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Brendan J. Sullivan

Intro to Folk Studies – FLK 276
Fall 2009

Cody Duty, 21, Male

Decatur, Texas

English

Bowling Green, Ky.

Tuesday, September 29, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM: 

United States, Texas, South Central. The genre of this example of folklore is folk speech. 

COLLECTED BY:
Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM:
Folk Speech: “That girl sure is a tall drink of water”

CONTEXT: 

Earlier in the semester I was walking with Cody down the hill. He made sure he had my attention and said 


“That girl sure is a tall drink of water.”

I was very confused and didn’t question him until the next day. I mentioned it in front of  his girlfriend not knowing what it meant.  She got the gist of what I was saying because she said she remembers hearing his brothers saying that when she came home to visit him in Texas. Cody said he got this phrase from his father who would always say this on the sly when he and his father would hang out (generally in public places). When asked why he uses such a phrase he replied, “It is a way to comment on how sexy a woman is looking without coming out and being blunt about it.” His girlfriend Alyssa, from Connecticut, said that she had never heard the term before; until she heard his brothers say it in a setting, surrounded by beautiful women. She implied that they were commenting and checking out various women. Cody’s definition is a sexy woman with long legs who you would like to get to know. He said it would be equivalent to a man in the north saying, “She is a sexy long legged lady that I would like to take home.”

MY ANALYSIS:

Initially when I heard this, I was confused and unsure what the phrase meant. When hearing the term used in context, it became clear and I made a few assumptions. I think in Cody’s family of four men it is their way of acknowledging that there is an attractive women present. It’s their discreet way of being “men” without the wife or mother catching on.

ANNOTATION:

SpecialK. Ask MetaFilter. 2006. What’s the etymology of “Tall Drink of Water”?.

http://ask.metafilter.com/44401/Whats-the-etymology-of-Tall-Drink-of-Water (accessed September 29, 2009).

Daniel Mehmet, 21, Male

Haddon Township, New Jersey

English

Haddon Township, New Jersey

September 12, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM: 

The Country and region of the folklore item is in the northeastern part of the United States. The genre of the folklore is a superstition.

COLLECTED BY:
Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM:

There is a superstition that when you drive through a tunnel all passengers must hold their breath, and the driver must cross his arms while gripping the steering wheel.

CONTEXT:

I specifically remember when this occurred in front of me when I was traveling with Dan and his family to the Pocono’s in Pennsylvania. I was a junior in high school. Without any prior notice and instruction at the exact moment we entered the tunnel in his Suburban his mother said “Ready, go!” I looked around at his family of seven children between the ages of 9 and 22 (one of which who had to sit on the floor due to space) and I was confused and noticed everyone holding their breath. Mr. Mehmet, the driver, had his arms crossed and locked on the steering while driving through the tunnel. Their reason for doing so is that the driver is responsible for everyone therefore he must cross his arms and make a wish. The other passengers just sit there and tried to hold their breath the entire way through, if they fail their parents told them that the monster in the bottom of the lake where they went tubing would take them under water. The ride through the tunnel lasted about 90 seconds and the only one who successfully did it was his father (who was a shade of blue) whose nose was held shut by his wife. Though most of Daniel’s brothers and sisters were at least 13 at the time it is more of a tradition than a belief. Dan said that his parents have been doing this with his family twice a year when they go to their vacation house for as long as he could remember.

MY ANALYSIS:

I think this tradition exists in their family because it is entertaining superstition, which can be passed on from generation to generation. Tunnels typically travel through a solid or liquid, which humans cannot breathe within. Therefore, before entering this tunnel, travelers challenge one another to see if they can make it to the other side of the tunnel without breathing by holding their breath. I think that the Mehmet’s variation is unique because they relate it to the monster in the lake that they are traveling to. They personalize it to entertain the young children in the family. The tunnel is an area of liminal space; this space serves as a transition between two areas or compounds that could possibly lead to a new perspective. 

