church & heard a good sermon on sonscience & the mcute pains it is
capable of inflicting. Went from Yhurch with .liss E. Cox's & her
brothers C. Cox's where I dined with four other gentlemen--to wit “p,
J. Binggold, (73} Mr Bamford, Wr Bell & Mr Spencer. After dinner these
gentlemen, Mr Cox & myself went to the Catholic College & walked thro
the grounds & visited the lussum Library, Dormitories & refectory. Mr
HeTherry treated us to a glass of domestic wine made at the place.
¥e found crowds of students playing fives in two bhall alleys & heard
various musical instruments sounding., Sunday afternoon with Catholics
is devoted to every sort of lively amusement, I returned to Mr Cox's
with Nr Spencer---there took tea, then walled home with Miss Elisabeth.
On yesterday I settled the bill of John C McFerran at College. I paid
for him §37.88 over the amount which he paid on going there which was
$50. He will start to West Yoint in g few days. Went to the Navy
yard to witness a *egatte or boat race, Five boats started. A

large crowd of laides % gentlemen were present., I walked with®"iessrs
Corwin lcKennon & Harlan members of Congress &taiked (73a) on the way
of the proceedings in Phila. of buriring the abolition House.

Today I received the second letter which Jan ever wrote me, % in it she
enclosed a painting of hers of some roses. The whole was very crdditable
to her & delighted me., I am in hopes she will make a fine woman,

saw to day a Mr Crutchfield of Spbttsylvenia, Va. He told me he had
bought about 1000 acres of land in Va & wanted to sell me some notes
of his at a discount as he nededed money. Went. to City Hall to see
Haberry & Cox to obtain information to benefit Col Croghan, Today my
board 1s lesseded to $7.50 per week & I dine ot Mrs Rouckendorff in futurs.
Went to the Episcopal Church to day & heard a most excellent sermon. The
preacher spoke of the evidences in favor of the truth of the religion
of Jesus Christ, expounded on prophecy, miracles * on the internal
evidence resulting from the purity of the doctrine, & lgstly he under-
took to prove the truth of the doctrine expsrimentally, & contend-~ (74)
ed that every one whu would practice the precepts of the Bible would ‘

therefore that no noe had a right to deny the truth of the:rellgionic
the Bible until he had faithfully conformed in practice to its precepts}
& thus brought it to mn experimental test, .This was a new idea to me.: -

It has a good deal of weight in it, \ _ S 2
Went this afternoon to the Georgetwon College to see Charles L:.Brown:.:.
to whom I ‘delivered a letter from his father, & advised him to remain
at school until he obtained a first rate education. * told him his
father's situation & that he would have todspand upon his own exertions
to make his way thro the world. On yesterday I sent John ©, MoFerran
to West Point., I gave him 25, to defrey expenses. A few days before
1 gave him $1.00 to purchese gloved & $11.25 to pay a tailor's bill.

I purchased & gave him a book which cost %2,25 I believe. I have given
him & paid for him some other little sums, but do not remember to the
precise smount. He (74a) went to college in Jan. last & with the
exception of $50. I have supplied all his wants. I believe I have .
mentioned herein the most important advances maling negr to §100 which
if he chooses to repay when he is a man he may, but I shall never ask’

,_..;,.%&_M._,_
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him for it. He gave me a cane the other day:& seems to be grateful
to me, After parting with ¢. L. Brown I got into the road in the
rear of the College & went by Col Cox's to see Julia. The colleges
walks extend up to the road & Just as I left the college grounds to
ascend the embanlment & zot upon the turnpike at the branch, a company _
of 6 or 8 priests in black gowns & mitred caps passed by. I saluted S
them & they me, I saw & young men standing in the road on the top o
of the embankment looking down upon us, * had to go up to the place e
he stood. As soon as * got up he asked me who & what the priests were. gﬁ;
I told him & we.walked on together toward Col Cox's. There was a one £
horse cart just before us -- the driver stopped & gazed a moment at
the priests, & then asked me who (75) they were. There was a woman in
the cart sitting upon bundles of fodder - stowed away to feed the )
horse. She looked inquisitively upen the priests also. The man & o
woman seemed to be man ® wife, I answered the man by stating that .
they were Koman Catholic priests - a set of men who could for a fee
forgive sins & pray a soul out of hell after the body wad dead &
the spirit damned. I desired to see what effect such an answer would
have upon these country people arrarently treveling in their cart
to market. The man said ™I wonder if they are fobls enough to believe
they can do such things®. The woman said "I am like the little boy
who thought it was the best chance to confess & pray to God & save
the money." WNo Catholics these, thought I, & on we went together,
Col Cox came out & hailed the owner of the cert & began to chaffer for
eggs & butter I stepped in - found the carpets removed the floors
very nice - the rooms new - arranged & Miss E. dressed tastily for an
evening party at Dr. Warfield's. She & (752) I were left to ourselves.
She played a tune on the accordion, I complimented her on her performance
et Gen. Smith's on the evening of the 25th where she in con junction
with Mrs Hunter who plays admirably on the piano entertained a party
of gentlemen with delightdul musie, Mr, Clay, Mr‘Wbbster, Mr grittenden
& Mr, Meredith of the Senate, Mr. Dawson, Mr. Calhoun, Mr, Pierce,
Mr Thompson, Mr, ¥cKennon, & myself of the House, Col. J. Cox, his
son U, Cox Esqrs. Ur Spencer from the “astern shore, Mr Ringgold, Mr
Hunter, Mr Washington & perhaps one or two others constituted the dinner
party. The entertainment was excellent, Mr Pierce & Mr Weshington
gave us good dinner songs, & the lgdies entertained us with music after )
we adjourned from the dinner table. Having talked over the.dinner I &
scenes I left Miss E. & went to see “ulia. Found her well & then. came o
home & wrote this & the preceding page. Mr Cgrter gave a large party . .:
this evening. Invitations requested the qamf@(76).panyﬁto-aasqmble' ‘
at half past six, It was observed & we- broke up generally betwsen “tun:;
& eleven, The moon shone brightly & enabled the whole party to.reach Y
home with as much comfort as if it had been day light. Sensiblé pecple. '
will always consult the almanec in regard to the age of the moon when :
they give large evening parties & take care t¢ have their parties about
the full.s I escorted Miss Cox home. Received a letter from Eugene to
Julia -- carried it to her, & read it to her. She was so much affected
by it that she burst into tears. The letter epoke of his affection
for his sister, their long separation, the prospect of meeting next
winter their mutual confidence & companionship. In the midst of Julia's
feélings Mr Rensell stepped in. By a sudden effort she dried her tears,
blushed at the situation & felt vexed at the interruption, I could
see from her countenance that she dwelt upon the contents of her brothers
letter & desired to indulge her feelings unreservedly with me, I loved

her for the (76a) emotion manifested. God bless my children, If they
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will only love one another and do their duty I shall be happy. Spent
the evening at Commodore Morris's. Met with a lir Slaughter nephew of
Thos. L. Slaughter of “usselville. The lpdies were mostly married &
elderly widows, HMiss Whipple, a sprightly girl & daughter of g Rhode
Island lawyer was there. Was introduced this evening to Commodore James
Barrow. He is a fine looking man of his age. He is upward of sixfy &
has a young looking wife. He is intelligent in conversation. I always
thought that Commodore Yscatur treated him improperly, and my feelings
were on the side of Pyrrow in the affair which terminated Pecatur's
life, A few evenings ago in a walk with Julia * met Mrs Pecatur to

whom I had previously been introduced & I presented Yulia to her, Urs,
D. is very affable & intelligent. She has the reputation of having

been one of the most interesting ladies of her day. I suppose ¥rs. D,
(77) would hardly spek to Commodore Barrow. I!should like to see them
meet. It might illustrate something of female zharaster. Dined today
with Col. Cox, f%ent with the family to the o0ld:“piscopal Church which
before today had not besn open for years. Petrikin the young preacher
gave us a very aﬁprpﬁriate eermon from a very anpropriate text—-

Haggai Chap. 2 = ver. 3 & 4 "Who is left among.you that saw this

house in her first glory"? "And be strong all ye people of the land
saith the Lord, & work, for I gm with you saith the Lord of Hosts.

The pregcher adverted to the building of the first temple ot Jerusalem.
- its destruetion & rebuilding. He turned our gttention &o the
destruction of the soul -~ our bodies by sin, their eebuilding by the
resurrection, immortal & glorious, & concluded by saying with the
apostle = "the glory of this latter house, shall be greater than of

the former," :
This evening carried Miss E. Cox & Julia to the horticultural exhibition
Returned to Col Cox's before ten & was feasted on cream (77a) & stmaw-
berries.

Last evening sew Julia - she gave me aletter to forward Eugene in whick
she spoke of Miss Cox & sald she was "pretty & interesting but too

young for a mother." Having stated that it was reported that iiss Cox

& I were reported to be engpged to be married. I wrote a long letter

to Eugene & enclosed his sister's. After thet I went to the Episcopal
Church there met Miss C. & went home with her. Staid but a short time
at Col. C's, Returned to my room & found a leﬁter from Uncle Thos .
Rogers stating that my little son Joseph was very low with whooping .t .
cough & to prepare myself to hegr the worst at any time. 4nswered o
the letter., I feel distressed. I shall be incapable of-attending;iﬁ-ﬁ}“ﬁ /
well to any thing until after I hear my little boy is Buried or gettlng ™ ik
well, Then I hope I shell be calm & resigned. : What fluctuating & -
uncertginty there is in all human gffairs! Evening before last I =¥
was at a pleasant party &t Mrs Bronough's given to Mr Todd (7?[ and.
his bridge Music songs < the dsnce snimgted the company. This after-
noon the certainty almost of my Child's death oppresses me. Whet a.
contrast! After reading my uncle's letter I felt a desire to inform
Miss Cox of the distressing intellijgence, & thought it proper to do

so by way of apology for Julie not gpecepting an invitation to spend
next Saturday with her. I wrote & sent the note by & servant to which
she sent the following answer. "Miss E. Cox exceedingly regrets to
hear of the distressing intelligence conveyed by Judge Underwood's
note. She sincerely sympathizes with him & Julie & hopes their next
eccounts may be more favorgble & that she may still have the pleasume

of sesing Julia on Saturday. Miss B. will be gled to be informed
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when Wudge U. hears further news from home as she feels very much
interested for the poor little boy." I scarcely expected a reply.
When I regd the gbowe 1 felt & loved the writer as well as the dear

1838 boy who will (88;) probably never again see his Fether on earth,
June I answered my Uncle's letter scarcely able to see what I wrote thro
17th the tears which flowed from my eyes. In the evening I visited Julig

& told her what I had learned of her brother's situation., She wa s
much affected & we shed tears together. <+ toid her to ask God by
prayer to spare her brother if he was stilY living, & that * would do
likewise. I did as I said I would. Nor did I opit to pray for him
until it was perhaps too late. I have for years past asked Almighty
God to preserve, protect * direct my children, to raise them up for
usefulness, to make them s comfort & consolation to me in o2d aBe & to
make thsm & re faithful followers & believers in Jesus Christ. If
the Christisn religion be not true there is no hope of immortelity
bgsed upon enything like reason. All the deductions drawn from the
visible facts connected with the dissolution of the body, under the
guidance of reason & the laws of sound philosophy prove that there is

1838 no immortality to (79) man -- thet there is no resurrection from the
June degds It reguires something above the laws of nature which ordinarily
17¢h govern gnimate & inanimate matter, something different from these

visible & usual facts attendant on the dissolution of the body as a
foundation upon which to believe a thing in opposition to the rationel
deductions from these laws & facts. lis have this in the miraculous

power, the prophetic knowledge, the death & resurrection of Jesus
Christ, proving him to be gbove the laws of nature, & when we reaenn
profoundly upon it we discover that in no dther way could "life gnd
immortality be brought to light."

'he revelations of the Bible are

in opposition to the ordinary course of nature. Can there be any
truth in these revelations as emanstions from God., Can reason admit a
belief of revelation from God when reason acting upon the facts coming
within our daily observation declares that the things revealed are
inconsistend with the deductions necessarily rssulting from the facts
of existence of which our senses will not allow us to deny?  (79a)

1838 The whole difficulty erises from Placing Revelations in opposition to
June the inferences drawn from the existence of certain foctw & the whole ..
17th is reconciled just as soon as the mind can be brought to belisve

that there is a power superior to the ordinary laws of nature, & which
power can control those lawas, The natural world & the laws which s -7
usually govern all matter enimgte & inanimate are themselves suffiolent
to prove the existence of a power from which they emanated or a . .: S,
superior power inbodied in the being ocalled %d. That established. we: = -
can soon find a fitness & a beauty in revelation, & a necessity for it ;
order to elevate us above the debasing belief & oonsequent selfish & . °
miserable practices of atheism, of chence, of the want of all hope & .
belief of the immortality of the soul, If my dear little boy is dead,
we may yet meet & live together forever! _

" 24th Three weeks ago today Julia passed the day with me. After dinner
we were invited to see the Miss Qsborns, the daughters of my landlord. :
Whille in their parlor I got hold of the album of one of the young ladies,

1838 (80) & there read these verses.
June As half in shade & half in sun
24th The world along its path advances

Oh may the side the sun's upon
Be all thyt ever meets thy glances,”
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The thought was beautiful but conirary to tho established order of
Providence % therefore not just. I wrote under it in the album the
following ==

The wish is wrong. We are most blest

When storms to purify gre given;

In sorrow's cloud there's sweeter rest

When faith's bright bow directs to Heaven}

The above incident is worth recording here I have also omitted to

state that I saw the Prince de Yoinville a week or two since in the
Senate Chamber. Whet, omit to notice such an importent event until I
have really forgotten the date of its occurrence} Strange neglect -=-
unpardongble apathyl 8o perhaps it would be considered by the devotess
of rayalty. The prince was the first son of a King I ever saw & his
appearance made no favorable impression of (80Q) the children of monarchs.
His countenance was not prepossessing. He has dull white eyes & seem

to labour under his country men call "mauvaise hqute". That however

may have been the result of his situation ® his youth. It was certainly
more commendable in him to act quietly then to exhibit impudence of
expression in his lookd & demeanor. Hehas good size., I witnessed

on the part of a few, ¥ thought considerable.anxiety to be introduced

& to shake hands. 1 was rather disgusted with such menifestation.,

#le should treat the sons of kings when visiting, politely but never
manifest or feel the least solicitude' to thrust owrselves upen their
notice as if an introduction would reflect honor upon us. 1 stood gt

e distance & looked on. We have very many silly Republicans high in
bffice. DMy last letter encourages me to hope that my little Joseph :
may recover, but oh, the uncertainty of life —-- before night I may W
hear of his death. Instead of hearing of the death of my little (81) s
boy I received a letter from my good old uncle Thos Kogers - stating e
that he was no worse from which . hope he will recover. Heard Dre i
Henshaw preach in St. John's church today. I spent the evening at

Col Cox'ss I rec'd. two letters from my Unlee T. Yogers one dated
June 19th in which he says "I am truly sorry to inform you that there
is no abatement of Joseph's cough, it seems to be making daily
encroachment upon his feeble frame, altho he is yet still perfectly ! ety
in his senses & his fine eyes are besming with life.. But unless some C
almost miraculour interposition of Providence the vital spark must. ;
soon leave his poor emaciated body, in spite‘of all the exertions of.:
his enxious friends & Physicians, Indeed I must tell you that you must
not count upon seeing him again until you meet his blissful spirit in
another & a better world. Summon to your eid all your fortitude. - Be
resigned to the will of God, Remember that he knows better than we.

do what is best for us here, & that it is therefore our duty to

humbly submit to (8la) his will & determination." The other lstter
dated th® 20th says "little change has taken place in the condition

of %our son - except perhaps he may be g little weaker." I suppose my
dea} child for whom ¥ cherished such sweet affection & pleasing entici-




patéon is at this time dead. The tears have been streaming while I
wrote this, but I will try & submit to the dispensations of Heaven

30th as advised by my good uncle. Just as the hour for recess arrived 1
gsaw in my box this letter from my good uncle ‘hos fogers --
“ify dear son =- June 22 - 1838

I heve to ennounce to you gt length the melsncholy event which
no doubt my letters have led you to anticipate, namely the death of
your little son Joseph. He expired this evening a little before
six oclock., FEverything that physicians & friends could do for him
has been done but in vain & it has pleased God to ‘teke him from us,
& we must console ourselves with the belief that it is for the best
that he should go in his innocency &_infancy from this world of trouble

1838 & (82) pain to another ® a better. I hyve time to say no more but
June must close this letter in order that it may be ready at the Postoffice
Z0th for the mail tonight. Expect to hear from me again soon -

Your affectionate uncle.
Thos Rogers" :

Thus what I supposed to be true on the 28th is verified. I have hed
five sons. Uugene is the only one left me. UMy wife & half her
children rest in death. Oh, God, how inscrutable are thy ways How
easy to blast humen hopes! On leaving the Capitol et recess I saw
e John Yobertson on the steps & requested him to say to my Colleagures
that I should go to my lodgings & not return until the next dey in
consequence of the death of my son.

