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: Siesoxn Cousry, KY.} ‘
-——J; Rexr. W H'", Clerk of ifie” Simpson County " Comrt, “do |
- 2evtify that Capt. William C. King and Abrahom Owen made a
ira. nsfer or an assignment of the hlstory of their lives to the Rev, -
1. \’\I Horn, of Simpson County, Kentucky, for the purposes

~ ther; ain c\pressed and the same was signed ond acknowledged by
7 ther) in my presence, and before me as clerk of said Court, and

whizn has been recorded in the office of the Simpson County,
i+ peart, IR

Given under my hand aud ocai‘off said Court, this 16th ci:{y of_ﬁ
July, 1867. B. W.'HAIL, =
Clerk Simpson Co. Curl.
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PREFACE.

hL
,

In presenting this work to the public, the author begs leave to
say, that it is by no means the result of his own choice. It will
astonish many of his friends when they learn that he néver saw
Messrs. King and Owen, nor had any communication direetly or
indirectly with them, from the time of their arrest until after their.
conviction. Nor did he even seek or desire an interview then;
nor was it until he had been repeatedly sent for by the prisoners
thomsclves, the messages being bornc by
and captain of the guard, that he consented to go.

The thought of preparing a small history for the benefit of then
Aged’ parents, designed, no doubt, to embrace a confession, was
projected by Rev. Wesley Wright, who advised them to leave their
writings in the hands of some competent and trusty friend. T"ey
.were, aceordingly, placed in the hands of the author fob- pubhcu-
tion., But, finding it was highly displeasing to "some of C'lpt -

—~ ., King’s rclations, the writings“wresepresented to the prisonmers,
accompamed with the request that.they would dispose of them
%in some other way. They both refused to do so, and confirmed
‘heir choice, by making a deed of trust, and having it placed upon
ecord in the Clerk’s office of Sunpson county, Kentucky :
,_...-, -~ S.‘- S f"f"r e*{ecutlon, their writings have been arranged for the
. rp(;.ess bitt not till after they were again presented to thelr discon-
solate parents, who refused to take them saying at the same time,
“It was their choice, nnd your work is not done until they are
published.” “Ye have no one now to look to,” continued they,
“and you must publish them; duty as well as humanity demand
it.” The author again turned to several intelligent friends, with
the hope of being cxcused; but nothing seemed to answer public
demand but & completion of the work. Ilence the publication.
It is not presumed that all that is said will be believed, yet, so
far as practicable, the original has been followed, both in the
phrascology and selection of words, Therefors, we hold ourselves .

thv uhu;au, thu _,..llt.r
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iv ' PREFACE, ’

. responsible for nothing these men may have written. Itis i.'or a
e, sensible public to determine the value of its contents. If it be
' true, there are some things revealed that could never have be_en
! known otherwise, The author is aware of the seeming contradic-
’ tion in one portion of the work, and sought to obviate the t.lifﬁ-
culty by getting the original writer to so alter or arrange 1t. to
harmony. But to no avail, He is aware, also, of his own im-
perfection, and offers the little work, not ag a model_of perfection,
3 but as being, near as possible, just what the conviets wrote and
said. Nor could he be faithful in the work entrusted to his care
were he to do otherwise, < . L
l' Hoping that these explanatory remarks will meet the approba-
tion and forbearance of zll good men, the work is, therefore, sub-
mitted to the world for perusal and dgterminatiop.
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nized one of the robbers.” Aftor searching a while they found -

r

CAPTURE AND ARREST OF TIE ROBBERS.

—_—

Late in the unight, on the 8th of November, 1866, a party of
Joung men, mostly single, met by agreoment in the county of
Simpson, State of Kentucky, the homestead and birth-place of
more than one-third of the gang, to prepare and settle a plan for
robbing a train of cars that were to pass in one mile and a half of
the assembled bandits. The plan was settled, and the coursers’
feet went rumbling along to a point some four miles north of
Franklin. A _halt was made, and the inland luccanecr, who
held the piratical command, assigned the holding of the horses to
the tiwo most eﬁ‘cminate,_fm;;;:m!ers, the remainder’ being at once

' . 1! S oo
engaged in tearing “l‘f,/\'l‘ Placing obstructisnyqy Qe\road in or-

R der to intercent the coming train,

""‘“"Prcééntly the train came with mien and might,sstrik@é{ﬂl an

ungovernable vengeance the obstruction, and bounded far fom

the track. The cars were boarded and robbed. No serious aed:
dent happened to any of the

from the above ¢cause.

On the night of the robbery,
ef actior, the Conductor,
several young men, and returned to tl

T

1e place where the train was
passengers, who had recog-

where they held their horses, and, following the trail, led them o a
t place called the Finn Settlement, about eight miles from Franklin.
The noble and gallant young men of our town, Franklin, formed
themselyves into a compeny (ﬁfteen), in order to hunt the robbers,

* Fecling assured that tie whole party were in reach and aceessable,
provided the proper s:eps were taken, they affeeted the belief that
the robbers had made good their escape, and in order to suecess in
this bold and adventirous enterprise, employed a keen, shrowd fel-
low, who lives in tle Finn Secttlement, named Griff. Wright, to

passengers, save a slight injury to\"
the cngineer, whom we learn died o short time since, probably
}

after the robbers had loft the scene |
Elias Rice, went to Franklin, aroused |

|
!
|
|
|
|
|



6 . CAPTURE AND ARREST

ferret out the matter. Soon after, some cight or nine of the rob-
bers were brought in, and on Tuesday following it was ascertained
that one of the robbers had heen killed by some one of their party,
for threatening to divulge, &e. A scarch was made, and the boly
found in the woods, partly devoured by hogs. Mr. Wright

then sent for Capt. King,
been killed by the robbers,

and told him that his brother Harry had
and urged him to divulge the names of

- this was the first great crims that some of the party were-ever-in..

.-s¥iEpathy, since the aggression.

the men engaged in the afair,

he had rcceived the information from his brother. In a very Y
short time all the whole party were captured and brought to ‘
Justice. Nothing can be more novelous, nor more interestipg, than
the complete suceess in taking these robbers.
tucd for the mur de1 of_Hmry I\m"— and-after a

_--——--—-'— —_— - a, =

long and techous

After some persuasion King yzave Y o byl
the names of all the parties concerned in the robbery, stating that 7/

Some twelve were ST

add nblnnan_ Owen. 'l‘he lcmamdu o~ in“priseny-or on b'u] to

be tried ﬂt the e Jung G od ‘the robbe 1)' i .
-1 F'h m*‘ provinee to state here, cuen 1f wal had sn\ e, all th‘e-;' ?‘-

partis TJ'"s CO)lLCCtLJ with the arrest of these robbers. 7wl 37
Tae "anthor.is. acquainted with—all biit two who were cagaged

i this unly affair, and feels safe in saying, thst he Lelieves hat

Lmvnﬂgss have been the sheddmo tears, both in penitence and
Many of the men engaged in

this ugly and disgraceful affair have weeping friends and relatives,

who, in all probability, will never recover the shock, ™ Aiday for—--—
the author’s own experiencd, he krows and feels cometunfr of the N
troubles now -filling the bosoms of the p"mnts of & cumlcf-.:w_}.' x’;:- :\l,%
Ile entertains a good feeling towards each of them, znd also to
every one engaged in the aflijr, and although he has consented to
furnish a h15t01 y, giving e purticalara of the whole trialy qnd‘
testimeny, it is with the very best of feelings towar ds tho court,
the witnesscs, the prisoners, and all ﬂzm relalions mz(z friends. Te
{cels confident that he will be compelled tc write somethmg that
will be offensive to some and oTJJectlcq. ble to others.} Facts, stub-
born focts, ave to control him in t!u: matta. Whlllc all that he

£XoTH.~The June ternm having arrived, the prismery 1'-ut-'__oﬂ‘ their trial.
11U is proper to remirk the prosceuting paity wtibueld the t.r'{al.

a. a

v

-u.‘

"'\

—_ i _ N
OF THE ‘RODEBERS, - . T

srites may not be facts in their origin, you are to receive them as
what actually occurred in court, in the form of testimony, &e.-
He thinks no undertzking sq well suited to try the nerve of an
honest man’s heart, as to be the confident and friend of a convict,
who is incarcerated for life, and that life to terminate in a few
hours, for ever. 'We have fancied something of the stalled ox,
and the fattening swine, that were hemmed in for a time, and de-
prived of liberty for a season, in order that they might be the bet-
ter fitted for the slaughter pen, and felt at the same time 2 com-
pulsive start of sympathy for the innocent and unsuspecting brute.
But what of this, or even a sea of blood from the lower order of
creation, compared with the life of a single man, who has iife,
_soul, and body all at stake, together with 2 thous nd other things
to make life sweeter and dearex, as nearer the end approaches?'
Looks of inquiry shoot from the eye, covering the friend and visi-
““tor with impressions” never to be forgotten; saying, © Can't’ you .’
do me good?” ¢ Can’t you relieve me?” ¢ Oh! for'my liberty,
my long lost liberty!” But, perhaps, I have soid enough upon
thls point. Xor a more full and perfect account of this matter,
the reader is referred to the lnstory of Capt. W.P. Ixm , oppended
to this work., - -

The author comes now to spcak more divectly of the families of
the two convicts, Capt. King and_Abraham Owen. The moth‘&m
of the former (King) is a very old lady, is quite infivm, bes five -
living daughters, one of whom is now in the last stage of consump-
tion®~-ig in good standing, and a perfect lady, and as much may
be said: of her daughters—all good, clever girls, and above re-

N J,ﬂ——'*-»w £ J"\f::\ .01d Mz. and Mrs. Owen, the pavents of Abe. Owen, are

likewis¢ good““levm pe0ple. Mrs. Owen is universally beloved
by her neighbors, and is a woman of strong maternal affection.
These mothers stand as living monuments of unmitigated sorrow.
The Lord bless them, amid so many afllictions, is the playel of the
author. _ L,

#Since this writing, the daughter has died.




8 SENTENCE OF DEATH PASSED UPON THE PRISONERS.

"SENTENCE OF .DEATH PASSED UPON THE PRISON-
' ERS BY JUDGE G. C. ROGERS.

The prisoners were brought into the Court-room, June 234, and
seated before the Judge’s stand. They looked solemn and de-
Jected, were certainly conscious of the fact that they were soon to re-

- ceive the awful sentence of death. The Judge addressed them,

saying: “(Gentlemen, have ¥ou any good reason to show why the _-"-,‘ﬁ,‘r, A
_ gentence of death should not be passed upon you?” The prison- , '.j’.‘f
. . ers both protested against their guilt—said they were innocent of .
_ the murder, and, if they were hung, would die innocent men, and . ,‘
- prayed for a new hearing. The J udge told them, “ You have had -~

.@ patient and inpartial trial given you in this case; you have been
found guilty of murder by a- jury of your own county, who were
gworn to give you justice, and I believe «Zave your case prayorful .
_consideration almost unprecedented, and they say in their verdict s o
you are guilty. Tt is now my painfal duty to pass sentence upon o '

‘, FOU.?, Lo Lt X - -l ' "! i o —_f‘.\_"““‘rJ { o
o Gentlemen—J am compelled by law to fix a day for the exe- \‘1 v/

LA

L ‘cution of the, judgment of the Court. Courts on this earth are B were furhished them by some unknown bund, for the purposc .of .-
- fallible, dnd it may be that your protestations of innocence are ' . brenkii}ﬁ through their confinement. The 1!301'1 was }91‘.!1 D "‘f"‘h )
trne; you certainly know’you;'sqlvgs, your innocence and your ° A b e Lope of being able (o lunnel out. Bue finding Tae ceil undcr-

7--'guili ; but there is anothe¥ fribuiral befors which, in all probability, G AT Taid with heavy stoncs, were compelled Lo abandon this for a more

- fyou will soon” appear, _which is unearthly in its judgment. Itis = | hazardous enterprise, viz: To break throuzh the guards, and make

- notin my porer o grant you the appeal desired, but one of the .. — off at angles, 8o, if possible, to escape death, Dhoth of the guards.

_~'Judges of the Appellate Court will have that to do, if it is done N and the gallows. . .

* at all, and Whetherpthis is done or not, I hope your thoughts_ il f' }"T[\ N, Lf{f;gg;_ionsulting the matter over, four of the prlsonozlrs: C{J'.':‘-
be turned to heaven and g reconciliation +with G-r,‘d,f:éL:ﬁ 110131.:-' zc“}j},_-*} l‘?"""";;gifu'éd tocr;‘e.-ﬂlex'\-;—conﬁrming the_samc by a toueh of the 1.17.1}], .c;
you will be prepared to meet the just decisions af an infullible CEE run the guards at supper. The awful moment came, and with 5
Judge. This will bo‘a great consolation to your friends and to .Abe. Owen, followed by one John Ca_bbﬂi‘t; -'1:1'1 close at his heels
yourselves—the greatest left in _your power.” : , : Capt. King—Ieaving the fourth in prison. ’.Lcrr:bli wilg t:hc 1111?

King said, I have a hope beyond the grave,” ment, and terrible the cffort made by the guard, King bc-mg_ "h;
" “T hope you have,” said the Judge, “and if you havn’t now, I to leave jail was in the greatest glnugr:r,. conserjuently 1~cccl'.-cltl
‘hope you will prepare o meet that Judge that never errs. This two shots in his Jeft arm, which brought him to u halt, }.Jut not FI
certainly will bring sowme comfort to an afllicted and widowed after he had cleared tho guard, and ran over lalf a mile. Ow c‘n_

.mother. I decply sympathize with your families. * T know some- threw himself under a house, and, had it not been for aﬁncgil'g bil),
thing about your family, Capt. King. I know their afflictions ; would have made his escape. Cabbert was hotly 1“_1““?,( J the
have been great, I deeply sympathize twith you both. I have folt oA forces, and, in thirty minutes, all were again lodged in prison.

THE PRISONERS OBTALY A RESPITE. ” 9

the responsibilities and importancs of your ease, which the trial
hag just ended. I have given much thoy ght and investi g:}tion :‘.o
the legal points involved. I have given no important de.msmn in
the trial, without giving the question proyerful consideration. As
I have said before, it is now my painful duty to pass sentence
‘wpon you both: .

“The. guard will take you back to jail, where you will bc.} safely
kept until the 224 of March, and that day, between sunrise and
sunset, the Sheriff shall take you both to the gallows, where you
shall both be Langed by the neck until you are dead. May God
have mercy on your souls.” . )

-—
o

]

 THE PRISONERS OBTAIN A RESPITE.
. It will be seen that the second respite was obiainet fur ilese

»
2

» . . . il DO .
" ‘unfortunate men, which brought their exceution up to the 23th

- dayof Juno. Their wits were thon put to work, in order, i [03-
at 191 1 c irele 1l an +lis a3

sible, "to-"break jail. This was exceedirgly peviloue, zs the _]..Ell

* was'then guarded by a company of regular soldiers. Instrumenfs
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4 The clergy vere alloweq to visit the convicts daily, who en- . Y ‘ IOl it »j) Co o

: deavored to give them spiritual counsel, and whether or not they " S e e e !

| were benefitted no one can tell, though they seemed to be at peace 5 . : R ) T . :
' with their Maker, and so Professed hope, o S - ) Co . ) . {
¥ - " Ou the evening of the 15¢h of May, just two days before their . . - . . )
£ execution, ag we supposed, a solemn scene wag realized in prison, ‘ ' . ) . o
- in the presence of several ministers and the Sheriff, The latter, LIFE OF “rILLIAM P, KING! . ' )
- after singing and prayer, spoke to the prisoners, and asked them if S g ’ : ' O S
- they had suitable clo'thing -for a buria}lZ and on receiving o negative . {7‘_’? l WRITTEN BY HIMSELF, T

! answer, dropped their burial clothes 1n their laps. An awful 8j- 0 . x : ! :
; lence prevailed. For o time all scemed ghostly. The Sheriff 07. ' - RN
' " being first to speak, ‘continued by saying, “Gentlemen, T wish to o : _ TEVISED AND PREPARED BT mEv. L 3. HomX. ol i
. bave an expression from you in the presence of these witnesses, . 3 . .

whether or not you feel hurt atme as an officer? Have I pot | I, William Peter King, was born in Macon County. Tennessee, - » . oo

LN

: dealt kindly with you?” Whereas hoth 2ssyred hime ol their- Y . —s—_in"the “year of our Liord, 1838, February 17th, My father's

woo e great fospeet, asking him never to harbor such a thought,” Time . name wag P{zter King. TIdon't say it because he was my father, ) .
y » Yore away, and on the 28th of June theiy fate was sealed undep . but because T believe a more honest man never lived.” e wasa | :
: the gallows, in the DPresence of six thousend persons. - | ° high-toned gentlenan, and wmy mother as nyeh of 2 lady as ever -~
5 r : R R i lived—a better and kinder woman is not to b¢ found on earth, :
¢ BIy father was accidentally killed some two Fears ago, which lefs ,
! .. . : . - ’ . . a1 . : —
; | B R g - B | SR my mother 2 widow with only one son at home, I being in the i

é - T o ' ' W army’at that time. She had five daughters with her then, and all : !

PENg — .

; . ﬁ(— grown. My parents had in all eleven children—three hoys and\ .
, eight givls. My oldest brother Joined the rebel army. Ile lived e
. in Missouri at that time, Sometime during the war he got a fur- "
‘- lough, and returned home, and while there was captured by the -
Kn}:;_‘ns J ayhawkers, and killed, which left my parents with only '

e On Nov. 13th, 1866, John Harvey Kin g was murdered,

P L Sl T R
t e

1eaving myl poor old mother with only one son. As I have

_ _ ‘ i S already stated, my parents were good and honorable people. I :
R _ - L : » was raised honest; and brought up right. I was taught from my . :

: PR B S, TR . infancy to bo truthful and clever to all mankind. I will say, that - '

sl . ' ] when' I was 2 hoy, 2 principle was implanted in my bosom to do !
Cee ' F right. It is my will to do right, if T knoy how, I have from my i

; ﬁ'x,‘;.‘ £ { .childhood tried to observe what my parents tausht me, And '

S e b when T grew up to manhood, T tried to live to be something. In !

