First: It is not claimed by Mr. Hays that he wrote
the melody to ‘‘Dixie,”” but the words only.

Second: We learn that in 1857 or 1858 Mr. Hays, at
the request of Mr. Faulds, wrote the words to ‘‘Dixie.”’

Third: We learn that a publisher of musie, one Mr.
Faulds, of Louisville, Ky., testifies in behalf of Mr. Hays

cas the originator of ‘‘Dixie.”’

‘What is the conclusion regarding the origin of ‘‘Dixie,”"
then? According to Dan Emmett’s own words and admis-
sion, and the evidence of Mr. Faulds and Professor Firth,
Mr. Hays is the originator of the theme ‘‘Dixie,”’ while
it is not known who composed the music.

Will S. Hays originated the words to ‘‘Dixie.”’

Now, as to Mr. Emmett’s sincerity we make no com-
ment. We will say this, however, that more than one
person has lived who has fondly thought he was the
originator of certain things, when in after years he found
out that another had the priority over him. About nine
years ago this scribe wrote what he thought was new
musie to ‘‘Jesus, Lover of My Soul,”” but about four years
afterwards he found that what he supposed originated with
him was the music to ““Silver Threads Among the Gold.”’
Though I could never remember having heard ‘‘Silver
Threads Among the Gold,’” still T am sure that I had. Tt
was evidently thus with Mr. Emmett on that rainy day
in New York, Sunday, September 18th, 1859, when he
thought he was giving to the world a new melody. In
his travels through the South he heard the tune ‘‘Dixie.’”’
No doubt, he did write words similar to those written by
Will S. Hays; but, granting that much, we still have the
undisputed fact that Will Hays has one year priority to
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Mr. Emmett, hence the praise, honor and glory of originat-
ing ‘‘Dixie’” belongs to Will S. Hays.

It is like Columbus and Amerigo Vespucei. Columbus
discovered America, but Amerigo got the honor. So, too,
Hays originated ‘‘Dixie,”’ though Emmett got the honor.

FOUNDED 1872 OLDEST MUSIC HOUSE IN THE CITY
E. WITZMANN & CO.
(INCORPORATED)

Pianos, Organs and Music
O

Nos. 99-103 N. Second St. MEMPHIS, TENN.

15

MSS 28 | Manuscripts & Folklife Archives, Library Special Collections, Western Kentucky University




e

—

[ -7

I am writing down the Dixle song that is in the little booklet

and the original Dixie song you said was printed in the N.O.

Democrat., Please look them over and correct mistakes,if any; am

not sure that I have the poem correct as I could'nt make out

some words in your handwriting., And I want to be absolutely __q;%zdﬂ i
sure I'm ®right in every detail, I'm asking for informationyds 2

I must have the facts right in my head, o 2

You will note that the Dixie song quoted from little booklet
is different from Dixie song you copied fyom N.0.Democrat, Are
poth songs Col,Hays?! And please explain” the difference in the
two poems, Are they different ver ns by Hays and give date of fﬁ

each, Give date N.O.Democrat oem you copied in your -
handwriting, Yewssay Faulds,:.n publisherggo edition o

59000 copies of Hays Dixie song- which poem do you mean that
Faulds published (5@000 copies) the poem in little booklet or
the five verses you you wrote out for me,from N,0,Democrat?
I must get this straight in my own mind. You see I dont know
a thing about it. And you'll have to write plainly word for

word.,

Dixie song from little booklet:s
We gwan down to de land ob cotton,
Cinnamon seed an' sandy bottom- o
Away,away,we gwan down to Dixie, P SR

e —
We gwan to take our guns along, 2nd version of Hays
jxie song written at outbreak

We gwan to fight an' sing dis song- of Oivil War, 1861
Away,away,we gwan down %o Dixie. for Buckner ?;ﬁrd a(;
3 [ | SO L7 o
Choruss AN wullee
Ao & wa I %y

We gwan down to Dixie's land,
To stay down South in Dixie-
Away,away,awsy down South in Dixie;
Away,avay,away down South in Dixie

We gwan down to Dixie,away,away! ) W

Original Dixlie song as published in New Orleans DEMOCRAT

@Give date if possible song appeared in N.0.Democrate—e——===-
And this song is Col,Hays also?-------- -

Faulds says in booklet he published 50,000 copies of Hays
Dixie songl- does he meanf# the song published in N.O0.Democrat
or the song in little booklet (quoted above)?