July 28th I em now sitting in front of my office at Uncle Rogers with my
two daughters Bliza & Jane. I have been.telling them a great deel
sbout their sister Julia, Among other things I said Julia got from
me all of my coppers & spent them in purchasing candy from an old
negro women at the seminery. BEliza said she then spent $3.60 e year
for candy which she might glve to benefit the heathen or to purchase
clothes for the poor, & smilingly seid "Oh what a vile sinner she is."
Fane said ™o - she is as good as you are" Elizs sald Father tell us
more about Sister." I told them Julia & Miss Cox were very shy of
each other - Julia femping that I might marry Miss C, & she ap-
prehensive that any attontions to Julia might offend her. Jane said
“if you marry her & she treats.me well I will céll her Mother. if she
does bad I will eall her step.® Since my return from Washington I have
been delighted with my daughters Jsne & Eliz&. ,They seem to be very

" 30th affectionate, & ere anxious to be always with me, Today I wemt with SRR

Elize to the shbp of Dr. Briggs & Co. & had five of her teeth extracted.
The new teeth on one side seem to be making theiryway out on the dide.) 7 -7
of the old teeth. On yesterday Ann Marie Grahem was buried = & sweet . FR
% beautiful child - only child of John H. Graham, ) T - T

Aug. 1st Methew W, Henry died yesterday & was (83) buried tils mornigg - He,wad :
en excellent man & a valuable citizen, There has been & is, yet much i
sickness about Be Green. I have been too much engaged to notice here ., -
some event trepspiring since the last® of June. & which deserve to be ..
mentioned. On the 3rd of July last at the request of John W Crocketdy
I called on John Q. Adams Ex-president of the U. 8. & handed him a new-
gpaper containing an article relsting to the opinions of Mr. A. & toO
which I directed his attention & asked him whether the article stated
the truth. I told him I did so at the request of & friend who was &
religious man & & member of the Baptist Church who was influenced by &
laudable curiosityl I thought & in which I participateds I told him
therd were many persons Wwho regarded him as public property, & felt

r




lively interest in whatever related to him, & thet I should be happy
to answer any inquiries which might be mgade relative to the contents
of the grticle. He read it in silence & remgrked thgt the amount was
substantially correct. He facetiously said that a sailor in the
1838 presence (83a) of my Lord archbishop was reprimanded for "Bamning his
Aug. 1st. eyes" when he told a story. He was told not to swear. he said he
did not=~-, thgt the exceptionable oxXpressions were no more thgn
his manner of telling the story. Mr. A. said allowances must be mgde
for the mamer of telling the story, He then read the article gloud
by sentences & commented upon them as he went along, I will put &
mark the sentences as he read them, & I will give his comments in his
exact words as near as I can., I made g memorandum gt the time, Mr.
£. reads "I have long been a firm believer in the revelation of God,
I have long trusted in the atonement of L"hrist, & during a long life
"I have seen the prayers of fpith prevail with Israel's God.™ "To this
Mr, A, said "I think I did not use the word atonement. I do not fully
embrace the Lalvanistic doctrines of atonement, & therefore think I
did not use the word. I am g believer in revelations, I am g Christian,
I believe in the efficacy of prayer. I expressed these idegs but
1838 not in the exact words attribtited to me. The gentlemen (84) & I
Aug. 1lst, requested him to pray for me. He celled on me & desired to know my
opinions.™ Mr. A. read "It is true I have been eglled by God's .
Progidence to discharge high obligations to my country. I have been
Tour times in Hurope & spent more than twenty'years of my life in
foreign countries™. Mr. A. said that was true - then read "I was then
called to the Presidency & the four yehrs that I Pilled the executive
chpir were the only unheppy years of my life.® Mr. 4, said he thought
he did not use the word only as that seemed to imply that all the other
years of his life happy - he meant thet they were the most unhappy
years of his life-—that he had had trouble like others, He read "Yow
in old age I feel it peculiarly my prerogative to guard the liberties
of my countrymen from danger." Mr., &, said he thought that language
inaccurate - that it seemed a little arrogant, He said he told the
gentlemen that after retiring from the Presideney his, constituents
without solicitation conferred on him the office of their representative--
that he considered it a duty he ought to accept -- to aid in the Pro= -.
tectlon of the liberties of ell. Mr, A. read "T shall soon Pass away
1838 & if (84a) our country is to remain free, other & younger. & stronger 1
Aug. lst, men must fill the break. They must be equal to any crisis & 'not afraid -
of danger,. & above all they must be men of prayer & plety," ("I. said
that "Was Mr. A's quick & emphatioc statement on finlshing the sentenoce)
"I have for many years been 8 member of the Congregational Church oft. . NEn
New England. ily ancestors for 200 years.before me, were memﬁers’ofﬂthai*ﬁgi“
same church, But while here I spend my Sabbaths in religious regding &
contemplgtion & attending services twice a day - once in the Presbyterian -7
& once in the Bpiscopal chureh I cen attend all churches with pleasure,:
I can kneel & hear a Catholic priest pray.. I gttend the Baptist & the :
Methodist & am delighted with the gospel wherew7er & by whomever preached
in sincerity. I have learnt charity to all, I am a Christian & not 8
Sectgrisn." I thanked Mr, &, for his frank communication. I told him
the avowal of such sentiments would give great pleasure to many who
1838 might hear of them. Mr. 8, is somewhat awkﬁarg in manner, but one of
Aug. lst. the most polite gentlemen I ever kmew., On Sunday morning about 8 otclock
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I separated (85) Campbell & Magury, M. C's from Tennessee - who had &
fisticuff fight in the Ball of the House of Representatives, immediately
aefter it adjourned. I did not hear the langugge which preceeded the
blows. lsury much hurt. I left Ysorgetwon on the morning of the 12th
in thestage came to Frederick & there took g stage in company with Gov,
Pope, his brother Yudge Yope of 11l., & lr, Zane & Capt. Bemnmett &

the wives of the two latter, & traveled to “heeling then down the

Ohio to Maysville, where I separgted from my company, & proceeded thence
to Lexington, PFrankfort & Harrodsburgh where I staid two days with
Bugene, & Glasgow home where I grrived on the evening of the 26th ofJuly,
Visited my sister Lucy Ann & her children today, Went thence with ih-,
Skiles to Mrs. Stahl's where Yohm F, Todd & Isasc Smith, candidates to
represent the county mpde speeches to the people, Uuch whiskey drank.

A guarrel between Jno Meson & Houston Feland took place growing out

of the proceedings of an association of men to regulate Jacob Barnest

& his ssgssociates for doing private mischief. Lynching will never be
banished from the world as long as sulking villians exists & secret
mischief is (85a) perpetrated. Went today to. the lock and dem on big
Barren Miver-where the candidates addressad the people gssembled in
considerable numbers. Todd made a very good olectionserjmg speech.

He tickled the crowd very much. I examined the looks the foundetion

of which was not complete. It rests on timbers placed on sand & gravel
& I fear the dam & lock will be undermined when a hesd of water is
rained & thet the foundation will be washed out & the loek sink in

the abyss so formed. . '

Addressed the people in Brownsville on' political affairs.

Addressed the people in Scottsville today & the people in Franklin on the
20th. Dined as an iavited guest at a public dinner given on this day

at Webbs alias Yreen River Hotel, to Jas. T. Morehead, with him the
other member of the board of Internal improvement & engineers Welsch,
Livermore & Eastin. The company was very large. 4 complimentary
sentiment was given in honor of my services in Congress. I regsponded

to it by a short gddress, It was the only time in my 1ife that I hagve
been toasted, I felt (86) very much embarrgssed to reply to it & my
friends told me my speech was a failure, I kmew I wgs to be togsted :

& I made no preparation as to my reply. I thought I could say something
on the occaslion which would bs gpproprigte. I was more embarrassed . .
than I expweted, & soon felt my difficulty; got thro as soon as I

Y

could & ended by the following sentiment -- "the people of the United

States may they elect honest & talented political engineers to slack -
water the rapid & dangerous stresm of executive dulation by constitukiona
locks & dams"-- my fingle was received with enthusiasm & the speech

& sentiment together will read better than thése who heard them-think, -

I was not however not pleased with the effort, or apology for not
making a speech. Went with the Board & engineers to the locks on
Barren & Green Rivers near the mouth of Barren. Returned & foudg Unecle -
Thos Rogers sick in bed. Heard Mr. Hall of Gallatin pregch the funeral
sermon of Mr. W. Henry from Isalah 57 chap - Ist & part of 2nd ver,
A good discourse. My daughter Jane took her first (86a) music lesson
today from Mr. Patin, She shed tears when I told her she must begin
her music - they were tears of anxiety rather than those of opposition,
Staid last night at Hazlewood. BSlept in the room upstairs where
I lived about two years. I had many sweet recollections of the papst.
My sainted Bliza figured in all of them, .Got home today from a trip

to Allen & Simpson on business for Mr. Wickham,




Sept 24thA slight frost this morning - the first this fall., It is now raining,
Oct. 14th - We have had the dryest summer & fall so far, that 1 recollect. ZThe -
river- Big Barren is lowsr than 1 have ever seem it. I came up six
days ago from fussellvills to wait on my brother VWarner - who has been,
& is, still very sick. His physicians pronounce him out of denger,
but he is very weak. I have sat up with him from 1 oclock till about
day every night since * got home. For the last month I have been
1838 actively engaged in my usual (87) routine of business - towit practicing
Oct 14th law, land agencies ete, I shall set out today for Hlkton Indiana ete.
: A fow days ago I wrote these verses. They were suggested by s scene
in passing down the “hio in a Steamboat on my way home from Washington
last July
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The clegr Ohio winds before "
Like hope's smooth path in lifes sweet morn
The “oatman near his cottege door ’
Pours wild notes from his mellow horn

From teeming wheels rushed wgves & foam
With bright prismetic colors gleaming

Like that pure light light in man's “"Sweet Home"
Where gems of peace & love gre besming.
Behind the scene is all commotion

Where angry surges lash the shore,

Ahead is, PFancy's blissful ocean

Without a rock, or tempests roar.

Embark, dear girl, the port of rest

Lies in the fertile West.

I111l seek no guides in starry skies

But steer the ship by thy bright eyesl
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1838 I sent a copy to a female friend expecting phey (87a) would please her.,
liec, 27 . I must. throw together the occurrences of the last two months &
do it briefly. On the 13th of Sept last I was! conversing with Eliza. -
She sald she had made some peetry. I told her to repeat it. She said
she had forgotten it, I told her to think & she would remember it, -
She did so & after a little while dictated the following, - I transcribe _
them hers believing they evidence g strong luxirient fancy for a little --
girl only ten years old. g . S
------------------- ' i . [ .
: - . L w T . alre iy
"the moon reflects its silver light . I
Upon the silent world tonight. . T TR
The starry gems around gppear A A
Like diamonds set in the midst of pearls o
And oft is heard below the soft moon beem
And clear shrill note of the whipporwillts scream
And far away in the distant dim :
Rises the rich incense of the vesper hymnr"

Should my sweet daughter live to be a woman she may be pleased to find
1838 these lines a (88) mong the first efforts of her genius placed hers.
Dec., I went to Elkton about the middle of Oct, where I remgined about a wesk
274h attending court. Thence I went to the Diamond Island in the ohio, the -
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channel between & the Ky. mgin shore was dry, so that a footman might
have crossed over without wetting his feet. I explored the Island in
company with a lr, #alker who is a nephew of the Hon Lymn Banks M, C,
Mro. Nelker lived on the main land near the upper end of the island
(220 acres of which I own) after feeding myself & horse for which he
would accept no compensation I crossed the River & staid all night
at a place called West ‘ranklin. Wext day I wamt to Harmony on the
Wabash where I found excellent land & there transacted business ag
adviser of Eobb. Craddock, with Eobt. U, Qwen, John Todd, & John
Craddock, staying all night gt Todds who kept a tavern. I then went
to Bvansville, having in view the making o spsculastion in property.
I feel in with the (88a) proprietors of Lemasco. <*hey psked me for a
1ittle more then an acres of ground $6000. ‘here was no impromement
in the lots. I declined the purchase, not because I believed the lots
would never sell for the money but because L was averse to rumning
risks by going in debt. I think it probsbly in 20 years the purchase
would have brought me {20,000, Evansville will I think become the
depot of the trade up & down Green river % will grow into a rival city
to Louisiville, From Zvansville alias Lemasco I travelled up Green
River by Bumsey, Skilesville ® the mouth of Big Pgrren. ‘he dems &
locks at ﬁumsey & Skilesville were nearly finished. At Rumsey the
water lacked gbout 18 inches of rumning over the dem & mbout 6 ft at
Skilesville, These improvements made a delightful & strong impression
upon me, I felt as if I was to some extent their creator. I felt
the pride of paternity & could not but anticipate the blessings to
the country which must result from them. I, as a member of the Ky
Legislature presented the first memo (89) rial of the citizens of B,

Green on the sghject of improving the navigetion of Green & Barren Rivers

that was laid before that body, & altho nothing was done effectively
while I was a member, yet the subject was apgitgted continually from
that time forth & the result has been auseful & splendid improvement,

I attended on gettimg home the Courts of Prewnsville & Scottsville, &
on the 20th of Nov. set out for Washington City in the stage by Glasgow
where I met with Mr. Yampbell & Mr, Vuffey of Tennessee, & we travelled
together. At Lexington met “agene - he having gone on befope me by .
Frenkfort to pay ‘axes there. At Harrodsburgh Mr & Mrs Harlan got .in
the stgge & Mr Williams joined us at Nicholgsville., We all came to

Maysville gogether where we found Col Chambers waiting for a boat, ; We -

could have ascended in the Wacousta, but permitted them. to go on ini
the expectation of getting a finer one, % at last we had to take . '’
pessage on board the Liberty, p little affaeir with stern (89a) wheel,
& more crowded than any boat I ever was on. We got to “heeling in
sapfety, & thence by stage we regched Wyshington without accident, T
took lodgings at my old quarters, the Union Hotel in Georgetown, where
we arrived in the stage from Frederick a little after night, .Eugene &
I went to see “ulia shortly after supper. ©OShe met us with a burst of
fedikling & tears of gladness. . .

Julia spent this day with her brother & mysslf at our hotel., She
hes improved very much in her personal appearance since I left her in
July. She & Eugene hpd much to say about home, friends, etc, with
which I was gmused. This evening I paid a visit to Col Cox & family.

1

I met Miss B. Uy heart told me that her presence incregssed that gttach-

ment which I had cherished for her during my absence.
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Went with Hugene to ses Mr. Van Puren We found him alone, He
conversed with us very politely. Said he had never been (90) in the
West - had a strong desire to go to Ky. ete. I told hims he should
have extended his visit from the sprin:s (White Sulphur) down the

Ohio etes I told him thet altho we did not vote for him in Ky. we
should neverthe less be pleased to see him there, & to extend to him
our hhspitality. Since writing anything here ! hgve been

at several parties in Georgetown. I hgzve been treated by its citizens
with grest civility since my residence among them. I hgve been to
parties at Commodore Morriss & at Lol Carters which were devoid of
those heartless cersmonies of parade & show which tgke place at the
omniun gatering levee of the President, or ths Secretary or the fmbassador.
The Russian minister Bodisco gave g splendid -entertainment on the 18th
where I was g guest. He acted very much like a polite gentleman, &
did g1l he could to make his guests heppy. Bat it was evident that
they had congregated merely to see the show of plat8, of fine things
of new faces, of new dresses, new (90a) manners. ete., I only like
those parties where all are at ease, & the heart predominates & these
can only take place among pcquaintances & friesds. Perhaps the fact
that I was raised in a new country where there was nothing like what

I now witness hes great influence in forming my gudgement, Julia &

I had g flow of feeling this evening of which I may say more hereafter,
She said it should not be her fault if evil followed a step I said I
might take.

This evening closed the ysar by writing to my brother Warner,
Today I was invited to dine tomorrow invitation but he has g swollen
Jaw the effects of toothache, & will probably be unable to go. It is
now between eleven & twelve oclock. Another Yyear will soon expire,
There is something melancholy in the thought. The coming yesr will be
of vast moment, & few days will settle the most important question
of my future 1ife. (91) How have I spent this day? I arose & shaved

Then bathed from head to foot in cold water,

taking ice out of the

Jan ISE

pitcher before using it,
Paul to the Corinthians.
breads Then looked over
Cox Esg & paid him §$2185,
which

I then read a chapter in the New Testament-
Then made a light breakfyst on tea & corn-
the morning Rapers. ‘Then settled with C.

48 for Col. “. Crokhsn in discharge of debts

» S+ Nichols had against the Col, 4/5 of which were for lottery

tickets sold by Nichols to the Col, . Then put on clegn linen & went *
with Julia & Miss Virginia Hartshorn of Norfolk Va to the Presidents

loves,

season to you" etc, ete,

Staid thers between tne and two hours hearing little but such .
expressions as A happy New Year to you" "rhe - complements of the., ., 5
seeing many fine coats & smiling. faces, . Mresamt -

Clay was there & so was Col Johnson both skaking hands with the people

who presented themselves,

Many of the company went to call on Mrs. -

A

Madison & also on Matthew St Clair Clark, but (91a) I did not. . PN
Returned with the girls to Miss English's, went to my room, Stald
there till four colock then went with my daughter Julia, Miss Washington
& Miss Duffields to Mr, G, c.’washington whererI sat down to.g most
excellent dinmer. After dinner the girls danced with the oldigentlemen
I taking part & they were diverted at our awkwardness. No young men
were there. Good feeling & hilgrity prevailed. It was g famil dinner,
more thgn a feast for parade, & the hegrt rejoiced. Got home agout
half past.ten-oclock. Found Eugene stretched before the fire on his
pallet with a swollen gaw which he had been bathing with hot water
expressed from a bag of hops. He looked melancholy., *{ regret he coulq
not observe the scenes of the day, I finished the day by writing this,
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" 27th Mrs. Serena E L. Crégham sent her carriage for me this morning -
went to see her. dined there & in the evening went with Col Urﬁghan
(92) to the Rail road depot. I witnessed g very affecting scene in
his farewell or taking leave of his little dsughter. The Col. shad
tears ~ so did the child., The circumstances under which he left home
affected me deeply & they are of such a nature thet it is not proper
to put them down here. On the 25th dined at Gen. Smiths - with 14 or
15 others. He gave us some bear meat which dohn Cox Jr. had brought
from the neighborhood of Cumberland. After dinner went to Mr. E,
Linthicums in the carriage of Mr. Washington where I joined aparty
of ladies & gentlemen & rémsined till Near eleven oclock when I
returned home, A4 few evenings before I spent the evening at Mrs,
Hoshers who gave 5 large party. Five or six days before Julig & I
went to an evening party given by ir. Bodisco the Russien Minister
to the young people of Georgetown at the instance it was understood
of his two nephews little boys who are gt the Catholic College,

1839 The minister wys very affable & attentive (92a) to his guests,
Jan 27 The parents of the children were generally invited & a more pleassnt
scene I have seldog witnessed. I took in the hack with Julia two
Miss Allens, Mary the sister of Thos Allen the Printer to the ﬁouse,
& Frances the daughter of a Virginia gentleman who was introduced to
me at the party. These were two of the prettiest girls I ever saw.
Not long before the party given to the children, Mr. Bodiseo gave a
splendid entertainment on his own account. It took Place on the 18th,
He & the foreigh ministers wers dressed in full dress according to the
style of their respective courts. Zugene went with me. Between the
giving of this party & that to the children I dined with ¥r. Brodisco,
Mr, &Adams Ex president, & Mr., Clay at Col..Cngham's-& I gound Mr,
Bodisco to be a very sensible man. At his last party I saw Miss
America Vespueci, a lineal descendant of Amerigo Vespuci who gave hig
name to this continent. (93) .
1839 8he seemed to be about 30 - had g stout well riade body, swarthy -
Jan 27th complexion black hair & eyes & withal not very pretty. I did not
hear her speak English. She conversed in French. The newspapers
have been making a fuss over her for no other:reason that 1 know of
except her ancestor, Well - we Americans like pedigrees, especially
the Kentuckians in horses, & Wwhy not have the same tastes in respect
to maids}

The reception we give foreigners who visit us, provided they can
exhibit a pedigree tracing their descent from some conspicuous man &
especlally 1f they be recommended by the title of My Lord Duke, ¥iscount
Marquis, eto is extmemely ridiculous. o -

4 nobleman of good sense would probably entertain for us‘a‘very ., ., WM
contemptible opinion in perceiving our great sdmirstion for his title, °
notwithstanding the republican professions & the chargoter of our
Institutions. It sickens me teo see an American gape at a nobleman b
descent, It vexes me to think how my country men (938) are igposed
upon by foreigheriis, impostors, who gre often fugitives from justiocs,
& who come among us to take advantage of our crodulity & folly, fhey
frequently steal title or pedigree to help theln on in their desipgns.
Why is the descendant of A. V., to be trested wpth more ghbtention than
the son of a bystard. ‘he only sensible rule is in our country to
treat all persons according to their personal perit. Sut I'm.sorry
to say this #is not the rule observed, §
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I returned to my room in Georgetown this evening having been
absent since yesterday morning. Lgst night L was at o party at
Alexgandria given by Mr. Fowle & staid gll night at the Tgvern of
Mr. Wise. This morning Edw & Rumsey i, C. mede & most eloquent
speech on the resolution reported by me from a select committee propos=
ing to 3ive James R1isey Jr. a gold medal commerorative of his
father's services in giving the world the stesmboat. Never was any-
thing said in better taste than ifr, R's remarks. %hey evinced a
thorough (94) knowledge of the subject, the most delicate fetling as
a relgtion, the finest fancy & diction & great power of reasoning. It E
was his first speech in Longress & it astonishedevery body. The A
resolution passed unanimously. WMr. Govenieur Kemble told me he voted ot
the medal to the spesch * not to the memory of the inventor. E. iR
Rumsey is one among the amiable of the sarth - modest, retiring & E
unobtrusive. He has lost all his children & feels us if the hand of T,
God was laid hegvily upon him, He compleins of a liver disease & .
expects to retire from Congress - which I hgve hegrd many regret since
his speech,

This evening about half past six oclock I sat down to dine with
the President, lir Poinsett Sec of War - found the President on the
opposite side - not end of the table, & besidei him gll the guests
were Whigs & M, §'s, Sherman Williams the author of the celebrated
letter to the President was asked by the Presitlent to drink a glass
of wine, He declined. I did not hear (94a) his words. The President
calmly remarked that he did not know he - Williams= was & teetotaller
before. Mr. Van “uren is a very calm polite gentleman in his manners
& not easily disconcerted. ' .