S . : September, 1857, my father moved from Tennessce to Stmpson i

ii . i County, Kentueky, where I got the most of my education, At the ;
¥ J ) “"’z commencement of the war, I received by appointment the office . -‘]

TN Tramans
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. LIFE oF WILLIAM P. RKIXG.

of constable, June 12th, 1863, 1

was the first man that enlisted in

::; elccteti f‘f:st cLieutenant in Company F, May 1st, 1864
¢ promoted to Captain in said Company, I was thought g
%l emf deal of in the army, and by Union !:ncg: but hated by r;:;]sa
- never wanted a fuss witl any one, but always tried to avoid sy h
th'mgf, and to keep out of mischief, as X had been tay ht, B th
wx.ll right here remark thot T Was never a coward. W%JGI; I hud
thing to do, I done it, and done it we]l. Outside of the amil ;
hu.rt no man, but when T was run upon-by the enemy I done tyh
thmir; up right. I always thought myﬁlife Was a8 pood as an ,
man’s, and when it'came to the test, cowardice was ever 2 str |
ger tome. I madea good soldier, and while in the armu 'Ial'ld-
several old: “ grey coats ” in the shade, but did nothin cor}:t'a'l' '
' to ‘duty; When I felt that my life was at. stala -'T-wm‘%'m* ng
{)u-u::. i've no P:d feelings about that—'dggl_e_' :iixst what every :
rave man would hizve done, T am g Union wman of the strone
dyu-—};nw 45 mary cnemies i the

a8 any one, but the belong ‘to t
rebel purty, Janvary 18th, 1863, T was f Servien

Joined the Federal army, and
the 52 Kentucky Infantry, I

en ever since. I will hore state
and, in ’59 following, joined the.
; ve. I think T enjoyed religion, but
‘ ARy @ greqldeal {oo much whisky. did I drink
Coz:zsc-gu_e::t]y I did"net live up in every respect to my Chuistiog
%ur:gs, but I always thought there was n spark left X n'tils é-ﬂ
day of August, 1866, T was married to Miss Al : R dw "
lived with her untj] my arrest, A beiter u'if'c"';;). m-';r -00_ ‘3’1"'.":7’-[
one that is as dear to me as my ovn- [, T
any sorry for wy poor old mothes apid sisters
was still a spark of religion lefr, T think T am Fenar

my God in peace. In Novemlur, 1833, the ‘;'!:“I]?"eﬂul ‘:d t_oji'?ﬂ'
ville and Nashville Railroal was -th‘O‘.\'I-l ﬁ:om--tll-x “tc'm :1,‘0 o
bed. Some four or five persons gwear dhar T 9 J "ok aad rob-
robbers, and that T was biacked. I s to s o o he

Lavothis to say to

you ought nlways to be sure to state the fruty BJL:t thj:ou'! that’
what T am condemned for. The charee j ] e in, and aqr
ot 1 e 8¢ 1s that I aided in and ag-
ssted in the killing of my brother, Thapvoy Kins g e
true. T ean face my Gad in making this SIE‘IEQIJ](?I;t

thai in 1853 T profeszad relizion,
Iaptist Chyreh ot Shady Grove.

.

\A

-

L H
41;_3 £aid, there

‘l“his is not
It is true

» = a5 musiered out of s'ervice, -

¢ N, b ' et ¢
Tum "oy 1?1":"“"::‘.1‘;.-/‘""-'%,1 ,{L} ‘Eﬁt“"ﬁ"“ga‘.\ﬁ)wn
r

i s

LIFE OF WILLIAM P, KING. 13

Tloaned my pistol to Abrahom Owen on the Saturday previous
- . to the murder,’but did not loan it to kill my poor brother. I
B loaned my pistol to many persens, and whenever the Owens’ boys.
wanted a pistol, they always came to me, and I gencrally let them - -
have one. This is what T am condemned for, and what I have to
state, I went the world to know, that I, Wm. P. King, of the
county and State aforesaid, do, in the presence of Almighty God,
affirm that I never aided nor assisted in the death of my brother,
W nor was I knowing to itin any way whatever. If I had known _
' it, or anything about it, the murderer would have killed me, or I
. should have killed him, ere my brother died. I loved my brother
as well as ever one brother loved another. e had one failing,
and but one—he would occasionally drink too much whisky, and
% ‘when drunk was tronblesome to some extent, but when sober, was.

- TV TN 4y $060 B B0y as ever lived. e was murdered on the i3th day "R

- of November, 1866. It was Sunday morning, and as I was going

. © to'my farm to see if there was anything destroying my corn—my °

Lspdry.Crop of corn—brother and I were together.. The fence was bad,
/" and cattle were getting in nearly every day. When we got down
2" to the farm, I discovered that some cattle wero in the corn then, °
+t ¢ L had my horse with me. Remember, I was living with my

{ i, ey r- TOther-in-law, Mrs. Reeder, and my brother with our mother.

]

» ::,“_"-'\»: """ Yhile I was laying up the fence, brether past me, and asked me

“ . where I was going to put the cattle out at? I told him I did not -
v know—speaking rather short, for I was fretted. This was the

1

) }_ ‘ ' ;J'F amount of our conversation. Soon after my brother passed down
—

the_{~d, and this was the last time I ever saw him alive. After
AL . .

A\bw_ad a piece, there was 2 slant to go down, which
bid him from me. I heard him speak to some one, calling. him
{ ¢old fellow,” or something like that, in a friendly tone of voice.

So, when I put the cattle out, I went on down to an old house,
f where I and my brother were manufacturing molasses. Ihad sup-
' posed him there, getting his horse. But when I arrived, there
t was 1o "brother there. I hallooed for him, but no one answered,

i
Pl A

; I still thought him about there some place, probably drinking with
! the person he met on the way., I wanted him to go to Tennessee
{ "for me, on business pertaining to the estate. of my father, the

:j--..-u
- .

next day, consequently did not want him to get off on a drinking



g g ———

1
t
i
‘
i
|
)
|
t
]

L that yere timo

. Ctols that day.  Some tine

-

while T was at the pond T
keep his cattle out of my field,
was not at home, and I tolg
keep his cattle up. My b
home, not thinking but what
ried back home, to go with m
ded not to go. This wasg neq

swore -in court that he Leard
rection of where brother was ki

e -

to get dinner, and met Aby,
they wero going to the baptizing,
conversation. I don’t rememper
" starting off, he would e '
i brother Bill, which he did. Bill
i on his way Yo school,
“making molasses.
» thing wrong. This was
" help me make molasses,
thing ready. I then went
thing in it, or on our cor
was there. I and my
morning. When' they first “came,
we all allowed he was off some whe
Wright was at the fence, some ho
all talking I went off to the back
Wright and the hoys were out'at

LA
I [ tre

over th

feome uneasy, knowing that this
was off somewhere drunk,

which threw us all in disconcert,

»

So Irode down to the

Abuer, his son, to tel] the old
rother was noi there. T went back

¥ wife to a baptizing,

r eight o’clock in the morning,
Lon. Reeder was there at the pl

56 ihié day passed off, I heard no
that morning

1, and when T returned _(iyif-
sisters had hee
¥S eame up,

the fence,
sisters, came out to me, and we talked ahont

About this timea
S
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ought my brother first met. Butb
8 cattle had got into our corn, T thought
would

80 up to Owens’, and tell him to
But, when I got there, Mr,

man to

ace where I wags living, g

the pistols or guns fire in the “di-

lled, and that T wag

guns or pis-

Tand Abraham Owen bad a ]
its purport, but he said, when ]

nd my pistol to me next morning by his

came by where T wag Working,

pistol in the hotge where I was ..
I did not examine it, for I di

Monday morning,
I started intolwork

dxrot think of any-
.The gitls came to
after T got every-
e ficld to sce if there yac 4.
1 talking about Lrother thes
they asked e about him, hig
re drinking. And while Grif.
and while they were ™~
of the house abont something,
Mary and Louisa, my.
brothér again, having
Was unusual, and fearing he
~dog-fight commenced, -
oon after they all lefs, Vo .

r

pond in the direction that T sup-

2t home at, ...}

I went after some wood
aham Owen and John Prater, who said

:\:l;au_\' .7

<

.

J “ u Ahim f ? e f

. -hile T wag ’ ’
' . ten in, that whi i
ndy L f anything had got . V.
T I covTaerd; ¥ ‘Beiel to «Z into the field to drive some stock out, 1
’ " he ¥ o
y
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- t-
. ', t our brother, each suspee :

. d the conversation abou ] . e, for I
again resrh?:" had befallen him. I wished fo'r him to IZC;I: "An a
o8 so(;ﬂ eh'm t:‘-O‘go to Tennessee, or v.-ork. - my;-i'Pcove;'ed two '
m}l:‘llte we I'Were still speaking of him, myds lsm;ls dri:fwing my at-
while . d around, an .

_ {lying around 2n ’ dead, |
turL'ey buzzlz;.rds SY;kc; and said, ‘If he has got drunk a{ldd lsct. :c'ny'
B 1;Oht eigl’thé)re.’ They then insisted that I SEoume E. I got. .
probably s the;ré and see. My horse was rlghtd~y eré.ﬂ;‘,‘ihc;:_'
horse, ad g(;) rode past the place where the buzzard:" :1\- He had "
on him, 'il:ll ]‘_lfounll my poor little brother there e]:; ']mad nd
mnd b‘;)hot ,11 murdered. He hed been bentm]Jl Onlt;lfin m;r sis-

1ta . . — -0
been t! 1t'l;ucrhy’che body three. times.. I ?MSE(llt ° \:her'e my poot
. shot th “to the place, and Mr. Wright o alked of moving bis -
ters came ¢ PA . dead. We talke e
g bloody, and dea . LI
brmh.erglg ﬁ;iﬁ%er’m b{:t Mr., Wright said we had better wait .
remain w D
. 13 Wert to : my life.
awhile. I aftzz‘:;lii:m‘z I never felt so awful bnd] én :thl?ez «tued
m . i . y 1
:’l\lljlrrredv';-:llsl experience such a thing—to sce H}I)}r’o‘;ien- The only.
L weep over my brother—my beart was rdered; “One 1
1“:;:‘;::- I had on earth, murdered, T.ﬁd?mf:ured me—raised
b d 10 : :
, i ced 2t the same breas hing the .
]bfwe?—-ti‘;izs;:f':;ts—-sleeping in the same bed, and breathing %
v the s§i .

7% ‘mother’s and g6t o connferpant. ... |
my mother’s and go 2 =

2 duty to
I always felt it my .
T der and stouter than he. 1d an in-
for 1 “a}sl.d elDr Vertrees, the Coroner, came nngmlz*; hofon
L Pmte(':t fufll;ié body. I was called on to giveia te‘;’el I{vent to
i quest over 's iury, which I did. I stated that before
2y th,()“- Savanor's jary, Wi

luying down &
(this was ab b
our fence), mY

here his horse
going to get his horse to 2o

belonging to Mr. Wright, and
her past me, going down towards the ];)l;i ;1:1\1::;
brother l]}g ‘molasses mill. I supposed tha o s
s ’;8 the haptizing. After he passed me
L i 1low,” or some-
- enlline him ‘old fe y
. ik to some S0 & et I did not ‘know
-he.m.d ]-nm fll;:: stated bofora thet Jurli fhdalfi know it. Sol
tt‘-l:.g h'iz I c:ould not swear poirllt bbllaélid ot Tonow it but bo- :
Bt Ve ing. Iswore tha . o
. had policy in ﬂﬁzhlgfm’s voice. - Mow, Abe's fat?1e1 Was one.C
lieved it was '

T

he en \of the lane,

.,
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. the jury, and if I had sworn to his voice, before I could have him not succeed. Then there wag 2 eall court, to commence in January, - :
! arrested, probably, he might have sought ap opportunity, and " to try all crimipal eases in Simpson county. My trial commenced,
have killed me, or otherwise make his escape. Under the cir- the evidence was teken, and the jury found me guilty, from what -.
cumstanees, what better could any honest man have done? Come

\ h o T had stated about Abe. Owen, his having my pistol, togeth_er'f
out and tell it, or take the policy that I did? Now, ask yourself with the false swearing Riley Tow done, others not excepted, I
the question, reader. I thought I was doing right. I meant to

want the world to know, and find them all out. "The Louisville-

do right. The negro boy I had hired took the pistol from the and Nashville Railroad money—I have no doubt but that Riley-. . *°
sugar-mill up to my mother’s, and I did not see the pistol any Tow and son got something for what they swore, also Griff.~
nmore after T went to look for my brother until Tuesday morning. f& Wright and Mort. Reeder. This is awful hard—think of it—one

I and Grifl. Wright went down to the pond, where we previously H man swearing another’s life away.- Mort., I want you to think of * .
saw some tracks, in order to make some discoveries, which we this. You have helped to (swear) take my life—one of your best - L
hoped would lead more into the seeret. When we got down there friends—gyour brother-in-law. All right—I hope, Mort., you may,
l I unbuckled my pistol from around me, and it slipped out of the

! , get to Heaven when you die. Tell Riley Tow he will find that’ _;:
! seabbard, and { r]iscovcrc:] blood upon it. I spoxe to Mr, Wright, \ jar of money there, if he can get John A. Finn to predict for him,. -
A £aying, look here, thero js blood upon my pistol. On examina- 1 | 114 ton dollacs for John Evans o killhim. On the.224 of Janua
i Hon T fonpd it : : : : S

SPrUng in tho slock. I bied iold Bl whom 1-had Sy " ary, 1867, T was taken before J udge @. C. Rogers, who passed

loaned it to on the Saturday before. This was Tuesday morning, . 3 the sentence of death upon me. The"'Jud;ge is o pide man.  He. :
and my brother wag buried that evening. I said I betieved thi‘-t—--.--q;_ ' said, © On the 22d of March, 1867, between the rising and, _sétt.irigf..'i
was my brother's blood. T eame to Fronklin, in order to get out r""“? * sun, the Sheriff of Simpson county would teke me to the galloivs, -

a writ for Abe. Owen, and then went back home the next morn- vl where he would hang me until T was dead.” Oh! my soul, T'can -

b ing, to mother’s, and staid out there till evening, then started o not tell how awful I felt, thus sentenced to death. For what? .

' hack, and on my way was arrested for robbing the cars, Guif.- - 1,_ H\ Aiding in the death of my brother. The most awfal ‘charge that . 7%
: . Wright was the man that arrcsied me. He never asked me to e - could be brought against & man. —Oh! my God, have mercy on.. ..’

L surrender, nor to give up my arms, but said if T wished lie would ‘\] . ‘them that swore falsely in' cours against an innocent man. T am -

f\ let me off, would relerse me if I desired. But I told bitn I'had N not. guilty-of 166 murder of my brother. The charge is filse,

I done nothing, and was not guilty, that I had o cleém breast, -'and\’v';' A innocent, thank God. I think Iam prepared to meet my . .

v did not intend to run.  This wes Wednesday evening, _On Thorg- 1710 Gadln peace. Mort. Reeder, you have helped to hang ‘me, and - -

| dey momming 1 was sent to Louisville, and the migrioptid \':}&l”;{:?ﬁ&ﬁé e fromi % kind and good wife—robbed my poor old mother's

i lodged in the Louisville joil. On Friday I wastaken to the Tay- D 2" of hor last son. I hope the Lord will have mercy on jour soul,s = - -

§ lor Barracks, and there kept, without any cover eseept my shawl, . & - You, Griff, Wrighb, _ought- to pray day and night. My prayer to o

E' for several days. About the first of Deceriher T tas brought back - ' . Ged is, for all men to do right in all things. I can forgive you : 30",
: to Franklin, and there had a writ served on me for the murder of . - ( all for swearing falsely. My poor mother, unfortunately for you, . .U
; wy brother, - When this was done, I thought wy hedrtwould break. . . 3 * your only, your last son has to die by hanging—hanging by the .

{ Being arrested for robbing the tioin wis bad efough, but when 3t . neck oh the 22 of March. Oh Mother, Thave been sold—money *. .. K
+

came to being arrested for killing = trotler; 16 had liked to have '
Killed me. I wanted a trial, but T did ‘not believe that Judge’
- Stanford would give me justice, aomsafuently put it off, - Circuit -~ -
] Court commenced in Deceraber, and then I tried for bail, but did TN

- 4
- Lot i
| O i

has taken my life, I think Iam prepared to meet my God. I
hope to meet you in Heaven, where parting will be no more, to

walk the golden streets of the New Jerusalem. I want you all to

~ do the hest you can in this world—I can’t Lelp you any more.
2 : '

-
u
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Mother, I have been a dutiful son. I never gave you a cross: and some other things. 'I‘Ins was Thursday morning. Brother
word in all my life. No man ever had 2 better mother than L. I - was drunk, at the widow Reeder’s gate, where I lived. Now,‘whcn
love .yon as dearly as ever a son loved a mother. But one - _ brother was Lilled, I told Griff. Wright what I knew about the
thing more I can say—that no brother ever loved his sisters better robbery-—what brother had told me, ezcept about the goods, which
than mysclf.  Oh! sisters, our happy days are o’er. I “'0‘“1‘1 to . " Iintended to tell 2t the proper time, They said when they ar-
God that I was with you all onee more, as I was hefore my arrest. 1 _ resteld me, that they only wanted me for a witness. Wright prom-. .-
I would be so happy. I want you all to treat my dear wife ag a- . ised me to go to Louisville, I told him I had theé things to make o
sister.  Visit her and treat her in a becoming manner,” I hope ; } - my brother’s word good. But ihen the time came he woqun t go.
she will do the same. TFor God sake don’t forget one another: : as _ So I was taken by Joe arris. After T got on thé train, I'saw
My wife is as dear fo me as my own life, and if you love me, * what they intended.  Stephen Carnwell, living son of 2 D—, too
love one another—don’t mind Mort. Ellen—dear wife—it paing: . mean to say .anything about bim—why did he say I was alonp"'
me awfully to think of leaving you, hut.if I am hung I can’t help - . Because I ’o**mned the secret on them, and he was told I said he..r- ;
it.  Ilnow I am not guilty. I want you to meet me in Heaven.: - v - was in the Jobbmy, and_now he says I'was in, which’ is a lie, N

I T conld enly teke you along. with me; T'eould fix myself ‘to bai.
i heap better satisfied.  Oh! my soul, how can I leave you—the:
:onc g0 dear to me. You know I have suffered awfully Wher} -I.' Lk
think of this, But, thank God, I will be better off. Then’comei

g i . '\nw, T wog ﬁrr.p:tpr] f.rm 'Frn ln]\hlhﬂ tha tr q]n rl.'nn ]'lt(’ tﬂ qa.v
“ - " anything alout ihe uouua until Igot clear—this I1ntcnded to

tell, nd show 21l shont it. On Friday, before brother’ \ms kl]!ed
I Icarned that. he had some more goods in a shock of surrar com,

icrae to me, dear,  Ohldear wother and sisters, I hite to give you '—.»,c:?_\_,)',{s and I told Mort. Reeder about it. After Lrother was Llllen, .
up—to leave you all, but T can’t help myself. " Good-bye, dear. A - thought if anything was found, thab Mort. Reeder would have . "o
wile, dear mother fmd smtela, good-bye! Bury me be'=1de my ' ) honm enough (o tell the truth a.bout‘. it. DBut alas! nlas Mort:" ‘
:;;-oalxcx-. Farewell, friends! F avewell, foes! Ileave my p_eace_- ] A Reeder, you coms up and swéar that the money '1ndgoods aremine; - .
with thee. My love to thoce u.mn enemies. - You will never hear- You knew better; you have come. up and swore a he afralnst 2
my voice agein, . ) W. P. KING.- - - I friend—yes, against your brothéi“in-law—one that is innocent, B
. . D T ) L and what for? Just to please Griff. Wright and W. C. Holland. S
PART II. : R c :' and becpuse Bill. Hays said you were to go along to help rob the |-
C . - ! tr"l’n—Ly saying that I was one of thé men, and by showing the

To all whom i may conccrn:

i e 7 J:’-_ﬂ‘, =ou thought you would not be arrested.” Yes, you had,
I, William P. King, o hereby certify that I had: DMO Wﬁi Tl & Nt .1the1 swear my llfe away than to be arrested—rather swear a lie -~ .
with, nor any hand in robbing the train ow the‘Louxsvxlle and 3" s Ta '

- . ; . ) i than to stand up Ilke a man 'Lnd tell the truth. I will here state -
Nashville Raflrond. Tt is true I was told that it was going to be that brother did not tell me anythmv about John 1V, C‘tbbcrb o
done. Dut I am identified as ome of the party. I believe the ! Jobn “Evans, and Robbin Hay (colored man), being along. If they'
men that swore to me, believed I was one of the robbers., I think. s\ ; were. brother did not say anything shout it. Ho told e thére
they were honest in their belief, but honestly mistaken. ' I was | ; wem,somc along “that he did not know. I dide’t want to tell that

not the man. I was asked to take covumand of the party, and tg- my btother was 'tlonn and got o lot of things. "I told my brother
20 to the robhery, but I did not do it. T wished to keep the good

. A " went to the place, huh left before the train came. I did try to ™ -
will of all men, and told my brother not to have anything to do”. keep that as much of a seciet as possible.” So would any brother
with the robbery, but he got drunk, and then they got him into it . i

, ) . . if he loved him as he should. T can say that this is the first mean -.
The morning after the robbing of the train I took from my brother- thing my brothei w ﬁs' ever guilty of. Ile has ever been honest .
$240, or near that, in money, one pair of boots, three knives,- ST '

SOE—

T
\

-
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and a .good boy, except he drank too much whisky. I know he
was raised right, and had.he begn sober, ha would never have been
in thig affair, But, unfortunate for him, he left the world unex-
pectec‘l. ’:I‘he man that killed him, T have no doubt, but that brother
thoué:nl: him his friend. T am now called by all sortg of names, .
“a hi g:hway robber, a railroad robber, a thief, and a murderer,”
ﬁll this SPrang up in a very ghort time—about three months,
.IE‘OI:: ;I::;rt;i 'thls report 7 Why, I can tell you—Reeder, Wright,
Mort. Reeder has not only told lies, but swore to them,
lfor? Money and other things. My wife has had bad Tuck, and
:you all are the cange of it; and you had rather die than see me
joome out.  Fox laid the Plan to get out of i, Yes, you would
 Bwear my life away, and give me a bad name—would tell my wife
é]ics to turn her against me, Y
:would kill her if I pot out, This isthe Wway you are doing, Noyy, .
: Riley Tor, when Jou came to where brother wag laying a corpse:
l! you said you were in the woods., You looked like you knew some-
thing about it from the WAy you acted. I took you to the log,
; and asked you if JOU SaW any one pags; going or coming fro;
[ this place? You said you did not. Yo, Riley Tow, cumezp and
; swore I had a different conversation, and that You told me what
brother was killed for, Now, Riley, T had no' conversation with
" you, only as above stated, You have Sworn.a point blank lie, and
you know it. You have done this to aid Griff VWi ght, Bill, Hol- ~
I:m.d, and the Railroad Company. TYou know, Rilé}’ T\S“iv,' the
neighbors in your neighborhood don't beliave yon an honcit ma.