ANNOTATION:

Schmieg, Sebastian. 2008. Hold your breath! Superstitions and Traditions. http://keenkid.wordpress.com/2008/05/07/hold-your-breath/ (September 20, 2009).
Anonymous, 22, Male

Asked not to state home city, state.
English

Bowling Green, Kentucky







October 14, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM: 

This drinking game has originated in the South Central region of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM:

Due to the possibility of damaging his career as a swimmer he wishes to be referred to as anonymous. His freshman year in 2006 at Western he attended a swimmers party to celebrate after winning their swim meet. He recalls the senior swimmers chanting to the entire freshman group. 

“Here's to brother ___, brother ___, brother ___, Here's to brother ___ whose with us tonight, he eats it, he beats it, he even mistreats it, here's to brother ___ whose with us tonight so drink mother fucker drink mother fucker drink mother fucker drink.” 

All the upper classmen circle around the freshman and sing loudly to pressure them into drinking quickly in the senior swimmers home. They all yell “go” until he is done drinking. If they determine the freshman is taking to long to finish his beer, he must chug another one. If he spills a senior’s drink then he must chug another beer as well. The object of this game is for the seniors to state how they are a superior on the team and to chug quickly because if you don’t you will just have to drink even more. In the blanks you place the freshman’s name or if it is more then one you would sing, “Here’s to the freshman.” This drinking game “has been a tradition of our swim team for a long time,” said the Western Kentucky University senior swimmer. He was taught the game as a freshman and through tradition he passes it on to the current freshman he now sings it to. Four years from now they will be singing it to the freshman in 2014. 

MY ANALYSIS:

I think this game is simply about power and being superior and older than the bottom of the chain. It’s played to show that you need to respect your older teammates. It states that you have been a freshman once too and “paid the price” and now it is the turn of the newer teammates. 

ANNOTATION:

Aephi Alum. 2002. Drinking Songs. Greek Chat. http://www.greekchat.com/gcforums/showthread.php?t=27705 (accessed December 2, 2009)

    Matthew Malloy, 24, Male

Westmont, New Jersey

English

Haddon Township, New Jersey

November 28, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM: 

This superstition was learned and heard in the northeast location of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM:

When catching up with an old friend from high school over a web cam on the Internet, I watched this superstition unravel. Matt introduced his grandmother, Sherry to me. She apologized for not being able to bend over to make her face visible in the screen and mentioned her back was hurting. She then looked at Matt grabbed his arm and asked, “Matt did you step on a crack?” He replied with a confused response of “No.” She asked him “Haven’t you ever heard that saying, step on a crack break your grandmothers back?” He said of course and then she walked off to the kitchen. When I asked Matt what he thought that superstition meant, he told me that it means his grandmother just truly cares about him.

MY ANALYSIS:

When I brainstormed about what I thought this “magic” could be, I think it means that our bad decisions affect all who are closely involved in our lives. For example, if I were to make a bad decision then I am “stepping on a crack” in response to stepping on that crack or making that bad decision it will affect someone close to me like my girlfriend, my mother, or grandmother. This magic and superstition is only applied by a cause and an affect. For example, if A happens then in return B happens.  

ANNOTATION:

Austin, Regina. 2002. Step on a Crack, Break Your Mother’s Back”: Poor Moms, Myths of Authority, and Drug-Related Evictions from Public Housing. Yale Journal of Law and Feminism. 14: 272-279.

  Samantha Hillis, 24, Female

Nashville, Tennessee

English

Bowling Green, Kentucky

November 30, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM: 

This jump rope rhyme was collected in the South-central part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM:

At the age of 7 when Samantha was in dance class, they used this jump rope rhyme as a way to learn rhythm and beat. The members of her dance class located in Nashville, Tennessee tried to dance to the rhyme.

“I'm a little Dutch girl 

Dressed in blue. 

Here are the things I like to do:

Salute to the captain,

Bow to the queen,

Turn by back on the submarine. 

I can do the tap dance, 

I can do the split, 

I can do the holka polka 

Just like this.”

She said once her class and her conquered the rhythm and beat then they eventually learned to act out the rhyme while jumping. All the children would circle around the members who were spinning and jumping the rope and chant the rhyme.

MY ANALYSIS:

Whither children know it or not it teaches children how to address and say hello and goodbye to important figures in our society.  Solute the captain showing honor and respect, bow to the queen showing royalty and power turn your back on the submarine implying we like peace not war.