Also this statement occurs in booklet:"I had sold 30,000
copies of my (Dixie) song before the war®-- ie this Col.Hays’
statement or Fauld's and which song is meant=- the Bixie song
quoted above from booklet or the song printed in N.O.Degpcrat?

Original Dixie song by Will §.Hays,published in N.O.Democrat
date -———=—==—-- - copied from Mrs.Will 8.,Hays Scrap Book ¢
Away down South in the land ob cotton,

( ) Cinnamon seed and sandy bottom

1 o

4 Away,away,away down South in Dixiel §

In Dixie's land I'll take my stand What version is this 7

I'11 1ib and die in Dixie's landl

Away,away,away down South in Dixiel

B S SEse
PESSET ——

alde ¢oauh,z62;;,°4 _.:r{ aAAAg a~\oe /L;;Z;ytl(
Thate oo el T ane, plesac.
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Ole lissus marry Will de weaber
Williem was a gay deceiber

2) Away,away,away dowh South in Dixiel
But when he put his arm around her-
He smiled as fierce as a forty pounder-
Away,away,away down South in Dixiel

Ohorus: In Dixie's land I'll take my stand,
I'11 1ib and die in Dixie's landl
Awey,away,away down South in pDixie's land
Away,away,away down South in Dixiel

Ole Missus acted the foolish part

Wid &e=men. lub for de man wat broke her heart
Away,away,away down South in Dixiel

Will run away- she took a decline

Her face was de color ob =-=------ ?
Away,away,away down South in Dixiel

Chorus--

Now here's a health to de next ole Missus
An' all de gals dat want to kiss JFer us
Away,away,away down South in Dixiel

If you want to drive away your sorrow
Come and see dis nig tomorrow-
Avay,away,away down South in Dixiel

Choruss --

De buckwheat cake an' corn-meal batter
Mekes you fat and a little fatter-
Away,away,away down South in Dixiel

Den hoe it down an' scratch your grabble
To Dixie's land I'm bound to trabble-
Away,ewey,away down South in Dixiel

Chorus ==

Another perse about vineger shoes and paper stockings==-in the

swamps the cinnamon seed fedl in the sandy soil; the darkies

put wet brown paper inside their shoes to keep the seed from

hurting their feet, But my scrap book is so old and worn that

the print is dim and am unable to make out +E&E=ethWer this and

other verses.

adapte R SRS SR

oW read Emmet's Dixie song and you will see
end also the close similiarityyof Hay's and et's Dixie,
ghowing that Emmet Took Hay's @riginal Dixie/ song and changed
the song to suit his purposes towit to get/lively spirited
song,suitable for a march and for circulation in the North,

" We'll say he got it all right! But he stole his song from
Col.Hays and claimed he done it all by hisself!

e difference

r

arnpsl y Ml e
The music was written by/neither Emmet or Hays,(altho Emmetx
claeims music as his own) the/music of Dixle noone kno & who the
author isj)\the darkies unloajded their caﬁgoes by 2t the steamboat
landings bofosre—the wew'and [was first issled as a march by a New Orleans
music house before the Wer wlthout words or name of author “on the sheet, *
(?auld‘s¢got the sheet music and Heys wrote words for the music before /
the war-jglater Hays wrote different versions of his song,changing
the wordp later to the version printed by N.0.Democrat)

oo
Sgent®
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