S
Ao 7o Hf\‘{‘fs)
X i
Greenville, Kentucky
Ootober 11, 1932
Dear Friend:

Your letter was received I am sorry that I can not
send you the scrap-book as you request, but, you see, it
does not belong to me. It belongs to HMiss Sue Bzrkley.

I have only borrowed it to make copies of Cole Haysles
poema and some others by Kentuclkfense.

However, I am malking s list of the poems and articles
in the scrap book which were written by or about Col Hays.
Also I an sending you a copy of the clipping which tells
something of Mr. fays visit to Greenville. I do not
¥now when this took place. It was probably after 1904
as the scrap book was started in that year.

Iy only reason for gathering such naterial is the
fact that I am interested in Kentucky writerse I have
gathered quite a bit about other writers. You ask if
this is a business proposition or a favor. If I were
able, I would be glad to pay for the information that
I asked, but I only graduated from high school in May
and have as yet no way to earn any roney.

As you know, lr. Rothert wrote a History of Mihlen-
berg Countye That is the county in which I live. In
school this year, we were required to write a thesis on
some subject in which we were interested. I was interested
in the writers of liy home county. I began gathering
material. VWhen I was ready to hand in my papers it was
impossible to hand in all the material, so I made an
outline of it. the outline covered some 59 pages.

A copy of this paper is in the Filson Club Archivese
Mr. Rothert helped me considerablys and when the time
for the graduation exercises came he sent me a copy of
his "Madison Caweine.” He had previously sent copies of
three of his other boolse. S

After school was out, I began to look into. the
writers of Xentuckys and gather what I could about thetk
lives and works. I have something about a number of the
writers and it was to learm more of Col. Hays that I
wrote you. I thought that it would be fun to have
nore about Kentucky than anptne else in towme

You say that you have helped peopnle with geneological
~researche I helped a woman from Paducah, A lrse Ruth
Curd, for some time this surmere. She was trachmg the
Rice family tree back to England, or back to make comnmection
with a family tree that had already been compiled.

If you cannot help me, please let me lmows

Sincerely yours,

MSS 28 | Manuscripts & Folklife Archives, Library Special Collections, Western Kentucky University



Jess =-= Starts: "D'ye see that girl with smiling face,
Who Oares? —-"When I am sick and sad at heart, Uho cares?
(I have the original of this)

Sweet Violets —~"His face was pale, his form was weal,)
Love Versus Lucre —-’Link by link the chain is bpoken,"

WAY DOWH SOUTH
IN "DIXIE LAND."

How the Famous Southern
War Song Was
Writtene.

But Will Se. Hays, of Louis-
ville, was really
the Author.

(The story of the famous song --
an article written for the Courier—
Journal. )

Huckleberry Hawkins Preaches to Women Only. —- A poene

WILL Se HAYS AND HIS SONIGSe && An article vwritter for
BB a Louisville papere There are some snapshots
of Col. Hays pasted along the side of this
story.

0ld Master —— A poem in honor o~ the Reunion of the Us@.V.

Now and Then -- To Frances. A short poem,

Insurede =— A poen.

To Jess -~ A poem in manuscript. (around the edge of this
poent are little clippings of his verse in which
he describes the country around Greenvillee.

A Goese Oreek Lave Story. -- a short story.
The Poor Boy Hero -- A poen-

A Sunday in Noverber. -~ A poem written to Col-
Hayge

The Gripe =-- A poem.

My Girl" =-= A poem.

Tired And Lonely. =~ A poemn.
Huckleberry Hawkinse == A poerm.
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Oocl. Will Hays was not kidnaped, as was supposed,
when he disappeared nmysteriously this weel-. He went of
his own free will to gladden the hearts of the people of
Greenville, Kyss or, as some call it, Judge Yost-ville,
for this is the home of the popular jurist. Col. ays
has returned delighted with all he saws He says the
worien there are the greatest bouquet of beauthes he ever
saw on the footstool, and what you see most of after the
girls is the rmd. The girls were kind to the Colonel--he
says they took him driving all over the country and made
him sit in the middle with a beauty on each sidee Then
they drove in all the ruts, and the gallant Colonel, of
courses had to hold then on. It was a good arrangement,
satigfactory all around, and anybody who has leisure and
would like to hear more about it can call on the Colonel
and listen to the praise of Greenville. The Colonel
also says they feed well down there-

£this clipping, or rather a copy of a clipping,
was taken from one of the Loulsville dailiese.
If one can go by the type they used it must
have been the Louisgville Times.)

The original c¢lipping is in the scrap booke
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AN NOJ SAY, AND | WILL NOT SAY

THAT SHE IS'DEADZSHE IS JUST AWAY!

WITH A CHEERY SMILE,AND A WAVE OF THE HAND,

SHE HAS WANDERED INTO AN UNKNOWN LAND,

AND LEFT US DREAMING HOW VERY FAIR

IT NEEDS MUST BE,S!NCE SHE LINGERS THERE.

AND YOU-O YOU,WHO THE WILDEST YEARN

FOR THE OLD-TIME STEP AND THE GLAD RETURN,

TH!NK OF HER FARING ON,AS DEAR

IN THE LOVE OF THERE AS THE LOVE OF HERE;

THINK OF HER STILL AS THE SAME,| SAY:

SHE IS NOT DEAD-SHE IS JUST AWAY!

PYRIGHT 1914
JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY
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