Every night for the past five 1 have been to parties. ‘hese merry
meetings, eatings & drinkings present many new faces to esch other

& on’thyt account may be . of some service, but teke them gltogether

they - what are called large parties do more herm than good. They
wpste time & money which might be used to better sdvantage. DBut I

find it difficult to slight en invitation. The giver might be
offended, & therefore policy requires one to make the sacrifice. L
Eugene & I hyd conversstion Jjuet now about our health, = longevity.f““‘
etcs He sald at my age he expected to be as strong & well as I am:’
now, ' told him I doubted it very much, because I feared on his
Motherts side he had inherited g wesk constitution whereas op my" "
maternal & pg¥ternal lives I could boast of a long' liné:of encestors™ '~
who lived to s-very old age. My father died (94a)fgbqyg seventy, my
gradnfather Underwood at more than seventy five, & y”graﬂdfathé%ﬂ;ﬁf“
Rogers at.more thgn eighty. I now-weigh 170-1bs, have very fow gray..:
hairs in my hegd, & see as well a5 I ever did, I think howg?brVitgmu&;
is necessary to remove objects a little further ‘from me“than‘formdflyﬁ‘ﬁ
to mgke them appear es distinct es possible, T am stronger them I* .
eveor wgs but am not as brisk & getive as I wes at twenty five. A'?ff
propos conversing with the Fresident this evening about his heglth™ "% |
size etc. He said he weighed only ninety pounds when he was married. °

This evening et 8 oclock I was married ( a second time) to Miss
Elizabeth Cox deughter of Col John Cox Mayor of Georgetown, She . _
was born on the 1llth of Oct 1818, Her Mother's maiden name was Janse
Threlkeld, the daughter of John Threlkeld & Elisebeth who maiden ngme
wgs Ridgeby the only child of Nicholps Ridgeby' & Jane whose maiden
name wes Johns., John Threlkeld was the only child of Henry Threlkeld,

an Englishmen who settled in Americs prior (95a) to ths Revolution,
His wife was named Mary Brovn. Col John Cox was the son of Lawrence
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Cox who married - Mickle Lawrence Cox was a rich Pennsylvania farmer
& e Qu.akero
I invited all the EKentucky delogation in Congress to attend the wedding.
Mr. Clay & Mr. Crittenden of the Senate, & Messrs Pope, Chambers,
Calhoun, White, Williams, Manifee, Southgatt, Harlan, & Rumsey & Graves
of the House attended. MNessrs Hawes & Murray being unwell did not
attend. S5
Mr, Walter L. Ringgold & James S. Ringgold moted as my attendants, &
Miss Harriet B. Morris & Miass Sargh Ann Young waited on my bride. We i
were married by Mre. Marbury, an Eplscopal minister according to the ok
forms of his church. I pald him £wenty five dollars in gold as his fee. o
Col. J. Croghan, wife & daughter Angeline & Gen Jesup were at the wedding 1
having been invited by ms as relations. There wers {98) many of my !
brides relations present. Congress set late at night & my friends of
that body retired early te attend the sesasioh. i

I purchased a beautiful bouquet of white flowers as a bridal
presents Its odor was delightful & it was tastefully arranged by the
owner of the green house who prepared it for me, T
The following 1s written by my wife.

It has been mnearly four months sinea I was made the wfle of .
Mr. Underwood during which time I have spent my days in happy serenity, ',:
although parted by so great a distance from my parents & friends, which ot
had never been the case before, my feelings always keeping me within A
the confires of the home circle. I have also been a good deal segarated ,
from my Husband since my sojourn in this lend of strangers which * have i
endeavored to bear with cheerfulness, I hope I have succeeded. He, being N
again a candidate for Congress and having an opponent in the field, N
has necessarily been much absent for the. {96a) purpose of discoursing
to his comstitubnts and striving to win popular favor, My wishes of
course are for his ultimate success, but I have tutored my mind to a
calm resignation if fortune should prove ficlke towards him & he should
be overcoms by his competitor. If he 18 re-slected, I intend accompanying
him to the Dist. of Columbia where I will have the happiness of seeing
my old friends for some months. This is cne reason why I am desirous
he should succeed, &s gltho he might return there in the character of g
private citizen with me, yet owr stay would be of much shorter duration. L

I haeve been most fortunate in the’ warm reception ‘I have met vrith .

from Mr. Undemed's relations’ &tc. I spoke of it being a land of "y
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in my mlfare. It sha].l 'be my endeavor to repa:y the
corresponding affeot:lon, & in'every eitu?tion ia 111’
eto I pray that I may be enabled to-

Hy own legscg,gnu.- o
Shortly after my marriage I returned to‘Ky"-” '

& Jul‘.'l.a, Thos. MoEennon Of Ponn. u, 0. & JOhn cham'hera H.C. Of m’.’ ] .

John W. Allen of Chie M, C. & Miss Mary Laee weére oms stage companions. -

I came on to Loulsville with my wife & two children stopping & sta.y.lng :

a day in Cincibnati, & visiting the furniture shops there. At Louisville

we took the stage & traveled in 1t to Bowling €resn. We dined at Three )

Forks Bell's Tevern the day we reached home & partook of the wedding

dinner, or rather the fragmente which had been served up to my niece

Maris Gorin who had been married in Glasgow thet morning & cams out to,

her husbands # Slaughter<Bell - to dine.- )
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My arrival at my Uncle Thos Rogers in B. Green with a young wife

produced a village excitement. My children Elize & Jane felt it most.

My relations no doubt (97e) snxious to see the woman who hed ventured

with me to Ey. All seemed to be embarressed at our meeting which took
place & little after dark. That was quite natural & what I expected. |, i ..
I have now been living with all my white family In the house of Uncle I &
Thos Rogers more than five months, & during this time no ocecurrence

has transpired to interrupt the hearmony of the family,

I have observed with delight thet my children & my wife manifest
toward each other in all their intercourse much respect & affection,

& from the past five months I fletter myself/with the hope that nothing
will occur during thelr lives to produce a hestile sentiment. Nothing
of that neture cem ocour if they are governed by good sense.

Wise people never mar the happiness of each other by quarreling,
Foole fall out & make each other misergble. '

I shall endeevor to impress correct princlples upon the minds of
each member §98) of my family, teaching them that hio love & do good to
each other will promote thelr happiness, & that illpwill, envy, jealousy
& distrust will certeinly meke them misereble. My wife is ardent &
impetuous in her feelings but withal yiddding in her disposition. My
love for my wife & own childrem has if posslible lnoreesed in consequence
of the amiable & correct deportment each has observed towards the other.

I returned from Washington as s Candidate for reelsction. Until
late in May there was no prospeot of my having an opponent. (99) Not-
withstending the restlessness manifested in the Gazette I was gettiing
along without an opponent, & should probably have been reelected without
opposition but for a transaction which I will now briefly relate. Jacob
Earnest & his son Thomas T. Earnest were spprehended & confired in the
Bowling Green jJail for the murder of Hezekish Hollend. They offered
me a fee to defend them. I told them if they would secure me six hundred
dollars I would appesr as their counsel. They agreed to it & gave me
their note & Jacob Earnest mortgaged me his land. Accepting the fee ;
produced a degree of excitement against me wﬁioh had threatened to pro- ;
strate a1l my hopes of success. Shortly after I went to a battallion -
muster on Drekes Creek. My friends told me &t would be dangercus %o i
address the people that I would be insulted,;if not drawn off the stump a%";
etce I declined making a formal speech but stood on my feet nearly .= . i

all day & spoke to those who came ebout me defending the course I hed J
pursued in gecepting (99a) the fee, It would in my opinion have been g i I
base desertion of professienal duty & an wnworthy coalition with pepular - ° lll
prejudice had I refused to defend the prisopers because I might thereby '?i
lose votes. It 1s a constitutlenal principle & essential. to liberty s

-
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that the accused should have counsel in his defense. , The lawyer who: T
abandons the principle may gocomplish the purpose of the moment possibly, - ot
but he may rest gpssured that his temporary success wlll eventuate in a ',"_
permenent injury. I determined to act as I would have ected had I.been ' 1

no candidate. Elijah Hise, Esq. & man of seme reading & a plausible

speaker, who eddresses himself to the worst passions of our naturs, but ;
whom I think very deficient in judgement & good sense avalled himself Ig
of the excitement against me to become a candidate. He made many political |/
speeches before emnouncing himself a candidate. At length he ceme out i“‘
feirly. He based his hope of success upon (100) attacking my courss in I
Congress. His principle objections were, thht I refused to vote for
Atherton's resolutions on the subject of abolition petitions, & that I it
hed offered to emend the constitution of the U.S. in manner .which would
heve proved detrimentel had the emendments pyevalled. My emendments i
relative to the veto power of the President % the power of removal from
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office, & the mode of electing the Presidentiwere those which he -
condemned. He continued to attack my course, in these particulers in
all his speeches & thus he kept me defending myself when I would rather
have been smpddyed in exposing the abuses of: the Administration. In
the course of the contest I wrote three circylars the publication of which
cost me §145. After a bitter contest in which my political opponents
disgraced themselves by proprogating falsehoods of the vllest character,
I was elected by a mejority of 937 votes. My competitor & his friemnds
seemed to be astonished (100a) at the resutt. I was not sanguine of
suceess in as much a8 I would not estimate the extend of dissatisfection
produced by my accepting the fee, & I was apprehensive thgqt the false-
hoods & misrepresentations in regard to my acts both public & private
would affect my popularity. In this I was agreeably disappointed, &
I em now impressed with more confidence in the capacity of the people
to detect falsehoods & their dispoelition to uphold a man against ungust
attacks.

I had many active friends who nobly exerted themselves for me
& the county, & I shall devote myself to the discharge of every duty
as the best compensation I can meke.

I woent this evening with Mrs. U. te examine some beech trees
standing on the North Bank of Big Barren River, ebout 3 miles notth
of B, Green & about a quarter of g mile above Van Meters ferry. These
troes indicate from the names & dates carved upon them thet the long-
hunters, as they were called camped by them in June 1775. The most
conspioucus tree contains the names of thirtsen persons carved upon ite !
The letters. {101) were handscmely out with some instrument adepted to '
the purpose. The highest name ls about -nine feet from the ground, the
lowest about four. They stand in the following order beginning with
the uppermost=J. Neoville E. Bulger, J. Hite, W. -Harmon, J. Jackman, "
We Buchanen, A. Bowman, J. Drake, N. Nall, B, Skaggs, J. Bowman, Tho. .
Slaughter, J. Todd. The date is then given at the bottom of the names *
thus "1775 June Th 13" The age of the marks appear to correspond with
the Bgte & no doubt they were made at that time. About 50 yds up the i
river from the 1st named tree there stands a beech on which thers is a
name cut but not legible with the date of 1779 & the name of H, Linch
carved upon it & dated 1796. The only oircumstance to mar owr bleasure '§
in contemplating these memorlals of the first white explorers & mters:

resulted from discovering that there were the initiglsof some names &TeE

o B N

the names of gome persens & late dates oarved on the trees vhighﬁymjpogg;ﬂg- b

X

should have been left untouched to bear the names of those alome’whe '~ ~ . U
slept under them in 1775, N S R

(101a) It was khe work of desecration.y In. viewing the names*of’* . .|
these early adventurers and standing upon the same ground where they RPN
had capped, & train of refleotlons were exclied alike, pleasing and '
melancholy. . Where are those pioneers? They have ceased to follow ™

¥

22, ek
the Peer, the buffalo, the beaver. Their childrem are no more hm_:.ters,"i“"‘-"
The bear, the buffalo and the beaver are extinmot, C |

roday was one of the busiest days of ﬂ life. I arranged a great
deel of business, took notes, made settlemtns, etc, to the amount of i
thousands, end last night I had a singuler dream which. I related to my i
wife. I here note it at her request. 1 do not place any consequence in -
dreams or omsns of either good or evil. I think they generall} indicate
a state of excitement and restleseness whioch prevents sould slespe They
prognosticate nothing. There 1s not ome dréem in a million that is
verified., I have long considered lt a fortunate circumstance that 1
regard the most terrible and the most joyous dream as alike destitute-
of prophetic attributes (102) and I never perplex pgyself with the
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character of my dreems of their interpretation--but to the dreem. I
thought as I slept that a long table was set before me; that it was
covered with a variety of delicious viands, that there was upon it a
variety of oloths to make garments and that there were purses of gold
and silver on it also. There was likewise upon it a machine of some
sort which I could not eomprehend, and of which my recollection is
indistinet. All I saw I thought was mine, and I felt pleased with the
consciousness of being the owmer.
My wife and self reached her fathers, Col..J. Cox's this evening
about 5 o'clock. We ascended the Ohio River from Maysville to Wheeling
in the steamer, Loyal Hanne,--we got up very well and had a large compeny
of passengers. Among them was Mr. Clay of the Senate, My. Hawes and
his lady, Mr. Jaseson, Mr. Campbell of Tenn. and Mr. Gentry of the House
of Representatives and Judge @atron of the Supreme Court and his wife
and Miss Marshall. At “heeling, Mr, Cley, Gen. Shelby, Mr. (102a) Wright
and myself chartered a stage to take us to Frederick. Gen. Shelby was
the Major of the battallion in whioh I served dﬁring the last war. Ee
was the first man I spoke to after I wams wounded. He did not surrender
with the men but hld himself in the retreat andjwas not taken until late
that nlght or the next day. He was very much cénsured for this at the
time by his men and many things were seid of which were disparaging to
his reputation. He is the son of %ov. Shelby o 8y. The stories told
of him mey have been without foundation and i will not repeat them. Se
far a8 my knowledge and observation enables me to Judge hf his characterp
he is a very respectable man., I did not see him in battlep=it was on the
retreat shortly after I wes wounded thati I saw him. Our trip across
the mountains was & very pleasant one, as our coach was new and warm end
we traveled only in the day. Mr Clay was treated on the road with much
ettention at the different villages (103) where we stopped. It was then
I thought thet he would receive the nomination of the Harrisburg Convention.
I Am now seated in the upper room of Col. Cox's house to the left of
the fire place fronting my wife who sits opposite with her child asleep
in her arms. The year is drewing to a close and I have not noted a
single occurrence in this Journsal. The ommission has net resulted from
the want of interest in the events, but from want of time to make entries
end comments. I have been too much engaged in the transactions pertaining™’::
to public affairs to write details of private incidents. S
. My oonduct as a Representative of the people in Gong'rpsst"fl‘dg'ﬁ;@t-- LT
intend to notice, unless cn rare occasions in thés journal.  “he records
of the country will show my children how I‘ have acted in official-1ifa, .- .
I shall give a very hasty sketch of the last twplve months, = .- . W&
(10%a) I remained at Col. Cox's in George*ﬁgwn. D.C. from Nov, 1839-
t111 the latter part of July 1840 during which %ime~'I attended constantly :
to the proceedings of Congress with the exception of one week during"yhl'ch S
time I was confined to my room, having received:an injury or'severe -
contusion of my right thigh by being upset in a“oarriage. In descending™
the hill from the east point of the Capitol Col. G. Croghan being with- ''s
me, the tongue of the kehicle broke and the carriage was precipitated ‘'~ '
upon the rumps of the horses. Frank, the drived instead of whipping the -
horses forward as he should have done, reined them back with all his might,
expecting to stop them. The horses kiocked up--Frank became alarmed, and
jumped from his box and then away went the animals, jumping and kicking
4o the bottom of the hill. They mgde a sudden turn at the bottom which -
capsized us, breaking the oarriage a good deal and inflicting the injury
upon my thigh. ©Col. Croghan escaped unhurt.{104) (his usual luck in c_iax;lger._) ‘
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During my residence of eight months at the "Cedars™ (ol Cox'g—- I

was blessed with the constant society of my wife & during that time

wa became well acquainted with the character of each other. We
attended many parties to which we were invited & confrary to the
practice of most married people, we were scarcely ever apart at levees,
or other crowded entertainments. I was always happiest when she was
by my side, & I took much greater interest in her conversation at such
places, than I did in that of others.