TWhat

They say you steal all the chickens thag YOu ean get your handy =

on, or anything else. Your son John ought to be hung now, be.
fore he does more meanness.  Now, about the Jar of money, . "This,_
is 2 big lic you have stumped.  You know it ig 4 Jje, Yes, Iying B
Riley. Oh! forsake your wicked Ways—you and your son, May -
Godhelp you to do it. Now, Robbing Griff,, this is what T have

to say about you: You would sell your father for money, ér do
anything else—there is nothing too mean fop you, Mr:’ R.T
Tlargis, you have said in court that you came to my mj]) whérel:
wag making molasses, and that I said that T tag goin,g to get

You got up the conversation-

v

o have already told fier that ¢ ="

T e —

e ANV o g e,

g by iy e g o

]
iy

s

cemuinei22dedAE1E be free again,
>} k&({“ /"“’A’ enemy, in order to pi'ejudice my neighbors more effectually against

o
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yourself, I didn’t say a word, and ean prove you a liar, You
awore a lie, you know you did. I know what you done it for.
Yes, Bill Hays, you have done a thing you did not want to do; you
had to, because John Evans cleared you; and this thing had been

fixed up with Evans. What for? Why, in order that you might -

appear against me. John Evans knows that you and him have
sworn falsely—have perjured yourselves from the beginning,
There never was a man treated as bad as I. Great God! what
has this country come to? Take 2 man out and murier him!

Then take up his brother, though he be innocent, and hang him! -

What has got into the people? Has our country come to this?
Brother-in-law arrayed in court against me, to gratify others!
O Lord, have merey upon their souls. ' e o

my neighbor. This is an emphatic lie, > .
Smith to come to jail; T want to tel] him that it is a lie.
Smith, T have never thought of such a thing in my life,

~ Thave understood, since my arrest. there was '« report gubthat =
" T had been trying to get up a crowd in order to rob old man Smith; )
I have sent for old man-

Mr, ..
I-have”

Ty

ever been a good “friend to you and your family. I done all T .
could to proteet you and Jour property during the war, Not only . -

you, but my neighbors generally.  But now, in this last stage of

the game, where are my friends? Who reported falsely ? Why,' .

I can tell you, and you can seeit, too. It was done to keep me
from sueceeding in my petitions, then before the people, for my
release. The opposing party didn’t want me to get out,
knew how badly..they had treated my wife.

-

This report was circilated by the

Théy -
No, they never in- .

me, and thereby make my effort, in the form of a petition, before .

the Governor of our State, a failure. 0Old Griff and party started
At; Griff. Wright, Riley Torw,
Mort. Reeder, principals. This is the band that came up againgt
me, May the Lord have mercy upon them. I think I have seen
all the trouble that a man can see. T T
I thought, when I found my brother’s murdered body in the
woods, that it was the awfullest scene that T ever experienced,
My poor heart was broken with grief and sorraw—the whole man
filled with the most sad and dire veflections. Here my troubles

B
toa
t *
L]

W. C. Holland, John Tow, and .
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guid that © Abe Owen was the man that killed my brother.” Now. '
I will give you the grounds why I believed le done rothen know that I told you the truth. You swore that I fold you - *
' 2 net. My brother You ¥ J

_nothing.

Did I kill my brother?
proveit. What then? “adding,” you say. I didu't do that
neither.  Then,.what are you going to hang me for? * T wap} t(; "
know. You had as well go and lang my poor old mother, or any,
other woman. Dut, you take my words only to convict me.’ I

2 H " - - 0 ]
passed me, as T have stated; “I heard a voice” T wag afr2id to .

No, you didn’t underta‘]}“&fﬁ..‘%“

l
I

meet me in heaven. I can here say that I have ever heen an honest
man. I never took anything in the way of property during the

war from any man, illegally, or used the same for my bencﬁ_{_‘.‘ Bgt _
I have captured property, and returned the same o the Govern-

.

ment.

that the robbers divided the money, and had cleven _(_lollnrs__apigdé--

'
g
-4

Bat here let me appeal onece more to my friend Moxt. Reeder.

» . ' |
em -~ J \ “ W
;:}‘_‘. . ¥ . .
I. . . i ) B
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1 did not end, for Y was arrested and earried to Louisville, put iﬁ gay who ‘it was, as before stated, or stated in another place.- '
prison, my fiiends left at home in trouble and mourning. T conld Another reason is, when I went to old man Owen’s, Abner told me -
o f not be there to comfort them, This did not satisfy the” Railroad that Abe had goue over about the mill, or over that way. Then, .
l‘ . Company, hut they must have (aided by Griff Wright) me charged after examining the pl'stol? found it bloody, sprung, &e. DBrother
4 with the merder of my brother, swearing lies to convict me. You was killed, and everything went to prove, to my mind, that Abe
.} can see by their heincus actions my troubles were not at an end— Owen was the man that did 4. I told Griff. Wright thig, but he
I am sentenced to death!; Tronlle! treulle! The only brother puts a diflerent light upon if to condemn me. I camne to Franklin
; i) on carth, -'m_d he decoyed off anil murdered, and I charged as an . to get out a writ for Owen. Now, you are going to hang me for
: accontplice. © Oh! my heart has ached—have folt trouble énough )"'?J what I did in the way of prosecution towards thé man whom T be-
; to have killed ANY man, My follis at home grieving about me! lieve did the muvrder. But, thank God, I am innocent of the charge,
: Oh! my God, I haveit to bear, I would to God I had died in 3 am as innozent as an angel of lyea.ven. Now, what else conld any
: the nemy; it would have been far better for me; T should have ‘ Jbrother have done? Would he.go to bed and say, kill, if you like,
. been spared this trouble, this reproach, My eharacter, my life, my I wont soy a word. I have no doubt But some of tlie party }\"ould_ -
. el i_s gone!  But thereis one thiug you can’t get—you can’t take have aeted thus, but it was not my feelings. No, T intcnded_ to.s
3 my soul.  You can’t interfere with that; you can't bear false teg.. . .. L+ . have revenge, or die,  If Owen killed my brother, that he should p.:
i T Sy agalustmy soal No, thank God, there will b no slan. | | pay the forfeit; if not, I didw’t wish him punished. ~We'have ' I~
!:_ L derers in the kingdom of heaven. T'ye prafed, I've gricved myseclf ! Taw to go by, and it was but fair; let him clear himself, ~ Bt 3_?'_0‘1.1,-‘;_'.1:
' ‘ uearly to.death, I have been like a wild animal in g cnge_\\-}'ﬂk; . f Griff. Wright, enme up and swore things that you knew were fjalsc_e’.: I‘
ing from one side to the other—ug satiefaction for me. When I =~ #78h Have L done anything but what any brother would have dene. for; %
: think of the past, and those whom I leavo behind—a dear wife, a- £ another under similar circumstanges? Ilad you 2 heloved brother L
‘ dear old mother, and sisters, those that Tlove deaver than my own murdered, and a train of circumstances went to point out the man b
2 life—Yow intolerable. Oh! my God, am I never to see them N that killed him, would'you stand back and say nothing a_t_:dgllg.:_"[t?L-Ai_
again® Yes, fhere 45 world in which we_can all meet again. I -, —t— Now, if I had been guilty, doubtlessI would have been the’ lﬂStF
: ” shall zee father ihere, in that goodly Lind, Lottthelpume on to - i . man to have said anything about it. But Iwas not guilty, there-!. -
[': tuat laud of Dliss where there are no Guiff. Wrights, no Motk . fore I could say what I thought about it. Tt was my daty to tell
Reeders, no Tows, - to swear falscly. ON! wy Heavenly Father : what T knew about it, and I done so, and feel that I did nothing
' look down upen me with all the grace that cne pb;l:‘?,qm‘,ygh 'ﬁ'o}"]_; . N * but my duty before my God. In fact, I know I done right.. No-
' of carth needs, or ean ask. I would pray for mine enemies-:\fgﬂ;&m":‘zh _ ;‘ﬁ";ﬂ{,ﬁffﬁi}t a taean man would have thought anything clse. '
| have mercy upon therm; steer their course aright. : Milc:{("]}" So, this is enough. I will now close by saying; I hope to me.et
: Now, what am I to be hung for? T C"n'i‘:\éﬁ}';‘l—uha\_‘e.done - you in heaven, where parting will be no more. I hope you all will
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LIFE OF WILLIAM P, KING,

that I told you 8¢ the morning after the robbing was done Now,
. )

Mort., you know that T tolq you that Harvey said ¢ there
eleven do]la.rs apiece divided among them,” T told you thig tT]?s
fence on Friday, after the robbing took place. He said he k"at al? .
tf.:e money he got, and that some of the rest did so, in his op;Eion
Now, whe_n I showed you the money and goods, I told you not t.
:’}ay nnyt]]mghaboubtbit. I did not want it to get out that my broo
1¢e was In the robbery. I took the money, and gave ,
::'lzfc to keep_. .Sl.m kept it until after my arlj':;st; tllfgto;ttzszg
E] ort: and hid it in the yard, Yes, you was then willing to swe%u:
1e truth.  You knew there would probably be a search through
the country, and you would hide it—yes,l would put them (it) "i;n
the ground.. You know, Mort, you have sworn falsely ;—you kn.ow
that I am innocent. And, if Bill Ilays had not said’you were t¢
go and help Wright and Holland, you would probabl o
. the truth.  TRut von are a coward—could not b
-arrested.  You had rather swear my life
I had rather be a dead man and
No doubt you will dream about

car the idea of being
away than be arrested,’
_a geatleman, than be'in your fix; *

things as long a i
Yo doubt you i g as youlive, If T
Was in your ix I would pray the God of heaven to wind up my

career on this earth. T think you will grow lank, yes, soon dwi

dle away. Better go to the mountains, and _ther’e 'r:: fn t‘;lm'-
to fall on you, thus hiding you from the face ofP:cheyﬂor' hem
But I hope this will be a lesson for Fou.. T hope you . "illng >
better and wiser, and hereafter stick to thc‘ ! ‘P““L i

O my God! “hast thou f : ! i I
I ek orsaken me?" Tg i Th will that I
should be executed upon false testimonv? I so ‘j‘rnot y v' )|
but thine be done.” Lord, I ask to f(-rgi:.re mine enl;.c‘iﬁi'c—s\?‘l!l"‘ “i’ A
for them. Y.ord save them. * Man that is horn of A
few days and full of trouble.”” ——— eman 18 of
To the Loutsville and Nashville Rﬂﬂrl?ﬂd OOPHP;;—_ ------- T

y: el

GENTLEMEN—] have been a good friend to you all, I did ail I '
could for your road during the war—have went through cold and |
lll;mt to protect your road; now you come against me ° What fo:'?

ecause I am represented 23 ono of the paj] l
{ ro : but
am innocent. 3‘1 Fobbera; but I
I learned from some of the prisoners, whom I oy

o e he: .
In jail, that Wes, Finn was the man that had on theer eard while

fox skin cap,

(1S

¥ have sworn. .., ..ol

2
1
[
}
!
.
!
f

LIFE OF WILLIAM P, XING. - 1 '.\ .25
One gentleman swere that I was the man. The boys said that’
it was not fox =kin, but was like a fox skin. They (thé prisoners)
said, “ the man that swore that was mistaken., Though he swore,
he would know me were he to see me in Texas, was mistaken, for -
Bill Hays was the man, and the man that had his face blacked,
and knew who bad on the drab clothes.” I leave this for the
world; I Znow the facts in the case. Ihave been identified as one -
of the party, when in truth T was not. These men ought to have.. -
sworn facts; oughito have sworn the truth; ought never swear a
thing unless they certainly knew it. As I have before said, I
knew the robbery was going to be done, but I did not do it. This
is the truth, as well as I can recollect. . . o
O my God! why is it that such a charge comes against me?

What have I done? Why am I treated s0? Why persecuted?- .

Why go treaiad? T ean't tell unless it is-money, theé root of all

evili TLike the man of God, I am ready to exclaim, * Jﬁdge_' me, ° Iy

0 God, and plead my cause against an ungodly natign. O deliver - .
me from the deceitful and unjust man, for thou art the God of my

strength, Why dost thou cast me off?  Why go I mourning be:_‘f-‘:j
cause of the oppression of the enemy? I send out thy light anil.'lf

thy truth: let them lead me’; let them bring me unto thy holy hill
and to thy tabernacles. Then will I go unto the altar of Geod,
unto God my exceeding joy; yea, .zpon the harp will I praise’’
thee, O God, my God. Why art thou east down O my soul, and

why act thou disquieted within me? Hope in God, for I shall ~.

yet praise him who is the health of my countenance, and my God.”
Ps. 43. ' 3 "

.;;;“*'fl\lotli'(ﬁ'“,"d‘ﬁal-'niothef, I want you-all to do the best you can for"

N i

yourselves, Wife, dear wife, I want you to meet me in heaven,

We will never meet again on earth, so, farewell! Friends and . -

foes, furcwell ;—my peace, my love, I leave with thee. '-

WM. P. KING.
[Written in joil, February 9th, 1867.] ..~

Nore.—He afterwards obtained a respite until May 224, * -

kY

PR T ) . . - ]

e . . o . . . .
7N . . ‘ . .




e

e aat e

.. e g
- T
. o ——y
. e —— -
v ey 1 T
e e LA
A

]
'
ot
'
i

e ik
.

P T R P

. Ya
LIFE oF “'ILLL’AM P. KINg.

REMARKS .
There is one thing more T
a3 in the greategt A3ony of min,
my brother's death, there v
Posing to he my friend,
‘the arderer, promigin

& to stand up
was a netghbor; and, after Pngratiag,

came up in courf to tell the truth
ent light on things—gwo
causing W, AL Reeder
this man wouldn't o ? Wonld e not ste
negro’s hread Yes, he woulq rob o grave-yard,
thing for money.  Who s thay pyap 2

TIe ulzg causad Jopt, Reeder,

13 2 man sneiking

u':'ng to statements that w
to swear les, &e. T ask

Why, iv's
by seduction,

to swear falscly, say-
ing, on oath, that [ aeknowleidued T was in thc_robbery.
knew, Griff, you }ied wilfuily-

aml maliciously, Yes, Griff, Joa
have Pliyed o worse part than 1y

@ murderer—haye perj
owa soul, have muidered, or eansed the exeeution of
man, - ' ' '

I ean say that T descendedd fron honorable
grandfather wog o revolation:uy soldier,
for men to protect this Governme 1
know) was filleq partly by my relationg, !
my country, and haye been patriotie from g oy, . T wished from
2 hoy to he connected with an gy ¥ The reasen \}'11:;_&:.’.29*3?
in the first cal] of the Jast strirele, yyqq owing to jJ] kealth,
lealth hag heen bad for sevel Fears,
advisable for mg to keep out. I hat
ﬁghting for- my country’s 1'1'_‘.!]‘.?5, than ~m':ything“'él'éé._—— Whpn
mounted on 4 gooq horse, and appeq accordingly, I
afraid, I I were out of this place ang
could clean out thig guard that noy surround the jaj),
treat them a5 T iq rehel Col. Hambleton’s pickets, leaving four of
*hem dead op Post,"making my seape to my horse, ang mounting

nim, ang waving my hat three times, fee]ing confident that I had
gh the hour was dark and pq

wed your
an innocent
parentage, My

nt but what, (T have the hongy to:

J
amd my friends thought i °

rather bg 4 sold

done somctlning truly great, “Thoy

There never was a enl].

herao tn mention, viz: (Vhen I
and broken in consequence of
along aftey rae, pro-
$aying he would dg anything to fing out
tomelike o brothcr, who alse .
17 himself intg my confidence,
» 85 T Irad Supposed—put a diffor.
¢re never made,
» what is it that
al butter off of 2 sick

or do any mean
Gritt, Wright,

You- -

Ldove-my pesple ang

Fa .'.'f-
hYp

ier to.dn e

~.. e, | T the Wirof.-God, I ought to be proud of it; my soul is worth - ..
Pl ) Sty
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LIFE OF WILLIAN P, gyyq, S o

one saw me, I felt like g cohquero-r'—-fell: like I had reven'ge",f-‘ in .

part, for my having on one oceasion to trot off to Colum.bm for . -

Protection, I never asked Tebel authorities for protection bus .

onee, and that was when my brother wag killed; and .thnli appeal

placed me in jail, placed me under the gallows. It is l‘l:?’ht for

me to say that I never heard anything against any oi:‘ my kmf‘qlks .

in the way of crime. I am the first of my name to. suffer re- ;

proach. T would not have said one word about the railroad ro.b-_

bers had T not believed they procured my brother’s death., I will, Y

give it as my opinion, that Riley Tow belonged to the gm’)g, and

that is one reason why he swears falsely ngainsbme. T don tkl'mw .

know this, but T believe iz, I have formed this opiniort from hints -__

that the arrested party let fall in my presence. I .\\'151;'.1_1,9_1-:&_. tn s

state thas T sinue;-uiy“'rég?éfahﬁhihg,' viz: the letteis T wrote

while at Louisville, I tried to"gei;' my folks to swear ﬁl]Se]X ,f(.)r. R
The reason T did this'was'bgcuuse I was in a close place; -

me. ; v
g enoughs. "

and I feared Mort, Reeder’s evidence wanld not be .stroq
I was out on the night of the robbery until half past ten o’clo.ck.;
Dort. asked me what time it was afier I came in, and I_to]gl_hlrla.
Wife said slie hadn’t gone to sleep; the remainder were all Jn.bea._j‘.‘" i
Ok, when T think of fhis, I sometimes forget where Lam. And = -

- when my mind is called back to the place that confines me, I ask, ) :

vwhat am I here for, what have I doge? I can't say ; mo, I c:fn't_ '
tell. Though my mind runs back over the past, it brings notlp.ng.-
to say, “you are guilty.”  Has Providence brought me to this ?... N
It may be that I sirayed far from God, and am under thr_: rod o_f__ e
~hastisement ; probably my soul will have been saved by it. Ifft.. . -«

more than all the world besides. 8, let the will of God be don?,,

not mine. Iow true, * Man is of few days and full of trouble.”