ANNOTATION:

Munyard, Ronald. 1999. Little Dutch Girl. Christian Home Education. http://www.homeschool.co.uk/resource/jump-rope/little-dutch-girl.html (accessed December 5, 2009).

           Dane Pinsky, 23, Male

Westmont, New Jersey

English

 

 Bowling Green, Kentucky

October 18, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This folk game was collected from the northeastern part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM:

Since Dane Pinsky was 5 years old, he always played a card game called 7-27. He was taught how to play this game from his grandmother, Henritta Rogers. Whenever they would visit one another, it was mandatory that they play the game together.  According to Dane, most people play with game pieces such as chips or candy, but Dane and his family always play with pennies. The grandmother would supply the pennies in her designated penny sack. The game played with at least four players starts with each player being dealt two cards, one face up and one face down. Face cards are worth .50 of a point and a numbered card is worth the value on the card and an ace is worth either 1 or 11. The object of the game is to add up to the closest to or equal to 7 or 27, (without going over). They use pennies as game pieces and they also allow the winner at the end of the game to keep the pennies he or she has collected through bets. This collection item also touches on the Jewish stereotype about how they are tight with there money. The stereotype of Jews include that they pick up pennies and save their money. Every year on the anniversary of his grandmother’s death the Pinsky’s gather as a family and play 7-27 in her honor while the “Grandma candle” burns on the table. 
MY ANALYSIS:

After hearing this story from Dane, I came to the assumption that this passed down game with personal variation is more of a sentimental, memory of their grandmother. It’s something that brings joy to them because it makes them remember the times when their grandmother was across the table teaching them how to play with her voice and touch. Dane claims that he will share this game with his children someday telling them how this game came about and who he learned it from. Games are something that bring people together and bring about, challenging, entertaining, and competitive fun. 

ANNOTATION:

7-27. 2009. Burn Poker. http://www.burnpoker.com/7-27 (accessed December 1, 2009)









        Ben Spielberg, 21, Male,

Westmont, NJ

English

Haddon Township, NJ

September 23, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This folk food way and holiday lore was collected from the northeastern part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM:

Potato Hanukkah Latkas are a tradition Jewish folk food that Ben Spielberg has been brought up with ever since he can remember. Ben has been raised in such a diverse culture, because his mother is Indian and his father is Jewish. He says his mother has converted to Judaism and has taken over the role of passing on the Jewish traditions from her in-laws. This folk food the latkas are cooked and eaten in celebration of Hanukkah. The reason why latkas are used as the celebration food is because the oil is a key ingredient to the story behind it. In the Temple in Jerusalem there was sacred oil. The amount of oil was enough to keep the candles lit for one day. The Jews prayed and the oil ended up lasting 8 days and that’s why there are 8 days of Hanukkah. Therefore they cook the latkas is this oil, representing the miracle that took place when God somehow made the oil last 8 days. I personally have been over Ben’s house when they are preparing latkas and it is like a family event, everyone is in the kitchen together and bonding. The mother is in charge stating the recipe loud and clear while Ben and his two sisters help prepare the meal. The latkas are shredded potatoes mixed with shredded onions stirred with 1 egg per 2 potatoes. Once mixed together the pancake shaped latkas are fired in a frying pan filled with canola oil until a crispy golden brown. Latkas eaten especially during Hanukkah are part of meals throughout the day, not designated for breakfast, lunch or dinner. 

MY ANALYSIS:

Today I think their tradition of cooking an eating latkas is simply bonding and getting together as a family preparing something they all enjoy by celebrating something important and meaningful. It was something his mother learned from her in laws and she continues the tradition her husband had while he was a child.

ANNOTATION:
1996. History. A&E Television Networks. http://www.history.com/content/hanukkah/hanukkah-                          traditions/latkes (accessed November 30, 2009).