After Congress adjourned I went to Richmond Vae. to see My, J,
Brown & V. W, Leigh Esq. on business. While there I was waited on by
a Committe of the Tippecanoe Club & asked to mske a speech in their log
cabin. I declined it on account of a bad cold which had remsined with
me since meking a speech in the ouse in defemse of Gen. Jesop.

I returned from Richmond thru Georgetown where I took leave of my wife.
(104a) Her situation prevented her going hime e Our separation was not
without apprehension that we might never meet sgifn on earth. She would
become a Mother before the time of my contemplated retuwrn. We hewever
parted under a sense of duty; & have met agaln-under ocircumstances demending
our deepest gratitude to God. She is the happy Mother of e fine, healthy
boy, & both of us got on in everything according to our wishes during our
separation.

On lesving Washington.in Yuly & went by Winchester Va where I made a

speech to the people. & thence went by stages along a newly graded dirt
turnpike to Parkersburg on the Ohio where I again addressed the people,

& then took a steam boat & went to Bracken Co, Xy. where I had busineas
relating to a tract of land purchased of Col Croghan. Theodore J Mosher

was with me on his way to St. Mary's College Ky. a sprightly boy of 16.

On reaching the District I represent I resumed the practice of law
a8 usual & made political spesches to the people in (1058 each county.

I attended the great politiecal convention at Neshville & also ome at
Springfield Tenn. & made speeches at each. I presided over a largse con-
vention at Bowling Green & made an indriductory speech, during which

I presented to the multitude, six revolutionery soldiers, being the
colledtable remnant of those patriotic men in the county of Warren & _1,,
adjacent counties. There was a strong sensatlon & hardly a dr¥ eye in
the crowd when these o0ld men stood forward on the platform, & - pointed
to them & recalled the glorious achievemsnte in which they had participated. -
The congregated thousands looked upon them as the Fathers of liberty of L
the country, & their presenco on that cccasion was a warning to guard .. =
against the lnsiduous enprcachments of Executive power & the gradual - - .~
establishemtn of a depotisme The scene made a desp impression upon:the .
heart. Among the old seldiers presented was my Unocle -Edmund Rogers, who:
raised me & to whom I'm indebted for my educatlon., (105a) The canvass
for the Presidency in 1840 & the events oonnected therewith will be
perpetuated in Amsriocan History. I nave had my share in the exoitement .
of the times, but my course has been very different from that of mosgt

of the public speakers I have endeavored to reason coolly & to give them
important facts. I have endeavored to demonsirate by argument the denger,
that the executive power would without a ohange of administration ultimately
dictate to all the other Departments of Govermment, & that we should umless
saved by a change=-have practically one of the most corrupt & despotic
Goverrnments upon Zarth. I have been in earnest & serious. Other speakers
have dealt too much I think in sarcasm & abuse. 1Ilje telling of vulgar
anecdotes & imaginary stories, to operate upon the prejudices & exclte the
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derision of the peopls against the men in power & their measures, has
been too much praoticed. The people have been amused but not convinoed,
& the public taste has been vitiated. Orators have thereby (106)
acquired a character for talent with the multitude which is not conceded
by sober, good sense & they have contented themselves with the plaudits
of a shout which properly belongs to the buffoonery of the eircus. Such
sloquence is not worthy of admiration. Anecddtes are often introduced
in a disoussion with excellent effect by way of illustration. When
this is the case they come in neturally & seem to grow out of the subjeot.
The processions of log cabins on wagons & cider barrels have been some=
what digusting to those who dislike appeals to vulgar passions, but their
use has been a Just retaliation upon those who 12 years ago erected
hickory poles & marched under hickory bushes through the country Such
emblems will probably be used in all political contests but their potency
will ever depend upon their aeppropriateness of ths thing or prineiple
signified by them. The hickory pole owing to the name given Gon Jackson
(01a Hickory) was the emblem of his military glory in popular estimation.
4 pecullar interest was imparted to the log (1063 cabin & cider barrel
emblems in consequence of their intimate association with the early life
of Ben Harrison, his simple manner of living, & the remark coming from
a friend of his opponent intended to degrade his pretontions as a candidate
4 paregrephist said that for ZEK a pension of $2000. Genl. Harrison would
live the balance of his days in a log cabin & drink hard cider, & not
think of being Presidente The sentiment thus uttered to depreciaste was
turned by popular indignation to the exaltation of Harrison.

About the middle of Nov. I set out for the D.¢. Julia met me at
Glasgow & ceme on with me. At Frenkfort where I had business I saw
Genl. Harrison et Maysville we got on board the steemer Girard % asesnded
to Wheeling, Dr. Marshall of Maysville & 3 sprightly pretty girls under
his charge on their way to schood, bme a daughfer of Mrs. Langhorn & the
other two his sisters were on board. The girls insisted that we should
agcend to Plttsburg with them. and seemsd advirse to parting with Julia.

(107) At Wheeling the Hon Cave Johnson, Mr. Duffey, Mr Fletoher & myself

chartered a stage to take our party to Hagerstown Md. for $90 & we passed -
over the mountains very pleasantly only travelling in the day time & a
little after dark, S

We reached Col Cox's the 2nd inst. & I am now preparing to act my 4
part in the new socones of the approaching session & te witness the
conduct of defeated & victorious politicians under the new aspect of .
things resulting from. the eleotion of Gen. Hgrrisom. 1I entertein but - - ¥
little respact formere politicians at this time & apprehend that I shall .~ . «3®
be thoroughly disgusted by the 4th. of March next after which I shall :
probably never again be a member of the House of Representativeg having:
already intimated my wish to retire, to my constituents, . ‘
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Today I was summoned to appear before the grand jury of the Distriet,: .
The obJect was to interrogate me relative to (107a) the obliteration of’
my frank by the Postmaster of Georgetown. I went to the oity hsll in
pursuance of the summons but court had adjourned. Our returning from the -
Hall I oalled to see the Hon. Sherod Williems M €. He was prostrate in
bed. He told me thgt he did not expect to live long that his physician
gave him no encouragement, that he felt gs if His constitution was gone.
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He spoke of death with fearful apprehension ns to a fubture state and said
he did not know how to prepare for change. He seemed exoited he was in
& wretched condition both as to body and mind,

The following is written by my wife.

Mr. Underwood left this morning (from Bowling @ Greem) for Washington
city to attend the called seagion of Congress of which umexpected
circunstances have made him a member. He left this volume in my charge
with the request that I would occasionally note down #ittle occurrences
in the future by which would be interesting to peruse in after years.,
Convenience made it necessary that I should remain in Ky. with my (10%0
boy this summer, but he will take us on with him to spend the long
session. It is needless to speak of the trial of the separation even
for a comparatively short periocd. I have so meny duties to perform in
commencing houskeeping that I hope to keep my mind free from gloomy
thoughts, but the idea will often reocur, of the great distencs that
intervenes between us, & my heart troubles. My Heavenly Father take
charge of my absent husbend & let him return agdin to bless this house-
hold. Let my boy see his father again & learn from his lips those
precepts of wisdom & vitue which it will be my delight to see him practice
in manhood. Since the birth of my boy I -have felt all a parents solicitude
for his welfard both temporal & eternal, & I;pray that his Father may be
spared to ald me in £érming his infant mind,:.(108) We both consider him
of uncommon promise, it remains therefore for us to give his talents
proper direction. I took him with me to day: to pay some visits, & where-
ever he goes, his fine head, forehead & (108@.) eyes attract immediate
attention though eight months old he gives irdications of a rapid
acquisition of knowledge of extermal objects.

A bright beautiful & joyous day after heving experiences much
unpleasant weather & my feelings are Iln happy aocordance. I listen to
the singing of the birds & the busy hum of active life eround me, & a
cheerfulness sprwads over my heart & I am even inclined to view the
bright side of the plotures I look forward to & happy reunion after a
fow weeks with my husband & the pleasure I shall experience in witnessing
his approving smile when he surveys the little home improvements I have
in contemplation to make. Eugeny, Eliza & Julia are invited te spend

this evening at Mrs. Marshells to meet a few friends I think we shall all
g0 ) iy

We ald enjoyed a delightful drive in the oarriage this af‘térnoon, 91_;1;
to Mrse. Crostwhaits. Little John was with us & appeared delighted. He

has already evinced (109) his boyish propensity for a horse & dog. . He

has been on the back of a horse several ti.mea, & ories when he is ‘taken ,h,.,:,;"“;' |

off. He will be a daring fellow I expect.

-1' e

I hes,rd this morning & most.excellent sormon in the Prosbyborian i
Church by Smith of Lexington. He also performed,.the Episcopal serqioe, Ry

His subjeoct was the certalnty of future rewsrds & punishments which he
proved by aenalogy in a most lucid manner. His exordium peroration & the.
whole of the discourse was solemmn & impressivo in a high degree, THe
will lecture in this place tomorrow on the subject of common schools for
which he 1s the state sagt. i

The girls & myself together with little John & his nurse enjoyed a
delightful drive this afternoon. We went as much as nine miles going
& returning. TWe took the direction of Hapsley Hall & passed meny handsome
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farms. These lititle excursions serve to invigorate us after the days
heat. The carpenters are now hgmmering away on the back porch (109a)
being the firat on the list of igyprovements to render our little abode
as neat & comfortable as possible. It is my object to unite the ™utile
cun dulee” & if we are not in the possession of a lordly palace we

will et least try to have a pretty little "cottage ormee."™ The seat

of happiness in our own hearts & minds, and if I could only have the
constent soclety of my husbarnd I should greatly prefer the retiracy of
such a dwelling to the pomp and glitter of the great world,

(109a) Julia & Eliza commensed yesterdsy a oourse of lessons under the
tuition of their brother Eugene, If they will only persevere in it it
would be of great advantege to them in strengthening their minds » maturing
thelr judgements & giving them material for pblished sociel conversetion
& writing, I consider it a most fortunate ciroumstance for the girls
that they have a brother to guide them--older tham themselves & cme who
1s so deeply interested in their welfare spiritual & eternal.

Little John called me "Mamma" (110) todey very distinotly. He had
been jabbering for several days sounds scmewhat similer but he held out
his erms t0 me & 8ald "Oh marna™ thus showing plainly that he applied the
term to me, It will be ten days yet befors he is 9 mos old. We took
a pleasent drive today = I called & took Mrs Jno Graham with me & we all
enjoyed the trip very much to Cave Mill. It gratifies me to have it in
my power Yo glve pleasure to my friends in return for their many little
attentions to me,. .

X long period has elapsed since I wrobe in this Journal. In the meantims
1 have been constantly occupied with family affairs & carrying on some
little improvements around our abode. <The appearance of everything is
much changed for the better I think, & Mr Underwood who. has not yot
returned from Washington will socarcely recognize the old home. Some few
things have ocourred since (110a) I last made en entry in the boek which

I will not state. There was a 4th of July oelebration held by the citizens
of B, Green, on the banks of the river where they had g barbecue & some
fine spesches & toasts. The entertainment was given by the studenst of

Yy Hawkins High schools The day was fine & all enjoyed themselves. The
Bs G. Guards were there with their band of music which enlivened the
soene, dJulla & Eliza were at the Allen gprgs; nearly the whole of July,
Eugene & myself with little John & Ann rbmainad there about a week only,

& when we left, the girls staid with Mr Lucasi}- family, The water is fine -
& good, . '

sitting by the window with little John in my iap ,» no one olse wag &t ‘home,:

It was twilight when I heard the gate open &, Saw a. gentleman approach,= .
with a smiling countenence & as he eame up the steps of the pertige Loy

recognized my brother John, (111) who I thought hundreds of miles distant’
in Jowa territory. He had left Georgetown D. C..in June to .seek his fortune
in the West-That El Dorado of so meny, & failing to find immediate employ-
ment, ceme down to this place to visit us till a better opening offered
itself. He gave us many amusing accounts of the manners & customs of

that region & says thet the face of the country itself is the most beautiful
& enchanting he has wver seen. The vast f:lelt} of country west of the
Mississippi opens a fine region for the enterprising youth of the S'ba.tes:;q
& in less than half a century from now, ite inhebitants numbering a vast
multitude will point to the shores of the Pacific as "The West". When

that point is reached, & a sonse population orowds its dborders, what spot
will be left to gratify the roving propensities of our country ment They

o3 ie bihalade

On the afternoon of July 23rd. I experienced aé_grejat"ssgfpiiae,- I was, o s
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may perhaps borrow an idee from the Chinese & build their homes upon the
water. What a magnificent country ours is, & who([lla) does not feel e
thrill of pride in being called an Americeni
"Breathes there & man with soul so dead,
Who never to himself hath said,
This is my own my native landl™ .
This is Sebbath night & the two oldest girls with John & Eugene have
gone to the Methodist church I am now seatec by the crib rocking my boy
to sleep. .
Georgetown. My life advances my business increesed & affords me loss
& less lelsure to write in this book. I'm now in my 518t year My heaith
for some years back has been excellent. I read & write very well without
spectables, & there are but few grey hairs in my head.. In these respacts
1 enjoy blessings that fall to the lot of but few at my ege, &for which
I am grateful to Gods I reached homs with my wife apd daughter Julia,
my little son John & his nurse Ann Morgen in 4pril lgst having left this
Place about the 25th of March (112) 1In the fall of 1840 I notified my
constituents of my desire to retire from thelr services & I had no idea
of again becoming q candidate till I ieached Louisville onm my way home,
There I got a letter from my son Eugene informing me thet a convention
had been held in B, Green - placed me in nominetion, & adjourned without
making any provision in case I refused to accept. F. Corin, H Grider
J F Todd & J. W, Erwin had been in the field as candidates. They wers all
professed Whigs, & it was the distraction which the number of Candidates
was likely to produce, thet caused my mominetion. The nomination wasg
unanimous & no doubt most of the gentlement who gave it were influenced
by a sinocere preference for me founded upon my long service & greater
experience. I felt very grateful for their good opinion of me, & a8 I
had often been elected when I first moved in the matter I determined to
comply with the wishes of the convention. Mr, Erwin refused to retire &
give the field to me. I had barely tims to visit the counties in the
istrict (112e) prior to the Eleotion. I did however make speeched in
each, My competitor generally attended the appointments which I made,
Ho failed to go to Edmonson in which county hy only reod. nine votes, .
He deklined on the morning of the second day but the information did ‘not
reach all the counties +till the election was over., This eleotion & its
results was very honorable to me. - T T o I
In May 1841 I left home & arrived in Washington befors+the meetingof 2ud: "
Congress at its extra session called by CGen Barrison --I. left my wife: behind
I was gone about 4% months...On my return I -received i:letter from''Eugens
in Glasgow informing me thet my wife & son John wereiquite sick; & as I .
read the letter I understood him to -say that his "Mfther was dangerous® .-
I thereupon induced the stage to set out directly after supper & travel
all night - but for this it would not have left Glasgow until after =
breekfiest in the morning. I reached home about day dreak having spent- a
sleepless & miserable night on the road, & found my wife (113) and son
afflicted with chllls & fevers but in nothing like a dangerous conditien.
I called Bugene to gocount for writine me in so discouraging & alarmind
manuer. He denied having done s0 & called for the letter. I gave it up
& upon reading it he sald the expression was direotly the reverse & insist-
ed that he wrote plainly that “"neigh¥or was dangerous™ So that I rode
30 miles & spent a wretched night, just because my son writes a bad hand,
& made the letters nei in such a way that I téok them for mo. What &
misfortune Yo write a bad hand ~ in this parti.cular my example has not

T
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been brillianti..
I spent the fall months atterding to my privete affairs & in preparing
to return here. I made political speeches at the Courts & attended, &
exposed the duplicity of the Vice Prosident John Tyler in regard to his
vyoto messages & thelr prineiples.

About the middle of November I left home with my wife, deughter
Eliza & 1ittlggon._ Wo travelled by land thro Frankfort & Lexington to
Maysville where we got on board steamer (113a) Tiogs & ascended thé river
to Wheeling. Our carriage & 4 horses were put on board. I rode all thg
wey on horsebgck except the distance from Mays¥ille to Wheeling up the
river, & the ladies occasionally rode on horseback, one of the horses
being brought for that purpose. Altogether I hed a very disagreesble
time of it as wh had much bgd wesether. However we reached Col Cox's on
Sunday evening before Gongress met. My family except Eliza resides
‘at Col C Cox's. Elize is at school with Miss;English - she commenced on
the 20th of Dec. '41, & will probably remain %here seversl yoars.
_ In purchasing supplies for my horses oatsz colksts me 45 ots per bushel,
Today I rode in the carriage with my wife.andidaughter to Tashington I
gave Frank a New Years present a bat, & purchesed at Taylors the cottage
Bible in tow vol. (cost $6.50). - .
This morning I wrote to my Unole ‘Thos Underwood & sent him ten dollara.
He is reduced to great poverty - omee he lived in Richmond Va in hendsome
style, surrounded (114) by wvery comfort.
I 4id not go with all the world to the White House today - I hgve very
little taste for pageantry & iddle ceremony & do not feel disposed to
pay court to any one unless I have great admiration for him. I am wivil
& polite to all I meot with unless I know them to be base in principle &
action, but I never intend to run after those in high places, merely
because of their rank & power. I must be operated upon by the sentiment
of estems, otherwise I maeke no advances.
Henry Worthup called on ms today & said my Uncle John Rogers heirs were
entitled to more than they had recd. for my Uncle's military services.

On the 27th of Oct. last my eldest daughter Julia was married to
John T. Cox the brother of my wife. My property is not sufficiemt for
me to glve them a fortune to live on without labor. Mr Cox. was .not of =
full age when he married, I told both of them before they married that
I would not give them property to spend, Ihat they mst (114a) make &. . iyl
support for themselves, & in that respaot follow my exemple, When I set .. ohgh
out in life efter my return from the Army my Tnele' Edmund Rogers who:had . .. ' ‘
educated me, gave me about five dollars, & my Unols Thos Rogers.lent me W
e horse to ride, & with that outfit I commonced the prectice of law & by R | ®
great diligence & industry, I have acownulated: enough to live on. gy, i
comfortably, but not enough to allew my children te live in idlemess, ::: . fe R
were such a thing desirable, I told Mr Cox that I should observe his . ., ..
conduct with anxiety for some years, that I would endeavor to get him .. -
into business, so that he might make a support for himself & wife, but
if I discovered that he was incompetent, idle or prodigal that I would
never put it in his power to spend that portion of my estate, which I
designed for my daughter. That I would, in the event of his conduct
giving me an unfavorable opinion of his capacity for business & the
menagement of property, settle upon his wife the portion of my property
I adsigned to (115) give her, in suoh manner that he could not spend it.
He assented to the propriety of such a course & said in substance that
he had no objeetion to my settling upon Julia the property I intended
for her so as to place it beyond his reach or control. I feel towards.
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., my daughters the strongest affection. It would distress me very much to
see them so poor as to be deprived of the comforts of life, & my grief
would be the more pungent if they should be reduced to poverty by the
misconduot of their husbands. I hope such will not be the case with
Julia, I have no reason to apprehend such results but I thought it best
to be candid & tell Mr Cox that I deemed it my duty to prevent my
daughter from coming to want thro his imprudence if he should not act
wisely.