This world is one of wicked choracter, and if we c;m g.eb to a bet- '

ter country we ave far hatter off, S be contented, wx.cl_:ed man, .

and trust in God, for He will save them that put then-. t.Erust. in
HJE.is on my mind, and here let me 2gain allade to the murder o’t" -
my brother. Thave said that «T believed Abe 0.“'011 1:'(:8 the man,”.

and gave the ground why I believed he killed him. Iloaned Abe

my pistol.  He came to my sngar mill Saturday, before my bro.
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" ther was ki
was killed, and asked me for it, saying he was going’ to ride

around so .
self. Bro?]féranl [da‘-mntEd 1t Lremarked that T might want it my-
1y spoke and said, “let him have it, you 'wogf.

]

. need ity o i i
.oneed it;” and I didso. Itis proper for me to say that I don’t

believe Owen had any notion J— )
deed, he ki i of killing him at that time, if, in-
othe;s licll:l”;dc}:lm :]tt n!l. I give it as my opinion, thn:’hlef,alrllld
what I have ]c:n-nltfrll1 tation Saturday night to doit. And, from
as deep in the murd:_l.]d overheard in prison, Stephen Corn:vell ig
T bave honrd ho wos nng'of my brother as any one of the robbers
and was probab] passing around very early Sunday mornin '
leaified in jail], gh?lg;ofﬂé?:;i’;y_niﬁllt before. From what I hafe,
A ! 7 ; 113 :
e Bl e
" had told him oll aboutit” I M
1:,0’ ]'}-‘I!]liyx:ml. hald no sut‘.h.(‘.nnvnl':iition w‘;:}f; ;Z{:, Z}::It fsozn;ther
ther. and t'h\rlo‘:ﬂ:l rc;bb?rs, 1n 1y opinion, have murdercdym lr)low.
my l,i[‘e ¢ thve 1?1 the inflluence of the railroad money. havgj;w ro-
b ovor Y;Lj'c,n }108, t}:]()sc' that I have befriended. I :;ay nnainor; i
protected their }n{;oo fricnd to the Railroad Company ﬂncd h-: ;
“many a cold _n]crcst_ns far .ns my duty allowed. I,re catl }:
NOW You are "0!;;;"1: have Tlaid on your road to protcctpit a;ri
23 of Mnrcl?. f “f’i Il"‘)' me ;r ?'cs, you intend paying me 0:1 the
that on one esast S]l to .cu.l Jour attention to a sincle faet:
oy was siiot in‘ “:!IIIt 10 h;am was attacked, and a $@all (cl’rum‘r )
and yons momey n:wef' l‘hc,guorrillas would have gotten uoer
my father's 'md) o me h?d. it not been for me. Tltl‘e J: .
and went on, waiting the train’s arrival be l‘)‘naacd
e pama froe

rl- nl hn,h 11! (h‘!p"lt . il T H -[‘ 1 t
Y ant BN cl 1 ( H
f1a 1 lcd tO CI‘L'II- P lnc, at :lll.ll:.u., 0 IJ 1d on 'K\““

Nl
N k!

110;;’)’ {guurd, which he did, and saved the trajn
don’:d:ﬁl)’ 3:“ ltl;'ghb suppose I am not in car'nlor ‘but I T
. hth}:Fk‘:-e 1Iti're was ever a man treated Iike, m Se]fﬂm' I
lone months T h“' got alony well together in prison gut f one
fﬂc: sticks of ave been cursed and abﬁsed, fists r:.tru k p four
- ;ny br:.in ‘E-OOd drawn over my head, threats quect T
not been .s 5 0. I had as soon bein a lion’s den . M N purot
ccure even for the short time I am ﬂliow; dJ’ tllfe]_has
0 live,-

Then, my poor wife, mother, and sisters, b %
) sters, broken hearted, T.g
. Lord

Y

that he told me, . .

guide their footsteps through this world, .-,
T ? .i ‘-':V“;.
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LIFE OF WILLIAM P, EING. - 29,
and save them in thy upper and better kingdom., There is no
earthly chance for me. I look to God for help. On the 22d of
March you will, in my opinion, hang one guilty man and one in--
nocent man, but T can’t help it - T , -

A

Marcr 22d, 1867,

Mhis will show that I have a respite of fifty-six days. My day ~
n s fixed for the 17th of May next. T am underall. -
overnor of our State that it is possible for
To be hung is an awful thing, especiully-
if jnnocent of the charge olleged. I hope there is a step being ..
taken for my relief. I don't sish to die yet, much less die like- -
“dug. If T bad murdered, or caused the murder of any_ one; L
<hould not shrink from death. For hed I been reduced to this exa:
tremity I should have left .the country ere I had committed 80 %~ .-
great a erime. I do not know but that the whole affair is provi- -
*dential; for, had 1 run at large, and the condemned or accused- -’ -
party escape, L should have killed the last one of them. My bro-
ther was as dear to me ag ever a brother was to any one, although: *~
there has been testimony brought to court to prove the contrary.. .
Tetee, it may be best as it is, for in.the heat of passion I might-
have Lilled an innocent man, 2nd thereby lost my own, soul. "I
drank a little too much whisky sometimes, and when T got on &’
bender, foes might look out. Whisky made me bold man, and I
would have had them, or died in the attempt. I feared nothing
e otnt-Started, WhenI found the body of my murdered bro-"-
ther T felt ruined forever. e was the last brother left, my father;
and two other brothers having been killed. We loved each other
dearly, having been rearcd up together. Did the world belong to:
me, I would give it all freely to have him restored, 50 that he conld
speak for himself, I have nothing to repent of as to myself,:
though I be ever so sOTTy for my. people. Ilovemy wife, cnd my
dear old mother and sisters. I hate to leave them, I feel that I
only done my duty in procuring the arrest of those whom I be- -
licved did the murder. Bub had T held my peace, I might have
been ab home to-day. Under circumstances of similar character

: HE OBTAINS A RESPITE.

of executio
the obligations to the G
one poor mortal to be.
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good men have acted, oy

: and
same ground again, i ’éhinlfoIW?lﬂ
myself how conld T ever have 1 o

dI were T té s ov
. Pass over t
right, for had I kept this Itf

cen happy again, Thenk Gog I
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Charley Smith may be innocent, h{ﬂ; I

_they had any hand in if. - ;
' great deal in- -

T have found outa

believe he was knowing to it.
Bill Finn, Saturday night before the.

jail.- WWhere were you, busy

from Owen that you were close to

have a heart in the right place
also, that you.were up in the-

Compa
any come up in
P IR my rear, wj murder took place? I learn

tlil;fi,i%cntlc;nen' of the Railroad
obbers that he - .
1ave turned trajt. where West, Finn stayed. I learn,

S ors to their pars
x ' arey, ﬂl}d Swear t]
i . You, old Griff, Wi i that L was one of their eliqny S ¢ _
; - offered a part of H}ght, to induce Mort, Reederlf;r clique. And night, and seen 500D next morning in the neighborhood of the
. . It is both o shamz TGWar(?’ and menaced him also S‘T-eﬂr folsely, ) : place where TTaryy was killed. - You and -West. Finn r.zrc guilty of
i do how I have heen ¢ and disgrace to the human }‘ T:'”h -threats, vy the murder of my brother. ave I no friends that will look after+
a3 :l your pediaree ;‘_fﬂted. Now, Mr. Cornwell, T “_:mtlly f-'? know Wy this?. [Tad L justice I would be out of this awful hole. A.nd'
B Would yo: inquireou know, sir, I nover képt nt togive you wore I out, I would not.leave a stone unturned, but would bring
. t; were accused of the IWhy? My onswer is,. simp{;u; company. . you hellish, thicving mu-rder(_:rs to account for 't-his. I’-_bth-_we;
¥ yowrsall on a level _oWwest down things in the yorld ceause’ you ~——  Cornwell, West. Finp, Bill Fipn, Bug. Wainscot, and Jbe Paing
B I never allowed with brates, as has been prove _.r - You put - are guilty of the murder. Tt's my honest opinion that .z\_b:g:()wel_'n_ o
ST T ey geu'sa"ar-tg ou to come abont me. W 0 N consequently-  got my Lrother to the point-where he was killed. He was knocked .
k I hope you “‘i]]‘ )‘.3 “lord; far more degraded t,ha};, :;]rc A Pumey = S —dpwn hy one of them with my pistol, and with the- pisi:;ol he:
by : hell is too good }dr( on me, for I am bound to o ef. Reader, [ ([Tarvy) had of ‘mine, shot. 1 'have s¢eil tov many holes in human: -,/
gooc for youl  Now, Thou, 0y 16 Cornwell; hide, that my pistol, which Owen had, had made, to believe that - " .
L anss what about 3’0"1";' e \w:'ls shot with it ' B N
Jamoeg Smith, who ‘stated the truth, _'*':1:“‘:

You ar

“m‘t ]'uc: floﬁ 'L man of clean hands,
¢ had w ehild, and you and ot

murdered it,  Now :;'in- o

gwear anything, , . o

Neither of ym‘i

rG T am very thankful to M.
who I knew would not do--gtherwise. _ Mrs. Reeder, my mc_>t!1'er- o
in-law, stated facts ajed. Sheis @ good and kind Jady, and has al-.. "
ways treated me with great respect. 1 am awful sorry that Lhave” " |
had this bad luck. { T married Eilen_Reeder, her dzughter, with’
whom I was ever pappy- It is awful hayd to leave one kind and .7
f——— good, and with whom Ihad only lived three short months.” I haves
1 to say that;Tad L called on good men instead of Griff. Wright, to
I understand’he -

1
standAp tome, L would to-day have been free. :
" g s long wanted me.” Griff; I Will_ ._-

hav ey SR % i
Ve aled thyn N . -$aF8 taat T am ¢ just where he ha
where you will never come, for I know you area cold .

, )
'1011 kept 2 woman about you
other ,lxln order to cover your shame
Han th: uid do that, would, of coup ,
Jathing mean for you and Cornyvel] o do,
. oot It SPCet ¥ . on,
: You, Griffl Wright, whft m;"\}l “0‘;":&3(_1 mever have been ;:Ot.d&
bty of ooright, ! rotir Ll g ' ;
you, that my bl-o?I:;:s]t tliler"obbers. and fold tljn'rz:: tgl:tlgp_li:eg' oty
So that ed diselosed the ywi i e, T
g fod ot the whole thing to m —
But, had I been on:l oflth: e, or hive, told y 2 o
¢ pariy, T should rapleyp oy

told it Aad ]
- 1d I not believed
caused his death, T leved ¥ou murday
‘ sl H— R ;led Iy . [N R .

well enough for - tould never have given his.st Y brother, o ' - go to a place

so I shoultl hwaou that you committed me, for 1? Ztem'gni?:, It’s lLearted murderer) and your class. of men  can never enter there.”.

was out the morniient fthe st ong of yoy ’UP -:;[ Jou not done ~----.. = === 3y blood be upon your head. Tou wanted those ten thousand dol-
. . on. o . . . R

pany, have pitche d? of my brother’s death, You R“g O'?lnrrgllé : ' lars. But, frst, you must get JMort. Reeder to swear to your profit.’

vhom justice hel non the wWrong man, T Will’ .a'll,l:o"‘d Com. - You know I told you ¢ T Lad the strings to show, and to make my

°ngs. [From whay 1 have learn ﬁlv ¢ Justice to brother’s statements good.”  DBub you.used it s capital against

arned”in prison, -

- . 3. .

don’t believe
that .
at the following, whose names I | You knovw, Griff., that T know whet you are, and that you
viz: A /l tre, give, are” ack 2 lie as ever o man did; that's enough about you.
! : bnerOwen, John '

Evans, Bill Hays, Robbing Hay; nor do I baJje. and manly statements before the Court as
- elieye < .-

ou I wazin thase

¥ pm——n

me.
swore as bl
|- Lon. Reeder made fair
i to my whereabouts on

guilty of the mur
Culbort, Thou‘mmder of ITarvy King
Sunday morning, and s0 did Mort., on this’

i
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" it, for T neyer dreamed of any

1864, (o, Hanilton ang Col. Hu

33 LIFE OF Winrray p, KIvg,
Particular point, I ant one thing

distinctly understood ; that |
v 8m innocent of the murder,

OT can you prove it, i, o, thg Court,
Was in the robbery,

I-defy the
represent,

buy several miles of Your railroad,
But, thank the Good One, T madp no thuse of my Power whilst in
2ce I would sacrifiga no honop

"ought to this afiey defending'
eriment, by these fiendish murderers,
*or 8ix long monthg have I been conlined in the Smoulderingg of |
an carthly hell, far from my fanily ang cver:y worldly pleasuye,
Why so? Because of e testimony of perjured men, I never
asked, protection of the civil authorities but onee
punish the may o seb of e thnt destroyed my brother,
for this stmple request haye 0 be jailed, have to be hung!
Now, I want to show hoy tiings wwont on ng oy trial proceeded,
John A. Finn ang WA, Dus, Attorieys gt law, were against
me; as also were Chas,

dlillikey ang Judge Loving, of Bovling
- Green, -Lawyer Finn made it his business «q ‘examing the .

nesses upon the part of the Uommonv“c.ﬂ.lth; Al it they were not
likely to answer favorab?_y_ fo.3 Lause, ho woull shake hig liead;
“and if an affirmative ANSWer “ywag desired, ho gently beowed his
.head. By meang of this sort he dictated fop t-hq,J_."itnesscs, and
had Evaps, Cornyrell, Riley Tow, .ang son Joln, lj\fia'ré\ﬁeeric-r,
and old Griff, yel| posted. Angif they were likely to blundor, he
Supported them with 5 pertinent question Or Wag of ihe heud,

These were the means employed, op resorted to, in order Ly thieyg
honest defendant, ' )
about being recogniz
stated that T wag one

both your road ang the Gov

An d

When
of the barty, I careq nothing for

one clse Swearing to or identify:'ng
g5 but T was awfully fooled when they com-
me. I was Pointed oyt by every one o the

e a3 one of the gan

menced Swearing to
train,

T want here to give'a circumstar s that oceurred ip January - .

ghes, of the rehq) army, cag’

e ‘J- H

s and that was ¢o °

-,

1.

&y -

R .

\

f
By Y
B Lo 3881, s ons
e T PR S  74 2 ;:‘fh:’)?%@/
. . s [ : il - s
(7. rerm, J';:jl’y and captured the place, Capt. Gillum,
fo Scotisville, Ky,

————

[ ; . 74 é);/}:’ a1,

Copt. JDblllicim, Tather 7

opened In front. "
and was soon in a den

o 7 S desy e Y]

= 7 . 3
j”a?fa’f}?—r’/’f}q o ;23.»—\.1’\/'// 2,

?V Q-krdfpﬁ_f_‘!?;b ’

Y tto

N rrendering, &e.  An order was scn o
Fifey-second Kentuctll:}(;;l su;:l'd dorin 501.[]01.0& kn ¢ m‘y Cim;};agim; |
Franklin to 1)111-.=,uc1 ‘ ins,t PN s cmbs(;c e o
take up march on t 1;t e daye v i oo 1u e
e called Butler’s Landing, came }L n o
R ;‘Cm‘ \ ploﬂfcf:\.'!:l.')?t command, when all at once ¢
I was in the rear

Yas

- rward,
T rushed forw
mowing what was up, . e of
Not Lnt? ‘:: bish whackers,” who m])tlglitlrzls o,
. . my 1l .

. ile intontions by shooting the 1obuj ?iotynml wounding
their hostile in '[L~110105 through the leg of my .b t, ,thc placo from
and also severa en. I looked up = 1ders up

1 ¢ of my m . . ig shoulders up,

and -killing so.ﬂlT came, and seeing & man homI hnirrht Lo able to

mg ¢ame, { Ay

whenee the ﬁml? t him, hoping that one dzy T »all Sonctime

took a good loox: hi ’feqtures, and knew thewm \\Cl- “name s
ot lus fef RIT. rliose nae

_I g nan in our town, l‘mlnklm, “. e 1

fter T met with o me recognized s heing the very 1 £

1 s Walker, whom I recogniz -evented by the friends o

Thomas 2 1 ’to shoot him, but was Pl_[‘j_"'t.lf1 nan, It was herd

was determine im to be a good Tnibn man. . o T

a11- . lared him to a . “or sllltOd me. .
Walker, “ho.dcc it. The Tennessee party nes hotographs ot a7

L] v a - - c [y ! -

for me tolbehmeel of this belief on finding som c'[) ; 3
. arly cured . st on neeount
was l}il'Uiion house, that rebﬂlb r]‘lﬂ-d :!l:';: or lost has ot 3
e that I mistook Walkerfor, ¢ in. ~Now, had I shot .
The man the is Dennett, a Rebel Captain. ot an cnd. T have
3 15 . ‘l\‘- T
Whoﬁe nm;cpe'zcc on carth would have »:ec
Wa Ler, M v

¢ than con-
ceys cume oub more
| T ﬂnd' o bb uld have left the country
remgr i mo .. Hed I done rigit I sho e honted s
:ﬁ::ﬁ?:_huwnq“l-‘l by G":ﬂ‘z’-';might thath.C‘{Z:gl of my brother, I
Bovna T wiched o & self of the death ol f both par-
is ;gvenge myself o oy |
b “'“}I-;C% Eo :o(;.ld ;ot withstand t};g oppoullq o e e
e e d robbers. 7
. remai “Railroad Company an e oney, -
id on the trial, that I ha

identify him.

ties, .w:h'e ﬂ}l.:mc mentioned Oom;.)an}' hrl .
tll;n;U:J::Stand that one of the jury ;u ¢ now, that he had mx.neﬁ
L halter at ome time, ir. I should never think
hissead in the Head you injured me, Sif, But, upon the con-
,ul:“iéuld use 1t, &c;li:nr;cin« the jury I;mnch-‘ n ,You are, sir, &
“thégf revenge by. : _?qken ‘i{t out of Four_pcl?? .035'11)10, a coward.
aidrary, Wouldls‘ﬂ:_:hi;f, and worse than all, if p :
* welyurderer, & 12 .