James Sullivan, 56, Male

Haddon Township, New Jersey

English

Bowling Green, Kentucky

October 1, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This example of folkspeech was collected from the northeastern part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM:

Growing up as a child my dad would always make a reference to two men named “Hobby Sha Sha” and “Simon Dinger.” For years I never questioned who they were or how he knew them. When I was 12 years old or so I got curious to ask my dad about these men. He told me they were make-believe people. They did not exist and their names took place as a neutral name. He would also use it to reference an anonymous person. Using the names “Hobby Sha Sha” and “Simon Dinger” was similar to using the names, “John Doe” and “Joe Blow.” It references to people whose names you forget, people you didn’t know or the people as a whole. James said his father John Sullivan always talked about “Hobby Sha Sha” and “Simon Dinger” to him and his brothers. James thinks his father got the names from when he was in the Navy, because he especially used the reference when talking about random members in the Navy whose names he couldn’t remember.
MY ANALYSIS:

I find this slang to be comical; because they are uncommon names that seem unrealistic. I definitely think the only reasoning to using these names in this context is to refer to someone who is unknown and used in the same way you would use the “John Doe” references.  

ANNOTATION:

Denicke, Ernest. ????. The Killing of an Unknown Man. Virtual Museum of the City of San Francisco. http://www.sfmuseum.org/sfpd/06pd4.html (accessed on December 3, 2009)
James Sullivan, 56, Male

Haddon Township, New Jersey

English

Bowling Green, Kentucky

October 1, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This nursery rhyme parody was collected from the northeastern part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM:

This nursery rhyme is a twisted version from the original; Jack and Jill went up the hill to get a pale of water. “Jack and Jill went up the hill each had a quarter.  Jill came down with 50 cents and they didn’t go up for water.” James claims to have heard that joke from a man at his work in Paulsboro, New Jersey.

MY ANALYSIS:

I think this is a nursery rhyme that has changed into a comical joke rated PG 13.  I think this joke means that Jack paid Jill a quarter to have sex with him at the top of the hill. Jill is either a prostitute or a whore, accepting money for sex.

ANNOTATION:

Ma-humbug, Pogue. 2005. Jack and Jill. Adult Nursery Rhymes. http://msgboard.snopes.com/cgi-bin/ultimatebb.cgi?ubb=get_topic;f=62;t=000900;p=1 (accessed on October 18, 2009)

Michael Bernard, 22, Male

Haddon Township, New Jersey

English

Haddon Township, New Jersey

November 26, 2009
COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This holiday lore and folk custom was collected from the northeastern part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM: 

The Philadelphia Mummers parade is a parade held in downtown Philadelphia every year on January 1st to celebrate the New Year. It has been a tradition in Philadelphia since the year 1900 and is one of the oldest traditions in the country. This parade has hundreds of bands that perform and act while marching and playing music in a very colorful outfit. There are four sections to the Mummers; (from least impressive to the most impressive) there are the comics, fancies, string bands, and fancy brigades. Michael Bernard, a friend of mine from High School is a Mummer along with his two brothers and father. The Bernard’s are a part of the Woodland String Band. The Woodland String Band is a tradition within the tradition, which was established in 1926. There are 137 members in the club and 67 members in the band. This tradition is taken very seriously, with massive investments with time and money. In 2007 the Woodland String Band spent $130,000 in costumes, and all the preparation leading up to the New Year. They have spent as many as 15 months preparing for the parade. For example they might prepare for the 2008 parade in October of 2006. They are judged and compete to only win a total of $10,000. They are judges based on their performance, drill, costume and how they drill correlated with the music. Michael plays the banjo, bass fiddle and the bass drum, his father Will, 52, plays the banjo, his brother Bill, 26, plays the alto sax and his brother Sean, 24, plays the tenor sax.
MY ANALYSIS:

This is a three way tradition, it a tradition of the city of Philadelphia, it is a tradition of the Woodland String Band, and it is a tradition in the Bernard family. The idea that Mumming is a way of life has been passed down through the generations while the oldest member of the Woodland String Band Club is 92 years old and the youngest is 10 years old. This tradition is all year commitment which all comes down to about a 13 hour march through out the streets of Philadelphia. This parade serves as a rite of passage ceremony. This tradition is the celebration of finishing a year and starting a new year. People come together to celebrate what has happened in the past year, but more importantly come together to celebrate the beginning of a new year. The members march in the streets, which serve as a stage. Marching through the city, leaving the old (year) and marching into the New Year. It is an incredible site to see. 