Jan. 8thThias is the anniversary of the battle of New Orleens which made Genl
Jackson president. Shortly before & after his election the day was
usually celebrated (115a) by festivals, firing of osnnon ete, but today
nothing of the sort was observed & the House sat as long as usual. Its
observance as a day of festive rejoicing was never anything more thet a

' political ruse to increase the popularity of the Genl by exclting the

‘feelings of the people. It had its effect with the unthinking., It
was a trick played by knaves to exclte the passions of fools. Hickory
poles constituted the banners & insignia of the Jackson party, just as
log cabins, coon skins, & cider barrels did the Hgrrison party. Alas,
that men should be gulled by such ronsense. Can the liberties of any
people be preserved when thelr votes ars controled to any extend by
such contemptible means My son Yohn was slesping in his bed after dark
when no one was in the room to watch him. He fell out of the bed or got
out of it by some means & attempted to get dowm stairs. He can just walk
about cleverly. I was playing chess with Bickard Cox. My wife & all the
family were below. He got to the head of the (116) stairs orawled down
8 or 10 steps when he reached the platform, where he stopped & sent forth .
8 scream as loud as he could, being more frightened than hurt I hope. .
His mother & all the family ran to see what was the matter, I followed. :
His mother picked him up, but we found no bones broken or great mischief
done.

Feb. 4th The grogs are making a noise such as they usuaslly make in Mar. & April,
The weather has been very mind & pleasant. The fotomac has hot been cloged:
by ice this winter. A letter recd. today from John T. Cox informs me
that they have had similar weather in B. Green.

Mar. 6th My servant Frank has been sick for some months past, His disease I fear.
is & confirmed consumpbion., I heve hired a colored man to drive ny .
carriage Henry Burns he is to- commence servicj to day = I em to pay him-
at the rate of $12,00 per mohth, Towards the last of Feb. my little son.ugy .
John hed N. W. Worthington attended my son, he (116a) also presoribos c
for poor Frank, whose disease is, I fear inoura‘blo. oo
Mar,23 Today, Wife & I dined with Mr C. A, Wickliffe the P. N, General % his o b

family, The party consisted of all the M., £'s from Ky & Mr Grittsndan,
who 1s shortly to take Mr Clay's place in the Senate. Gov. Duvall of Fhae

- : & an elderly gentleman from Kentueky. The wlves of Meassrs Boyd Tripplett, .

: Grear, Pope, & Butler were at the dinmer. The¢: dinner wms excellent & we
wore a delighted set of EKentuckians.

Apr 8 Paid Burns the balance of his first months wa.go $2.25 a8 he sa.ys but $2.50
as I know in advancs for the second month. I paid him the wages of the
first month at different times & gave him money to purchase salt, ofl,
oto, & the above difference is the result of & mistake on the part of
one of us, or a little dishonesty on his part. I did not even tell him
what my recollection was but settled according to his statement. I
mention this trifle here for the purpose of illustrating the practices of
my life, & to recormend the practice (117) 4o the adoption of my children.
I have never disputed with any man pbout little matters. I submit to .
trifling 1mpositiona sooner then quarrel, unless it be very clear that
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the person knowingly attempts to practice & fraud. In that case I
consider it a duty to expose him, but when there is the least possibility
that the person is honest or mistaken in his exaction or statement I

act upon it as tho it was correct & pay what is demanded. But I notics
with much particulatity the conduct of the individual & learn his character.
If repeated instances of insttention & inadcuracy ocour I conclude that
he is not governed by moral principles, cut aoquaintance & avoid all
dealing with him, I meke speciel bargelns in all cases where it is
practicable. It is always prudent to lkmow beforehand what you ere to
pay. The settlement of accounts in which the value of property or labor
is to be adjusted upon (1172) the "quantuin merint" is almost sure to
produce bad feelings, if not bad words and an open rupture. To avold this
agree on everything beforehand. My wife has been confined to her bed

for some days. Her disease 1ls chills & fever.

This evening the dimner given by the Whig members of Congress to Mr Clay
took place at Browns Hotel in Waeshington. I attended it. The fore part

.of . the'day was rainy, so much so that I did not go to the Capitol, having

a good excuse to remain at my wifes to wait on her. On the afternoon

the rain ceased, the olouds to the west became thimner, & I determined %o
attend the dinner, my wife beling quite cheerful. We were to assemble at
6 o'clock. About half past five I got in the carriage & drove off from
Col Cox's on the heights of Georgetown. In a few moments one of the most
splendid scenes my eyes ever beheld presmnted itself. The clouds receding
from the West becams thick & black in the Fast. <The ocurtain (118) of cloud
was withdrawn from the sun which burst outtin a clear sky 15 or 20 degrees
above the horizon & painted the most brilliant rainbow my eyes beheld
upon the massy clouds in the East. A The apex of the prismatic bow
appeared to be immediately over the‘presidential mansion, & 1ts ends
touched the earth far to the North & to the Souths The colors were
broader & more vivid than any I had before 'seen, & equal density through-
out the whold arch. Instantly my mind reocurred to thos legendary super=
stitions which impress themselves upon us with great force in early life
& I asked myself whether the beauty & graddeur of the scend might not be
emblematic of the great & sudden change which must take place in the
political world before prosperity ls restored to this gloomy country &
whether the Heavens were not ominous of the publie blessings to result
from the election of Mr Clay to the office of chief magistrate Why
otherwise should the unusual (118a) speotacle be simmltaneous with the

_essemblage of the guests at the great festival in honor of Mr Clay?

Napoldon would stimualte his soldiers to rush on to vlotory, by deolaring
that the sun of Austerlitz was shining upon them, thus intimating that-
nature hung signs in the Heavens to foretell his destiny. Why may not

Mf Clay expross the same belief? On reaching the reception rooms: I"r"bdlgi Ve
Mr Clay after the usual salutations that 1f I had been superstitious I~

“should have seen & ¥avorable omen to his future elevation as Preaident

in the atmospheri$ phenomena which the evening presenteds I told "him 'that .
the ralinbow which arched the sky might be the sign of the”covenant among |
all the Whigs now assembled to consume pelitical corruptions with the '
consuming fire of patriotism; that the glodm & showers of the day'were )
typlcal of the dark misrule & rotten prinoiples whioh prevall, that'the
retirement of the clouds & disclosure of the (119) declining sun, which

had so beautifully painted the bew of hope & promise upon the overhanging
blueness, indicated the banishment of the prevailing humbug & folly, &

the establishment of the national prosperity by the influence of the
retiring statesman of the West who should stemp hls own purity & effulgence
upon the murky cenvass of political predecessors & happily contrast his

own brightness with their blaclmess. Mr Clay remarked that his attention
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had been called to the favoreble omen by some ladies just before he
entered the room. Said it was hardly possible to divest outselves of
superstitious feelings, & remarked that in the course of his life the
changes of weather had frequently takem place as if to accommodate his
particular wishes, He had fixed upon a day t> dliver a speech in Senate
when the weather was gost unpromising assuring his friends that it would
be & bright day when it arrived & so it (119s) turmed out. He sald age
had rather confirmed than cured his supsrstitious notions. I hardly
¥new whether to take his remarks as serious, or in the same vein with
my own until he made his speech upon being toasted. He then adverted to
the favorable omen in reference to the political exertions of the Whigs
which the splendid rainbow of the evening had afforded. I them thought
he gave credit to deductions such as I had drawn from the face of nature.
I put this matter down. If Mr. Clay should be e¢lected President & his
administration a happy one for the country I myself shall look upon the
eircumstance with something like astonishment,

The dinner party consisted of about 150 membera of Congress & citizens.
Mr John Q. Adems sent & beautiful & complimentary answer deslining to
come on account of extreme age & growing infirmity. He 1s the most remark-
able men I ever knew. The most learned & industrlous. The ecocuracy &
universelity of his information 1s astonishing. I have served (120) with
him upon the Smithsonian Committee & there learnt the extend of his
solentific knowledge. Mr. Clay's spesch was not a long one, nor was it
remarkable for eloquence. It seemed to be an unstudied farewell mingled
with some advice to his friends. After Mr Adems! letter was read he was
toasted very appropriately by referring to the commencemént of his public
carcer under the administration of Genl Washington, & his now belng an
active laborious member of Congresw in the "midst of posterity". The
member of Congress from Mass. responded to the toast given Mr Adams &
stated the facot which It've never heard before: that he was a lineal
descendent from the man who first put his foct on Plymouth rock fram the
M&yﬂorwer. .
Today Mr Joseph Lawrence a member from Penn. was buried. He is the sixth
member from that state who has died since the lgst general electiion of
Representatives to Congress from that State. I was appointed one of the
Committee of (120a) arrengements, It was a very ralnmy day & I rode out .
in the morming thro the raih. I have taken cold in consequence...Gen
Irvin, Mr Adems & myself oooupied the seme hack in going & retwrning:ta:.
the Congressional burial ground. The conversatiom embraced a:variety.of
sgujects. Among other things Mr Adems sald he thought the tendency of L
the age was infavor of peace. & that the ‘dey.would soon come when mations " ;
would learn wer no more. He said the sentiment was repidly extending in
fayoraof non-resistance, & even in favor of not taking life in capitol
cases. He admitted however that he jJustified defensive war & ialntined
the right of soclety of exeouting felons for murder or other high orimes.:
In the course of the ride he agein insisted on the positions.taekem im .. -
debate by him & a servile insurrection the laws of war would justify the .
amancipation of the slaves, & that the commanding general might proolaim
Proedom to the slaves. He invited me & my wife to attendian e- (121) vening
party at his home, to consist of a few select friends to take leave of
Mr, Clay. We could not go, bother being indisposed, & our servent Frank
so low that he cannot live over twenty four hours. '
Mr. Adams in the course of his remarks going to the burial, seid that
if the scriptures were true, & he had some faith In the Bible, there
wiould be a milenium on earth during which thore would be no wars & he
thought the time was rapidly approaching. Waether the 1000 years assigned
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for the duration of the milennium were to pe understood literally or
figuratively might be doubtful -- after its lapse however he said the
destructlve passions of mem were agiln to be let loose & scenes of de-
vastation & bloodshed unparallelled were to overrun the world, & then
the termination of them, & the coming of Christ to judge all who ever
lived would take place. :

Last night Frank was baptized by a Methodist minister. This morning {1Rla)
he told me he wished his clothes & other property sent to his children.
He seid he was perfectly willing to die. He wlshed me & all his friends
to meet him in Heaven. He said he felt no pain. He counted fifteen on
his fingers. I asked him what he meant -~ He answered "Years" -- years
that he had lived with me. He is perfectly calm & sinking rapidly. His
countenance exhibits unusual serenity. He taltes leave of his friends who
call to see him with composure. He bid his physiclan, Dr. Worthington,
farewell this morning & told him to prepare to meet him in heaven. He
evinced much gratitude toward Charlotte his nurse. He told me with emphasis
that she had waited on him & was I thought about to make some donation
out of his effects. I arrested him & told him I would compensate her.

He was not more than 12 or 13 when I first owned him as a alave. I offersd
bhim his liberty on oonditlon that he would emigrate to Liberia. He
declined going saying he was content to live (122) with me in his present
condition as a slave. I made him this offer years ago. Some deys age

he told me he was always happy to be where I was - that he loved to be
with me. He has manifested that wentiment ever since he first lived
with me. I mllowed him - indeed- encouraged him to learn to read & to
write. He wrote a plein, coarse hand. I never hed ocoesion to chastise
him for any fault. I never detected him in a falsehood or theftj & do
not belleve he committed these crimes. Teie him all together he was &
very exemplary man ln all his conduct. s

Prank breathed his lpkt this morning about:9 otolook. He was in his
right mind throughout his illness & up to the time he expired. Ho was
very enxious to live, but when he found his recovery was impossible, he
rosigned himself to his fate, with greet composure & died like a Christian,
He repeated the Lord's prayer this morning (122e) shortly before he died.
Meny importent events have transpired since I made an entry in this book.
Those which heppened in Congress & were published in the Journals I shall
pass by, but there are some ocourrences of a politiocal nature whigh, I
shall record here. They may bs instructive to my sons. When theigﬁping
Bresident returned the Blll imposling duties & providing for the_undﬁ#@ié.
tional . b PP b ety & e
Interrupted in the middle of a sentence I have not found time to:insebt; - .
anyting in this journal for more than threé months. I gave up. the idee
of putting down what I hed commenced.  .To such a men es J, Q, Adams:it
may seem strange that I camnot Jowrnalize everything of importance. from
day to day. He has been devoted to politics all his 1ife. That has been
the trade he haa lived by. He has nothing to do but study the principles
of his (123) trade to practice upon them. & to register results & the
actions of others. He had means to live on in the commencement of his
life furnished by his father; & thro the high offices he has filled & the
salaries paid him have been emple support for himself & family. I have
had to struggle with poverty. I have had to make my fortume without the
aid of Govermment petronage or fat salaries. I have for meny years been
engaged in extenslve land agencies for those who owned large tractd in
Ey. & resided in other States. I have sold many thousands of aocres, &
now have under my oherge as agent not 1esstthan 76000 acres of land &
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bonds for collection amounting to $15000, for lands heretofore sold.

I am trustee under R. Craddocks will; which has placed a fund of more
than $10000 in my hands to manage. I endeavor to keep up my practice as
a lawyer, & then I have my (123a) own property & family to look efter.
Under this press of private affairs which requires incessant correspondenc
Hided to my labors resulting from my office as M. (e, I have no self-r
reproach from failing to register the facts & trensections worthy of a
place in this journal. I am now at Col Cox's in Georgetown & will
enddavor to make a brief record of events since the adjourmment of Congres
at its last session. :

The day after adjournment I went on to Pailadelphia with many Whig members
having been invited by a Gommittee actinz in behalf of the Whigs in that
City to visit it. I passed thro Baltimore im such & hurry that I got mo
breakfast. I threW ten cents to Mr Corcoran of Washington, as I sat in
the cer at the depot in Baltimore, & he bought me some gingerbread from

a huokster & pltched it to me as the car: got under way. - Eatlng this
bread & nothing else & having made en early start from (124) Washington,

I was afflicted with a head ache % a very unusual thing - most of the day.
At Wilmington we were met by the Committee of receptionfrrom Phila. &
conducted on board a steamboat which carried us to their city. We dined
on board the Steamer & after dimmer my head ache beceme less painful &
towerd night it left me. In passing the U, 8. fort on the Delaware we
were saluted by a discharge of 13 guns. 'We were known by the flags whid
decorated our Boats. It was suggested that the Commandent of the Fort
would be called to account for daring to fire a salute in honor of members
who are not in favor of the Executive. Daniel Webster was with us in the
cars till we reached Wilmington. * He was laboring under a cough, his

eyes were rod & altogether he locked badly. He received but little attem
ion from eny one. On reaching Phila. the Boat passed up the river to

the upper part (124a) of the city so as to give us-a full view of the
thousanda of human beings who lined the wharves & shipping, & greeted us
with buzzas &5 we passeds Our boat being landed eech member was placed
in charce of one of the Committee of recéption as his Conductor. Carriage
were provided, & we drove thro the dense masses of people to the Museum,
the lower room of which was prepared for the occasion. There Mr Sergeant
gave us welcome in behalf of the Whigs of the City, & Mr McKennon thanked
him in the name of the members collectively. The press to hear these
speeches was very great, & the enthusiasm was greater than at any meeting
I ever saw. The speaking over we repaired to our lodgings to obtain re=-
fresiment, eto. After supper the members assembled in the Exchange," two
at a time the speaking was kept up till 11 P, M. one oft the inside, & one
tn the orowd outside of the building. Most of us mede two speeches = one
inside, & ome out (125) so that the crowd could hear each spesker. I -
acquipted myself pretiy much to my satisfaction. Next day we went to
New York under invitation. At Newark we were addressed by the Mgyor & -
Mr. Fillmorereplied. At the Steamboat landing about 2 miles from Neward
we dined & there Mr Hemilton & Mr Dougherty of New York anddressed us in
beautiful & well timed speeches. Mr Talmage of the Senate & Mr. Holstead
replied. The crowd which welcomed us to New York was immense. We were
conducted to the Astor House in carrieges. We met large masses in the
Tabernacle where we addressed the peopls two evenings in successlon. I
spoke the last evening. Dudley Selden Esq. gave us a welcome in behalf
of the Whigs of New York.
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In New York I compromised & law suit with the Mercantill Ins. Co. by
which I recd $2000 in cash & secured the title to 5050 acres of land,
half the (12Ba) money & 3/4 of the land is mine.

From New York I returned to Washingtor & with my wife & child & two
servants (free persons of color) set out heme. My wife, child & female
servants in my own carriage & I on horseback. At Wheeling we got aboard
& boat & descended to Louisville & went from there to B. Green by land.
Where we arrived about the middle of Oct. I spent my time in attending
Court, making political speeches & attending to my private affairs.

On the day I had fixed for starting home, after my return to Col
Cox's from New York, Burns, the servant I had hired after Franks death,
was gotting the carriege ready & arranging the baggage. He had gotten
drunk & manifested some insolence when spoken to. I thereupon immsdiately
dismissed him. He said in substance thet if his conduct was not agreesble
another might take his place. I drove him off & was detained two or
three days till I got Wm Dan- (126) dridge to supply his place. Buths
acted upon the idea that he was indispensable to me, & therefore he could
dictate & do as he pleased. I have seen a great deal of that sort of
sentiment & conduct in persons of higher positions than the station of
a carriege driver; & I have never witnessed i1t without feeling strong
indignation. I cannot submit to any sort of insolence with patienca.