D Gl iam,

oL & dcfeag;;i‘x ~ Y
photograph, -

’

2
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i : ' - turned against me
My of von seck to hnng me because I was gn officer in the I ed- errs will avenge me.  You have the eontry t}ul-nf o:-erful ang
d eral army.  One of the Jurymen, My, Tsaial, Leris, Iunderstand, bué such will not be the case 91‘7_9-3’5; the trut ; b-olljf in sheep’s
] Was in company with the guerrillas when my poor old mothey ] " will prevail; the cloven i_'oot _m]l.be seen, 4 [_“. o while. an¢
. '? was rolbel, You ronsed up 2 parcel of innocent Women at a late l clothing may do mischief, but it \\‘11}. wear off a mir‘lc sait-{l the
: howr of the night, who never harmed any one, mercly out of ré- the dog hair will again .appear. Y gugeance 1s I;I Le:l et, and
. . f N T 1 rertak
! . vense ta me; and, after all this, came up and put yourselfin ag 5 Lord, I will repay.”  Griff. Wright will be overta e
i ' Jurvman, I did not know it then

then!!! If any one will follow Riley Tow and son at]ittle while,
we — an’t quit it.
~{ they would soon see what they are thex can’t g i e been i
. ] may here allude to my childhood azain, I hay e ever been . :
a positive temperament, consequently acted lmspl?r_i .dIHz;ie\:;
‘ rh 1 ifficul-
thought of letting any one run over me, though I -u'm_tted d et
ties, and was naturally good humored and tender 110:1'1 ed u -
joir:ed the afrmy, I was never destitute of mercy until I got mad.

there, Badas I am, 1 wonld not
with determined enmity at heart,

for that. i is not wap ‘on the
i have same good friends
e for protection once,

|
» else you would not have been ; i
sit on a Jury to try men’s lives, !
No, thank God, I am tgg honest ; .
rebels generally, for T know T !
among them. Men that yseq to run to ’ 1

are now farthest from me. No, insteaq ot
: : “retnrning good for evil,” will not so much
E good Let old Griff and hig

a8 return good for
P .
ot band run over me now, but

T

L

T
swear a He, byt
pay.

fs not, how Diony

Griff. Wy
hundred dollars, - unq Jump ag™

waen there are of
haw Rany there

» - L]
ight Would™ymwear a dazen before hrealkfast for a

your county_that weulq
the chanée, Let ne,

him off s horso ang forced’ him

are that would not, especially for

{
; you I ) - X uzed to fight when a Loy, audnone of my “smiafcs. cmfl I‘dr::;lp
5 will repent it some dny-—wi]l_:ﬂ‘l_ be sorry ennugh, - e -'lj' ’ me, There was'a boy in wmy ucqua_lntgncc by the -nan-]]?i';i S0 eﬁj
: i_j L T want Fou uii to read my history and ask Jourselves the fques- -+ f who ventured to curse his mother in my pres'[er;lcti,’ﬂ'“:(l him goodl
;, ‘ { tion, if you are not ashamed of your course? You have neyer ¢ . raged me thot I took him by the tllr‘f.m_e "‘“I‘ N oiochc-never'didv
g \ =tme to sce me, Ah, You seem to have forgotten past favors, for. T e and-went and told his mother why I did it. ‘lafm"sdq but never
i fotien me. But now, Fouwmay kM o, and thanks be to Him who m“"i J s0 ary wore. While in the army I had severa 1;)unf :,{,34 reai
i 223 ull things well, you can’t 4o any more—can’t make me guilty ' struck 2 man but what I brought hl{n' In the ﬁl‘;ro : el-en:)yidﬁrcéd
H oD e marder of iy poor brother, If T hag my military careep o ment was brigaded in the Ninth Ohio Cava‘h'y- I ]el“' od to the
: 4 geever again, 16 would pe Quite different; for I don’s believe s to Alabaan under General Rousseaw. Then I e ong
4 - -here 2ve a by dred honest men-th Simpson county. The ques.

13th Army Corps. The command ¥as after rebel Gillel'al.r];?;;qgsf;i
After giving him chase we were ordered hack to hashw;1 &% i;;c
" after turning up our saddles I went down to a saloon on z éplll-lath"
square, and there I was met by a huge monster, a perfect Goliath,

. el whoventured to call me “a d—d son of a b—h,” Wh::h = em‘agesi

. e ~ --_-\:_ - ‘v\. A ; ,'_‘,L ol N N - - - re no

Jour attention to what father and “Tgppe you-do during kis Jjfor - T3 ""k_;.'“' = e thal I determined to revenge n?yseli:'. Seeing ¢ erde “;. drew
lane, ang pulled

. ‘ him g gamblg_ at b s my pistol he struck at me, and at 1;t we wen’;:l_. He _iaggl;tem;rbi
i eards, and while there robbed hiy of hijs money, Lt i€-in your L——-f, 2y’ the cape of my overcoat, and held i fust. L ke 1 ’ ound
; bocket and yodq off saying, “‘\good hye Doesn’j‘ eveIS'body ' \ 3 walked upon bim with my feet, and brought bim to the sronne

- ; know tha you woulqd sooner srrenr\‘for money .tha !

trouble of taking it 1,

being committed

Some of you helliong
1Z3nst me jp thig way, and
remember there jg 5 Judgm

n to ‘gL"') to tﬁc‘.
¥ viclenge? Yy, ever heard of q"man’s -
on testimony like this—j, e.\,-\by such characte.::sl"g
Jou have qope W .
459 douht S

ent day not fap
e .

T

off; then, Ife who nevs?

/

. RS %
. . ."’_ P f

AR
i
H -
i .

' Lo y ——
tickle in yourgleeye ; 1, ¥ N

i g iy

-1 Just then his comrade ran up, ;md‘ turning ﬁyself :Llittl.e, ‘gave
E \ him such a kick about the it of the stomach that settled him from

Alar

T . . R b
y ! \‘} all further interference, the hig feIIc_)w al{ thfa w}lflc.h;Id‘:‘n%r__iﬁleth{
; the cape, which gave me a double \'1ctor2 over him; 01,'1\;, B
aid of his strong arms I gave him both fect at once, until he

i}

/ o well nigh dead. The thought of the nick name he gave my mother
/ ! '; H L o = .

. } . .
f |




.80t no game, byt ma
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g I weat back, ip.
told me he guq
» Ky, There 1
en ordered tg Tronk.
on after this we got o
were to report gt Boy.

Bowling Green
8, and wag th
mmand of he post.  So

days, affep which e
ain, and op the 18th q
Were mustered oyt of Serviee. T ghoyld lik i
fary history in connection, byt }yqv:
ing many important jtemsg
12, of June, 1868, 1
under Col. Sam, J ohns
I was the first man thy

ling Green, Ky., ag

men, com-
home guarq»
e at one Mr,
D the fence fop
nced laying up
again; and, o .

menced chasing guerrillas, Qp One occasion «ghe

Joined ug and e put forty to flight. * We foung th

e 'Cnldwe]l’s, who, in order to $ave them, threw dow
© them to P2ss out, i

Passage he comme
" the fence, bit 1gg quickly ordered to lay it down
refusing to do 50,

everal times, Yy, captured thejp
goods, and alse several Federa[_p_xjsoners. On our Way -haok
de ap for i Dext mornip,

ng, for abous daylight
We were arouged by the €nemy from an yp

eXpected quarter, who
was plundering ouy town, Franklin, for horsng&gotafter—the:n;-—q
and they ran off south of thig Place, numberipg ; i
ty-seven,

and having byg
bring him ofF, Having
quit, the Colonel
poer fellow djeg

him fiy
but one loag left, th
being still behind,
near Middleton

e times, but failed to
ought it high time ¢,
I aftcr_wm:ds_learned—t{mtthﬂ'_“'—

me ten mileg distant,
another one of them
; but baving my pistgl
» shot him through before he could fir

| e. His horge wheeled
i at full speeq, My object wag

With my pisto],
orse, how casily

to get hig

he could’s

gl e

But this -

3
. c...___..._i -
4

A T e |
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L]
. ta- piolit arm and
- B t the shot I made pierced his rI%‘llc poor fel-
1w the = dilled him. .
havo shot me. ] i body, consequently killad ]1";11 is city. Ihope
ranged ﬂ“'ougl-l l]lal.-e within abeut two miles of 111:'“_ Lut T can't
‘ low fell from his 1’0 ) I have slain many o poar fe séo capturing
f nsh, N H o 3 '
he has gore to rost le several seuuts over in Tennes -m\,r in Marely,
help it now. I n;?:m{l:oms men.  Lkilleda grci\_t m.'m_ll thenee to
| 2 great many of - ards ordered to Lexington, \_y:, theve I got to
| 1864, Ias afteras out to the mountains~ It w M-itteﬂ rape on
- a s¢ . S ' :
Trvine, t‘hcm.c'on '1: +, noted for his having conl:E; eperated in
kill the guomll:{. hpd:ei* as Virginia affords. _tt- in like man-
1 characters @ o to cominit, y
some a3 g;?o:.ni., and allowed his troops ‘f’ snt. My respect for
Western Virgi .',nc to an unheard of extent. man for a like
i 4t i . . H
ner, the 5:1:110".01;0“1:1 have caused me to kill ﬂt‘.‘:{ns are very rug-
the  fair se; ‘i lent not excepted. The nlwun .11 q.lopt‘s you were
osid ir sides and -
offense, the Pres a misstep on their sic ol s this ve-
ged, and if )-o}l‘mat}cc:‘d Qe destitute and backwar \&_elr fiftcen
o ftaoiie COG. - &2 | Q4 WATonN. 2
gone, world \Tmlm;h'e there who never saw a w 110 w6 to Mt. Ster-
. u 'l Al * -’
gion that old me ere marched back to Irvine, t “tlrehel John Mor-
days service w cﬂ“’ aalt works in Virginia, to mee tarn. Col. Grrider
. hance to the salt works 'l us to re ) t
ling, thene ing into Kentucky, caused u; ur troops hy taking
gan, who, com ° Pound Gap. 1 defendct- Otle rear during our
being orderei . 3 then afterwards placed in th
e front, and w23 the Ganeer, forty days
_":_:_th 7 ﬂ?m,g_ douving my danger. _* to clatm.. After folt?‘ day
mareh, t then than I was willing to cl: thence to Lexington,
. ns ¢ line |
ln me just th to Mt Sterling, ly, and on
ing returned to Mt the 4th of July,
hard scouting This was on ccoriment.
‘line Green. . ortion of the reg
thence to Bowling Greenville with a p informa-
3 ordered to Gre insville, and there got in
the Tth wad ord to Hopkinsville, ‘necidental
y . e wenb to jonad by an acel
Te_ﬂﬁ_ﬁ,rt time w ‘hich was oceasion 1 at
g K ath, whic ! . . unwell a
. father’s death, iend.  Tdeing very
tion of my hand of a friend. ) -
- arcless han( o finding it
s shot. from t}:“ °“1ut proper to visit.my mother; é“zcn to ?oin my
iy R urrh QH T .
f° 7 this time, ¢ OFQrfmklin and thence to Bonhn{,t' lace, went again
s o u . .
‘ safe, wen: to‘l‘hus interchanging from pl‘lcckllinzvil‘e, Ky. From
. u == »
! ’ _commﬂn‘]-l west, to guard a b“dgc. neﬂlIJ ¢ to Franklin, Ky.,
I' soom furt;’l"u' n ,thcncc to Russellville, thene
:to
} thence to It s U

‘ . .,L_.-«\

§ ARy

\.,d-"', -
;50
T,

iver. thence
sse¢ river, the
down the Tenne imc was
Florenee, thence v Zy. My tim .
P Ak, them':lcl ) Ala., thence to Bowling Green, Ky
to Huntsville, Ala,, :

+

Col. Qrider put mere eonfidanen
wot., WTILEE T

o
in, T thence to Athens,
Nashrille, thence to Franklin, Tenn.,,

thence to Nas y
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g
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: _ . ' ' . . ants, never knew !
spent in ease after this, as long as I remained in the service. I " made my escape; but losing SI%:;:\.OIE-*;:::}’Iilt:&li::\si’on to think of
remenmber that while I was i Alabama, W. C. Holland, accompa- what became of them. H?w ,01 intml- retation of this dream would
nied by guerrillas, eame to my mocher's louse and robbed them, this during my trial. A 11te.1 a thag I ;lm to-day.
He appeared in court against me, Isaiah Lewis also came at place me in o far better condition . ;
another time with the chief of gucrrillas, ITarper, at the hour o ’ .
midnight, interrupting and robliinz my defenceless mother and . st things Griff. did was to induce Mort. Ree-
sisters, and afterwards is a Juryman, to csentence me to death, - Oue of the meanes Y t;o one could cspeet better of him, as
ITad I been rightly at myself, things would have assumed a differ- , der to swear falsely. ¢ that would do this would steal butter
ent “517'0“_- I had no yelative to advise me, and my friends totally 1{3 j he led thf} way- A n;::'md Lor rob.a grave yard. I always had :
forsook me. The first hint glven me about the train robbery was ' r from a ch-k; ‘_“«‘:'5CI Sﬂ--s‘ ,uts them at once in.motion. In order ;
from the mouth of John Thompson, who asked me if I did not : war prodlivitics, bus thi 'p'ur T stole out at night and murdered
awant to make some money ; and on receiving an afirmative an- . to revenge myseIE: of :'m m_ln Y,You may guess I felt good then,
swer, let me know that the train would be thrown off, and that if - - four of Col. Tlamilton * ?w:;vc'ﬂ it over my head, exnlting over
it was,znarded, he being on board, would give the nlarn:[; F un Rt for I took off my h:}t ﬂ}1 L too dark for any on to sce me, in or-
guarded, it would be robbed. My brother told me that he had had N I my vietory, thoush 1t'\\ clzf,'ut novw L am confined, can’t help myself;
similar propositions mede to him, and T advised him for God’s 7 derto shave my g,lor)_- t along in prison. J am menaccd nn}l
sake not to have anything to do with it. I think that no one can CA and oh! lwow bad w cl'gf? Blo‘:c’:ks of wood are drawn over me .
but sce Thompson guilty. TR . l threatened out o.f A Jcursing. Oh! I am so unhappy. 7
] ' J L . N N daily, accompanicd by threats on 'IT; ow to & corteinty that
. o . ; f(fdf T Let mo look back. T wont say that L kn £ the monay. - ©
TIIE GREAT SECRET. . ey ) Tow “.a's in the .1‘0‘01301')", but will say le g!ob pﬂl"t 0 ': ot u;d to-..__f‘_
" MarcH 28, 1867, ‘l e OLet, me look back. Yes, I look Dack end regret having tr o

. ‘ . : ; in o close place and . -1 .
T've got the secret at last. On last night therd wag o general | __. ... LD el e o v hduple L0 STOGRT sgly. I was in & g ]

i
| . PO . TP ] ““1.::
. SR 14 B o orals ; L0 Swoar LSty . -auld
A - - T e et LY I inauce my pueupie - . o nce woul
. conversation among the prisencen. I affectéd sleep,"and I heard ° A ihoueht 1); best, fecling fearful tizai Mors. Reeder’s evider . ‘
thoug ? '

- Charley Smith say that Riley Tow told him, th (i i o
C . o 3 T X , that Hi‘ll"\"y King had _': o enoush to save me. . . a
" told him (Tow) all about the triin robbing, and that he (Sﬁ]ith)l : ¥ mot be Strol‘;;’k bacz. Yes, on “reflection, I see no-ﬂ}mg fo_ cnuse
gave West Iirn and Biill Finn a quart of whisky, E’ﬁcﬁl‘xﬁf‘th&y'“'“ e l e shment 516 Just L ey
N

t and puni .
. s - . . to feel that wy confinemen . ; L.
went to’George Spears’ on Saturday night, and there Abe Owen ; T 3 to sare me, f0 310 BT B

: ; S intends 1t as 2 mean . t
loaned them Lis pistol .y ‘ LN v ! I/ thet'God in ! 4]l accompany me to
e ) y OT 1my .pLED]‘, which he had previoudliy b=~ — g |\,«~.. 27 These ave my last reflections, and they % I? KING.

rowed. Abe Owen decoyed him ofl, and the two Finns, accompa- e T g T "?j;q{ e o I W E

nied by Cornwell, Bug Wainscott, and Joe Payne murdered my ‘ \”,-:q‘ i tho grave: . ) - . A I
“hrother. . ' co ) \i f ‘ . '

n‘-_"""- J— & ! ‘
. : T —— i

MY DREAML ™

I dreamed last June of going up beside a muddy river, with
s_evcrnl men following after me; and there was a nob ne:n‘ the
miver, even on the bank; and "that I made my way to its summit,
and, behold! it parted in two, or broke on my right side. At this

it T
e L T,
-V""‘-'
J
.
1]
AY
-
~
r
. L ]
.

instant Ileaped from it into a fiel, and running off i angles, i ) -'
. ey '
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‘aftér arriving there, was sent to the barracks, where I remained

-y
-

v . . . . . for three weeks, after which I was mustered out of service. I

i

[ —

graze and hravery,

almost amounting to inhumanity. I
and great guas, so deadly ajmed :
off vietorious and safe,
near Goldshogo, North Carolina, v
days and nights before we returned t

walked up frem the water, a
Baltimore,
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REVISED BY nEv. L.‘ M. HORN.

Fl_mxxr,r.\', Ky., Mareh Ist, 1867,
. orn in Macon County, Tennessee, Qc-
a5 Taised by honest, fruthful pavents, . As

; parents moved to Si ;
they reside to this dav.  Oh! what & e T e

thiis, Silnhson Count.\,. @ pity for me that I ever s'aw

lieve, the country g

oy,

T, Abraham, Owen,' was hor
toher 224, 1842, T

the aze of sixteen my

ot into an upro
' Soan after the (declar
R TR

g ar, resulting as ¢very one Lknova,
a n -, - 3 ) ] . ’
o e o 1.1n of war, the President, Lincoln,
RN 3t o080 i i :
o s b0 protest th ._'J‘nt old. Union and Constitution of
e e Ameries, o which our poor old fathers had ’
s “ d (1_\( » 10 years' long. sone by, In Docemb 2
. -y . = . ., Hildk
i {” 0 .J‘:I_;JB for the glorions old Union. I vol fl’ ol ol
. g ' > ¢ . unteerad o
i m“m‘mdmu.olflxt(;ntucl\y Caralry5Company H, Captain Fleel o
. . ‘ f H N ETH]
crmmanor of 1¢_company.  Colonel Hodges command dn‘ln
: i - L served three years ond six months ¢ o beors
vies permitted to return to my o
parents, an peace and pleasure.
when I volunteered to fis
[

natiy
ative home, or the homs of my

I was about eighteen years oli.