ANNOTATION:  

2008. Keyword Policy. The Philadelphia Mummer’s Parade. http://mummers.com/ (accessed December 5, 2009)

        Ben Spielberg, 21, Male,

Westmont, NJ

English

Haddon Township, NJ

September 23, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This Indian folk custom and Indian folk belief was collected from the northeastern part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM: 

In India they have a superstitious tradition called the Onursan. At the age of about 8 months old, a newborn Indian child would take part in a traditional ceremony with their family in friends. The baby wears a festive hat while everyone claps and sings. Proceeding the clapping the baby is given a bowl full of objects. People of India believe that whatever the baby pulls out from the bowl first is a sign of the baby’s future. If the baby grabs the coin that signifies the baby will be rich, if the baby grabs rice the baby will be a farmer, if the baby grabs the pen the baby will be a scholar and so on.  

MY ANALYSIS:

I find this activity to be a very interesting concept. I am surprised I haven’t heard of similar things being done here in the United States because I think it can be compared to the United States fortuneteller’s, which are quite popular. I find it interesting what the items in the bowl signify. The items in the bowl are typically items that you associate with that profession and or characteristics. For example, if you were to think of items that are associated with scholarly or smart people, I think of items such as a book or a pen. Since a pen is much smaller in size I believe that’s why and the pen is used to represent a scholar or smart child. 

ANNOTATION:

2009. NRI Online Pvt Ltd. Indian Traditions, customs, religions, festivals, pooja. http://www.nriol.com/indianparents/indian-traditions.asp (accessed November 29, 2009)

Renee DiNella, 29, Female,

Haddon Township, NJ

English

Haddon Township, NJ

October 4, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This Italian family foodway was collected in the northeastern location of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM: 

Renne DiNella a 29, year old school teacher has been a part of her families Seven Fishes Traditional dinner since her first Christmas Eve. Every Christmas Eve the DiNella family has a tradition Italian meal called the Seven Fishes. According to Renee the dinner is called the Seven Fishes because in Italy a lot of the towns were made up of poor fisherman. Therefore, they couldn’t afford expensive meats so they would sneak back off the boats with the things they didn’t have to buy, which was seafood. In time this tradition made its way to the American Italians through people like DiNella’s great grandfather who was from Italy. The meal does not consist of any meat; it is strictly, seafood, fruits, vegetables and starches. “It is the best and most important time of the year,” said DiNella. The Italians are known for having two kitchens one for show and one for the hard-core cooking. DiNella recalls her grandmother Mary DeFinise (DiNella) chopping the head off an eel in the sink on Christmas Eve. “The memories is what is important and is what I always took away from this tradition,” said DiNella.

MY ANALYSIS:

This is an even that is all about being together as a family, for one common cause that is to be celebrated. It brings families together during good times not during bad times such as funerals and its sole purpose is to bond, celebrate heritage, eat and relax.  Seeing DiNella talk about this brought joy to her as she talked about the 30-35 members of her family gathering together and having fun eating and drinking followed by squishing in a school bus and going around the city caroling. 

ANNOTATION:

Liberati, Maria. 2007. Traditional Italian Feast of the Seven Fishes. Gomestic. http://gomestic.com/cooking/traditional-italian-feast-of-the-seven-fishes/ (accessed November 29, 2009)

Chip Gilock, 21, Male,

Franklin, Kentucky

English

Bowling Green, Kentucky

October 30, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This supernatural legend was collected in the south-central part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM: 

Chip Gilock heard about this haunted house from a friend of a friend. He was told that he should go investigate and check out what he can find, because Gilock is a Paranormal Activity Investigator. He was told there once was a man who lived there who killed his wife and his two daughters and then hung himself in the house for no apparent reason. Paranormal investigators Chip Gillock, a senior from Franklin, and Patrick Merry, a former Western student from St. Louis, explore an abandoned home off of Louisville Road in Bowling Green, Ky., on October 30, 2009 in search of paranormal activity. “Erica McGuire, from Aurora, Ill., decided not to go into the house to investigate because they said they were getting bad feelings about being there.” Gillock, Merry and I went into the home a numerous time Gilock told me not to walk near the staircase because he had bad feelings about it. “I closed my eyes and had a vision about what happened at the house,” McGuire said. “I could see a man hanging. He killed all three of the inhabitants of the house and then killed himself.”