To those who give themselves consequence & assume to command when it is.
thelr duty to be modest & obey, I always evenced my contempt in order to
punish their folly & wickedness. I put myself to inconvenience. as a
matter of duty in order to correct them. It is by such resentments above
that ipgnorance & impddence are made;to kmow their places, ,& to entertain
proper respect for gentility & wisdom. The time to administer such chastise-
ments is when it is least expected. The men who allows his children or

his servants to overstep the limit of decorum or duty, for fear of of=-
fending them by let- (126a) ting them know.of their faults is destined to
feel thelr scorn & become their slave, v

On Mondey the 14th of November I was gttending the Allen Circuit
Court when a message from Jome arrived about 2 P. M. from Dr Briggs
informing me thet my wife had that foremoon been delivered of twing,

& that she was enxlous I should return home. I sterted quickly & had

the company of Mr Frederick Potter Sr about 20 miles. I reached home "
about 9 P. M. Found of the twins a ocorpse, the other alive & their mo-l:her
doing better then I expected, , On the 17th the remaiming twin dled, " My
were i‘inely formed children altho prematurely born. They meke éix sona

I have buried, leaving me only five living children out of eleven. %
used to think God had blessed me in my ohildren - at thet time I had
none, when they began (127) to die I mourned their loss as & severe
affliction. A%t length I said God had taught me the instability of human
hopes & calcualtions. The blighted affections of the earth have 'b'augh'l:
me to look beyond the grave. And thus I have resigned myself to the
dispensations of my Creator. He hath taken my children before they knew
what erime was. They have been relieved from the sufferings & 'bempta.tions
of this world. They have escaped those ca],amities & sins, which might,
had they lived to be men ruined them & destroyed my peace. Our Creator
lmows what is best for them & for me & I submit.

Elizpbeth requested to look at both children aftdr they had been
laid out & Just before they were put in their coffinse I took each of
them to her as she lay in her bed, on the cmy he was burked. She ralsed .
up & examined them minutely. She gazed ini:ensely on their features &
when I took each child away (127a) she burst forth in tears & sobs. She

lost



was most deeply affected by the lossof the ome who died last. She

had suckled him & as he lived three days wk had strong hopes of raieing
him, The twins were buried in the same grave. Their names have been
registered Williem & Edmund after my maternal uncles who were twins.
They 1lived long emough to have immortal souls given them. In that
world where the mystery of life shall be comprehended by created in=
telligencies, whers we shall know what manner of creatures we are s & the
design of our Creation, these children may surpass in glory & in '
knowledge the attaimments of those who die in old age. We may then see
the propriety & fitness of that Providence which consigns more than half
of the human race to the tomb before they know what it is to sin. I
prey for immortality, for a consolousness of ny present existence after
my body hes decayed & mouldered into dust, & for a glofious resurrection
(128) prepared to associate forever with the Just made perfect in the
presence of our God. There is no foundatlion upon which a rational hope
for such an Immortality can be built except that of the resurrsction of
Josus Christ, & the religion which he taught.

I intended to go from Allen. Court to see my. 0ld Uncle Edmund who
raised me, but being sent for by my wife I did rot g0« I have not seen
him for more than a yeer, & may never see him agains, as he is now
upwards of 80. My affection for him seeins to increamse with his years.

A more generous, truthful, honest, patriotic, fearless, benevolent,
unpretending relations, friend, & citizen never Mived., I am indebted to
him for all that I am, & I shall never cease to cherish love & gratitude
to him & to his familyl .

On Wednesday evening the 23rd of Now, I left home in the stage which
was much crowded. Linn Poyd M. &. being (128a) of the party. We reached
Louisville Thursday night about midnight being detained by breeking the
kingbolt., Friday morning I trensacted some business in town & got on
board the Frankfort Packett & started a little after 12 M. for Frankfort.
We proceeded up the river & before day got into the K-y river & passed
the first dam & Rdck. About 3 miles above the dam wo encountered ice
which became thicker & stronger as we ascended so much so that we had
to lay by till daylight. The Capt. sheathed the bow of his boat with &
plank & put onr spars on thick post of timber $o run under the ice & break <2y bk
if. This was done to prevent the ice ocutting & inguring the hull of the
boat, These prepared we commenced ploughing thro the ice with a view
of reaching Frankfort. "We progressed about 3 miles when the officers
determined that iy was unsafe to prooceed so we turned bgok % reached
Lousiville about 10 F, M, on Saturday the 26th of mt:v_. Such a spell of
weather so severe so (129) early in the season. I never before experiencsed.
1t is worthy of record here so that it may be oohtrasted with the weather -
of the same period in after yemrs. ) . e et et

On Sunday morning the 27th of Nov. I left Louisville in the stage A
& reached Frankfort on the seme day, where I met with Dr, “ames W. Wilson .. i
& Dr. D. King of “ogan Co. they having left home.on & visit to their
daughters who are-at school at Rev. Mr Falls. They were at the Weisiger
House kept by Thos Hart & his Mother., Then I was a youth going to &chool
at the University in Lexington Mrs Hart then, a widow was living in
apparent affluence. Her son Thos. was a fellow pupil. He had 2 beautfful
little sisters not grown. They are related to the wife of H, Clay.

In this country fortunes ere constantly changing hends., I was then the
poor protegee of my good uncle & not worth a cent, now it is probable
that my property is worth double title that owned by Mrs Hart & her son

-
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On the 28th of Nov. I left Framkfort & (129a) reached Lexington
about sun set passing thro Versailles. Without supping wettook the
stage & went on to Maysville reaching there before day. We did not go
to bed, but napped by the fire. The lce was running in the Ohio so that
steam boats could not ascend 1t., We crossed the River about day took
the stage & passed by travelling without resting or sleeping except
in the stage thro Chillicothe, & Zanesville to Wheeling. At Wheelling
we took & good nights rest & started next morning for Cumberland which
we reached after a tiresoms travel of dgy & night in thirty one or two
hours. From Cumberlend we passed to Baltimore upon the railroad &
reached Washington next morming gbout 1l oTclock on the 5th Dec. 1842,

As soon as Congress adjourned I arranged my affeirs & set out for
where I arrived on the 18th of Mar. about daylight in the stage, having
been out the whole of one & the greater part of :another night. The
ground was covered with snow & such intense (180) éold I never experienced
at that season., The cold weather continued all March. The farmers were
very baBkward with their work owing to the continued coldness of springe.
Yot I have never known such abundant orops of everything to be raised
a8 wo have this yearge I am now writing in November, having been intensely
engaged since Sept. I got home. ) :

In visiting the oounties of my Congressional district I made short
speeches to the people, declining a reelection to Congress & thanking
them for past support. I have been actively engaged in my profession
during the Spring & Fall. The summer months during which we have no Court
I devoted to my agency & private matters. IH July my good uncle Edmund
& his three single daughters came to my house & remained some weeks on a
visit. During that time I wrote his will. He appointed his son John & -
myself his Executors, & bequeathed to me his riding mare & walking cane.
(120a) On the 28th of Aug. 1843 this good man breathad his last at the
house of his son John in Barren Co. on Peters Creek near its mouth. His
son was not at home at the time gone to Louisville. I was absent, having
made a tour to Hickman etec. .

My Uncle was sick only a few days. He brought on an attack of cholera
morbus by eating heartily of watermellons, & he was too.old to reocover
from its exhauting effects. He was Bl years old on the 6th of May preceeding
his death. I wrote an obituary rotlce whioch wasg printed in the Green
River Gazette & the Nashville Whit. The following is a copy of it,

(The obituary was not mﬁ;aﬂﬁ-E,B.R.) ISR

I have taken Lavinia the youngest daughter of my Unole to raise & to' .-

educate. I have heretofore aided in the education of his son John, &
hie daughters Amn Brown, & Henrietta. What 1 nave heretofore done has
not discharged the debt of (181) gratitude I owe, nor indesd, do I ever
expect to be able to requite as I would the obligation I em wnder for his
fatherly conduct toward me. . sl

On the 8th of Nov 1843 my grandson Joseph R. U. Cox died, having beed '’

born on the 7th of Nov 1842. He had never been a healthy ochild, tho
at times we had good hopes of reising him., He had a remarkably fine heed,
& would ¥ think have made a very intelligent man. It thus seems that the

" children of my daughters may die in early infancy like most of my own have

done. The death of chlldren produces the deepest %rie with parents, but
yot it should not. If we have faith in their immortality & happiness in
Hoeaven we should rather rejoice than grieve that they are teken to dwell

.%ith God before reaching years of discretion, when they might by actual

sin forfeit thet salvation which Christ's atonement hath made for ell in-

fa.n.“l::s wlxo die, not knowing or understanding the laws of Goé, or what it
ig to sin. . |
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It must be designed by the death of infants to multiply the hosts O
of Heaven & make them outnumber the multitudes of the dammed. Why a
else should half the human race die before reaching the ages of five

years? 7Very few of the brute creation perish before reaching the age

of maturity where ordinary care is taken to raise them. But with may,

it is otherwise. His best exertions cennot being half of his race to

years of moral responsibility, much less to ‘pe;-ifect manhood, & woman-

hood. ;e

This is a striking fact in the providence:of God. Some great purpose
of Diety lies at the foundation of it, 1 thinks If there be no immortality
or hereafter--no resurrection from the dead--then the birth & death of
infants, before arriving at the age of moral responsibility, & before
they are capable of rendering any service to themselves, their parents,
or soclety, shows that they were oreated &b rought Into the world for no N
purpose of good but only to produce trouble pain & grief. It is inocompatible
with the attributes of (132) God to euppose that his providence beings
unmixed evil, & henco, I infer that where death removes a tender infant i ;
from this life, that in another state beyond the grave, it will be manifest ‘
that there was no folly in bringing it into existence, to suffer a dew
days or weeks, to meon & scream in agony & then to perish forever.

Returned from Soottaville Court to day with Judge Grahem. It was one
of the loveliest days I ever experienced there was not a cloud to be seen B
during the day, & the atmosphere was too mild to meke a great coat pleasant A
to wear.

Had my head examined lgst night by a Fhrenologist who gave me a .
cheracter of which I need not be ashameds He pleced my intellectual .
organd in the highest rank. Gave me very large propelling sentiments, ol
or propeusities, & made medeficlent in marvellousness & reverence. He L
sald my organs of firmmess, combativeness, distinctiveness, adhesiveness, :
philopregenitiveness were very large. My combativeness (132a) was }
counterbalanced by great caution & benevolence, He gave me e large share i
of acquisitiveness & secretiveness, but concedsd that they did not carry I*
me into any vicious conduct owing to oounteracting moral powers. I was
struck with the difference which he pointed out between my character &
that of Judge Grahem. Ke said Judge G*s passions were entirely under
control of his moral powers,.¥hereid ln my cage there was sometimes & ...
strong conflict whioh should control. Upon the whole he made me a man
of great energy & practical good sense. HNever engaging in anything with-
out going thro with it, & never undertaking foolish projecis... .. . .4 - '
(the following is written by his daughter either Eliza or Julia-etl;qrg,ﬂ;;g « g
no name signed E.B.R.) : : - R

' L gL T g, e ':.‘;,;H_

_ "Haying been reading in this book for. Semetime I determined for . the, .: ¥
first time to honor these pages with my penmanship tho I fear it will not. - i
conduce to the improvement, or amusement of the reader. (133) I returned
home about two months since after an absence of two years in Georgstwon
D. C. going to school to Miss English. I returned with my Brother vims
New Yorlk, Philadelphia, Niagara eto. eto.. We were favored with delightful
weether which with anticipating the pleasure of again seeing Home added
a brighter tint to the "couleur de rose" with which I beheld so many new
& beautiful scenes & things.

The first charm of novelty having worn off, I have commenced a ocourse
of reading through the advice of my Father & lrother, but which hes fre-
quently interrupted, though not at all, (I ho;_)e) t: ‘;he i:lisp:;agement

ement in rovin
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Killed hogs purchased of Jobn Fort at $2.09 per hundred wt. It
was in the de@rease of the moon & I have often ‘heard since I was @
boy that pork slaughtered in the decremse of ths moon (133a) would
Bhrink, & not make good bacon. I shall notice next summer whether there
is anything in this old remark. I do not believe it is true. I never
saw fatter hogs or better meat, & if being killed in the decrease of the
moon makes sny difference, it must show itself in the bacon.

For the last two months we have had the worst woather I heve ever
know.=~~not on account of the extrmme cold, but because of the great
quentity of rein which has fellen. Bl Barren river has been navigsble
for steam boats up to my wherf all the time, but owing to the obstruction
occasioned by Whitehell's dem no boat has ascended to my lending Nor
indeed would any have ascended had that dem not been in the way, because
my improvement is not wufficiently advenced to afford the necessery
accommodation. I have begun a wharf & ocontemplate erecting a ware-house
in the expectation that ultimstely the export & import business of Bowling
Green will be done at my landing. Everyone seems to be incredulous, &
has no faith in the success of my project. ' Time will show (134) whether
my calculationa are correct. I mean to work very slowly, as I have means
to accomplish my work & not go In debt.

i

It is almost three years since I found lelsure to make an entry in
this book. Many things important to me individually have ocourred. I
have been assiduously devoting myself to the accumulation of property.

In doing this I have oppressed no one. ‘I have endeavored to aualify my-
self to transact all business in my life satisfactorily to my clients.

I heve had very great success, so0 much so that there is not an important -
case in the courts in which I practice, but I em empoloyed by one of the
parties.

My fees have been moderate, but I get so many of them +that theaggregate
amount in the course of the year is considerable, I have lost large

suns by indulgence to clients, but I prefer these losses to rigorous
collections. My orgenization will not permit me to grind the poor. I
have inoreased my property repidly. (134a) I wish to plece my children
in a better condition than that I occcupled when I set out in life for
myself. I have felt the inconveniences of poverty so keehly thet I am....
really anxicus to avert the suffering from my children. . My poverty did :
not suppress my energles, but rather stimulated them. COmpara.tive wea.l'bh

has not induced me to relax my pxertions, 8 Lo m, ; :

Wealth when properly used enables its posamss:oza,r to do great’ good.\. The
danger is that it may emervate & mgke idlers if not spendthrifta of. those
I desire to benefit. . oo b

On the 4th of Nov. 1844 I purchased of Geo. Groghan Jr 1505 acrea of
lend on Big Barren river for which I gave him $2000 cash, $2500 in Bank
stock & my note payable in 2 yrs from that dete for a 31000 & which note
I paid off a few days a.go. This land includes 2 tracts on the riverde
about ten miles, & will T think in less than 2¢ yrs. bs worth $20.00 per
acre, This will depend on the improvement (135) of Bowling Green, & the
permanency of slack water navigation.

Altho I heve been industriously devoted te¢ my profession since I
came £rom Washington I have not altogether ceased to attend to politieal
affairs as I had contemplated. When in 1843 I retired I thought that I

woulddevote the rest of life to { private aeffairs & to the lmprovement
of my mind. And that if could instruct my rece by leaving behind me

By e e
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‘to the College there were manifested evident marks of disappointment &

enything worthy of publication I would take that course of doing good.
My ten successive sessions in Congress hed taught me the great diffioculty,
if not impossibility, of operating successfully upon politicians by
presenting any other corsideration & notives of action than such as were
aeddressed to their selfishness. I thought In retiring the day might come
when I would address myself to the youth of the 2ountry & attempt to
engraft upon their minds honest, practical, political principles. I have
not yet surrendered the idea of writing a (135a) political catechism for
the young men of the country with & view to esteblish a love for true,
republican govermment, & to induce them as citizens to uphold en honest
system of laws to secure the rights of persons & of property, of rational
liberty & equality, & to excite a contempt for demagogues. The experience
of the lest three years had convinmed me that it is very uncertain whether -
I shall ever accomplish my design, & instead of abstaining altogether from
political mgtters since I left Congress, I have found myself thro the
instrumentality of friends, brought befere the people as a candidate for
their sui‘i‘rangea upon two occasions. This shows how much our conduct is
influenced by others & what great firmness it requires to act entirely
from the promptings of our own jJudgements. Perhaps the solicltations of
friends constitute facts in conjunction with others upon which the judge=
ment aots from time to time as we pass thro life, & whatever changes of
conduct occur may still be said with propriety. (136) to be the result
of our owmn Jjudgement. However that may be it is certain that the events "
of the last three years have turned out very different from my anticipations |
so far as relates to my personal ections. Altho I left Congress to lead
a private life in 1844 I found myself nominated as an Elector for the
state at large to choose a President & Vice President. I had declined
belng a candidate for the offlce of Governmor, in favor of judge Owsley.
Thinking that the office of Elector would not interfere much, if any, with
my private pursults, I accepted the nomination & shortly after becams
engaged in meking political speeches in various parts of the State, & in
Tennessee in faver of the election of Clay & Frelinghuysen. I was elected,
& in the fall of 1844 met the other Whig Eleotors in Frankfort, & there
voted for the above named gentlemen. It was the second time I voted for
Mr. Clay, for I was elected in 1824 to the office of (136g) Elector &
on that ocoasion I voted for Mr Clay as President & John C. Calhoun as
Vice President. I was seleoted by the College of EEectors in 1844 to._., .
prepare an address to Mr Clay, in conjunction with Messrs Greves & Combs. -,
Yy draft was so mutilated by the action of the cormittee that what I was ' .
direocted to draw up, as chalrman, in lieu of what I had prepared soemsd . uw
to me altogether inappropriate to the oooasion, & I folt deeply motifiod, i d
However I obeyed the directions of the committee, & when I read the addroa

dissaetisfaction. I took occasion to comment. upon the:'production & to . -
point out wherein I thought it would mot do. I determined to wash myi’.:
hends of it, being unwilling to stand responsible as its author. I had

in the meantime read my original draft to Messrs Einkain & Andrews two : -
of the Electorss As soon as the address adopted by the Committee

was read before the College of Electors they called (137) for the paper
I had read then, I had left it at my room. A conversation tock place
in which the work of the Lommitteo was condemned, & I was directed to
prepare out of the two papers an address, & report the next morning. I
did so, folowing K& nearly the originel draft, jbut leaving out, against
my wishes, the most pungent sentence in it, which was as follows,

"Your bitterest enemlies wlll now affeot to regard gou as no longer in the
way of their amibition, & your vilest will be tco busily engaged about.
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-influence of the emoluments bf office to a.ttembt to. foroe himself upon t_:ﬁ"e
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the partition of the "spoils™ to molest you by new slanders.”
After closing the business in Frankfort the College of Electors with the
exception of Mesers Hardin & Grigsby, accompaniad by Gov Owsley & Ex
Governors Metcalf & Letcher visited Mr. Clay. A procession was formed
in Lexington & we marched to Mp Clay's--a large concourse of people
following the Govermor, ExGovernor & Electors. : On reaching the house we
formed a semi-circle sbout the front steps. Upon ¥r Clay's approach I
advanced a (137a) little in front of the line, & according to previous
arrangement I read the address I had prepared; (a copy of which I had sent
early in the morning to Mr Gla.y.') when he responded in a most feeling & ;
epproprieste manner. My address & his response were published in the v
papers of the day. Altogether it was a solemn & imposing spectacle.
Thespeeches being over--the crowd retired. The Governmor, Ex Governors
& Electors remeined, & with a fow selected frienda dined with Mr Clay,
who bore himself throughout the scene (alto he knew he was defeated) with
cheerfulness, & without vindictiveness, as & great man always should do
upon such an occasion. .
The Presidential election being over, I again thought there was no

obstacle to my exclusive attention to private business, but again I heve
to acknowledge how impossible it is to foreknow one's own destiney.