1 "
it for my country. This T did with great

-

During the war I underwent every

species of hardship and trial,.-
have faced the great battles
at our country,

but
After the war had e ' arays came

ased, I was relieyed
€ were upon the waters four
o 1001\-.0 land, and, after landing, I
g around; found myself in -

Ther i Yy
ere Uboarded a train for Louisville, Kentucky, and
)

In about two years after my father settled

before

L4

——
[y

was discharged honorably, and punctually paid off, Ithen started
for Simpson, the old homestead, and after being at home a few
days, setinto work for a living. I.determined to make my living -
honest and henorably, without soldiering or stealing. But, alas!
only two short years expired before I was accused of murdering
my closest ncighbor boy, which is too intolerable to think of.
There was a train of cars thrown off the track, some three or four
miles north of Franklin, our county seat, and passengers robbed.
By who? By some fourteen men. It was on the night of No-'

vember Sth, 1866. " OFf this I am accused. Dut, thank God, I was. .

at home that night. Some few days following, there was a young .-
man murdered, brutally murdered, near where Tlived, by the name ™ °

of Harvey King, By whom was he murdered? There was _no
gne scen any ways near him—no person found to tell anything

about it—to tell who killed Harvey King. Bat 1 had boi'_rov.'ed a .

pistol from . P. King, the murdered man’s brother, on Saturday
Defore. The resson why I borrowed it was, because I had’ con-
templated a visit to Tennessee, to see some connections, and

thought I would like to have it with we, as it was some fifty mile8

over there, and having nothing of the sort, thought I might need

it, (that is the pistol), to defend inyself, as it was along ways from”

home, and a strange place to me—consequently, I went to a' man
whom I had ever taken to be a good friend, and horrowed a pis-
tol. On Saturday evening before the following Sabbath, (I aimed

4 to stapt);iT borrowed the pistol, but when Sunday morning came,
. }ﬂ-«o/fs.e later than common, and when I got up my mother- bad

preakfast réady. After which I and my youngest brothér went
and fed our stock as usual. Before we had returned to the house,
a young man by the name of John Prater came, and had got-in
the houso but a short time before W, P. King came in ‘also. M.

Ring asked for my brother, and wished to see my father too. His .

business with my father, ho said, was to get him to keep up his
- stock, which were troubling him, )

about five minutes; then, mounting his horse, rode away. : I was-

coming from the stables, and went into the house, and when I got
e Ki

»

But the gentleman only staid -
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. - cent into the r- A
into the house, who should I find but John Prater? ITe wag an ‘ Land my brother, and when we got there, { “-Qn-z n;:;e?: Mr.
old acquaintance, and lived some ten op fifteen miles off. e had . w?ere lay the corpse, I‘TF b;‘:::?- PICI;;S;?:\—: :‘lecP all that were
rode about five miles that morning, hating come up within that _“' elty, Mr. Turaer, a:m 1- r'-t'hlti; f;]. so u*]ii,l my parents came,
distance the evening hefore, ITa said he had come purposely to : n 'the voom. 1 rcma-.nc}I ‘trll n asked F.;thcr.if lh:)' were rroing‘ to
go to a baptizing, and wished me to g0 with him. . The baptizing which was about dark. ]::1 a{h‘rnnti:rel - (hen remarked to
was about four miles distant, My, Prater. soon put at me to go stay . all night, and 116I r]‘;Pt;er . bq;:k Iw)n.lc “Yes,” soid she,
with him, I replied that I eould not go, adding at the same time, : my '"Othcr‘that_l Il]f;. ° v o%m ;stbroll‘.t‘l‘. and the liftle negro
that my horse had been Lard at work all the week, and was with- ; ,'j  youn had, \;}e ha:f;l it ‘5 }3)'0;11 Fbe -;gfmid I and my brother then
out shoeg, &c.  “Oh yes, Fowean go” said mother, “it will not Y 2 thc”f’ n&“} they il El\iezbiogetilc;. .On Tuesday morning, soon:
hart your horse to ride that distance,” and if she was in my place, ' . returac fome, ;s “-1 ’Yt oldest brotlior wcntdto help dig tlie
would go, adding at the same, time that we “ gught to he gellin’ off, : / nfterk.)realeast, andmy nel. they sav T murdered. . - * .. .
it was almost nine o’clock, and if you don’t hurry you will not _‘ / grave for t}:.e y.oqu m:.m E lin;'lrst ialigtl;i: statement, though in -
get there in time for the Laptizing, T then concluded not to goto ’ W. P. King is the nm;lt lﬂf e thin"}ﬂ all my ife; never:.
Tennessee until the following weck, but went on with Alr. Prater, P all candor I never !:houg__ .2 -f—?‘é—f’:-:.:-é_"m:n_-' bove., TIF such had T

A5 my horsa wos in had plight fur Gie hicnded trip, as I have T ) thotght cl,f mu_rt(zerlﬂgf Onirgern:jyn}'nollfc_‘]: ccrgnki.nl‘y would have

showa before, T sent a little negro for my horse, and was soon - been my c1s1)1?s:1 IOI}—H‘O m men who robbed mv poar old parentsl

ready. We nceordingly started out for the baptizing, but hap-. . sou'ght the - etilo -n:ose Thew even tool: 1he last coverlid from’i

pened to o to the wrong place.  However, I mentioned that we . ‘{;“‘{ while I waf 1{1 1 e'ald. Jrr'.du'lls 1‘2'].10 lived elose bj’, and who would- -
o, but remember to have said to Prater, if e would as soon Al my mother’s bod—individuc Y

. - . o 10 ol i nd who havebeen seeking it ever
g bl Widow Kings to chureh, that we would go that way. willingly have token my life then, and 1 Y

' | " Y onclusion that they =
G e added @ all right,” and on we went, Now, he is a . since I left the army. I amnow foreed to zlltlle:* . ?:s by ;'“:eali-.
. ) E L wa .
senttera and o young man that stands fair, and is respeeted by o concluded there was no chance__éff) get me, i_nn ﬂ]: wc-—cme S
: : . 4 ine falsclv -eari e away— 3 -
ean was with me until :\Iondaﬁwrnmg, and after my brothep o ing falsely—Dby swearing my Hife away !

v 4 zisier started for school, he started for home. T then went 1
on about my business in the usual way, and was at home all dc}y,.
till nearly night. Then my little brother and sister returne
school, by the way of Mrs, Kings, and found Havy

and their God, who knows everything, knows fhat I knew n.othiu.g
: about the murder of Harvey King, nor did I even suspéct his
T death until his body was found, and I and my pe_:ople 5er}t for. E
- , affirex-hefore God and man; that I never knew a single thing about
T e gt =

d from
e;“IKinga

- - ST . . emned. I am clear, and I thank
murdered corpse, and eame on by where I and my other bricheps--F>e: C} E“ ““‘-:f' Lo mm-der for 1\']110:11 Iban‘:.t ;:onis over, I returned home and lay
were hauling.  With this news came also g request from Ars, | /4 God for it. After the burial w :

King that our family would come over that night,
wy work, and told = boy to unharness my horses, and started; ~—
going through the house, and asking my mother if she was
not going over, % Yes,” said she, “ag soon as I get my busi-
ness arranged, I am coming.” So I then started for Mrs,
Kings.  After leaving the house a ljttle ways I met John
John Tinn and his son-in-law, and asked them if they came by,.
and if there weve many persons there, &e. o then started on,’

down as usual, to take my rest, never dreaming of beil;!g sztspecied,._'-_
much less accused of murder. But, :,ﬂns for mti;r _iaten the ]Lf;cllc;l
lowing ilight, or at the hour of two.o clock, .A. _“.;1 “‘S ca_;_é_
by my father, whose voice I recognized, s:.1y1ng, m]\.e 15“50
one at the door.” And, calling upon the mh:uder, as,:cd 117713
are you?’ The answer was a friend. I raised 1'1}1 .m my, bed:e..
and seized hold of a musket which set near me, t.llunkmg ot first
I would defend myself, but was forced to take a different _cczm'sc,

o

“ : \ “i '
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fOI’ I hCﬂl‘d f.l o ¥
’ cm ca]l fOl' e, i
im, an o 1 l;l ) ﬂ‘ddlllg tIlflt thc inf:ended to have

I then thought T
. Jig shouldn’t show fier 1l-
gun aside, and called to my bro‘t e Wake up, Seoe Iy

rillas are heve.” : .
end cral\;\-l;;:'{ iii:tdn:]g him soEmd_ asleep, raised up the
upon me, hoping to eseape uimlﬁeit:-s ;Y htclsl:’ and pulled 1y brother
gent wy father j . Yol weintruding papte (1
time, l'e{urncdr ;:t?nihti‘l oom after me, But fceling ‘:xhpout}sotl;:(;[_l
head to see wh,o .itywacs, I ‘}M)m]mm is not there.”  Poking ouy m
aid see fOl'yOUl'SC‘IVQS :, :{:;‘l‘(] my father say, “ Go il'l, gcz”cmcny
came. One of the px.u-ty cll?r ﬁzo? prlochmlla Hght, and in they,
out, savine ¢ Aught me by the head, | y
tim:: ?fli:ug:rhbi;mc out ]301‘0, you d——fl’ murder;{;.gndf.lf):]izdi;lfe
murder of ci[arv:‘};II%P"z:“”as’ but they soon charged me with tll:z
‘home they besan t thlf:-‘:t. After taking me o little wys from
" if Iam to be hung 1 -:;Ien 0 hang e, and saig 1, « Gentlemen
body can be carcdb’for‘:'l " g0 no farther ; hang me here, and m ;
~-carried to sevora] Iu, &e. I\f'ns placed on a bag horse anflv
Thus unfeelingl I;n;cs, ““‘I-Wltncssed the arrest of otherjmen '
before stated Io_.Y unsparingly was I rushed into prison 1'
! » L Was accused of robbing the tr ain; °°n50qu:ent.]tys
H

tIlOI‘itieq Bt an Lol
2. dhorities. Bk on boine tpicd fons
siag trivd for‘the murde

_Wes accordingly brought to Franklin,
ag I c?ncciw'c, with much unfairness \
t.he prineipal witnesses, who aﬂirn;ccll
lies, Among the many that deposed 1

r of 'Harvey King,
: The trial proceeded, and
Men of bad character were
allld SWore to many barefuced
gunst me were Griff, W
» Wrieht
» and John Evans, all meq ofucfe},ﬁﬁ

. Godis m : i
mony of these men byeJ\:Sﬁ; ey is
County. The passengers wh,o
tl_:e robbing were also decejved
different ; consequently. '
honestly” mistaken, ’

seemed to'identify me

. My habit of dress wag
their testimony falge,

Now, if 2ny one were to

80 well in
altogether
I believe they were

guess that T wag

ber, saying, ©Wake up, the guer.- :

held in cust
ody by the milit -
ary an- . o .
'y ans .. - . as of 2 love of character. Non_one likes to be exposed, especially

’ for hird. Tle died & most cruel death. But why should I give

& - i
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present and aided in the matter, I wonld say you guess very well ; '
and if you were to state that Bill King was the deepest, or at
least as deep in the matter as any one, you would guess well; :
and if & man was to tell me I was first on the train, and Bill. 1
King the last, I should ask him how he knew? But I deny: i
having my foot erushed, and deny having on o hat, and if acenged, ¢
should deny shooting with intent to kill—and if I am allowed to |
guess, Lshould guess thatafterafew breaths of more sober reflection, ‘
one of the party began to meditate upon the sacredness of amother’s :
love and advice, and, therefore, began to devise somo means to ;
obviste the horrible deed in order to save the lives of the passen- |
gers, consequently proposed having his own way, which was to
jump the train on a smooth plain or portion of the road, and
thereby spare the lives of the unsuspecting travelers, and to pre-
vent, also, a general wreck of the train. DBub'in this proposition,
as in another which followed, was ruled down. It was stated also,
on oath, that I had on a hat, and that I wore a moustache ; this is
als¢ false, for I had on neither, but, on the contrary, wore.a
heavy pair of whiskers. But one great crime often leads to
another, Harvey King was killed, but not so much out of malice

those of whom the people cxptet better things. King and I are
both innocent of the murder, but it may be that we both deserve
to die. Ve have been falsely condemned, and the jury knows that
it was not, nor ¢ould it be proven that we did the murder. Cap-
tain King and I both tried to got the poor boy away. But, alas

the names of the individuals who committed the deed? They are
my fr‘iends, and anything that would lead to their conviction”
would do me no good, but much harm to them, and worse than all,
the enemy would exult. Two lives will soon have paid the forfeit ;
et that suffice. o E
I should guess that all the men engaged in this matter were ar-
“rested but two, and these two do not live in this State. Bu this {
is.not all—allow me to guess a little further—that whisky prompted
some of this party to action, and had they been sober, some of 1}

their bravest men would have shuddered at such 'a thought. Bub |
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Was present when this thing tool:s
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this is all guess work, you understand. But I tell you Biii, King
did not kill his brother, neither did he have it done, He was
Lilled by one or more of 3 party, a.nd the pistol T borrowed of
King was Joaned of me to another parcel of men to « spree upon,”
said they, but my impression was that they intended to kill Riley
Tow, bat it proved to he another man,
would have worked better for ys had we we
were to have gone the morning of his death
rushed madly in% danger. Capt, King was notified of the dan-
ger that IHarvey King was in, and he scemed to heed the notice,
for he tried to get him off, but all to po avail.  Poor fellow,
he has left 2 gnod mother and good friends to mourn hjs loss, and
had he sufiered himgelf advised by them, he might haye been kere
to-day. I said I didn’t know who killed my neighbor boy, nor do
I certainly know the Yery man that billed him, I think T cotld”
guess, but why should I even do this, since T nor no other heing )
could he benefitted byit? I might be deceived. Were Tina
room with a half-dozen other men, and my sight shuf off with g
Vlind, how could I tell who touched me first or last, Might not
all teuch me, op might not one touch me severa] timfes";‘ and the
remainder touch me never at all? T tell you more than one man
dlace. So, according to Your
testimony, some one is guilty, though he never be kn  For
in your court-house you prov
the pistols fived, Bus, unfortunately for him, hig tongie always
was a little too long, and had he only held his peace, he, too, ntight
have eseaped.  Ife Lner Iwasabr
me to be the beldest and most adventurous man of all his brgther's
aequaintances, and that if T Lilled him, it
of other men, and not out of malice, cons
Ut more than that, Griff, Wright promised him in all about
31,700 of the reward noney (better pay than robbing cars), if
lie would ferret- ont the whole matter—hence his efforts to punish
me. But “give the devil his dues,” and after all, King i3 a het-
ter man than men are wang to ¢all him, : o
I know I have heen o
ment that were wrong

Poor Harvey, thingg
nt to Tennessee, VWe
, but he being drunlk

owin.

as done at the instanee
equently Iaid it to me,

bad man—have done things out of amuge-
y and If T were o tell all

about my war

ave man, and, perh}r_ps,‘he]ie\'cJ\'\Z.‘
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ed that Capt, King was absent when -~ -
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scrapes, some people would think me very n.m:ml. ::.31::: ;S:;:zie
that I was a Federal soldier, and that I was in t-lfl S o
than three years, consequently saw a greut m:uf) fl. ,:;n," e
dured many hardships, and under- circumst'nncea su t'l 55001:“ AN
could help but do wrong sometimes. Wlen o-ntf 15;0 o m{m}.’
home, so far from friends, and in a land of enemies, b .n.d 0y
. ,,Einrrs to evil. T have been thrown from my <.:omma‘ ,u ,
flif:nfx%onec without purse or serip, and on one occasu_)n'I 1GCI0 ee
t(c; 1121\’(3 t:’Lken a horse thet came near cos-lin;_'; nie m‘y hfc;; . \';i::
afoot, and far from friends, Wearlied :;ntd ;n-etl :]c'.;rlﬁm:?c s(tc.ﬂd,, o
wn to rest, and while there thought of my+ o [ omestencs P
;'I:nts and {riends, and cou}[d b}llbn:iel? :li.el{;ml}.li:::l:-:-:h?dl;t:gl;i e
ar again to hu : a3 ‘ -
{fj;’f?;sl atsgill;ittian:oga, and comi_nf;; toa 1‘;0usc_'.s“_l__?—p%)*q;.'l__t_]<:a_ z_cii E‘:
“morsel {6 eat, A good lady gave 'me a lunch, ah¢ .c.m Vet ;7
Possi & by the stable I saw a fige horze, and, alter rcaching a |
ESZIS::E mz;le me a bridle of bark, and slippet}.b]a'c‘.: fc;;bntlﬁrclfsjseé N
After bridling him I was ordered by the gool la }. 0 o hovss
be, 1 ing 3 red on. I hadabout thirty
be, but seeing no man present shove : ity fve
i to go before I could reack camp. A'itcr awhile I :
iy Od :'w.' half-dozen men coming, and discovering that they.—
]\112‘1: il'inaht‘after me, put off af fall sptz]et]. l;l'tilley fﬁ:um;l;ixlvfnsiz; .
T aligh \ t and hid, and thoug safe
me, and I alighted and run off and hid, ok et
as a book. DBut they soon hauled'me out, e
; i kill me, but for the goo y
f?:es}sz‘fnzga;et-};gsf teiiefn;:her til,ne,I got lost from my team,
sak )\

le from a rebel wagon. In-
==2and was, cempelled to press a good mu g

i laces. At one time I wagteam- .
Sf:;l’ ilfia;ee:teiili I::;;ﬁ?i c;z;:IPGeneral Wheeler, witnessed ;he
i-oss’(;f several p‘i:cces.of al?tillery and many :?}L;lefslz“{;;dailllz;l totg
turned and fived on the rest, which causeda terrille |<I= an agvise
mules and wagons. But this is cnly bj-:tbe “'a'ly.] wou
young men to keep out of armies. Itisa ];mr_ p.a{:e.h e
Buct where am I now? In jail, shut out frozm all the ple e
of this world, And what am I tobe hung for? Why, for noijlu_lr_].;
tpect to be hung, but will be innocent of the charge, L1}an
:([;:S-{JGCI dow’t know what is to become of my poor o.ld IEI(ZLK"I'.