MY ANALYSIS:

While I was involved in this activity I didn’t believe it because none of the things they were telling me about had happened to me. I didn’t have a funny feeling about it. I didn’t see anything. I didn’t hear anything. This could be because I wasn’t open minded therefore, I didn’t experience anything. I think it could be a mind game, if you tell yourself they are true facts then your mind begins to create what you believe and think about. For example, if I say think about anything except apples, more then likely you are thinking about apples.

ANNOTATION:

Barzack, Mary. 2009. Students Investigate the Paranormal. College Heights Herald. http://www.wkuherald.com/?s=Paranormal+Activity&x=0&y=0. (accessed November 1, 2009)

Francis Gardler, 41, Male

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

English

Bowling Green, Kentucky

October 5, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This contemporary legend was collected in the northeastern part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM: 

There was a superstition told to children of the city of Philadelphia, Pa. Any time there was a heavy rain in the city, the boats would be coming to pick us up, even though we didn't live anywhere near water.

MY ANALYSIS:

I think this means that due to living in a big dirty city the flow of water and the build up of the sewers clogs up quickly due to trash and unknown run off of water. Therefore the street would flood because there wasn’t any nearby bodies of water. In order to make it to the schools to pick your children up, a boat would be needed because cars and truck would not make it through the water. Therefore they would send boats to take the kids home.

Gail Sullivan, 56, Female

Haddon Township, New Jersey

English

Bowling Green, Kentucky

October 1, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This family holiday lore, folk custom and folk-art was collected in the northeastern part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM: 

At the age of 12 Gail Sullivan, her two sisters, 10 years old and 14 years old, and her brother 7 years old always painted eggs the night before Easter. What they did was they stuck a pin in the bottom and top and blew the yolk out from the egg. That way the egg would last longer then a painted hardboiled egg.  Not only would she only use this for Easter, but also she recalls at least two Christmas’ where she painted Easter eggs with her siblings to put on the Christmas tree. Now our family of 4, my sister who is 7 years older than I, and my parents still do that today because my mom insists we blow the yolk out to make sure the egg lasts longer.

MY ANALYSIS:

The reason for doing the blowing out the yolk method to me understanding is an empty egg is very light, easy to hang and it doesn’t smell bad. This tedious activity would be well worth an egg free smell in your home. Also my mother does not want to be the reason family traditions fall apart. She doesn’t want to be to blame for the breaking of the chain. Wants to continue what she learned.

ANNOTATION:
Eam, Sherry. 2007. How to Blow Out an Egg. eHOW. http://www.ehow.com/how_4824247_wash-out-egg-shells-crafts.html (accessed December 2, 2009)

      Gail Sullivan, 56, Female
Haddon Township, New Jersey

English

Bowling Green, Kentucky

October 1, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This folk speech was collected in the northeastern part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM: 

At the age of 8 Gail Sullivan who was currently living in Lowell, Mass. would occasionally take a trip to Syracuse, NY with her parents to see her grandmother, Loretta Turner. It was quite obvious that Gail and her parents were spending the night due to the distance and everyone they would be sleeping over. But, every time Gail walked in with her luggage in hand her Grandmother, Loretta Turner would say, “Do you have your pea shu?”

Then Gail would reply, “Yes.” and that would clarify that they were indeed spending the night. It was a validation code. They knew what it meant without saying it exactly.

MY ANALYSIS:

This is a cool genre because it is very secrete, personal and unique. Her grandmother Loretta Turner would ask if she had her slippers but she would say “pea shu” in French as a top secrete word and operation.

Gail Sullivan, 56, Female

Haddon Township, New Jersey

English

Bowling Green, Kentucky

October 1, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This folk metaphor with an extension was collected in the northeastern part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM: 

Every time my Gail Sullivan’s father Henry Turner called Gail she would ask how he was doing. He would always reply with “I feel like a million bucks, said Turner. “But, I forgot to tell you it’s all in pennies.”