In the spring of 1845 a convention assembled .in Ruggelville to seleot
& oandidate to represent the District in Congress. (138) I could heve been - &
unenimously nominated but I positively declined; it. Before I returned N
from Russelville court, & convention in my own County had eassembled & b
hioninated me as & Candidate to represent the Ccunty. As this was an g
inferior office, & one which would only require the winter monthe of my i
time to f£i11 it, I consented out of gratitude to the people for past
politicel favors, to serve them. A few weeks before the election those
who, from one motive or another were opposed to my election brought out
an oposing candidate. The hope was to divide the Whigs & concentrate the
Democrats (80 called) & thereby to elect my opponent. The scheme signally
failed. Nearly all of the Whigs, & a third of the Demoorats voted for
me, & I was elected by a majority of nearly two to one., I went to the
Legislature, & there the tide ran so strongly in my faver that I haa
nothing to do but launch my berk, & yleld its direotion of others. I
found myself (1383) anchored in the speakers chair. _ -
While at Frankfort last winter the electlon of U.S. Senmator next winter, .:: .j
became freguently the subject of conversation, & my friends oftem . ...ii,.
expressed a desire to see me fill that office. In no instance, did I .,
express to a humen belng o desire to have nmyself brought forward as a .3 I
candidate. I have only said that if my friemds could elect me I would ' '
gorve. I shall mwelt with celmmess the eventw. which may follow, & which, -7
if I.am not again greetly deceived will settle forever whether I am to °
minzle in the strifes of politiocal 1life, or remain a private -citizen,
T hold it'to be every man's duty in a Fepubliec to serve his country when
called on, & in some cases to volunteer, but no ome ought, under the . ..
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country or his friends. In mg case all the ofi’ices I have ever filled
have been attended with pecuniary sacrifices bicause I have always been
gble to make more money b¥ attending to my private, & professional business
then I could by (139) eny salary ever paid me.; The fact that serving the
country has been to me an individual losa, hasihad the e ffect of meking me
perfectly independent in my course, & induced me %t gll times to examine
questions free from the tremmels of party, & S{mh, I hope will be my course
il

.,
i

T -,
R

pe
A D,

a2

S f

STV & st
e

S S S
3 Wla
e,



8l.

at all times hereafter, should I be called to fill any public station.

In the winter of 1845-6 my daughter Elize remeined with me in Frank-
fort during the session. My wife & two youngest children ceme up to
Brenkfort, by water ip February, & remeined untill the end of the session.
In June 1840 my wife & her children visited her paremts in Georgetown D.C.
T went with them es far as Wheeling, where they were met by her brother
Richard 8. Cox, who took them on & I returned. In July after my courts
were over I went after my wife & brought her home.in August. We reached
home sarly in Sept. In my absence I visited Richmond Va & the countyof
wmy birth. I saw my brother Henry, & an old schoolmate, (139a) David Mimms
in-Richmond. We returned home thro Harrisburg, Penn, & took the canal
there. While there we visited the state house & called on Gov Shank at
his office. At the capltol we saw the old chair used by John Hancook
while President of the o0ld onctinental Congress, & some of the original
parchment deeds made by the Indians to Wm Penn for the territory sold
him.

Since an entry was made inthis book I have lad one child, & two grand-
children born, On the 13th of Dec. 1844 abcout 11 o'clock A.M. on a clear
bright day my son Hobert was born in my own:ihouse in the middle room in
Bowling Green. My daughter Julia, has had tvro daughters. .
Nov 23rd About 8 oclock this elear, cold frosty morning my son Thomas
Rogers was born in my own house in the Eastiroom. He is a fine stout boy.
18486 I have named him after my Uncle Thomas Rogers, who 1s now upwards of BO
Nov 23 years old, who has lived a most exemplary life, who has shown me (1403
& his whole family acts of kindness & who is the best of the ante-
revolutionary stock. Uy grandfather Underwoocd was named Thomas. ,
1847 About the 10th of Jan. I was surveying on Leatherwood Creek in Adair
Co. when I received letters from fridnds in Frankfort, informing me that
they have determined to put me in nomination for the office of U.S.
Senator, & requesting me to visit them as speedily as I could. These
letters were sent me by express from Glasgow. B.B. Crump acting as ny
friend in the matter. I returned home thro a deep snow, & set out for
Frankfort in the Stage on the 12th af night, & reached there in less than
28hrs. I remained in Frankfort until the 18th of Feb, On the 1l2th of that
month being Friday, & on the 29th ballot I was elected to the senate of
the U.S. My election wes announced to me in my room. at the Weiseiger Home
by John G. Rogers of Glasgow. I was engaged at the time in wrlting a !
brief for the Court of Appeals. The balloting (140a) commenced on the. 28%h .
of January. My competitors among the Whigs were Ex-Gov. Letcher &lgg'pca.lf. |
The Democrats supported by A. G. Bewes, but had no hope of his elegtion "' |
from the beginning. <+ have thus been eleothd to the highest office held -,
under the Govermment except that of President, & judges of the Suproms " ) o
Court:, without ever proposing myself for ths station, or taking eny 8 top '“:‘ '
to induce others to bring me forward. - e
I have only said to those who spoke to me on the subject, that if . -
‘my friends could eleot me, I would accept the office with gratitude & "~
serve the country to the best of my ability. Gov Letcher has heen making
arrangemsnta for years. I have reason to balieve with view to secure the
office. He is a fine glectioneor. He tells anecdotes well, % ks & man
of excellent coumon sense. He was greatly mortified at his defeat.
Bafore the election took place & during the balloting, he made strong
1847 personal appeals to me to abeandon the (141) oontest, and let him be
eleoted without further opposition from me. He said in substance, that
in two years there would be another vacanocy in the Senate, that Mr. "
Crittenden would then retire, that if a Whig diministration then came
into power, Mr. ©. would become a member of the Cgbinet, and would there-
fore be out of the way and if a Democrat (as called) succseded Mr. Polk,
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_teward hig, that I should not have mournad had he been elected over Latqqhép‘

Mr. Crittenden could have no desire from his age, to return to the
Senateend engage in an unsuccessful warfare againat the ruling powers;

so that if I desired politieal promotion, I hed nothing to fear two years
hence from Mr. C. 88 an opponent. How then could I best secure such
edvancement? The Governor said by declining the contest, and by writing
to my friends, and plecing it upon the ground that I did mot wish to see
the Whig party further engaged in dividing and struggling emong themselves.
I would place myself upon the highest eminence in their esteem andhspei;.'ga.lly
among his friends in the upper part of the state; that in the Green (14la)
River country I would always meet with a strong support and by uniting

the two interests I would be lnvulnergble two years hence. He said more-
over that I was a mach younger men than he ,+that I was engaged in a
lucrative practice as a lawyer, aud that he was comparatively out of
employment, that he was poor, and that the &alary of the office was an
object to him. I listened to all these sugiestions with attentlon (in
which it may be perceived that there is not a singde consideration relating
to the interedts of the country) and answered that I had placed myself and
my pretentions in the hends of my friends and that I would do nothing
unless by their advice and direction that it was their movement entirely
which made me a candidate and that I oaould not with honor retreat or
decline as long as they thought proper to persist in voting for me,

I thought, but did not express it, that the Governor was rather
gelfish in asking me to retire, when from the first ballot, I had (142)
always received a larger Whig vote than he did and when I was a few votes
ghead of him on every ballot except two or three. After the election wasm
over 1 determined to give an entertainment, and accordingly made arrenge-
ment with my Landlord at the Weisinger House for supper for two hundred
persons., I invited all the officera of Government, every memebsr of each
branch of the Legislature, and those cltizens who were residents in Frank-
fort, and who had during the last thirty years shows me aobs of kindness
and hospitality when I had been emong them.

I elso invited my friends and soquaintances from different parts of
the state then in Frankfort. I sent tickets to some of my old fellow
soldiers, and had the pleasure to receive two of them, Jas. E, Davis of
b8xington, and Enock Duckees of Versailles as my guests. Davis and I
slept together on a straw pallet many nights on the shore of Lake Eris,
he being very sick end I afflicted with my,'wouid, Duckee, poor fellow,
Jost a leg. It was (142a) amputated in consequence of a wound which
shattered his knee. I also invited my ﬂomietitora, ex Governors Letoher
and Metcalf. The latter attonded the feast--sang two fine songs, and. .
was as jovial as any one there. Ho is & noble old man, He made me '

v 1

judge of the Court of Appeals, and such were my feelingg of gr-a.tiijqdé

‘and me. Indeed, I am mot sure but I should have ‘promoted that result had
it not been manifest from the beginning thet the county looked .to the | |
olection of Gov. Letcher or myself, and that Gov. Metoalf ‘stood ‘no¥ chence, |
Gov. Letcher did not attend my feast., He, howsver, called upon me at my . -
room in the morning and apologized, for deolining, by saying that he = o
supposed the enjoyments of the company would be greater wore he .a.'bsen'b

theh if present, and seid he was not on speeking terms with Mr. W-~and

Mr. B=- who he supposed had peen invited. I told him I was not apprised

of his personal (143) diffioulties with those gentlemen but supposed

that all parties would see the improprieties at once, of making snys/
allusion to privete broils at a convivial meeting. I then told him the
story of Gem. Jackson insisting that the members of his cabinet should RN
jnvite Mrs. Eaton to their large parties, lknotw-'.’rlshastand:mg she was not }

|
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* dollar, but in that fiase there wes no other way to deolde it. Corn, my

admitted to their femily ecircles. I told the Ex.Gov jocosely that
mine was a large party, end I thought he mi.ght attend even 1if Mr.W.
and Mr. H. were invited, but I did not tell him whether they were or
not. He then declined upon the ground that his presence would rather
mar then promote the enjoyment of the compang. I complimented his
motive and we parted.

The entertainmment cost me three hundred dollars. The members of the
Legislature began to feel very impatient before the election terminated.
It was proposed to me by two of the friends of Gov. Letcher, that he
should select a friend, and I one, and the two thus selected .should
retire and decide which of us should give way to the other. No guestions
(143a) were to be asked them how they came to the decision which they
should ennounce, but it was clearly intimated they would decide it by
1lot. Gove Letcher and myself both declined accepting to the proposition.

I won my commission in the Army by throwing heads and teils with a

opponent end I hed an equal number of voted--he proposed to throw up for
it == I agreed -- ho threw up the dollar -- I cried heads and 8¢ it came.
What my election to the Senate mey lead to is unkmown. I have just
placed myself in the hands of Providence » determined to exercise and use .
the faculties God hath given me for the promotion of the welferd of ny !
country, of my race and to leave the issues to Him. The great secret of
my popularity, in my opinion, is, the useful labor I have performsd for
my fellow creatures.
I have worked more than most men, and I have found that just in
proportion as I have made myself useful to o#hers, they esteemed and '
patronized me. There lies the (144) secret of popularity in a Republio.
"Be useful, and you are traveling the road o preferment."
On the 5th inst. I reached Scottsville having staid the night before i
at John Willoughby's with my brother, Warnersi I was engaged defending "
Reuben Lang, prosecuted for passing counterféit money when old Brutus arrived b
with a note from my wife, stating that a message had heen sent up from
Russellville after me, in consequence of the murder of Pr. Yames W.
Wilson, my brother-in-law. I quit business in court and set out for
Russellville. I met my sister Malvina about 4 miles from town. She had .
attended the funeral of the Dootor. He was murdered in his bed by seme
one unknown, on Sunday night probably about 2 hours before day, He . ..
received two blows on the top of his head, sach driving the skull into
his brain. He received one blow in the forehead, extending from the .-
middle to the left ear and driving the skull thro into his breii. There
were 2 other wounds. He was found by his old servant Jack at hin usual
hour of going into Jis (1443) room, end he gave the alarm,, .. by b
The Dr. slept in his shop, and for years never fastensd his doo;'s,
and his patients were in the habit of going in et night gnd waking him.:
up, getting prescriptions, ete. He fell a victim to his confidence in-
the society where he llved. He was a breve and fearless man and never::
suspected danger. His purse and pooket wallet containing about$l00. in
Tenn. Bank bills were missing, thus affording evidence that at least,
one, if not the only motive of the masassin tms gain. Dr. Wilson was : .
born on the 7th Jan., 1805. He married my sister Jane in 1828--ghe died
in 1830 leaving onre chlld a daughter nsmed EXisebeth Jane, who was born
on the 18th Apr. 1829, I remained in Russeliville until Seturday aiding -
the citlzens to find out the murderer, but a3l in vain. No clue to the
horrid act was discovered. On Saturday I returned home with my nieoce,
bringing her on the stage and riding horseback myself. FPoor childt I -
have never seen any one more deeply afflicted with the keenest anguish.
The unnatural and horrible deaeth of her Father was well calculated to .
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sxcite the (145) most painful end horrible sensations. She is thus
left without eny reletions nigher than uncles and aunts, with a large
estate. Just bntering on womemhcood, her first trial in life is of the
gloomiest and most awful character. I trust that the future may be more
propitlous, and that when time shall have soothed her grief that her
early sorrows may give way to security, peace, end joy.

Five weeks ago last Sunday, I went to Glasgow for the purpose of
attending a called court for the trial of B. Lewless. The night I
reached Glasgow I was taken with a chill and remained there for gbout
ten days when Dr. Rogers, my physician, th_oug_l‘ﬂ:_ 3 might safely be removed
upon a bed in a carrlage to the Chameleon Sp 'g‘é?' I was accordingly taken
and dined at Three' Forks, and went on after dinner. I remsined three
weeks at the Springs. Saturday before the election I returned home
¥y wife end younger children were with me at the Springs. I em still
quite feeble. I recover my strength very slowly. On the 3rd inst.

San Jacinto had a fine colt sired by Job. :

On yesterday the &th Sally had a daughter.

(145a) The election has terminated in'the defeat of Mr, Todd, and
the election of Mr. Clark to Congress. Thus after 16 years ascendency
of the Whigs in the District they are defeated.

About the 25th of this montk I left Bowling Green with my daughters
Eliza and Jene and my niece Maria Bell and:Elisabeth J, Wilson for
Washington City where we arrived safely on Sunday morning, DPeo. 5the We
traveled on the steemer to Louisville and hence to Cincinnati on the
Regular Packet line and so on to Pittsburg. At Maysville, Gen. L. Coombs
camo on board preatly to the delight of the company and traveled with us
to Washingtons. Our expenses wers $33, and some cents each. ,We stopped
at Colemen's Hotel. My daughter Jane and niece E. Wilson went to Miss
Englishes boarding school, and the rest to Brauner's hotel to live.

Todey took my seat in the Senate. Mr. Crittenden presented my
credentialse The vice President G. M, Dallas administered to me the oath
of office.

My daughters and nieces went to day to call on the Preosident and to see
the crowd (146) doing the same thing. We called on Ex-President Adems
also, .
I went with Gov. Metcdlf to pay our respects to the President called
as we went at Mr, Dicken's, I left the Gov., aftér wo went to the
Pregidents and called at Gen. Jesups, He was not in, and his daughters _
were prepariang to go out. I sent them my ocard end requested that they -
would not come down on my sccount, left, and returmed to my lodgings, it
There were fewer persons than usual on such ocoasions at the Pregidents, .

I suppose the cause of the empty rowms might be found in the.’gengrt_i].i ;o
indisposition to worship the waning moon. I cannot dignify the administras -
tien of Mr. Polk by saying the .setting sun: The Mexican 'War-which he‘w- i«
originated in vioclation of the Constitution for party purposes, regarding .
elgher its conception or termiration or both can never redound to the«:- "+
personal elevation of Mr., Polk'!s charecter for sggacity or morality as
a stptesman, with those who serutinize.the actlons and motives of men in
high places. : .

(146a) The Presidents course has been signally marked by blunders
and mendeclty; yet these which detraot from his character and prove him
to be deficlent in those high personel qualities so much admired in
Washington, may probably be overlooked, should the vast territories
annexed, turn out to be convenient auxiliaries in our advancement to
greatar woalth and power than were ever possessed by any other netlon,
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" pafused to concur in the substitute of the

If, however, the mcquisition of California and New Mexico only hasten the
severance of the Union and by their mines of gold supply exhaustless
stimulents to the views of avarice, and the corruptions of wealth, we
ghall find in these fatal consequences inmmergble reasons--but alas, too
late, for deploring the widkedness and folly not omly of Mr. Polk, but

of the nation in waging a war of conquest. The ques{ion now is, have we
heads and hearts enough to bring good to mankind out of, what seems to
me, portentous of evil. It may take fifty years to open theeyes of the
philosophic historian to the perception of the blessings or the evils

to result from the Mexiecan War. :

(147} The world decides upon the wisdon .or folly of acts by their
consequences and the world is not yet ready to pronounce judgement. I
made no remerk in this book during 1848, This only proves how intensely
I was employed in other metters. )

Last Saturday night closed the doings of, the 30th Congress.

Some of the events of that night and the next morning are worthy of
perpetusl remembrance. I record them here having taken a leading part in
some of them. Most of the night was spent in discussion upon the afmendment ' §
made by the House to the amendment made by the Senate to the Clvil and
Diplomatic Bill providing a govermment for Californis and finding that
i%w was impossible to pass a bill in the usual menner for the gowernment
of our new territories in comsequence of the question of slavery. Then
the civil and diplomatic Bills ocame from the House, I voted for the )
emendment, proposed first by Mr. Walker but modified at different times
subsequently, (147a) which gave the President authority to prescribe
temporary government for our newly acguired territories. The question was  k
whether we should concur with the House in adopting their subastitute. i
The violent pro-slavery men were all ageinst it, and so were the violent
"Freo Soilers.™ The consequence was that bﬁ a large mejority the Senate h
ouse, snd instsad of informing ‘
the House an opportunity to insist on its amendment or to recede and take i
the Senate's amendments to the Bill, the Senate rggarded the blll as passed
without any provision relating to the Government of the Territories. !
This course I regarded as highly improper and voted to retain the amendment
of the House., Fears of losing the entire bill (148) probably induced the
Senate to take the course it did. After mimdnight arrived, many Senators
regarded the 30th Congress as expired, & several refused from that hour
to take any part in the deliberations of the body. Senators Bemton & .. .
Cass were of the opinion that the 30th Congrwss was dissolved by lapsg of -
time at mignight on the 3rd of Mar. I was also of the same opinion, but i .. i
in consideration of the absolute necessity of passing the Civil &  ..w.: -k
diplomatic bill & upon the reflection that we were but perfecting
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completing measures already matured & thet there was no method by which
the aot could be declared unconstitutionsl, if approved & enrolled accords:
ing to the constitutional forms, I asquiesed in procesding to disouss &
vote after midnight. Senator Foote, of Miss. said we had no congtitutiona
power to act after midnight and after that hour ke made many s%eechea as
if he were addressing a towm meeting instead of the senate of 148a) .