P
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: I believe it will kill her, Tell her not ¢ grieve for me; I will be ’ - -
. bcttcf' off.  IFather, you paze me good advice, and tried to rajq 0 ' ) o - -
: | me right. ’You know I am inngeent of the murder of Haryey - ) ' ’ - R
i' e it D120 s o ] |
] orin without end! Tareywe » dear mother, faroyell—_ £ . ’ oot
. yourself in the belief that T am going to i’Ieaven. F::z?;?t - ot TIE EXECUTION : ‘
f.'l.“](!l‘. I had hoped to stand by you huyour old age, but Isoo::: l : : - b : Tyt :
will ]1:1.-.'0 been done with thig world.  Farewell, brothers ; fare- o 3 The 'follo'wir.sg, which is from the Nashvills Union and Dispatch
vell, sisters—farewell, forever ! Tell all my friends good-hye, is very nearly correct: ' SRR o
Tell them to mect me iy Ieaven. ABRAHAM OWEN. - onz pav.t e w
Yesterday expirved the respite from the sentence of deatl, passed~ ="’
t . upon the ruilroad robbers, William P, King and Abraham Owen, -
L by the Cireuit Court of Simpson County, Kentueky, for the mur.
;} N S der of EI:u-Te}’Kiﬁg, a member of the band, and brother of the'
) 3 "' chicf, one of the prisoners. The morning broke clear and cloud-
i-‘ 3 less above the beautiful littls town of Franklin, where the death
£ > ' sentencewas to be cxecuted. The birds were sweetly warblin zin
H L . the trees, and a cool hreeze swept over thd hroad green landscape,
{ : giving premise' of 4 lovely day, searce in keeping with the ter- -
i : ! / rible events wlich were to transpire before the setting of the sun,””
E, / ‘ . and whick were to seal forever the fate of two erring human be-
0 .
¥

ings who kad dared to tread the path of death in deflance 6f in-
evitable comsaquencen. - : ST
The prisorers were, on Thursday, removed from the dungeon
in which they %ad heen confined, on the lower floor of the Jail
" ,r*:::;‘-‘;w‘l‘lil_d_i,ngptheir n&w quarters being much neater and cooler, and
< Dettor adapted to the reception of visitors and friends. The wife
of King, to whom he had been married only three months before
his arrest, and his mother and two sisters, who reside some four
wiles from Franklin, visited the prisoners on that day, in com-
pany with the mother, sister, and brother of Owen, They re-
mained with the prisoners nearly all day, bidding a last farewe]l
as they parted from them toward its close. L 3 -
The approach of the terrible day scemed to affect them very lit-
; . : . tle, and they doubtless ex‘pected at least a commutation of thein
W ) ' ' ' S i sentence to imprisonment for life, Every effort had been made to

' } ' save then.  The wife of King and his mother, soon after the pas:
" x

m Sy - ——
'
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.
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THE EXECUI'IO:\'.
sago of sentence, '
L. AL Hor
orn, and by Tepresenting that the

the prisoncrs wa
: S such as to g,
. | - mand a respit .
Prepare for ;8 ) pite, that the
pare for the fate which avaiteq the, sccured a fifey ;:xngfyhf
- s

On the approach of that
Wasresorted to. It wag p

L) ) c
wife of King would he |

_in company with Rey.
Spiritual condition of

.

et

day, another expedient to gain time
o t;cscntcd to Gov. Dramlotte that the
gircuit Court, such evidenee '1.‘1131-:'(;”:? alt " 1{““? o 01t
Govermep o8 ( : utd clear the nprisoneps
o g:lh;:;ls'mg:o' give t]n‘em ample oppol'iunitypto pl';:'zlthg:e
oo convwed, noc,n:n respited them to June 28th.  When th(;
by e T ;nd qa t]cmp:t; whatever was made to prove anything
S, rf‘l’li; w.s t]tc tunc_ Wore on, still anothep cxpcrimcntt:
Vo o m -as ttc. arrest of an old map named Riley T ' '
oved from Simpsof to Allen County, on 5 ch’slrrrreo‘:f,'

'7‘_"11:1‘;1'nr* murdey
Iy dered Ilaryey 1% i
. ) . e ne, T " L2
g otI::Ils, fuiled i its ultiy o, Ob_jac i 1 scheme, however, Jike the
Deanwhi ;
. X vhile, the rolbeyg had been planning
‘one time suceeeded in o & an cseape.  They at

. utting o

b.ut coming to alarge bed 0?' roI:Z']: ;:rougl? oo SEtho e

==~ give up this mothod of egress, St 1']‘(.3':.1-';-’ wer
At a i i

. nolthcl bHme they outwitted the Jailer, ran ¢}
Y fleﬂr}: effected theip escape, a bullet § I, ]

stopping his flight, ang Owens being 1 hon

kitchen, ) n ?

. -Even up to j?Stel'day

e guard, :'u;d
arm of Wing gpl
found beneath the Ilooc;' of 2"

morning they had not givenup 110'13'0 S

lief from somo uarte ) . “
qu GATII‘;Eanc? constantly asserted their inngcepce, ha L v white gloves upon their hands, and narrow-brimmed straw hats
_ RING OF THE PEOPLE, - ) upon their heads. When dressed the ropes were placed around
Thourh Simpson County has pey hi‘lPS‘bcen th s their necks and their hands bound together with stout leather
bIOOd.Y' murders and outrages as any other in Ke seene of as many strips, secured by buckles. : -
3:::;1“011 Ihad ever before taken Place within e;zugkyd ao pub‘hc !,[ - TWhile they were being thus prepared for the dveadful fate that
o thpena,ty had never before been paid by any v ;n- ors. The __ __ } awaited them, they appeared perfectly cool and Sclf-po§se590lls
: e novelty of such g revoltine exhibiti J Violator of Iay; §1 —  King complaining that he was so bound that he could not even
thousands to throy aside busmesscfor the d o cou.I 20t but Jead 1 reach his mouth with his hands. o
2y to witness i, ,___._\’r‘ji\ . The Sheriff asked Owens if he wished the collar of his coat
}I #77 turned so as to conceal the rope, but the latter answered that ke
. Lo, b .
. i .
' [ = ,

-y
~

A s s e

" the head of a company of twenty-two armed citizens, broke

-
s the Imees.

TIOE EXECUTION. 51

At seven o'clock all the saloons and other establishments for
the sale of intoxicating liquors were closed, and when, at nine
o'clock, the bell at the court-house rang out the ominous signal
for the gathering of the guard, the crowd had gathered at various
points on the Square, eagerly watching for the first movement to-
ward the jail. In a fow moments, they moved toward the head of
the street, leading from* the Square to the prison, but here the
densc mass which quickly came together, were stopped and kept

back by the soldiery.
AT THE JAIL.

It was not long cre Sheriff Bogan and Captain R. P. Finn, at

through the crowd and marched to the jail, where, upon their arri-
val, the detachment of twelve gunards from the Second United
States Infantry filed off, leaving tli2 prisoncrs in the-hands of the
civil authorities and the citizen guards,

While these movements were going on outside, Rev. Samuel =™
Borthwick, Rev. W. F. HMarwell, Rev. J. F. Redford, Rev. 0. H.
Morrow, and Tev. In. DL Horn were closeted with the prisoners,

__ singing and praying with them, they joining in tha services, but |

i ———- - ey

_ still stubbornly asserting their-innocence and the unjustness of ]
. their prospective punishment. Lo ' S
At twenty minutes to cleven the prisoners were brought down

into the hall leading to the cell they had at first occupied, and
were there dressed in a suit of black alpaca, the coats reaching be-
Black cloth shoes were placed upon their feet,

?
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R Ty

Was proud to wear the rope, and
posed to view, _ .
They shook hands With 2 number of
good-bye, and expressing t
By the time the pr

" Infantry, in commang
lin Cornet band, whicl
in attenda
also st

desived that it should remain ¢y, .

-~

officials, bidding thei
he hope to meet them in a better world,
isoners were ready, Company T, 24 1. 3.
of Licut. Maize, and headed by the Fran)k
1 King and Owens had both reqiested to be
nee, marched up to the Jail.  Soon after, tio w2gons were
ationed there, one of them containing seats for the prison-
ers, sherifF, clergy and Physicians, while in the other were placed
two plain walnug coflins, over whicl, o quilt was thrown,
King ahd Owen weye then brought out, the Iatter
set jauntily upon his head, and with o lighted cig

Some more shaking of hands ang hearty farewells
J asserting their innoeence
L

with his hat . -
ar in his moath,
were exchanged,

the prisoners invariah] » and everything

+ Was ready for a march

.- T0 TIIE GALLOWS,

et "’_['hcs_c were bout half a mile south of the t'own, and Duilg
within three feet of the railroad track, with broad, unfenced fields .
extending to the right and lofs,

As none of the eitizens were 1wil-
livg that the execution should take place on_ their promises, Gren ]
<-ibdtrument of death” had been raised o

pon the property of tha ° ‘
Louisville and Nashvillo Railroad Company. TR c

It was o little after clevey o’clock when the solemn procession -

started from the jail, The band took. the Iead, foliowed by the
infantry wnder Liout, Maize. Then came the w

agon. with th_.',.:,..__._,_,'\ .'\‘"“&AM
prisoners, followed by the one containing the coffins, and the raay - E?JL\--., e
was brought up by the citizen guards,  As it moved on, the magseg 18
who had collected in various Places fell in and Fiarheqd with it NE
toward its terrible destination. o = )

Many, in their haste to reach the place'whey
" made short cuts and sayed ground, arrj
of the prisoners, When the guards

e the gallows stood,
ving some time ip advance
and prisoncrs arrived, the
ck-the erowd and clear the

'F:—'—-'-.—-.--
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TIE EXECUTION.

THE SCAFFOLD, ;
; Sherifl, clergy, an
h tt isoners ascended, followed Ly the ullexiﬂ,o“hzyéoun-
i pris as y the ”
B 1tt lf l \bout six thousand people, from all pax o o
ery., o 812 -
oy, » of them, strange to say, ladies, compose
{ry, many o, 4
g e S“u‘f“s'ms “We're going home to dic no
5 risoners, e no.
the request of the ; cre R
At"’ was 1ﬂun*’ both joining in. the singing, m;d aft ouldlbe)al

. as sung, A ) )
;'n 0101{ My, Morrow, they were notified tlmtlt ey W
rom Rev, My, D ot s

- mijnutes cach to address the peop . .
lowed twenly niinutes ¢ D orince, thongh
Capt. Kinz was the first to speak. pencs, though

? .10 'v.:i‘tt]c husky and choked, was generally .
sometimes a li .
said : .

CAPTAIN KING'S SPEECH. .
APTA] ' i
¢ to- nany of my old a
X :xps: I see heré to-day many

My Dyixe Frinxps: . oy old e

aintances and friends. We neyer before met on s co-
guamtances and fr: 3 B T e
sion as this, Eight months ago, my dying ] ,1 (ons 8 ot
~s any man now standing before me. T h-.wr-jl.onﬂy a on B
to l i to die the m orril]

iv T will be ealled upon e
to live, and then ) to sshonille
leath zh'\.‘ arean can die. But I can die with as gozl):t :; o )

c bl Al at X o : e,
o, Jod witnesses my innocence, and though I a
e o Tak iTierest ene hy swore @Hainet me,

1 1 -couid i:ﬁ:émy Bl.m.-e;(:su cuewmy, wig o
S e b a kope beyond the gallows, of
nd Jove him. Thank God, I have 2 Lope _:l n i {?my N
. , i : 1 deal, but & )

i 1d like to talk a good deal, _

= home in heaven. Iwou : o my e

i i re heen buffetted from one p .
will not permit. T havel e e e o
"but I hope now to be for once a free .

N g ] :
-now, but I hope thatin a fow LoursI sha}l be with my fatherin
< ) oyl &
“ Paradise.

. ati at can
Peace within o man’s heart is the greatest con.erl.ltloultln:hin"
be afforded. He can lay down and slecp at nlllght, tan:h:?atan:
e all : vho sots xam-
. : that, the man who
gses his breast. I mean by ) L most
o of & Christizn. Do that, and you can lay down in the
I})mmblc place, if you have the Savior's lov_c and ?'ﬁce;limal the
Since Thave beeri'in jail, I have been like 2 wild 11 . mv loved
forest My' mind has been directed to my dear mat{l‘? :n t)hcm I
sist;rs and my dorling wife. Since I was .m']\en l101 I could,'l'ﬂ
have nover been able to be afree man. T have done a .
be a free man,

i
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ok TIE -EXECUTION.
Oh, if I could only beat home once more! it would he the hap-
piest moment of my life. But if it is the will of the great Je-
hoval that I should die, I'm the happiest man in the world. Tm
bound to gb to heaven. You may swear this on me, and take
away my life, hut you can’t take away my soul, Thank God. I
have a friend and redeerer in heaven! ’
I have not studied to make this speech, and don’t want to weary
your patience. IfT had the strength and voice I once had, T 3
conld talle to this erowd. T want you to forsake your sins u’nd v
meet me in heaven,  Tell Griff. Wright I want to mect him in
heaven.  Yes, Griff, you promised to stand to me, and to be true
and faithful; but you forsook me, and planged me as deep as you

conld, You hunted all the testimony in the courts of Simpson
County.

) . ’ -
T'm as innocent of my brother's dnath ag any man here, Teaid -

.I ] e ) 1 - v|~-
catittessand you will sce me no-more. I want to leave the world,

T Tesve it hanns : :
and leave it happy, and in glory oad honor; and I want you to {
teli yowr childven that 1died like 2 man, It may be the Lord’s will - ‘

* fer me to liang to-dax. It may put an end to murder in your

county. Why should I say.s0? The little boys are growing up, -
and they can say a man was hung beeause he was o murderer. It

has been said and sung, that I've been one of the bloo‘diL-'é‘t\;?‘_«';}'{:'::‘-‘:‘v«‘::;. J‘P;‘:\
that ever lived. While in the scrviee T have killed meun-in self "
defense, but never in cold blood. If I've said anything to hurt
the feelings of any one here, I wish to he pardoned, but I G wot—
take it Dack. . o -

I'm to go up before my God, and I wonld not stand on this seaf-
fold and tell you 2 lie. If I was guilty I’d tell it, but I'm as-in-
nocent of the death of my brother as any man ean be. Great -
love existed between me and my brother, There is riot 2 person“'/’-’
within the sound of my voice who loves his brother beiter than T
did mine; and had I known who killed him, I should have avenged ', i

- : ' . !

—

—

R
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THE EXECUTION, . 55

his death, I would rather have left the continent of America than <
to do it. If I'd been guilty of the death of my Urother, I wouldn’t
have been hung here to-day ; I'd have been too sharp for that, I
knew not till I saw my brother’s body that he was dead. I'm i
proud to say that I would have killed the man who did it. Iloved
my brother, and would have fought for him to the death. I never
knew him to have z fuss With any one without looking to me for .
protection. ['m as innocent as Tobe Proctor or Art. Wilson over
there. I'll tell you why I said Abe Owen had'done it: I hadseen
the blood on his pistol, and I am proud that I said it. .
Tt is better for a man to de guilty than innocent. A guilty
man can say he deserved to die, but it is o hard thing to take an
_innocent man from his family forever. - ..
T would to God that, in the hour I found my brother, he could
have told me who killed him. I woulde’t-bave asked oivi] law to -

Abe Owen done it, and y 1 fith w i . ' : Tl a: '
areninst me. Tl 'n,c'.'e . }tou (;t':"" me with “l_mt testimony you get prove it. I said I believed Abe Owen was guilty of my brother’s |
e " : T shan ofore you agun, and all T can say death, and let him defend himself if he can.  But Mr, Owen. says.
= mer ]nc I heaven, where no trials, no troubles, no sorrows }“‘{ he is not guilty, and I don’t know to-day who did it.
ever reach, el S - , . & ) . ) . ,
L tond I . ( I have to dic;;and will never meet you on carth again, T don's
o teedaya poor worm of the dust. I am Ieve only a fow j want to say any. thing against you, but if I'in_going to the place

I hope to, I'd rather do it than stay lere with yeu. I wouldin.
God I had died when I was an‘infant, ‘or at szma 6ther time be-
fore this thing commenced. Eight months ago I had as littleidea

of being hung as yow. It’s only » momentary.pang to be hung;

it’s soon over with. But, thank God, I have 2 hope beyond the

gallows and the grave. : - -

N . o C
.R,Z{T*.-r\.\gf?"-}'-‘-‘fc‘,‘%gen like the balance of you, and done wrong as well, I
RE L

Lnow I have, and confess it; but let him who is without sin throw
the fivst stone, The best happiness is the life of a Christian; if
you call him & thief, or a murderer, it does not make it so. I
have confessed my sins, and now look to God for glory and a
crown in the happy home I will socn reach. I'm sure to go to
heaven. I feel that I am on my way to glory. I love you, and
would to God you could feel as I do. “

T want to meet you all in heaven, Tell my neizbors and friends
that the last words of Dill King were, that they shouldneet Lim'’

_in heaven, Go home and reflect upon your sins, for yeu dom’t
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know how soon you may share Dill Kine’ . _ LIPE OF ABRAIAM OWIN, ST
read your Bibles. Be pood Christli. fing’s fate. Go home ang i = man by the name of Prater wy, and put at
not hurt a hair of your heads I.m.s. T love you all, and woulg time, o young 1a‘l )-'ﬂ 1'“ - 1..\ L: cnm-:]l.}: .1;1 ! 11tc 1:1
must one day appear before t] : give you this advice, as you me to go fo meeting With 1, e .“ eut, though .h"' u_ ee
in heaven. Goodeh 16 Great Judge. T hope to meet to go to Tennessee—but my horse being rashod behind, made me
‘ ye. you the more willing to give it up. Did I have a pistol on Sundoy ?
: ) Ko—you can’t prove it It is o meney speculation in human
———— . -
. ' Llood that now talkes my life. What is onc thou:::md dollars ?
' . SPEECH OF ABE OlWEN Why one thonsand dellars will buy two men's lives now 2 days.
My Ferexos: I am hero to-d ST . The pistol went home on Monday morning. Iladit ever been shot?
thing I never did before. T baj.r to make you a speech. It js \ ) ALY brother started to school, zml went hy the evaporator. 1le
read and write. I am nn.d ﬁl“-.a“e 1o Cdu_ctltion, and can barcly i there met Dilly King, who took the piztol, and when ‘hc stal'tf:d
before lndies. T woulc,l like ‘t l«:ys was a little bashful, especially ! awzy the negro boy took it home. Tlow many hands did the pis-
1i'1an on the ground who c"nosnno}v why I am here? Ts there o tol pass through, though the stock was sprung, and blood upon
n::t.urder. I have fougilt fo; m hyc am to-day to he cxecuted for . the barr-el?. T can suffer \\'15-11 the zreatest grace. It is better for
with the name of traitor., Y «1}:1 .O‘%ltl_'y: and now_lmv'q to die me to die innocent than guilty. ;\_.[}Ql' you h-.w:: lmn-g me, there
nor Abolitionist. T fought to ffrl a h511011_ man. T am no rebel, is: o more that you can do, unless it is to leave my body- 11c‘.'c;
--itat the time. Tam a Union o CIG the negroes, shut didn’t Lknow Xo, you may hang me, and leave my flesh a prey for tho bn'c'l-s of
- to die 6feT T am_acensed of l.lor;(b:consh.tutlonal man, and expect g the air and tho beasts of the land, still you can’t u}akc— me guiliy.
*.;"c-ighboi' boy. II“";S:EE—F)}ﬁ:,}ItJ_ q;:lg 1:&11]1-0:1(]5, qnd_mur’derin‘s a S S I say you can d‘o me r.m farther injufy, though tl}e, bu'ds.dcvov.?m
-.C.:-;z‘you produce a single pm'?iclc; OJE'PI?OF t?lmbl";:am 2 murderer ? ( my flesh, and even build nests in my gkull, ‘[ am innocent of‘tlm
fa'ui* S arkien the war was woify . proof? . Thank God, T was ) E murder of whicn I am charged, You sy say.-to-day that Abe,
i s couneey, T Iwad in tf&"gﬁf n, and never troubled any one ke Owen has tc_:}d_:u lic upon th: scaffold. Believe 16 not. 1 say be;
'“1‘ done_os good duty as any n;ame three years and six months, i fore maf’ and’ God I did nob know Dnavey - Wing woe demlmet
. ifever] shot 62 murdered o man In,dal-l,d; 0'1111 say bafore God that 4 have had no counsel, or good as none. The jury too, was pn_rtia],
statement s, that B}lly Ki&n“;*ﬁad . on’t know it. So far as“the ., - to some cxtend, and it can be proven that some of them went to.
.brothcr, and that T went andatold hi Ome] and told me to kill his my father’s as a pilot for the guerrillas, to rob him. And there.
13 not so, gentlemen.  If T had intet??zti‘;lel'? o ﬁ nd his‘.fl_‘:‘f\.thcr, it ) is Mr. John A. Tinn and W. W. Bash, prosccuting attorneys.
have had such a conversation’ T 0 kill him, I wo .l fggoy ™~ e 0 0 e e tell you how Mr. Finn acted. He had his witnesses well
dead till Monday evening I’I'o i'lzlever kn_eW Harvey King was IR Sl posted. e had an instrument of writing, cmbodying the state-
and sister came from ~Sc'hool a“'[;l {lleal- it? My little brother ments he wanted them to make, and when he wished them to say
proved that I never went 'nearnth toid me he was dead. The§ . yes, hie would nod his head, and whea he wished them to say no,
mother said to go back home and ¢ corpse.  When I went, my - he whould shake his head. Mo also tried to make it appear that |
Dext morning, and stayed till he ‘come ,to'morl‘ow. I did como my motber swore a lic. Now; vou may go to where she was
tol from Billy King, to o was buried. I borrowed a pis- i raised, and even where she now lives, to gether general charaeter,
When Sunday cau'lp, . go and visit some friends in Tep - }7 === nd you will find that she is a ladly remarkable for sincerit and
= . 1e I was late getting u 4 Bi » nessce, ; and y ¢ e y . J
over to see my father about catt] S 1P, an Billy King came : truthfulness. Now, he® is the last man that ought to decuse @
K caltle getting in his corn.  About this : S
'—'"—“\""’ =Tt is proper to remarl that Mr, Fiun gaveno libel,
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58 LIFE OF ABRANAM ovwEy,
Iady of perjury, since he lug not only heen guilty, but acty
tried for the same offense, and afterwards gave o libel.