MY ANALYSIS:

I think this deep down inside means that he feels great and happy, but in order to feel great and happy he must work hard. All those pennies would be heavy causing him to be tired or worn out. It’s still the same amount but he may have had to work harder to receive that happiness.

ANNOTATION:
Nugent. 2005. Feel Like a Million Bucks. Word Reference. http://forum.wordreference.com/showthread.php?t=10745 (accessed December 7, 2009)
Gail Sullivan, 56, Female

Haddon Township, New Jersey

English

Bowling Green, Kentucky

October 1, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This family holiday lore was collected from the northeastern part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM: 

Gail Sullivan, 56, of Haddon Township New Jersey has made it her goal to give each of her children Brendan Sullivan and Renee DiNella a Christmas ornament on Christmas. Each ornament has something to do with each child and their hobbies and somewhere on the ornament states the year. This tradition of hers which she plans to never break that she learned from her mother, who gave her my mother an ornament every Christmas until she moved out of the house.

MY ANALYSIS:

Parents raise their children, leading them off on the right foot, teaching them the tools the need for later on in life. I think my mother’s goal in this is to give my sister and me a building block in which we can build on once we get out on our own starting a new family. 

ANNOTATION:
Abler, Stacey. 2009. Choosing Annual Christmas Ornaments for Children.  Suit101. http://kids-holiday-activities.suite101.com/article.cfm/choosing_annual_christmas_ornaments_for_children

(accessed December 6, 2009)

Robert Rimington, 21, Male

Franklin, Kentucky

English

Bowling Green, Kentucky

December 4, 2009

COUNTRY [REGION] & GENRE OF ITEM:

This sign superstition was collected from the south-central part of the United States.

COLLECTED BY:

Brendan Sullivan

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM: 

Rob Rimington’s mother Tiffany of Franklin believes caterpillars can predict the weather. If the caterpillar is all black when approaching winter then the winter will be mild. If the caterpillar is slightly red there will be a severe winter.

MY ANALYSIS:

Animals are smart and they adapt due to their environment and its condition. For example, a chameleon changed its color to match its environment or animals develop a thick coat of fur during the colder months. Animals adapt for what’s to come, therefore I could understand why she has this belief. Black is not a vibrant color therefore it could be a mild winter, red is vibrant and loud, signaling a severe winter. Red is used as a warning color, signifying caution. 

ANNOTATION:
Giannetta, Charles. 2003. Wooly Bear. Giannetta Weather. http://www.enter.net/~wxdata/wooly.htm (accessed December 6, 2009)
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Anonymous, 22, Male
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English

Michael Bernard, 22, Male
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English

Camden County College Student

Cody Duty, 21, Male

Decatur, Texas

English

Western Kentucky University Student

Francis Gardler, 41, Male

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

English

Ohio University Master’s Student

Samantha Hillis, 24, Female
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English

Western Kentucky University Student

Matthew Malloy, 24, Male

Westmont, New Jersey
English

William Patterson University Graduate

Daniel Mehmet, 21, Male

Haddon Township, New Jersey

English

Moravian College Student

Dane Pinsky, 23, Male

Westmont, New Jersey

English

William Patterson University Graduate

Special Education Assistant

Robert Rimington, 21, Male

Franklin, Kentucky

English

Murray State University Student

Ben Spielberg, 21, Male
Westmont, NJ

English

Stanford University Student

Gail Sullivan, 56, Female

Haddon Township, New Jersey

English

Vitamin Sales Woman

James Sullivan, 56, Male

Haddon Township, New Jersey

English

Oil Refinery Mechanic

TYPES OF MATERAL:

4 Items of Holiday Lore

3 Items of Superstition

3 Items of Folk Speech

2 items of Folk Customs

1 Indian Folk Belief 

1 Jump Rope Rhyme

1 Folk Game

1 Drinking Game

1 Jewish Folk Food way

1 Indian Folk Custom

1 Italian Folk Food way

1 Nursery Rhyme Parody

1 Supernatural Legend

1 Contemporary Legend

1 Sign Superstition

1 Folk Art
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