U. 8. Senator Cameron of Penn whose term of ‘Bervice expired with the 30th
Congress was meking a speech after midnight when Mr. Foote placed himself
directly in front of Mr. Cemeron & said to him (as I was informed but hia
voice was toc low for me to hear what he sald, distinotly) "what are you
speaking here for? You are no senator & you had es well hush.” Thersupon
Mr. Cameron gave him a pretty severe slap on the jaw which sounded- thro
the Hall., Mr. Foote bowed significantly & retired. I expected a duel to -
be the consequence, but it was compromised. o
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After daylight on Sunday morning the Civil & diplomatic bill & the

bill extending the Revenue laws over California etc being prepared for

the signature of the President, Mr. Dodge of Iowa was appointed for the
double purpose of presenting these bills to the President for his approval

& of imforming him that the Senate had eloged their legislatige labors, &
were prepared to adjourn. At this time the. President had left the Capiiol

& was at his lodging at Willards Hotel asbout a mile distant (having left
the White House) Shortly before Mr Dodge left the Senate Chamber I
remarked to him (149) that I hoped he would hasten as all of us were much
fatigued & wished to edjourn. The sun was up when Mr. Dodge returned.

It was shining brightly thro the windows of the Senate Chamber when he
returned, & had been some 15 or 20 minutes previously. Mr. Polk's private
secretary Walker came with him, & a message from the Fresldent was

announced by the doorkeeper. 1 expected to hear some amnnunciation in
regard to the approval of a bill or bills, but was surprised to hear Mr.
Walker declare that he was instructed by the President to deliver to the
Senate a message or several messages lm writing. At the time of this
announcement I was standing in the side aisle which leads from the Vice
Presidents seat to the South entrance into the Senate Chamber thro which

I usually entered & retired, supposing that we should quick (149a) ly
adjourn, when I intended to leave in hdste. As soon as Mr. Walker stated
the nature of the communication he was directed to make, a motion was

made that the Senate should go into Executive session. It was put, &
carried, & the galleries cleared in a very short time for there were very
fow persons in them at that hour. The message was then read, & it contain=-
ed & nomination of two justices of peace for the Uistrict of Columbia.

I addressed the presiding officer (Senetor Atcheson of L gsouri occupying.
the chair) & objeoted to sonsiderin} the néminations. Under a rule of the
Senate no nomination can be considered on the day it is mede, if objected
to., When 1 made the objection & pause ensued & ndon o for a short space
said a word. The clerk then read another riessege nominating Mr. Hanapan
Benator from Indiana - for the office of Minister of Prussia. When the
clerk finished I addressed the Prssiding oificer & said in substance "that

I objected to the considerations of the nominations just read, that when

I objected to the consideration of the nomination of the justices of peace,
I hed no idea (150) that their nominetion was to be followed up by the
nomination of a foreign minister & hence I could not have made the objection
to considering the case of the justices with the view to follow my own '
preceddnt when the case of the minister was presented. ¥y objection was
based upon principle & therefore I ocould not be g respecter of personskd ..
must plece ministers & justices of peace upon the same footing, ' It was™ ..
manifest to my mind that the nomination of the .justices had been"artfully:
‘conceived & brought forward in the flrst instanoce in the exﬁeotggipéﬂ?gﬁtf{;L

_they would be confirmed without objection in consequence of the unimports’

ance % thus to lay the foundation ageinst objections to the’ time & manner, -
of nominating & foreign minister, when the case of Mr Hanagen was presented.
After I made my objection Mr Dodge of Jowa rose, & made a personal appeal
to me requesting (149a) that I would withdrew the objection to the
consideration of Mr Hanagen's nomination & assigned as reasons for the
regquest the oiroumstances in which he, his wife & children would be placed
in case he did not obtain the appointment. It was dlstinctly intimated
that the salary of the office wes essentidl to thelr comfort. When Mr.
Dodge ceased to speak Mr Berrien of Georgip also requested me to withdraw
my objections & said it was not usual ‘wher: Senators were nomlnated te

post pone the consideration of their nomixations under the rules of the
Senate. Both these Senators seemed to maﬂ}fest much zeal in behalf of Mr,
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. pomination, (158a) & the next dey when the Senate convened in pursuancs

Henggan. I rose & sagid in substance “"that.my objections were not based
upon anything personal to Mr Hanggean, he had always treated me court-
eously & if we were to have a minister to Prussia we might not probably
get & better men. My objeotions were based upon the belief that Mr

Polk had no constitutiomal power to nfminate on Sunday moraing the 4th of
March & that the Senate had no constitutional powsr to receive & consider
such nominations coming from him. .

I said the 30th Congress had been dissolved in my opinion at midnight
(151) by efflux of time % ome thikd of the Senators composing the 80th
Congress then passed out of office, & those Senators elected to fill their
Places were in office on the 4th of Mar, & were authorized to vote in the
confirmation or rejection of nominations made on the 4th. Mr. Polk was
inducted on the 4th of March 1845 & +the universal rule in computing time
was to exclude fractions of days & to include the day of the inaugueation
as one of the presidentisl term. Hence Mr Polk was not at this hour when
this némination was made the President of the United States, & could
perform no ‘act as such. Moreover thare was no necessity, as in the case
of the civil & diplomatic bill, of extending the late President's powers
on the duration of his office by oonstruction. I therefore would not

dissolved & when that was done (151a) those who thought they had powsr to
act could do as they pleased.™ With these Geclarations I walked out of
Chamber & went to my lodgings. When I left it was menifest that there were
not more than twenty senators present. There was not a quorum to do
business & I supposed my departure would made the want of & guorum so
manifest that nothing would be attempted further, particularly as I hed
declared that * would not withdraw my oBjectionse But those who remained
aftermy departure, being less than 18 or not more as Senator Hale afterwards
declared, ratified & confirmed the nomination of Mr Hanagan. How the
Jjournal of the Senate was made up I do not know, Certain it is that if

all the facts are stated it will present & curious case of violation of

the rules of the body &fof the Constitution of the T. States brought about
by party zeal in behalf of a partizen who had failed to secure a resleection
to the senate & for whom hia friends were anxious to provide.,. On the &th-
day of ¥arch Col. Z, Taylor delivered his inaugural, & was qualified to.. -
act as President by receiving the ocath of office,, Mr, Filmore alsg, took -
(152) his seat in the called executive session of the Senate a8 vice = . .y
President, When he deliversd his eddress the diplomatic corpg of foreign .. °;
gowernment were present & when Mr, F, alluded to the changes aooomplished v -
in our country by the ballot box, & that such things. could only be done ...
in the o0ld world by war & bloodshed, & thrill of oxoitement was menifested |
by the entire corps. The Vice Presidents statement seemed to produce . a LAY
disagreeable effect upon the foreign ministess then present., = . . ey B

The Senate continued in Execution session until the day of
March when it adjourned. I hastened home, & shall now devote myself to
my business as lawyer & land agent until it Yecomes necessary to go to
Washington next fall. ;

At the termination of the executive sesiion most of the Senators under
the decision of the Vice president received full mileage for & constructive
Journe®y mede to their respective residences & back again between the
adjournment of the body on bunday'morning after disposing of Hanagan!s

of a summons to us members given by Mr. Polk. In this way & upon this
pretext (some Senators received more than two thousand dollars The money
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wes placed to the Senators by the Secretary of the Senate, & the Senate
had nothing to do but receipt for the emount. ZThe emount cerried +o my
eredit for this constructive journmey was §592. that being the sum which
I am entitled to for performing the Jjourney from my residence by the
"usual road" to the Capitol. I would not take it, I regard the conduct
of those who did receive compensation for a constructive Journey as alto-
gother illegal & too plainly so to escape the charge of peculation. I
feel humbled when such mercenary motives take possession of the minds &
hearts of talented men (for talents of o very high order % great
attainments cammot be denied to many of them.) who compose the Senate, &
induce them to commit acts for which they will be ashamed when their conduct
is exposed to public reprobation. It is emong the greatest absurdities
ever perpetuated by men in the character of Legisletors, if the bongress
of the United States has by its legislation tolerated legal charges for
constructive journeys. The detention in g shington city operates upon
ell the (153) Senators alike, with regard to the distancs they live from
the Capitol Thus whatever interval of timé there was between the terminatioc
of the 30th Congress & the commencement of.the Executive Session, it becams
necessary that the Senators of Texas, Kentucky & Marylend who intended to
obey the summons of the President to spend it at or near the seat of
Government. This loss of time & the attendant expense fell equally upon
all of them, & that being equal, it is impossible to make a difference in
the rate of compensetion for such detention upon eny principal of justice.
And yet under the construction placed upon the law (& that too after a
contrary construction & practice had prevailed for near sixty years) for
a single day's detenmtion, A Poxlan Senstor received about 4 times £8 much
as would have been allowed me, & I should have received abouﬁpighteen times
a8 much as a Senator living in Baltimore & he about seventy five times less
than the Texian. Such injustice if it be law is disgraceful to the
intelligence & morality of the country which tolerates it, & if it be not
law (& I think it is not) then the conduct of the Senators in teking the
money)needs the epplication of no epithet to secure universal condemnation.
(153a '
I errived in Washington City this morning with my deughter “ulie

her two children & her nurse Sylvia--a colored girl--having staid last .
night at the Relay House. We should have gotten in last night but for an
accident. The Yocomotive ran off the track some 8 or 10 miles this.side |
the River. I left my daughters Eliza & Jane in Frenkfort with.thelr . ,it¢his
cousin Mrs Elizabeth Jane Sharp., . . . o L S
At Wheeling exemined the new.bridgw which was not finished,: .. g bt e

Col John Cox my wife's father died today having been taken gldc. .2 1’;
yesterday. He was born in Aug, 1776 & dded: in hisg 75th year. He.had been *
affected by paralytio strokes twice during ithe last 12 months,~ He'had.
lived a luxurious life, spent his property, was very popular, & mayor -,
of Georgetwon for 20 years successively. He had two wives the first a Migs
Smith--sister to Genl Walter Smith & Mr Richerd Smith Cashr of the- Bank ; '
of the Metropolis by whom he had a son & two daughters. The second wife
was Jene Threlkeld daughter of John Threlkeld of Georgetwon by whom he
had three daughters & four sons of whom my second wife Elizabeth wag the
dddegt child.
(154 ) ¥rs. Jane Cox was born in Jan 1795, died on the 4th of Feb, 184 7
at the home of Clement Cox son of Col Johm Cox, to which place she hed
been removed, a few days before,from the conflagration which consumed the
dwelling at the Cedars on the Heights of Georgetwwn. Clemént Cox died on

the 28th of Jan 1848. L
Mrs Mary Cox relict of Clement Cox was buried today having died on the
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‘admission it was done in a manner which (155a) seemed to say, " I Roﬁbt‘;_ ;

limbs are laboring with unnatural heat. Morphine cennot allay the paiﬁ &

89

20th. The parson who officiated made some towching & pathetic remarks
which he noticed the death of her husbend, hig Father & stepmother all
which ocourred in the seme house in so short a time.
Prior to leaving home I gave permission to my sleves David, his wife &
two children to go to Africa. I had previously sent a slave Harry to
Liberia. /I sent the following writing my views to my wife to give to
Davey on the departure of his family.
"Believing the institution of Slavery to be wrong in principle & injurious
both to the master & to the slave; believing \154a) that emencipation
cannot materially improve the condition of slaves ovmed by kind masters so
long as many of the important right & privileges of a free citizen are
withheld; & believing that the spparation of the races is neseccary for
the welfare of both blacks & whites; therefore I do hereby allow & permit
my slaves David His wife Polly, & their two children #ndrew & Irene, to
‘proceed under the care of the Agts. of the American Colonization Society
to Liberia & to settle & establishthemselves in Africa. But should they
or either of them return to the Ynited States of ‘merica & espeéially to
the State of Kentucky & remain longer than six months without my consent,
he or she so returning & remaining is in all respects to be subject to my
control es a slave, in the same manter he or she now is, and in that event
this instrument & all privileges granted by it to the person so returning, .
ere declared null & void. Given under my hand this 13th day of Jen 1880,

. J«Re Uniderwood. o .

The five slaves which I hgve liberated could have been sold for more than X%
#2000. I spaid $650 for David to prevent his:being separated from his 1.
wife. He had not renumerated me for the money, much less interest upon f%f
it. I paid my brother-in-law Horatio Cleland & Mr. D. R. Trotter (155) 1,
full value for thelr interest in Sally being two thirds. She was not a i
very healthy woman-~had given birth to many children all of whom were dead
but Andrew & Ireme. Her labor had not more than compensated me for the
expense of waiting upon her & her children. Harry the men whom I had
previously sent to Liberia was given me by my step grandmother Underwood
(X who was a sister of my grandmother Rogers) by her last will., Harry

was a pecullar man. He had been licenses by the Baptist Church to preach,.
He was the vainest most self sufficient man I ever kmew, He had a good _*
share of naturel talent, but his self esteem kmew no bounds. I de not, .zl
recollect that I ever asked him in the twenty years he lived with me whether,:.
he could do the thing I wanted done without receiving an affinmativg T
snswer. He would not ackmowledge a deficiency or believe that. he had eny=
except in the relation to the perfections of & true Christien, He would .
sttt he did not come up to the Gospel Stendard, but in meking the .. :

1

1

if truth required me to make it." P 3
:*.'*-'-3;2 PR B

Last nighf I staid in Georgetown &'slept-in the parlor éﬁ thé_Uhio

Hotel adjoining the sick room of my dsughter ~ulie upon one of the sofas,
I got up several times during the night & sat by Julia, famning &
affording her much consolation as I"was able %o administer. For some
days past her situation has been one of exeruziating agony. She has been
unable to turn herwelf in bed & complains of incessant pain in her left
hip & termination of the spine. SHe has been unable to sleep, Her




she throws her arms about evineing the greatest restlessness, & she
talks incessantly, asking us to change her position, give her ice, rub
her limbs, & then she burts forth into ejaculations to me & to God for
mercy. I have never witnessed a more distressing scems. Wearied with m
the watches of the night, & my spirits sunk at the prospect of the
speedy death of my daughter, I left Georgetown on foot about 6 ofclock
to return to my loggings in Washington, there to bathe change my linen,
rest & prepare for the watchings of another & perhaps last night with
Julia.

1850 I walked till I reached the point over Rock Creek opposite the

Aug 3rd large brick building on the hill to the left of the avenue. I heard
a carriage of some sort rattling on behind me & hed been thinking from
the time I left the hotel of the calamities: of human life & those
especially which had fallen to my lot. My .daughter Eliza was then at
home in Kenmtucky threatened with the permensnt loss of sight, & thus all
my efforts to meke her a splendid & accomplished woman as she is, seemed
about to result in a helpless & diseased being to be pitied & mourned
over thro life. I did not expect YJulie to live two days, & then what was
to become of her children Bettie & Loriny. These melancholy reflections,
& want of rest enervated my whole frame. I felt as if I could not walk
& as the vehicle behind me came up, I made a sign to the driver & asked
him to let me ride. He stopped & took me into his little wagon. (156s)
Vhen I left the hotel the hacks & omnibuses were not running at so early
an hour; so it seemed an act of necessity to walk. When overtaken by the
humble vehicle alluded to I could do no otherwise than to get in or to
walk. I chose the former & found myself seated by a large can of milk
which Mr Loughboro's Irish servant was going the round to supply permanent
customers & those who bought as they could.. Distressed as I was 1 gould
not exclude the thought that many of my acquaintances--not friends but
acquaintances would cast a contemptous look upon an Americen Semator
riding by the side of a driver in a market wagon. I made this reflection
upon the fact that a man is often placed in a low position by ciroumstanoces
which naturally & necessarly lead him to it, & which he cennot control &
that wisdom never cesures, until all the cirocumstaences are investigated,
I rode on, thinking it a matter of no consequence whother friend of K
ecquaintance should recognize me in the milk cart. The wise & considerate ./,
would say I had sufficient cause, & we need not trouble outsglvengbggt-ﬂ;;g
the opinion of fools who condemn without' investigation. The Irishman sgon ';

entered into conversation upon the most frisndly terms. It was ngtgﬁgla%uﬁéi

enough. I had made myself his equal & companion by asking to. ride mitng
him, (157) & accepting a seat. He told me he had & borther recently

from Irelandg, who waented a place upon a farm, in & garden-or: stable or . w
any where & moderate wages. He said his brother was industrious & handy! )
I could not help. While I continued with him he sold milk in as small 45,
quantities as a cents worth==---=poor woman purchased that morning-e--- :
double quantity as she seid, owing to the needs &f the childrem. She

took a gourdw=~-I1 8hall never regret that ride it troubled mes to see &

hear for the first time what passed between the milkmen & his oubtomers

Just bbfoee I got out of the carriage I pulled out my purse. It so

happened there was very little in it & 1t made a poor show. I had two

small pleces of silver & a $5 gold plece. Vhether my Irish friend saw

from the looks of my purse that it was nearly empty & supposed I had

nothing to spare I know not. But he quickly asked what I took it out for,

I told him to compensate him for his kindness in allowing me %o ride. He
shook his head & said no, no, & gave mo & look which plainly said, I choose




(157a) to retain the satisfaction of having done & generous doed. I
heve often witnessed this sentiment in the humbler walks of 1life, &
5 left the vehicle with more affection for the Irish driver than for
meny I bave met with of high pretentions, upon the same length of
eacquaintance. :

 Kfter a good sleep bath & refreshment 1 returned to Georgetwon &
gwound Julia no better. The Doctor edvised the use of the lancet &
thet the swelling should be opened. This was done in the afterncon &
gave immediate reliefe—eem=w=e-- ceased & I returned home to take-——==-
rest in my own rooms.

Such is life & its daily incidents.

{The above is the dairy bf'Joseph Re Underwood--copied by Byrd Rogers—-
finished Nov. ,17th, 1892.)