A report came to ouy cell thag Billy King,'on one occasion, C;lt
the head of a man’off, and thyew it in his wife's |

ap. Now, I

think T-am as brave o mgp as Capt. King, and I never saw the
+day I could do that, '

T admit I have bee

hut I think T have £,

ally |

n a gambler, a sinner, and

& very had man,
rgiveness of

my sins, and ghink T am Detter
Present who swore a Jje,

nd man, that Griff. Wr
esses, besides o m
Capt. Finn, say
e Dim,

I'say before God 4
When two good witn
taken, I'd rathey die,
swore a lie, hut I forgiv
here] e was the f
ITe tried to get Billy KX
teeen Franklin and (a
eome across 3
certaini lane

ight swore to o Iie,
an’s friends, will not be
to Griff. Wright that e -
Whercishe? [Response——“No'F"' '.
st man that tried to geb me to robbing,

ing and T to go and ro3 ang AL E AR Becpt T
Hatin,  Ask Afy.

Simpson* if hs dig not-
rift. Wright, Billy King, ang myself, at the end of o~
, sitting on log, ahout last May one Year ago? .
Ask him, and he will tell wg

Jou it is so,

b o he will tall ¢ 50, That was" the very time
BT \\'righ‘t’- tricd £ got us to &0 with him, ang snid it ought
e dong, he cight to be kiljed.

Ll -
[T

Tere’s Cornrell, who turned....2
- Who swors iy f56 eng crushed, and that T wag
Now, ask Mz, and AMrs, Spears, my neighbors, if I wag- - -
Lot st thoir house next morning, all vight? Byt ot me be as bad
—

4 MEl- 43 ¥ou 2re wont to ] me, I can say I am no braitor~No,. "
gentlemen, I am no tr

cvilinea,

IR
[P

aitor tomy party if Ih:m_z any. T hadracher %\N‘
dic than he that. You swore that I had on g hat, and T canc.., PO e
here to-day under the gallows, that T hag on 0o hat that Jav nor T s
night, while awake, John Evans says that T was the second man R
on the train.  Sueh are your witnesses, and gyely your testmony, !
= Ihave writt

en o littla hiztory,

and don’t think it ge
explain the vailroag robhery any fu

—

cessary to -
B ’ =

e —e

M Sam. Sy

Dson s nn ofiicer, and g out on duty—is o perfect - }
Fentleman, nyg aloye reproach, ' . : NI
. ] . . N - AP Ay it
Do ,:,-f’. s . - l'___—-" ;E
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1)

. TOE FATAL JMOMENT C .
having arrived, King and Owen shock hands with those mo;r;m
’ - - - .
t:]wrzl g-'md with ench other, still declaring "their ml:ttlchencf:. et
hite ¢ i but they still main
i re drawn over their heads, bu
s e s “Jlold up your head,
‘ ed each other. old up y 1
their firmness and encourag ch othe A
illy,” sai ; but this -injunction was unn 'y,
lly,” eaid Owens; bu ; o
gin?was standing straight as an arrow. They only reques
the Es:heriff to see that they should not fall too far,

' i ladies as the sheriff bade .
sobbing was heard among the .
rro:(i'le-]igr'é to theg prisoners, and notified them that the time 1:13.6i c::lx;e -
‘ ?or him to perform his last sad duty, and one lady péaye dome 3 ‘
and fervently. The band, at the request.of the oom.e men,

struck up the Dead March.

. : - ..S‘_
Sheriff Dogan appeared.cool and collected, terrible :fii “‘33 ]];le
duty ; Aftcx‘cnﬂjhéﬁfxg: the’ ropes; “I will count five,” said he,

- ' —five.”” The trap door
“now be ready. One—two—three—four—five P

fell with a loud slam, and William P. King and J.’Lbral.mn‘l ‘O.wen'. s

re rapidly passing to eternity .
“"3’11.:3113 Lech'I;fIOWZns was Dbroken, and only a few convulsive

twitches followed his fall.  The struggle with .Ki.pg \I\'as; tclarrllJ‘l:;.:
azd he appeared to be slowly Istr:mghng.. ITis wh? ekfz-_.,;h:a:r ,
.co“n.'ulsed, and he seemed trying to spring from.bis heage=3

B

five minutes, however, all was over; afd ¥oth the bodies were meo- .- °
i y - . [ .

tionless. The traps wero sprung at precisely two o'clock, and as .

soon as the bodies were pronounced dead, they were removed for -

burial, BIOGRAPHICAL SKEETCHES. o

William . King was the eldest son of Peter King, who juter-

married with Elizabeth Newman, and was bm\? in ;\;Imf:'m; CO“'nth
Tenncssee, on the 27th day of February, 1833. Iis father wasa
25CC,

brother-in-law of Z. Casey, who was Governor of Illinois, and

filled many public offices of trust and houor, not only in that

' ) CCn-iQns. '
St'lte lJll[‘: WIS ;llSO elected tO Cona’IGSS on SGKEI'.II 0 13
1oL H

ted
Peter King emigrated from Macon County, Ten s o the v
in Simpso: Gounty, Kentucky, in the year 1857. e has the rep

ict citizen, and was
utation of having been a peaceable and uict ci ,

.= . - 1 v, f
Lilled by the nceidental discharge of @ px..tol‘ m’ the hands of a
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- fug, has very fair, smootly

G0 THE rXEcprION, -

gentleman in Franllin, some three years ago.  Ilis gon, William
I, King, who is the subjeat of ¢his notice, joined the Federal
army May sk, 1863, and wyas Captain of Company T, 524 Regi-
ment Kentucky Volunteers, Yhich was commanded by Ceol. John
Grider and Licut. Col. Sam Johnson, and was mustered out Jany-
uary 17, 1865. Ife was five feet. ceven jnches high, sandy colored
beard, auburn hair, with cold, sinistey Bray eyes, and weighed 145
pounds.

Abmiml.n_. Owen was bopn in October, 1842
Macon, State of Tennessce,
to- this county and State in the year 1853,
of being an industrious and honest farmer.
son, and he joined the Trederal
hth I\'cnﬁucky Cavalry,
war closed, in 18G5,
thing deserving of par
as a brave may

y i the county of
Iiis father, William Oiwren, movéd

ITe has the reputation
Abraham is his thizd
Army as private in Company I,
Deeember, 1861, where he served - tjj] the
Iis military career wag not marked by any-
teular notice, hut he was generally regavded
1 and reliable soldier, * I7e was decidedly good Took-

, and soft skin, gentle Ll eyes, auburn
colored hair ang mustaclie; was five foet Bino inches high, and
weighed 160 pounds, MRS
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imself =l the greatest prodigy of learning,
- old aze. Dyron, himself, though the greatest p

e

CONCLUSION.

i t
: fecls confiden
lusion of this Jittle work, the authos to the guilt of
nclus . : st b ot
n tho lel ouldlike to krow his sentiments '151 t \riich le
\ world woui ey to
tha the v of thiese unfortunate men. I‘n 1]0-1’ J et would b
inocence rmcad 13 s0r
and mn.\- ectlully say, that an expression of t_lk ousledms their
would resp . “Their writines virtually ackn e
tirely cratuitous. 161 o ion was made from the
oailt i the robbery—but as i confession. e 1 not then pub-
guilt in the, to the hour of cxccution, and no line
e of thelr arrest up lly arises, are we to believe anything
— furally « Pt . Railron:i
: testion. natwr celativ the lailroe:i
licly, th.cl " z)tc or otherwise revealed, relaiive to ‘qr\'? -
hey sald, wrote, P e Persons arc =0
el - and murder of MMarvey King? Some .P Fowe vith
Robbery and i believe agything that doesn't correspow P
weduious as rot to belicve an bt seption for,
ercduious as 41 opinions. But to practice a tle(ept Vot ]
~thel reconciiy s =1, . sunpernattral i
‘their {) ree ths, and then die a.death almost 5111;'-1*‘ 16 ;1 .
. ong montns, &« ; T ol I fhag or rny
‘?‘_Sht N %.\ them the-mitst remarkable men ¢ Qi
confirm it, makes o very sense of honov, both of diwiry
. ' aver wila
. o throw’ of
other age. T :

Pl ,_.rrm.

¢ hard for wue'io ‘de, espotily if

a8 i restraint, is° very havd for vae'is To, eapedindly _-1
T ’.'.‘.’;-.'.'a—ﬂn('[ Pm-cntnl resird H

] * } - 1 o v r . 1 + .’t . ! I t il-
= t l‘el[ cur ,. fra D. ino hﬂs bbbal OE’nl tl‘ll] Y mov .'1]‘ ,cdﬂlﬂ.c er 5
- | o " i ¥ ey Cl‘BllCB- Ilib l]'.lOI;hGl, cyen 'EO R
-~ i t X .ful SON 1 . L 3 3l

" hﬂld Lwt a l]utl W ". 10‘ [¢] ﬂ[ll_'. 3 *

i ring of the death of his mother,
'-Litfr':}'t'l‘u.c," o lzrz;)l?l(i]';i:;ldh}‘::zll?:fb him. Washin.gton, vhen
T N e anl'rr‘h and responsible office of ]?resulcncy,. tlllc;
_qq}}g}l,_tg__t.l.!e “? t in the gift of the American people, ‘.v.ou_t1
T highest ﬂfld. E el s d infirm mother, hut, upen the contrary, paid
Bt ngl’JTt: r:]f respect then in his power, which W:z; tlci
Ay la;t t:llm hand, call her by that dearest and bes,{: Oh a-.
ke 11‘3‘1; \Iyth r!” “,Mothcr, the people have c.ulled me,, —— t;n:
ho Ducet, fnk eﬂ;md of tears, which, though falling from 'nea :-:
he b'urs‘t into a touched her heaving bosom with all the so'{'tm'z:i
P o bmj" , f the morning dew. Hence, if a mother's '11‘10
:lnd Swelrjznse;sd:servedly felt and so wonderfully rewarded by th

uence o n
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as manifested by these disti

) ) se distin-
gul-zlllcil gentlemen, may we not presume that some sparks of pa-
rental love and regard still glowcd.in the bosom of these unfortu-
nate sons, though they did seem to some extent hardened in erime?

We are told that they were very tender and dutiful toward their
mothor.?, and especially My, Owen, and, if we were to tell you it
was owing to this fact that no eonfession oven of a part gr a,ny
If“"f' 'oLf' the charge was not made, you, perhaps, would not he-
lieve it, .Bnt here it is, just as we have it from the mouth of ane
of the eriminals while in prison: “8ir, my great trouble js m
mother; T would fooner die thap have her know X am guilty ofth{-

]IOT;EC.E.T‘HS fo.r the murder, she knows I did not do tl?at, and this
?:ﬁ‘.l?s hc;‘ m- t.he belief of my innocence in the yhole matter.
How it wou d wring her heart cven to suspect me, mueh less for
Jnetoown it Oh! that T had never be
Laen drunk.”

undeniable touch-stone of affection

nnnnnnn

S B ] L
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Here then he recounts for a moment, as if half so-
{3 - 3
! To own it can do me no good. I am hopeful of a
i f)llf,.:md 2 confession, therefore, would place it beyond the
lJuI.r.-.l Jl]]lt)]’ of hope, Iknow Iam innocent of the murdel:, and to
aeshwledre my complicity in the robbe | i
By e robbery, woul i
uwph to the enem 1 all i il sy Gl o
mmuh to the ener ¥, and all my friends would suspect me guilty
o e Wimd-2ut Cod kuows my innocence.”

A6 is*said that they “denied too much.”
of fact, religiously and morelly frue, The people, or multitude
lin : ' ]
that heavd them speale under the gallows, differ widely as to the
fifended impression of the speakers. M, Owen denied any cem-

And this iz o matter

I n . ‘
pHelty with the murder whatever, but in referpine to the roliBefy, Swemniy
h o e & 2 ¥

Iabored to show that contradictory statements were made as t;.

how the train rebhing was execunted, and affrmed that they failed
to prove it on him, as his habit of dress did 1ot
the deseription, and assured them that he and his brother were
both at home that night. The anthor, at this point entertained
fears that he would deny in flat terms his conneetion fwii&h the rob.
bery. DBut this he did not do, but so mystified the sui:ject as to™"
have the eredulous believe, if possible, him innocent,
ciation in theprison was such as would Jead them to
truth,_ or A statement of any kind told, or previously

answer at all to

Our asso-
espect the '
m:_tde in the
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' CONCLUSION, " !
' . ! : allows ;s therefore, we may in= ]
quthor’s presence, even under the gallows; the ) : -

s that o Wi lic was not intended. o
e ing i ‘wely in the first part of his history;
Captain King discourses largely in the fist part of & iotorys |
sning to conecal his guilt, or rather to establish his innoc .
aiming : . e
ﬁxﬁ :s vefore remarked, it would il become the author torgnc "
i el ir lives
opiv:ion here, as he is only employed to write over th::;: ble n_l,a by
q Impresel ’
cplai t for fear that an undue 1Mpr
hefore explained. Bu fear : e e
is hi t for the jury that con ese
: - declares his high respec ¢ ; : °
L:c her A< stated in another place, he did not witness the tr_ml, c?}
05 {e abbut the proceedings, though in a few |
doy., His mission afterward was

. s as far a5 possible, of the conviets. .
thg ‘;‘”‘:\”‘i tlit}hzlsgslitl‘iﬂt;:}}m;btei. ) Re-g. Cartm:, Rcdicilg,cqzuh et
H?wweil continued their visit to the last moment, glrwl.'(;ugm{lviq.e:m%ﬁ:_
amd comforb in-+heir nawer, both !JY 131‘35'01'19:.. iriti;'id"t‘:ﬁ};'- L

ach of these devout men felt to_ believe that their Sp RS
fi}':c no*.\'as far from being good, and as they thought.them gz.: ti , \“ ._
.i_:i liart, if not ;iltqgether, urged them to 2 co.zf(f%ﬂ?l;t A /
o < afirined thielr-inmoeence: of the- mm\?h :.J ; ’ N
B e, | d put the question in um'mstu‘ag]ue tcr[}.} -
«Po you deny the whole matter::.,.‘ ‘._.f.

Sl T

. g R
will sngwy -

men. .
sequently knew but litt
paces of the court-room every

otcasion, Rev, Liedfor

) ! » € . Jimar
Addressing- Geptain_ Ling, “L A
" H i R, i | e
friend 77 —to which he Teplidiihg ] w AT

R Y

" another time, Rev. Harwell assured Them t‘na‘F e had bcc;‘;—.“]..u. o Gl
“ing that. God would divect him how.to. appraach theg.n,qan.,ﬂ tll.h{t i-, o “\
folt confident it was his duty to fell them; that if they did no' Sy
make a confession of their guilt before men, that they co?l(lﬁne;ac:,__\____v.i
"-’s'eé'trh?ir God in peace, urged them to make a cleanlbma.:,t_, tm.' .
l'to no atail. And this has b]elen the course of each mmis c._1,w
~ver that subject was brought up. . ST
Wh?fﬁf;;luilmijﬁea the scenes iitnessed in the Franklin Jf:ill s'mce
. of these men. Nor do we rocollect ab this .tfme,
that King ever did make any pm[t_" of 2 confessio.n. ?Iis wlnt-mgs ‘
secem to confradich everything of the sort except itbein ap ac‘fe\ o.r
two, and whether he intended it as an acknowlc.dgm‘ent in party li )
left for the public to determine ; for to say he is or was mr'mcefl.t
of all the crime, is move than we can presume to say. I]t‘. any n]m:h |
can be attached fo the stateu1en1;.of Owen, then, doubiless, bo

o [N -

© iction
theZconvictio

. .
1 ) -

D %




L e e ~ e - - Y et o —y

e

s et s A e g : -

R R ] > -

—— e g g

o

.
-

ar
[

- 1
. Gt coNeLustoy, |
were in the robbery, and wo. are to infer; that no untyye
i would he made by

anyone that would lead'to thoir
guilty. Tt is humay to orr,

L 15 in the case of David
: bery Ied to the murder,
i - In conclusion, gup mindy
' unfortunats mey,
Captain King is an
- her carihly L.

v a

Statementg:
couviction, unlesg L
leads to ano er, ’
ed that the yol.

and one crime often
and Uriah, Tg ig baligy

aro dirceted

Geed

to-the familics of thos, )
Both have left zo0q families. The mothep of ,
aged lady, withc:ed‘a-_ ¢! eare-worn, shorn of nj] . . £
#¢, save some foyr dutiful ",duughters, who live now . ‘-'\
. alraost in qJSspm:i;y. We feel sorry for them, and dulge the v
1ope that thely friends wil] pog forsake thom, - His wite is o Desi. v :
il SOUNg Woman, an( stands dcscn'edly; high, The authoy ¢q)
~Never forsels the lagy eeting oF ¢hig couple, which ool place on
. T June, just the evening hefore ‘th(g’e.\'ccution._
~ 'f?eI.' S I0nse, we wepg 4o have one mory::
T T and Gienteving the prisen foung th
. VeTso with their fi

-
L

g
~

B et ma
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iinterviow on this day,
at the conviets
‘ends up stairg.. Ling ang @ W
< tagetior, angd the latter Iying flat on his back, wiilst ihe former o ‘v- .
N SGLaS fo have been pulled from hig chair o thejap of his wife, - R t
P el WINS Wwere entwined around hor husband- 3y thci most cn- ' ot
oW e manner, K, sisters, ywho SeOM et et~ sobbing, i
Vit N0 thoi e m oW hows o -k
w2 cach an arohoF theis rother, irhoso bosom wx. .z i

;

Were in cope
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H
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wen were chaine. o F
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ving.  Owen sogt‘;‘eﬁ I(.‘.ah‘u and undlisturhed, saying, Lis . ' :
e i nearly arrived, and he.swag glad of it, that his troubles ot
Wil zonn he at g end.”  We goon, bade adiew to them, Bagl,
£AVE 1 PIessurd of the hand, aud Insisted’ that w
N . and ‘accom P ]
y RERC e did. Fop the Darticalurs of thit Cay and exeéution, the
% sder g referred to the xreport of the'fNa'sh};'il]c Unton Dispatelr,
Wilell is inserted o foyy puzes back, R S y Sk
Lhus ends one of the most m;:siei'ious, .a_;;gell as the most comt ;
plicated stories ‘the world ever Vo
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¢ tacet thes ST
ey nexs norning,
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any them torthe gallows, which of
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